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CHAPTER  L 

A  BETBOSPECr.      EABLT  MOYEMSNTS  TOWASD  imiOK. 

1643-1781. 

The  order  of  time  brings  us  to  the  most  cheering  act  in 
the  political  history  of  mankind^  when  thirteen  republics,  of 
which  at  least  three  reached  from  the  sea  to  the  Mississippi, 
formed  themselves  into  one  federal  commonwealth.  There 
was  no  revolt  against  the  past,  but  a  persistent  and  healthy 
progress.  The  sublime  achievement  was  the  work  of  a  people 
led  by  statesmen  of  earnestness,  perseverance,  and  public  spirit, 
instructed  by  the  widest  experience  in  the  forms  of  representa- 
tive government,  and  warmed  by  that  mutual  love  which  pro- 
ceeds from  ancient  connection,  harmonious  effort  in  perils,  and 
common  aspirations. 

Scarcely  one  who  wished  me  good  q>eed  when  I  first  es- 
sayed to  trace  the  history  of  America  remains  to  greet  me 
with  a  welcome  as  I  near  the  goal.  Deeply  grateful  as  I  am 
for  the  friends  who  rise  up  to  gladden  my  old  age,  their  en- 
couragement must  renew  my  grief  for  those  who  have  gone 
before  me. 

While  so  much  is  changed  in  the  living  objects  of  personal 
respect  and  affection,  infinitely  greater  are  the  transformations 
in  the  condition  of  the  world.  Power  has  come  to  dwell  with 
every  people,  from  the  Arctic  sea  to  the  Mediterranean,  from 
Portugal  to  the  borders  of  Russia.  From  end  to  end  of  the 
United  States,  the  slave  has  become  a  freeman ;  and  the  va- 
riious  forms  of  bondage  have  disappeared  irom  European 
Christendom.  Abounding  harvests  of  scientific  discovery  have 
been  garnered  by  numberless  inquisitive  minds,  and  the  wild- 
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est  forces  of  nature  have  been  taught  to  become  the  docile 
helpmates  of  man.  The  application  of  steam  to  the  purposes 
of  travel  on  land  and  on  water^  the  employment  of  a  spark  of 
Ught  as  the  carrier  of  thought  across  continents  and  beneath 
oceans,  have  made  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  one  so- 
ciety. A  journey  round  the  world  has  become  the  pastime  of 
a  holiday  vacation.  The  morning  newspaper  gathers  up  and 
brings  us  the  noteworthy  events  of  the  last  f  our-and-twenty 
hours  in  eveiy  quarter  of  the  globe.  All  states  are  b^inning 
to  form  parts  of  one  system.  The  "new  nations,'*  which 
Shakespeare's  prophetic  eye  saw  rising  on  our  eastern  shore, 
dwell  securely  along  two  oceans,  midway  between  their  kin  of 
Great  Britain  on  the  one  side  and  the  oldest  surviving  empire 
on  the  other. 

More  than  two  thousand  years  ago  it  was  truly  said  that 
the  nature  of  justice  can  be  more  easily  discerned  in  a  state 
than  in  one  man.*  It  may  now  be  studied  in  the  collective 
states  of  all  the  continents.  The  ignorance  and  prejudices  that 
come  from  isolation  are  worn  away  in  the  conflict  of  the  forms 
of  culture.  We  learn  to  think  the  thought,  to  hope  the  hope 
of  mankind.  Former  times  spoke  of  the  dawn  of  civilization 
in  some  one  land ;  we  live  in  the  morning  of  the  world.  Day 
by  day  the  men  who  guide  public  afi&drs  are  arraigned  before 
the  judgment-seat  of  the  race.  A  government  which  adopts 
a  merely  selfish  policy  is  pronounced  to  bo  the  foe  of  the  hu- 
man family.  The  statesman  who  founds  and  builds  up  the 
well-being  of  his  country  on  justice  has  all  the  nations  for  a 
doud  of  witnesses,  and,  as  one  of  our  own  poets  f  has  said, 
"  The  linkM  hemispheres  attest  his  deed."  He  thrills  the 
world  with  joy;  and  man  becomes  of  a  nobler  spirit  as  he 
leams  to  gauge  his  opinions  and  his  acts  by  a  scale  commen- 
surate with  his  nature. 

History  carries  forward  the  study  of  ethics  by  following 
the  footsteps  of  states  from  the  earliest  times  of  which  there 
is  a  record.  The  individual  who  undertakes  to  capture  truth 
by  solitary  thought  loses  his  way  in  the  mazes  of  speculation, 
or  involves  himself  in  mystic  visions,  so  that  the  arms  which 

*  Plato  in  the  RepobUo,  Book  U.    Bckker,  IH,  i.,  78. 
f  Emenon :  The  Adirondioks,  248. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


lW8-n54.    EARLY  MOVEMENTS  TOWARD  UNION.  7     ^ 

he  extends  to  embrace  what  are  but  formless  shadows  return 
emptj  to  his  own  breast    To  find  moral  truth,  he  must  study"  V 
man  in  action.    The  laws  of  which  reason  is  conscious  can  be   \ 
tested  best  bj  experience;  and  inductions  will  be  the  more    ' 
sure,  the  lai^r  the  experience  from  which  thej  are  drawn. 
However  great  may  be  the  number  of  those  who  persuade 
themselves  that  there  is  in  man  nothing  superior  to  himself ,  > 
history  interposes  with  evidence  that  tyranny  and  wrong  lead  ■ 
inevitably  to  decay;  that  freedom  and  right,  however  hard 
may  be  the  struggle,  always  prove  resistless.     Through  this 
assurance  ancient  nations  leam  to  renew  their  youth ;  the  ris- 
ing generation  is  incited  to  take  a  generous  part  in  the  grand 
drama  of  time ;  and  old  age,  staying  itself  upon  sweet  Hope 
as  its  companion  and  cherisher,*  not  bating  a  jot  of  courage, 
nor  seeing  cause  to  argue  against  the  hand  or  the  will  of  a 
higher  power,  stands  waiting  in  the  tranquil  conviction  that 
the  path  of  humanity  is  still  fresh  with  the  dews  of  morning, 
that  the  Bedeemer  of  the  nations  liveth. 

The  colonies,  which  became  one  federal  republic,  were 
founded  by  rival  powers.  That  difference  of  origin  and  the 
consequent  antagonism  of  interest  were  the  motives  to  the  first 
American  union.  In  1643  three  New  England  colonies  joined 
in  a  short-lived  ^^confederacy"  for  mutual  protection,  espe- 
cially against  the  Dutch ;  each  member  reserving  its  peculiar 
jurisdiction  and  government,  and  an  equal  vote  in  the  general 
counciL 

Ckmimon  danger  gave  the  next  impulse  to  collective  action. 
Elvers,  whidh  were  the  convenient  war-paths  of  the  natives, 
flowed  in  every  direction  from  the  land  of  the  Five  Nations ; 
against  whom,  in  1684,  measures  of  defence,  extending  from 
North  Carolina  to  the  northern  boundary  of  New  England, 
were  concerted.  Later,  in  1751,  South  Carolina  joined  north- 
em  colonies  in  a  treaty  with  the  same  tribes. 

On  the  side  of  England,  James  11.,  using  the  simple  method 
of  the  prerogative  of  an  absolute  king,  began  the  suppression 
of  colonial  l^islatures,  and  the  consolidation  of  colonies  under 

*y\vicitd  oi  KopiUof  hrd^Xotaa  ynfOTp6^t  ffwaopU  i\wU,    Pindar  in  Plato, 
Bi^nblic,  Book  L    Bekker,  UL,  L,  la 
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the  rale  of  one  goyemor.  After  the  English  revolntion  of 
1688  had  gained  consistency,  the  responsible  govemm^it  which 
it  established  would  gladly  have  devised  one  uniform  system 
of  colonial  administration ;  and  in  1696  the  newly  created  board 
of  trade,  of  which  John  Locke  was  a  member,  suggested  the 
appointment  of  a  captain-general  of  all  the  forces  on  the  conti- 
nent of  North  America,  with  such  power  as  could  be  exer- 
cised through  the  prerogative  of  a  constitutional  king. 

In  1697  William  Penn  appeared  before  the  board  and  ad- 
vised an  annual  ^^ congress"  of  two  delegates  from  each  one  of 
the  American  provinces,  to  determine  by  plurality  of  voices 
the  ways  and  means  for  supporting  their  union,  providing  for 
their  safety,  and  regulating  their  commerce. 

In  1721,  to  ensure  the  needed  cooperation  of  the  colonies 
in  the  rivalry  of  England  with  France  for  North  American 
territory,  the  plan  attributed  to  Lord  Stairs  provided  for  a  lordr 
lieutenant  or  captain-general  over  them  all ;  and  for  a  g^ieral 
council  to  which  each  provincial  assembly  should  send  two  of 
its  members,  electing  one  of  the  two  in  alternate  years.  The 
lord-lieutenant  of  the  king,  in  conjunction  with  the  general 
council  on  behalf  of  the  colonies,  was  then  to  allot  the  quotas 
of  men  and  money  which  the  several  assemblies  were  to  raise 
by  laws  of  their  own.  All  these  projects  slumbered  among 
heaps  of  neglected  papers. 

On  the  final  struggle  between  England  and  France,  ike 
zeal  of  the  colonists  surpassed  that  of  the  moth^  country. 
A  union,  proposed  by  Franklin  in  1754,  would  have  pre- 
served the  domestic  institutions  of  the  several  colonies.  For 
the  affairs  of  the  whole,  a  governor-general  was  to  be  appoint- 
ed from  England,  and  a  legislature,  in  which  the  repredentar 
tion  would  have  borne  some  proportion  to  population,  was  to 
bo  chosen  triennially  by  the  colonies.  This  plan,  which  fore- 
shadowed the  present  constitution  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
and  the  federation  which  with  hope  and  applause  was  lately 
offered  by  rival  ministries  to  South  Africa,  was  at  that  day 
rejected  by  the  British  government  with  abhorrence  and  dis- 
dain. 

The  English  adnunistration  confined  itself  next  to  methods 
for  obtaining  a  colonial  revenue.    For  this  end  Lord  HaUfaz, 
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in  1754,  adyised  that  the  commander-in-chief,  attended  by  one 
commissioner  from  each  colony,  whose  election  should  be  sub- 
ject to  one  negative  of  the  king  by  the  royal  council  and 
another  by  the  royal  goyemor,  should  adjust  the  quotas  of 
each  colony,  which  were  then  to  be  enforced  by  the  authority 
of  parliament.    This  plan  was  suppressed  by  impending  war.     fj         q 

Great  Britdn  having,  with  the  lavish  aid  of  her  colonies.  A'^s^-^rdX^ 
driven  France  from  Canada,  needed  them  no  more  as  allies  in  ^ 

war.  From  1762  to  1765  the  problem  was  how  to  create  a  grand 
syst^n  of  empire.  James  Otis,  of  Boston,  would  have  had  all 
kingdoms  and  all  outlying  possessions  of  the  crown  wrought 
into  the  flesh  and  blood  and  membership  of  one  organization ; 
but  this  advice,  which  would  have  required  home  govern- 
ments for  every  kingdom  and  for  every  colony,  and,  for  general 
afhirs,  one  imperial  parliament  representing  the  whole,  found 
no  &vor. 

In  those  days  of  aristocratic  rule,  the  forming  of  a  grand 
plan  of  union  was  assigned  by  the  Bedford  faction  to  George 
Grenville,  a  statesman  bred  to  the  law,  the  impersonation  of 
idolatry  of  the  protective  system  as  the  source  of  British  pros- 
perity, and  of  faith  in  the  omnipotence  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment as  the  groundwork  of  British  liberty.  He  sought  to 
unite  the  thirteen  colonies  in  their  home  administration  by  the 
prerogative ;  in  their  home  legislation  by  a  royal  veto  of  acts 
of  their  own  legislatures ;  in  the  establishment  of  their  general 
lerenue  and  the  regulation  of  their  commerce  by  acts  of  the 
British  parliament. 

And  now  came  into  the  view  of  the  world  the  rare  aptitude 
of  the  colonies  for  concert  and  organization.  James  Otis,  in 
the  general  court  of  MassachusettB,  spoke  the  word  for  an 
American  congress,  and  in  1765  nine  of  the  thirteen  met  at 
Kew  York :  the  British  parliament  aimed  at  conscdidating  their 
administration  without  their  own  consent,  and  did  but  force 
them  to  unite  in  the  denial  of  its  power. 

The  truest  and  greatest  Englishman  of  that  century  breasted 
the  heaving  wave  and  by  his  own  force  stayed  it,  but  only  for 
the  moment  An  aristocratic  house  of  conmions,  piqued  and 
vexed  at  its  own  concession,  imposed  a  tax  on  the  colonies  in 
the  least  hateful  form  that  it  could  devise ;  and  in  1773  the 
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sound  of  tearchests,  falling  into  Boston  harbor,  startled  the  na- 
tions with  the  news  of  a  united  and  resistant  America. 

In  1774  the  British  parliament  thought  proper  to  punish 
Boston  and  attempt  coercion  by  arms ;  '^  del^ates  of  the  in* 
habitants  "  of  twelve  American  colonies  in  a  continental  con- 
gress acted  as  one  in  a  petition  to  the  king. 

The  petition  was  not  received.  Six  months  before  the 
declaration  of  independence,  Thomas  Paine,  in  ^^  Common 
Sense,"  had  written  and  published  to  the  world :  "  Nothing  but 
a  continental  form  of  government  can  keep  the  peace  of  the 
continent.*  Let  a  continental  conference  be  held,f  to  frame 
a  CONTINENTAL  CHAETBR,  drawing  the  line  of  business  and  juris- 
diction between  members  of  congress  and  members  of  as- 
sembly, always  remembering  that  our  strength  and  happiness 
are  continental,  not  provinciaLJ  The  bodies  chosen  conform- 
ably to  said  charter  shall  be  the  legislators  and  governors  of 
this  continent.*  We  have  every  opportunity  and  eveiy  en- 
couragement to  form  the  noblest,  purest  constitution  on  the 
face  of  the  earth."  |  The  continental  convention  which  was 
to  frame  the  constitution  for  the  union  was  to  represent  both 
the  colonies  and  the  people  of  each  colony ;  its  members  were 
to  be  chosen,  two  by  congress  from  the  delegation  of  each 
colony,  two  by  the  legislature  of  each  colony  out  of  its  own 
body,  and  five  directly  by  the  people.-^ 

Great  Britain  offered  its  transatlantic  dominions  no  unity 
but  under  a  parliament  in  which  they  were  not  represented ; 
the  people  of  thirteen  colonies  by  special  instructions  to  their 
delegates  in  congress,  on  the  fourth  of  July  1776,  declared 
themselves  to  be  states,  independent  and  united,  and  began  the 
search  for  a  fitting  constitution. 

In  their  first  formative  effort  they  missed  the  plain  road_of 
FiTiglifib  andrAinencan  expenence.  They  had  riglitly  been 
jealous  of  extending  the  suprem^  of  England,  because  it  was 
a  government  outside  of  themselves;  they  now  applied  that 
jealousy  to  one  another,  forgetting  that  the  general  power 

*  Common  Sense :  original  edition  of  8  January  1776,  p.  51. 

t  Ibid.,  55.  X  Ibid.,  56.  ♦  Ibid.,  56. 

I  Appendix,  annexed  to  second  edition  of  Common  Sense,  14  Febroory  1776. 

A  Common  Sense,  original  edition,  55. 
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wonld  be  in  their  own  hands.  Joseph  Hawley  of  Massachn- 
setts  had,  in  Koyember  1775,  advised  annual  parliaments  of  two 
houses ;  the  committee  for  framing  the  confederation,  misled 
partly  by  the  rooted  distrost  for  which  the  motiye  had  ceased, 
and  partly  by  emdition  which  studied  Hellenic  conncils  and 
leagues  as  well  as  later  confederacies,  took  for  its  pattern  the 
constitution  of  the  United  Provinces,  with  one  house  and  no 
central  power  of  final  decision.  These  evils  were  nearly  fatal 
to  the  United  Provinces  themselves,  although  eveiy  one  of 
them  could  be  reached  by  a  messenger  within  a  day's  journey ; 
and  here  was  a  continent  of  states  which  could  not  be  consulted 
without  the  loss  of  many  months,  and  would  ever  tend  to  an- 
archy from  the  want  of  agreement  in  their  separate  delibera- 
tions. 

Hopeless  of  a  good  result  from  the  deliberations  of  con- 
gress on  a  confederation,  Edward  Butledge,  in  August  1778, 
in  a  letter  to  Robert  B.  Livingston,  avowed  his  readiness  to 
^^  propose  that  the  states  should  appoint  a  special  congress,  to 
be  composed  of  new  members,  for  this  purpose."  * 

The  necessities  of  the  war  called  into  being,  north  of  the  | 
Potomac,  successive  conventions  of  a  cluster  of  states.    In  Au-  | 
gust  1780,  a  convention  of  the  Kew  England  states  at  Boston 
declared  for  a  more  solid  and  permanent  union  with  one  su- 
preme head,  and  ^^  a  congress  competent  for  the  government  J 
of  all  those  common  and  national  afihirs  which  do  not  nor  can  S 
come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  particular  states."    At  the  * 
same  time  it  issued  an  invitation  for  a  convention  of  the 
New  England  states,  New  York,  and  "  others  that  shall  think 
proper  to  join  them,"  f  to  meet  at  Hartford. 

The  l^islature  of  New  York  approved  the  measufe.$ 
<<  Our  embarrassments  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,"  such 
was  the  message  of  Governor  Gteoige  Clinton  on  the  fourth  of 
September,  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  ^^  are  chiefly  to  be 
attributed  to  a  defect  of  power  in  those  who  ought  to  exercise 
a  supreme  jurisdiction ;  for,  while  congress  only  recommends 
and  the  different  states  deliberate  upon  the  propriety  of  the 

*  Roiledgo  to  LiTisgston,  August  1776.    MS. 

f  HongVa  Gonyention  of  New  England  States  at  Boston,  60,  62. 

X  Buane  to  Washington,  19  September  1780.    Letters  to  Washington,  iii.,  02. 
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recommendation,  we  cannot  expect  a  nnion  of  force  or  ooun- 
ciL"  The  senate  answered  in  the  words  of  Philip  Schnyler: 
"  We  perceive  the  defects  of  the  present  system,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  supreme  and  coercive  power  in  the  government  of 
these  states ;  and  are  persuaded  that,  unless  congress  are  au- 
thorized to  direct  uncontrollably  the  operations  of  war  and 
enabled  to  enforce  a  compliance  with  their  requisitions,  the 
common  force  can  never  be  properly  united.''  * 

Meantime  Alexander  Hamilton  in  swiftness  of  thought 
outran  all  that  was  possible.  Early  in  September,  in  a  private 
letter  to  James  Duane,  then  a  member  of  congress,  he  took  up 
the  proposal,  which,  nearly  five  years  before,  Thomas  Paine 
had  made  known,  and  advised  that  a  convention  of  all  the 
states  should  meet  on  the  first  of  the  following  November, 
with  full  authority  to  conclude  finally  and  set  in  motion  a 
"vigorous''  general  confederation.t  His  ardor  would  have 
surprised  the  people  into  greater  liappiness  without  giving 
them  an  opportunity"lo*vrewand  reject  his  project^ 

Before  the  end  of  the  year  the  author  of  "  Common  Sense  " 
himseU,  publishing  in  Philadelphia  a  tract  asserting  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  the  vacant  western  territory,  closed  his 
argument  for  the  " Public  Good"  with  these  words :  "  I  take 
the  opportunity  of  renewing  a  hint  which  I  formerly  threw 
out  in  the  pamphlet  *  Common  Sense,'  and  which  the  several 
states  will,  sooner  or  later,  see  the  convenience,  if  not  the  ne- 
cessity, of  adopting;  which  is,  that  of  electing  a  continental 
convention,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  continental  constitu- 
tion, defining  and  describing  the  powers  of  congress.  To  have 
them  marked  out  legally  will  give  additional  energy  to  the 
whole,  and  a  new  confidence  to  tiie  several  parts."  * 

"  Call  a  convention  of  the  states,  and  establish  a  congress 
upon  a  constitutional  footing,"  wrote  Greene,  after  taking 
command  of  the  southern  army,  to  a  member  of  congress.  | 

On  the  eleventh  of  November  able  representativeB  fiom 

•  Hou<;h'8  Conyention,  68-<)6. 

t  Hamilton  to  Duane,  8  September  1780.    Hamilton,  L,  167. 
X  Compare  McIIenry  to  Hamilton.    Hamilton,  1.,  411. 

*  Thomas  Paine'a  Public  Good.    Original  edition,  88. 
I  Johnson's  Life  of  Greene,  ii,  446. 
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each  of  the  four  New  England  states  and  New  York — John 
T.  Gilman  of  New  Hainpshirey  Thomas  Cashing^  Azor  OmOi 
and  George  Partridge  of  MaflBachosetta,  William  Bradford  of 
Bhode  Island,  EUphalet  Dyer  and  William  Williams  of  Con- 
necticut)  John  Sloss  Hobart  and  Egbert  Benson  of  New  York 
— assembled  at  Hartford.*  The  lead  in  the  cony^tioa  was 
taken  bj  the  delegates  from  New  York,  Hobart^  a  judge  of  its 
supreme  coort,  and  Benson,  its  attomey-generaLf  At  their 
instance  it  was  proposed,  as  a  foundation  for  a  safe  system  of 
finance,  to  proTide  by  taxes  or  duties  a  certain  and,  inalien- 
able reyenue,  to  discharge  the  interest  on  any  funded  part  of 
the  public  debt,  and  on  future  loans.  As  it  had  proyed  im- 
possible to  get  at  the  yaluation  of  lands,  congress  should  be 
empowered  to  apportion  taxes  on  the  states  aeoordiiig  to  their 
number  of  inhabitants,  black  as  well  as  white.  They  then 
prepared  a  circular  letter  to  all  the  states,  in  which  they  said : 
^  Our  embarrassments  arise  from  a  defect  in  the  present  goy- 
enmaent  of  the  United  States.  All  goyemment  supposes  the 
power  of  coercion ;  this  power,  howeyer,  neyer  did  exist  in  the 
general  goyemment  of  the  eeotinent,  or  has  neyer  been  exer- 
dsed.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  resources  and  force  of 
the  country  can  neyer  be  properiy  united  and  drawn  forth. 
The  states  indiyidually  considered,  while  thqy  endeayor  to 
retain  too  much  of  their  independence,  may  finally  lose  the 
whole.  By  the  expulsion  of  the  enemy  we  may  bo  emanci- 
pated from  the  tyranny  of  Great  Britain ;  we  slutll,  howeyer, 
be  without  a  solid  hope  of  peace  and  freedom  unless  we  are 
pfoperiy  cemented  among  ourselyes." 

The  proceedings  of  this  conyention  were  sent  to  eyeiy  state 
in  the  union,  to  Washington,  and  to  congress. :(:  They  were 
read  in  congress  on  the  twelfth  of  December  1780 ;  and  were 

*  The  names  of  all  ihe  ddogatot  are  giTen  in  Papers  of  the  Old  Congress, 
nxiU.,  891,  Ma 

f  That  New  Tork  took  the  lead  appears  from  eomparison  of  the  message  of 
CUntoo  fai  September  and  the  ciroolar  letter  of  the  eonvention ;  and  from  the 
pabUe  tribote  of  Hamilton  to  the  New  York  delegates  in  the  prosonoo  of  Hobart. 
HamiHoB,  iL,  sea 

X  Papers  of  the  Old  Googress,  xnffi^  891,  oontaining  copies  of  the  credentials 
of  tiie  commissioners,  the  resolutions  of  the  cooTention,  and  its  letters  to  the 
se?  era!  states,  to  oongress,  and  to  Washington.    IfS. 
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referred  to  a  committee  of  fire,  on  which  were  John  Witbe^ 
apoon  and  James  Madison,'**'  the  master  and  his  pnpiL  In  the 
same  days  Pennsylvania  instmcted  its  delegates  in  congress 
that  imposts  on  trade  were  absolutely  necessary ;  and,  in  order 
to  prevent  any  state  from  taking  advantage  of  a  neighbor, 
congress  should  recommend  to  the  several  states  in  nnion  a 
system  of  imposts.t  Before  the  end  of  1780  the  legislative 
coondl  and  general  assembly  of  Kew  Jersey,  while  they  in- 
sisted ^^  that  the  rights  of  every  state  in  the  union  should  be 
strictly  maintained/^  declared  that  ^^  congress  represent  the 
federsJ  republic''  j:  Thus  early  was  that  name  applied  to  the 
United  States.  Both  branches  of  the  legislature  of  New  York, 
which  at  that  time  was  ^^  as  well  disposed  a  state  as  any  in  the 
union,"  ^  approved  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  as  pro- 
moting the  interest  of  the  continent  | 

With  the  year  1781,  when  the  ministry  of  Great  Britain 
believed  themselves  in  possession  of  the  three  southernmost 
states  and  were  cheering  Comwallis  to  complete  his  glory  by 
the  conquest  of  Virginia ;  when  congress  was  confessedly  with- 
out the  means  to  recover  the  city  of  New  York ;  when  a  large 
contingent  from  France  was  at  Newport,  serious  efforts  for 
the  creation  of  a  federal  republic  began,  and  never  ceased  until 
it  was  established.  The  people  of  New  York,  from  motives 
of  the  highest  patriotism,  had  already  ceded  its  claims  to  west- 
em  lands.  The  territory  north-west  of  the  Ohio,  which  Vir- 
ginia had  conquered,  was  on  the  second  of  January^  surren- 
dered to  the  United  States  of  America.  For  this  renunciation 
one  state  and  one  state  only  had  made  delay.  On  the  twenty- 
ninth,  congress  received  the  news  so  long  anxiously  waited  for, 
that  Maryland  by  a  resolution  of  both  branches  of  her  legis- 
latureliad  acceded  to  the  confederation,  seven  members  only 
in  the  house  voting  in  the  negative.  Duane,  who  had  been 
taught  by  Washington  that  "  greater  powers  to  congress  were 
indispensably  necessary  to  the  well-being  and  good  government 

*  Endonoment  by  Charles  Thomson,  secretary  of  congress.    MS. 
f  Journals  o'  Assembly,  664. 

X  Representation  and  Remonstrance,  printed  in  MuUord's  New  Jersey,  460 
470.  •  Washington  to  Jefferson,  1  August  1786.    Sparks,  ix.,  186. 

I  Journals  of  Assembly,  91,  98. 
^Journal  of  Virginia  House  of  Delegates,  79. 
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of  public  afiEairs,"  *  instantly  addressed  him :  ^^Let  ns  devote 
this  day  to  joy  and  congratolationy  since  by  the  accomplishment 
of  onr  federal  nnion  we  are  become  a  nation.  In  a  political 
view  it  is  of  more  real  importance  than  a  victory  over  all  onr 
enemies.  We  shall  not  fail  of  taking  advantage  of  the  favor- 
able temper  of  the  states  and  recommending  for  ratification 
such  additional  articles  as  will  give  vigor  and  authority  to  gov- 
ernment" t  The  enthusiasm  of  the  moment  could  not  hide 
the  truth,  that  without  amendments  the  new  system  would 
struggle  vainly  for  hf e.  Washington  answered :  ^'  Onr  affairs 
win  not  put  on  a  different  aspect  unless  congress  is  vested  with, 
or  will  assume,  greater  powers  than  they  exert  at  present."  1^ 

To  John  Sullivan  of  New  Hampshire,  another  member  of 
congress,  Washington  wrote :  "  I  never  expect  to  see  a  happy 
termination  of  the  war,  nor  great  national  concerns  well  con- 
ducted in  peace,  till  there  is  something  more  than  a  recom- 
mendatory power  in  congress.  The  last  words,  therefore,  of 
my  letter  and  the  first  wish  of  my  heart  concur  in  favor  of 
it"<» 

The  legislature  of  Maryland  swiftly  transformed  its  resolu- 
tion into  an  act.  The  delegates  having  full  authority,  in  the 
presence  of  congress,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  subscribed  the 
articles  of  confederation,  and  its  complete,  formal,  and  final 
ratification  by  all  the  United  States  was  announced  to  the  pub- 
lic ;  to  the  executives  of  the  several  states ;  to  the  American 
ministers  in  Europe,  and  through  them  to  the  courts  at  which 
they  resided;  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  in 
America ;  to  the  commander-in-chief,  and  through  him  to  the 
army.|  Clinton  communicated  ^^  the  important  event"  to  the 
legislature  of  New  York,  adding :  '^  This  great  national  com- 
pact establishes  our  union."  ^  But  the  completion  of  the  con- 
federation was  the  instant  revelation  of  its  insufficiency,  and 
the  sunmions  to  the  people  of  America  to  form  a  better  con- 
stitution. 

*  Washington  to  James  Doane,  26  Deoember  1780.    MS. 
f  James  Duone  to  Washington,  29  January  1781. 

t  Washington  to  Doane,  19  February  1781. 

*  Washington  to  Sullivan,  4  February  1781.    Sparks,  Til,  408. 
I  Journals  of  Congress,  iii.,  681,  682,  691. 

^  Journal  of  New  York  Assembly,  for  19  March  1781. 
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Washington  rejoiced  that  Virginia  had  relinqnished  her 
claim  to  the  land  south  of  the  great  lakes  and  north-west  of 
the  Ohio,  which,  he  said,  ^  for  fertility  of  soil,  pleasantness  of 
climate,  and  other  natural  advantages,  is  equal  to  anj  known 
tract  of  conntiy  of  the  same  extent  in  the  universe."  *  He 
was  pleased  that  Maryland  had  acceded  to  the  confederation; 
but  he  saw  no  ground  to  rest  satisfied. 

On  taking  command  of  the  armj  in  Massachusetts  in  1775, 
he  at  once  discriminated  between  the  proper  functions  of  indi- 
vidual colonies  and  ^'  that  power  and  weight  which  ought  of 
right  to  belong  only  to  the  whole ; "  f  and  he  applied  to  Bich- 
ard  Heniy  Lee,  then  in  congress,  for  aid  in  establishing  the 
distinction.  In  the  following  years  lie  steadily  coanselled  the 
formation  of  one  continental  army.  As  a  faithful  laborer  in 
the  cause,  as  a  man  injuring  his  private  estate  without  the 
smallest  personal  advantage,  as  one  who  wished  the  prosperity 
of  America  most  devoutly,  he  in  the  last  days  of  1778  had 
pleaded  with  the  statesmen  of  Virginia  for  that  which  to  him 
was  more  than  life.  He  called  on  Benjamin  Harrison,  then 
speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates,  on  Mason,  Wythe,  Jefferson, 
Nicholas,  Pendleton,  and  Nelson,  ^^  not  to  be  satisfied  with 
places  in  their  own  state  while  the  common  interests  of  Ameri- 
ca were  mouldering  and  sinking  into  irretrievable  rain,  but  to 
attend  to  the  momentous  concerns  of  an  empire.'':^  ^'Till 
the  great  national  interest  is  fixed  upon  a  solid  basis,"  so  he 
wrote,  in  March  1779,  to  Gheorge  Mason,  ^^  I  lament  tiie  fatal 
policy  of  the  states  of  employing  their  ablest  men  at  home. 
How  useless  to  put  in  fine  oider  the  smallest  parts  of  a  clock 
unless  the  great  spring  which  is  to  set  the  whole  in  motion  is 
well  attended  to !  Let  this  voice  call  forth  you,  Jefferson,  and 
others  to  save  their  country."  ^  But  now,  with  deeper  emo- 
tion, he  turns  to  his  own  state  as  he  had  done  in  the  gloomy 
winter  of  1778.  He  has  no  consolation  but  in  the  hope  of  a 
good  federal  government.  His  growing  desire  has  the  charac- 
ter of  the  forces  of  nature,  which  from  the  opening  year  in- 
crease in  power  till  the  earth  is  renewed. 

*  Washington  to  SoUiTan,  4  Febroary  17S1.    Spaikt,  tH.,  400. 

f  Washington  to  Riohaid  H.  Lee,  29  Augnst  1776.    Spariu,  ii!.,  68,  60. 

t  Sparks,  tL,  160.  •  See  abore,  t.,  298^  819. 
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A  constant,  dose  observer  of  wliat  was  done  by  Virgima, 
be  beld  in  mind  that  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  December 
1779,  on  occasion  of  some  unwise  proceedings  of  congress,  she 
had  resolved  ^that  the  legislature  of  this  commonwealth  are 
greatly  alarmed  at  the  assumption  of  power  lately  exercised  by 
congress.  While  the  right  of  recommending  measures  to  each 
state  by  congress  is  admitted,  we  contend  for  that  of  judging 
of  their  utility  and  expediency,  and  of  course  either  to  approve 
or  reject  Making  any  state  answerable  for  not  agreeing  to 
any  of  its  recommendations  would  establish  a  dangerous  prece- 
dent against  the  authority  of  the  legislature  and  the  sovereignty 
of  the  separate  states."  * 

This  interposition  of  the  Virginia  legislature  so  haunted 
Washington's  mind  that  he  felt  himself  more  particxdarly  im- 
pelled to  address  with  freedom  men  of  whose  abilities  and  judg- 
ments he  wished  to  avail  himself.  He  thoroughly  imderstood 
the  obstinacy  and  strength  of  opinion  which  he  must  encounter 
and  overcome.  His  native  state,  reaching  to  the  Mississippi  and 
dividing  the  South  from  the  I^orth,  held,  from  its  geographical 
place,  its  numbers,  and  the  influence  of  its  statesmen,  a  power 
of  obstructing  union  such  as  belonged  to  no  other  state.  He 
must  persuade  it  to  renounce  some  share  of  its  individual  sov- 
ereignty and  forego  "  the  liberty  to  reject  or  alter  any  act  of 
congress  which  in  a  full  representation  of  states  has  been  sol- 
enmly  debated  and  decided  on,''  f  or  there  is  no  hope  of  con- 
solidating the  union.  His  position  was  one  of  extreme  deli- 
cacy ;  for  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  army  which  could  alone 
be  employed  to  enforce  the  requisitions  of  congress.  He  there- 
fore selected,  as  the  Virginians  to  whom  he  could  safely  ad- 
dress himself,  the  three  great  civilians  whom  that  common- 
wealth had  appointed  to  codify  its  laws  and  adapt  them  to  the 
new  state  of  society  consequent  on  independence,  Jefferson, 
its  governor,  Pendleton,  the  president  of  its  court  of  appeals, 
and  Wythe,  its  spotless  chancellor.  X 

^  Journal  of  Houbo  of  Delegates  of  Virginia,  for  24  December  1770, 108. 

t  Washington  to  James  Dnane,  26  December  1780. 

X  Washington  to  Jefferson,  Pendleton,  and  Wjthe,  Madison  Fdpers,  83,  Gil- 
pin's edition.  The  date  of  the  letter  is  not  given.  It  was  written  soon  after  the 
•ceeesion  of  Maryland  to  the  confederation ;  probablj  in  Febmary,  before  the  mid- 
dle of  the  month,  whidi  was  the  time  fixed  for  his  departure  from  New  Windsor 
TOL.  TI, — 2 
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^^  The  alliance  of  the  states,"  he  said,  ^^  is  now  complete. 
If  the  powers  granted  to  the  respective  body  of  the  states  are 
inadequate,  the  defects  should  be  conside^  and  remedied. 
Danger  may  spring  from  delay ;  good  will  result  from  a  timely 
application  of  a  remedy.  The  present  temper  of  the  states  is 
friendly  to  the  establishment  of  a  lasting  union ;  the  moment 
should  be  improved;  if  suflEered  to  pass  away  it  may  never 
return,  and,  after  gloriously  and  successfully  contending  against 
the  usurpations  of  Britain,  we  may  fall  a  prey  to  our  own  fol- 
lies and  disputes."  He  argued  for  the  power  of  compelling 
the  states  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  for  men  and  money 
agreeably  to  their  respective  quotas ;  adding :  "  It  would  give 
me  concern  should  it  be  thought  of  me  that  I  am  desirous  of 
enlarging  the  powers  of  congress  unnecessarily ;  I  declare  to 
God,  my  only  aim  is  the  general  good."  And  he  promised 
to  make  his  views  known  to  others  besides  the  three. 

His  stepson,  John  Parke  Custis,  who  was  just  entering  into 
public  Ufe,  he  thus  instructed :  ^^  The  fear  of  giving  sufficient 
powers  to  congress  is  futile.  Under  its  present  constitution, 
each  assembly  will  be#annihilated,  and  we  must  once  more 
return  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  and  be  made  to 
kiss  the  rod  preparing  for  our  correction.  A  nominal  head, 
which  at  present  is  but  another  name  for  congress,  will  no 
longer  do.  That  honorable  body,  after  hearing  the  interests 
and  views  of  the  several  states  &irly  discussed  and  explained 
by  their  respective  representatives,  must  dictate,  and  not  merely 
recommend."  * 

To  another  Virginian,  Joseph  Jones  of  King  George  coun- 
ty, whom  he  regarded  with  sincere  affection  and  perfect  trust, 
he  wrote :  "  Without  a  controlling  power  in  congress  it  will 
be  impossible  to  carry  on  the  war ;  and  we  shall  speedily  be 

for  Newport  The  dates  of  the  letters  of  1781,  infonniog  bim  of  the  accession 
of  Maryland,  were,  from  Duanc,  29  Janaarj,  MS. ;  from  Sulliyan,  29  January,  MS. ; 
from  Matthews,  80  January.  Letters  to  Washington,  iii.,  218.  Washington's 
answer  to  Sullivan  is  4  February,  Sparks,  Tii.,  402 ;  to  Matthews,  14  February. 
"  The  confederation  being  now  closed  wiU,  I  trust,  enable  congress  to  speak  de- 
dsiTcly  in  their  requisitions,**  eta  MS.  On  the  evening  of  the  fourteenth,  Wash- 
ington was  preparing  to  leave  for  Newport ;  an  unexpected  letter  from  Rocham- 
bcau  detained  him  in  camp  till  the  second  of  March.  Sparks,  vii.,  446,  note. 
*  Washington  to  John  Fftrke  Custis,  28  February  1781.    Sparks,  viL,  440-444. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1781.  EARLY  MOVEMEOTS  TOWARD  UinOK  19 

thirteen  distinct  states,  each  pursuing  its  local  interests,  till 
they  are  annihilated  in  a  general  crash.  The  fable  of  the 
bunch  of  sticks  may  well  bo  applied  to  us."  *  In  a  like  strain 
he  addressed  other  trusty  correspondents  and  friends,  f  His 
wants  as  commander-in-chief  did  not  confine  his  attention  to 
the  progress  of  the  war ;  he  aimed  at  nothing  less  than  an  en- 
during government  for  all  times  of  war  and  peace. 

As  soon  as  the  new  form  of  union  was  proclaimed,  congress 
saw  its  want  of  real  authority,  and  sought  a  way  to  remedy  the 
defect  A  report  by  Madison,  from  a  committee,:^  was  com- 
pleted on  the  twdfth  and  read  in  congress  on  the  sixteenth  of 
March ;  and  this  was  its  reasoning :  ^^  The  articles  of  confeder- 
ation, which  declare  that  every  state  shall  abide  by  the  deter- 
minations of  congress,  imply  a  general  power  vested  in  con- 
gress to  enforce  them  and  carry  them  into  effect.  The  United 
States  in  congress  assembled,  being  desirous  as  far  as  possible 
to  cement  and  invigorate  the  federal  union,  recommend  to  the 
legislature  of  every  state  to  give  authority  to  employ  the  f (wce 
of  the  United  States  as  well  by  sea  as  by  land  to  compel  the 
states  to  fulfil  their  federal  engagements."  ^ 

Madison  enclosed  to  Jefferson  a  copy  of  his  report,  and,  on 
account  of  the  delicacy  and  importance  of  the  subject,  ex- 
pressed a  wish  for  his  judgment  on  it  before  it  should  undergo 
the  final  decision  of  congress.  'No  direct  reply  from  him  is 
preserved,  |  bat  Joseph  Jones,  who,  after  a  visit  to  Bichmond, 

*  WasUngton  to  Joseph  Jones,  24  March  1781.    MS. 

t  Compare  his  letters  to  R.  R.  Li?iiigston  of  New  Tork,  81  Januaiy  1781 — 
Spark?,  viL,  891 ;  to  John  Sallkan  of  New  Hampshire,  4  Fobraary  1781— Sparks^ 
▼iL,  401,  402;  to  John  Hattheirs  of  South  Carolina,  14  Febmaiy  1781,  MS.;  to 
Juoes  Duane  of  New  York,  19  Febmaiy  1781,  MS. ;  to  Philip  Schuyler  of  New 
York,  20  Fcbmary  1781,  MS. ;  to  John  Parke  Custis  of  Vii^jinia,  28  February 
1781— Sparks,  vii.,  442;  to  William  Gordon,  in  Massachusetts,  9  March  1731— 
Sparks,  vii ,  448;  to  Joseph  Jones  of  Ring  George,  Virginia,  24  March  1781,  MS. ; 
to  John  Armstrong  of  Pennsylrania,  26  March  1781— Sparks,  vii.,  408. 

X  Reports  of  committees  on  increasing  the  powers  of  congress,  p.  19.    MS. 

*  Madison  Papers,  Gilpin^s  edition,  88-90.  Roporto  of  committees,  20,  22. 
MS.  ^adUUU  HUB  a  mSRibcr  of  the  committee  to  which  were  referred  the  papers 
from  the  Hartford  oonventlon  of  November  1780.  That  committee,  on  the  six- 
tacotli  of  February  1781,  made  a  report,  which  was  referrod  back  to  it.  Whether 
Madison's  report  of  the  twelfth  of  March  proceeded  from  that  oommittee,  the  im- 
perfect record  does  not  show. 

I  None  of  the  letters  of  Jefferson  to  Madison  of  this  year  have  been  preserved. 
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was  again  in  Philadelphia  about  the  middle  of  May,  gave  to 
Madison  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Washington  to  JeflEerson  and 
his  two  associates.*  There  were  no  chances  that  the  proposal 
of  Madison  would  be  approved  by  any  one  state,  yet  on  the 
second  of  May  it  was  referred  to  a  grand  committee ;  that  is, 
to  a  committee  of  one  from  each  statcf  On  the  eighteenth 
the  Chevalier  de  la  Lnzeme,  then  the  French  minister  in 
America,  sent  this  dispatch  to  Yergennes :  ^^  There  is  a  feeling 
to  reform  the  constitation  of  congress ;  bnt  the  articles  of  con- 
federation, defective  as  they  are,  cost  a  year  and  a  half  of  labor 
and  of  debates ;  a  change  will  not  encounter  less  diflSculty,  and 
it  appears  to  me  there  is  more  room  for  desire  than  for  hope."  X 
Even  while  he  was  writing,  the  movement  for  reform  re- 
ceived a  new  impulse.  In  a  pamphlet  dated  the  twenty-fourth, 
and  dedicated  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  to  the  assembly  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  William 
Barton  *  insisted  that  congress  should  "  not  be  left  with  the 
mere  shadow  of  sovereign  authority,  without  the  right  of 
exacting  obedience  to  their  ordinances,  and  destitute  of  the 
means  of  executing  their  resolves."  To  remedy  this  evil  he 
did  not  look  to  congress  itself,  but  "  indicated  the  necessity  of 
their  calling  a  continental  convention,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  ascertaining,  defining,  enlarging,  and  limiting  the  duties 
and  powers  of  their  constitution."  |  This  is  the  third  time 
that  the  suggestion  of  a  general  constituent  convention  was 
brought  before  the  country  by  the  press  of  Philadelphia. 

*  Madison  Papers,  Gilpin's  edition,  81. 

t  Reports  of  committees  on  increasing  the  powers  of  congress,  22.    MS. 

X  Loseme  to  Vergennes,  18  Maj  1781.    MS. 

«  Not  by  Pelatiah  Webster,  as  stated  bj  Madison.  Madison  Papm,  Gilpin's 
edition,  706;  Elliot's  stereotjrped  reprint,  117.  First:  at  a  later  period,  Webster 
collected  his  pamphlets  in  a  Tolume,  and  this  one  is  not  among  them ;  a  dis- 
claimer whiofa,  nnder  the  droomstanoes,  Is  conclusive.  The  style  of  this  pamphlet 
of  1781  is  totally  unlike  the  style  of  Pelatiah  Webster.  Through  my  friend  F. 
D.  Stone  of  Philadelphia  I  hare  seen  the  biU  for  printing  the  pamphlet;  it  was 
made  out  against  William  Barton  and  paid  by  him.  Further:  Barton  from  time 
to  time  wrote  pamphlets,  of  which,  on  a  careful  comparison,  the  style,  language, 
and  forms  of  ezpressicm  are  found  to  correspond  to  this  pamphlet  published  in 
1781.    Without  doubt  It  was  written  by  William  Barton. 

I  Obseryations  on  the  Nature  and  Use  of  Paper  Credit,  etc,  Philadclpbia, 
1781,  87.    The  preface  of  the  pamphlet  is  dated  24  May  1781. 
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The  grand  committee  of  thirteen  delayed  their  report  till 
the  twentieth  of  Jnlj,  and  then  only  expressed  a  wish  to  give 
congress  power  in  time  of  war  to  lay  an  embargo  at  least  for 
Qxty  days,  and  to  appoint  recdvers  of  the  money  of  the  United 
States  as  soon  as  collected  by  state  officers.  By  their  advice 
the  business  was  then  referred  to  a  committee  of  three.* 

Day  seemed  to  break  when,  on  the  twentieth  of  July,  Ed- 
mund Bandolph,  who  had  just  brought  from  Yiiginia  the 
news  of  its  disposition  to  strengthen  the  general  goyemment, 
Oliver  Ellsworth  of  Connecticut,  and  James  M.  Vammn  of 
Bhode  Island,  three  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  their  states,  were 
selected  to  ^^  prepare  an  exposition  of  the  confederation,  to 
devise  a  plan  for  its  complete  execution,  and  to  present  sup- 
plemental articles."  f 

In  support  of  the  proceedings  of  congress,  Hamilton,  during 
July  and  August,  published  a  series  of  papers  which  he  called 
"  lie  Continentalist.''  "  There  is  hardly  a  man,'*  said  he, 
^^who  will  not  acknowledge  the  confederation  unequal  to  a 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  or  to  the  preservation  of  the 
union  in  peace.  The  federal  government,  too  weak  at  first, 
will  continually  grow  weaker." J  "Already  some  of  the 
states  have  evaded  or  refused  the  demands  of  congress ;  the 
currency  is  depreciated ;  public  credit  is  at  the  lowest  ebb ;  our 
army  deficient  in  numbers  and  unprovided  with  everything; 
the  enemy  making  an  alarming  progress  in  the  southern  states ; 
Comwallis  still  formidable  to  Virginia.  As  in  explanation  of 
our  embarrassments  nothing  can  be  alleged  to  the  disaffection 
of  the  people,  we  must  have  recourse  to  impolicy  and  misman- 
agement in  their  rulers.  We  ought,  therefore,  not  only  to 
strain  eveiy  nerve  to  render  the  present  campaign  as  decisive 
as  possible,  but  we  ought,  without  delay,  to  enlarge  the  powers 
of  congress.  Every  plan  of  which  this  is  not  the  foundation 
win  be  illusory.  The  separate  exertions  of  the  states  will 
never  suffice.  Nothing  but  a  well-proportioned  exertion  of 
the  resources  for  the  whole,  under  the  direction  of  a  common 

*  Report  of  the  grand  committee.    US. 
t  Report  of  the  committee  of  three. 

{  CoDtinentaliflt.    Reprinted  in  J.  C.  Hamilton's  edition  of  the  Federalist, 
cxl.,  cxli.,  cxIt.,  cxItL,  oxlTii^  ozlviiL 
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oouncil  with  power  sufficient  to  give  efficacy  to  their  reeola- 
tions,  can  preserve  us  from  being  a  conquered  people  now,  or 
can  make  us  a  happy  one  hereafter." 

The  committee  of  three,  Randolph,  Ellsworth,  and  Va^ 
num,  made  their  report  on  the  twenty-second  of  August 
They  declined  to  prepare  an  exposition  of  the  confederation, 
because  such  a  conmient  would  be  voluminous  if  co-extensive 
with  the  subject ;  and,  in  the  enumeration  of  powers,  omissions 
would  become  an  argument  against  their  existence.  With  pro- 
fessional exactness  they  explained  in  twenty-one  cases  the 
"manner"  in  which  "lie  confederation  required  execution." 
As  to  delinquent  states,  they  advised,  "  That — as  America  be- 
came a  confederate  republic  to  crush  the  present  and  future 
foes  of  her  independence ;  as  of  this  republic  a  general  coun- 
cil is  a  necessary  organ ;  and  as,  without  the  extension  of  its 
power,  war  may  receive  a  fatal  inclination  and  peace  be  ex- 
posed to  daily  convulsions — ^it  be  resolved  to  recommend  to 
the  several  states  to  authorize  the  United  States  in  congress 
assembled  to  lay  embargoes  and  prescribe  rules  for  impressing 
property  in  time  of  war;  to  appoint  collectors  of  taxes  re- 
quired by  congress ;  to  admit  new  states  with  the  consent  of 
any  dismembered  state ;  to  establish  a  consular  system  without 
reference  to  the  states  individually ;  to  distrain  the  property  of 
a  state  delinquent  in  its  assigned  proportion  of  men  and  money ; 
and  to  vary  the  rules  of  sufErage  in  congress  so  as  to  decide 
the  most  important  questions  by  the  agreement  of  two  thirds 
of  the  United  States."* 

It  viras  further  proposed  to  make  a  representation  to  the 
several  states  of  the  necessity  for  these  supplemental  powers, 
a^d  of  pursuing  in  their  development  one  uniform  plan. 

At  the  time  when  this  report  was  made  the  country  was 
rousing  its  energies  for  a  final  campaign.  New  England  with 
its  militia  assisted  to  man  the  lines  near  New  York ;  the  com- 
mander-in-chief with  his  army  had  gone  to  meet  Comwallis  in 
Virginia;  and  Greene  was  recovering  the  three  southernmost 
states.  Few  persons  in  that  moment  of  suspense  cared  to  read 
the  political  essays  of  Hamilton,  and  he  hastened  to  take  part 
in  the  war  under  the  command  of  Lafayette.    The  hurry  of 

*  Reports  on  increasiog  the  powers  of  congress. 
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crowded  hours  left  no  opportanity  for  deliberation  on  the  re- 
form of  the  constitution.  Moreover,  the  committee  of  three, 
while  they  recognised  the  duty  of  obedience  on  the  part  of  the 
states  to  the  requisitions  of  congress,  knew  no  way  to  force 
men  into  the  ranks  of  the  army,  or  distrain  the  property  of  a 
state.  There  could  be  no  coercion ;  for  every  state  was  a  de- 
linquent. Had  it  been  otherwise,  the  coercion  of  a  state  by 
force  of  arms  is  civil  war,  and,  from  the  weakness  of  the  con- 
federacy and  the  strength  of  organization  of  each  separate 
state,  the  attempt  at  coercion  would  have  been  disunion. 

Yet  it  was  necessary  for  the  public  mind  to  pass  through 
this  process  of  reasoning.  The  conviction  that  the  confederacy 
could  propose  no  remedy  for  its  weakness  but  the  impractica- 
ble one  of  the  coercion  of  sovereign  states  compelled  the  search 
for  a  really  efficient  and  more  humane  form  of  government 
Meantime  the  report  of  Bandolph,  Ellsworth,  and  Yamum, 
which  was  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  nearly  eight 
months,  fell  to  the  ground.  We  shall  not  have  to  wait  long 
for  a  word  from  Washington ;  and,  when  he  next  speaks,  he 
will  propose  "a  new  ooKSTnunoN." 
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CHAPTER  n. 

THE  BTBUOOLB  FOB  BEYENUB. 
1781-1782. 

SoHUTLEB  had  been  led  by  his  own  experience  to  perceive 
the  necessity  for  the  states  to  surrender  some  part  of  their 
sovereignty,  and  "adopt  another  system  of  government"  On 
the  twenty-first  of  Jannaiy  1781  he  moved  in  the  senate  of 
New  York  to  request  the  eastern  states  to  join  in  an  early 
convention,  which  should  form  a  perpetual  league  of  incorpo- 
ration, subservient,  however,  to  the  common  interest  of  all  the 
states;  invite  others  to  accede  to  it;  erect  Vermont  into  a 
state ;  devise  a  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  common  debts ; 
substitute  a  permanent  and  uniform  system  for  temporary 
expedients ;  and  invest  the  confederacy  with  powers  of  coer- 
cion.* 

"  We  stand  ready  on  our  part  to  confer  adequate  powers 
on  congress,''  was  the  message  of  both  houses  to  that  body  in 
a  letter  of  the  fifth  of  February,  written  in  the  name  of  the 
state  by  their  joint  committee,  on  which  were  Schuyler  and 
Benson,  f 

Washington  had  been  taught  by  his  earliest  observation  as 
general,  and  had  often  declared  the  indispensable  necessity  of 
more  responsibility  and  permanency  in  the  executive  bodies.  X 
The  convention  at  Boston  of  August  1780  had  recommended 

*  Schuyler  to  Waahington,  21  January  1781.  Letters  to  Washington,  UL,  213. 

t  Letter  from  the  state  of  New  York  to  oongress,  6  February  1781.  Papers  of 
Old  Congress,  Ixrii.,  844.  MS.  A  copy  of  the  letter  was  sent  to  Washington  by 
Clinton,  14  February  1781.    Letters  to  Washington,  xlri.,  172.    HS. 

%  Washington  to  Duane,  26  December  1780. 
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**  a  permanent  i^Btem  for  the  several  departments."  *  Hamil- 
ton ^^was  among  the  first  who  were  convinced  that  their  ad- 
ministration by  single  men  was  essential  to  the  proper  manage- 
ment of  aflEair8."t  On  the  tenth  of  January  1781,  congress 
initiated  a  reform  by  establishing  a  department  of  foreign 
affairs ;:(  bnt  more  than  eight  months  elapsed  before  it  was 
filled  by  Bobert  B.  lavingston. 

There  was  the  most  pressing  need  of  a  minister  of  war. 
After  tedions  rivalries  and  delays,  Benjamin  Lincoln  was 
elected;  but  he  did  not  enter  upon  the  office  till  near  the 
end  of  November,  when  the  attempt  of  Great  Britain  to  sub- 
jngate  America  had  ceased. 

For  the  treasury,  John  Sullivan  suggested  to  Washington 
the  name  of  Hamilton.^  How  far  Hamilton  had  made  a 
study  of  finance,  Washington  did  not  know;  but  he  said: 
^^  Few  of  his  age  have  a  more  general  knowledge,  and  no  one 
is  more  firmly  engaged  in  the  cause,  or  exceeds  him  in  probity 
and  sterling  virtue."  |  In  February  the  choice  fell  on  Bobert 
Morris,  and  unanimously,  except  that  Massachusetts  abstained 
from  the  ballot,  ^  Samuel  Adams  preferring  the  old  system  of 
committees.^ 

While  Morris  delayed  his  acceptance,  Hamilton,  who  had 
been  the  first  to  present  his  name  for  the  place,  opened  a  cor- 
respondence with  him.  "  A  national  debt,"  he  wrote,  "  if  it  is 
not  excessive,  will  be  a  national  blessing,  a  powerful  cement  of 
union,  a  necessity  for  keeping  up  taxation,  and  a  spur  to  in- 
dustry." ^  He  recommended  a  national  bank,  with  a  capital 
of  ten  or  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  two  sixths  in 
specie,  one  sixth  in  bills  or  securities  on  good  European  funds, 
and  three  sixths  in  good  landed  security.  It  was  to  be  erected 
into  a  legal  corporation  for  thirty  years,  during  which  no 

*  Hough's  edition  of  Convention  at  Boston,  8-9  Aagust  1780,  61. 

t  Hamilton  to  Robert  Morris,  80  April  1781 ;  Hamilton,  L,  228 ;  to  Doime, 
8  Sq>tember  1780.    Ibid.,  L,  164. 
X  Joomals  of  Congress,  iii.,  664. 

•  Solliran  to  Washington,  29  Janoai^  1781.    MS. 

I  Washhigton  to  Solliyan,  4  Febmary  1781.    Sparks,  viL,  899. 
^  Joumala  of  Congress,  iii.,  680. 

0  Luzerne  to  Yergenncs,  26  March  1781.    Partly  printed  in  Sparks,  Til,  400l 

1  Hamilton,  L,  267. 
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other  bank,  public  or  private,  was  to  be  permitted.  Its  capi- 
tal and  deposits  were  to  be  exempt  from  taxation,  and  the . 
United  States,  collectively  and  particularly,  and  conjointly 
with  the  private  proprietors,  were  to  become  responsible 
for  all  its  transactions.  Its  sources  of  profit  were  to  be  the 
sole  right  of  issuing  a  currency  for  the  United  States  equal 
in  amount  to  the  whole  capital  of  the  bank ;  loans  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  eight  per  cent;  discount  of  bills  of  exchange; 
contracts  with  the  French  government  for  the  supply  of  its 
fleets  and  armies  in  America,  with  the  United  States  for  the 
supply  of  their  army ;  dealings  in  real  estates,  especially,  with 
its  large  capital,  buying  at  favorable  opportunities  the  real 
estates  of  men  who,  having  rendered  themselves  odious,  would 
be  obliged  to  leave  the  country.  Another  source  of  immense 
gain,  contingently  even  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  was  to  be  a 
contract  with  the  United  States  for  taking  up  all  their  paper 
emissions.  Incidentally,  Ebmilton  expressed  his  '^wish  to  see 
a  convention  of  all  the  states,  with  full  power  to  alter  and 
amend,  finally  and  irrevocably,  the  present  futile  and  senseless 
confederation.'*  * 

This  conununication  led  to  the  closest  relations  between 
Hamilton  and  Eobert  Morris ;  but,  vehement  as  was  the  char- 
acter of  the  older  man,  his  schemes  fell  far  short  of  the  daring 
suggestions  of  his  young  counsellor.  On  the  fourteenth  of 
May,  Morris  was  installed  as  the  superintendent  of  finance, 
and  three  days  later  he  laid  before  congress  his  plan  for  a 
national  bank,  f  Its  capital  was  to  be  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  gold  and  silver,  with  power  of  increase  at  discretion ; 
its  notes  were  to  form  the  currency  of  the  country,  and  be  re- 
ceivable as  specie  for  duties  and  taxes  by  every  state  and  by 
the  United  States.  Authority  to  constitute  Ac  company  a 
legal  body  not  being  granted  by  the  articles  of  confederation, 
Morris  submitted  that  congress  should  apply  to  the  states  for 
the  power  of  incorporating  a  bank  and  prohibiting  all  other 
banks. :( 

On  the  twenty-sixth,  congress,  without  waiting  to  hear  the 

♦  Hamilton,  i.,  228-257. 

t  Journals  of  Ckmgress,  lit,  624 ;  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  vii.,  444-440. 

%  R.  Morris  to  congress,  17  Maj  1781.    Diplomatic  Correspondence,  xi.,  864. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


irsi.  TIIE  STRUGGLE  FOR  REVENUE.  27 

voices  of  the  states,  resolved  that  the  bank  should  be  incorpo- 
rated so  soon  as  the  subscription  should  be  filled  and  officers 
chosen.  This  vote  was  carried  by  New  Hampshire,  New  Jer^ 
sej,  and  the  five  sonthemmost  states,  Massachusetts  being  in 
the  negative,  Pennsylvania  divided,  and  Madison  alone  of  the 
four  members  from  Virginia  opposing  it  as  not  within  the 
powers  of  the  confederation. 

From  the  want  of  a  valuation  of  private  lands  and  build- 
ings, congress  had  not  even  the  right  to  apportion  requisitions. 
The  five  states  which  met  at  Hartford  had  suggested  for  the 
United  States  an  impost  as  a  source  of  revenue.  New  Jersey 
and  North  Carolina  suffered  from  the  legislation  of  the  neigh- 
boring states,  which  were  the  natural  channels  of  a  part  of 
their  foreign  trade :  on  the  third  of  February  1781,  Wither^ 
spoon  and  Burke,  their  representatives  in  congress,  reviving  an 
amendment  to  the  articles  of  confederation  proposed  by  New 
Jersey  in  1778,*  moved  to  vest  in  the  United  States  the  power 
of  regulating  commerce  according  to  "the  common  interest," 
and,  under  restrictions  calculated  to  soothe  state  jealousies, 
the  exclusive  right  of  laying  duties  upon  imported  articles. 
This  motion,  which  was  a  memorable  step  toward  union,  failed 
of  success  ;t  and  on  the  same  day  congress  contented  itself 
with  asking  of  the  states,  as  an  "  indispensable  necessity,"  the 
power  to  levy  a  duty  of  five  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  all  im- 
ports, with  no  permanent  exemptions  except  of  wool  cards 
and  cotton  cards,  and  wire  for  making  them.  This  first  scheme 
of  duties  on  foreign  commerce  sought  to  foster  American  in- 
dustry by  the  free  admission  of  materials  necessary  to  the 
manufacturer. 

The  letter  of  the  fifth  of  February  from  the  state  of  New 
York  was  met  on  its  way  by  the  vote  of  congress  of  the  third. 
In  March,  New  York  granted  the  duties,  to  "  be  collected  in 
such  manner  and  by  such  officers  as  congress  should  direct."  1^ 
Connecticut  had  acted  a  month  earlier  at  a  special  session 
caUed  by  Governor  Trumbull,  but  had  limited  its  grant  to  the 
end  of  the  third  year  after  the  war.**    New  Hampshire  fol- 

*  JonruaU  of  Congress,  U.,  604.  f  Ibid.,  iii.,  61S, 
t  Papers  of  Old  Congress,  lxx7. 

•  Journals  of  Congress,  lii.,  694,  600.    Papers  of  Old  Congress,  bcxv.    MS. 
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lowed  in  the  first  week  of  April.*  MassaclmBetts  delayed  its 
consent  till  the  next  year,  and  then  reserved  to  itself  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  collectors. 

Ontside  of  the  five  states  which  met  at  Hartf ord,  the  first 
to  agree  to  the  new  demand  were  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jer- 
sey .f  The  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  which  was  to  have 
met  in  Bichmond  on  the  seventh  of  May,  was  chaaed  by  the 
enemy  to  Charlottesville,  where  it  elected  Benjamin  Harrison 
its  speaker,  and  where  John  Taylor  of  Caroline,:^  according  to 
order,  presented  a  bill  to  enable  the  United  States  to  levy  the 
needed  duty.  Fleeing  beyond  the  monntains,  they  completed 
the  act  at  Stannton.  The  grant,  of  which  Harrison  had  been 
the  great  promoter,^  was  restricted  neither  as  to  time  nor  as 
to  form.|  Early  in  September,  North  Carolina  adopted  the 
measure;'^  Delaware  in  November;  South  Carolina  in  Feb- 
ruary 1782 ;  and  Maryland  in  its  following  April  session.  The 
consent  of  Gteorgia  was  confidently  expected. 

After  the  surrender  of  Comwallis,  the  legislature  of  New 
York  once  more  declared  the  readiness  of  their  state  to  com- 
ply with  any  measures  to  render  the  union  of  the  United  States 
more  intimate,  and  to  contribute  their  proportion  of  well-estab- 
lished funds.^  This  alacrity  Clinton,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
November,  reported  to  congress  as  the  highest  "  evidence  of  a 
sincere  disposition  in  the  state  to  promote  the  common  inter- 
est"J 

Meantime  the  subscriptions  to  the  bank  languished,  and 
Morris  thought  fit  to  apply  to  John  Jay  for  money  from  the 
court  of  Madrid  for  its  benefit,  saying:  "I  am  determined 
that  the  bank  shall  be  well  supported  until  it  can  support  itself, 
and  then  it  will  support  us.'*$    But  there  was  no  ray  of  hope 

•  Papers  of  Old  Congress,  Ixxir.,  9.    MS. 

t  Dallas*8  Laws  of  PexmaylTania,  I,  890.  The  act  was  of  6  April  1781. 
Journals  of  Congress,  iiL,  632.  The  act  of  New  Jersey  was  passed  2  June  1781. 
Wilson's  Acts  of  New  Jersey,  191. 

X  Journal  of  House  of  Delegates,  80  May  1781. 

*  Harrison  to  WasUngton  31  March  1788. 

I  Papers  of  Old  Congress,  Ixxr.,  369.    Hening's  Statutes  at  Largo,  x.,  409. 

^  Papers  of  Old  Congress,  Ixxvi.,  91.    Journals  of  Congress,  iii.,  674. 

0  Papers  of  Old  Congress,  Ixrii.,  438.    MS. 

i  Ibid.,  443.  ^  Morris  to  Jay,  18  July  1781.    Dip.  Cor.,  vil,  440. 
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from  that  quarter.  Thongli  bo  late  as  October  1781  the  sub- 
scription amounted  to  no  more  than  seventy  thousand  dollars,* 
he  was  yet  able  to  prevail  with  congress,  on  the  thirty-first 
day  of  December,  to  incorporate  the  bank  **  forever  "  by  the 
name  of  the  Bank  of  North  America ;  but  it  was  not  to  exer- 
cise powers  in  any  one  of  the  United  States  repugnant  to  the 
laws  or  constitution  of  that  statcf  But  for  this  restriction 
Madison  would  have  seen  in  the  ordinance  ^^  a  precedent  of 
usurpation.":^ 

The  bank  still  wanted  capitaL  During  the  autumn  of  1781 
a  remittance  in  specie  of  nearly  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
had  been  received  from  the  king  of  France,  and  brought  to 
^Philadelphia.  In  January  1782,  Morris,  with  no  clear  warrant, 
subscribed  all  of  this  sum  that  remained  in  the  treasury,  being 
about  two  hxmdred  and  fifty-four  thousand  dollars,  to  the  stock 
of  the  bank,^  which  was  thus  nursed  into  life  by  the  public 
moneys.  In  return,  it  did  veiy  little,  and  could  do  very  little, 
for  the  United  States.  Its  legal  establishment  was  supported 
by  a  charter  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  in  March  1782 ; 
by  an  act  of  recognition  from  Pennsylvania  in  March,  and  a 
charter  on  the  first  of  April ;  and  ten  days  later  by  a  charter 
from  New  York.  The  final  proviso  of  the  New  York  charter 
was,  ^^  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
imply  any  right  or  power  in  the  United  States  in  congress 
assembled  to  create  bodies  politic,  or  grant  letters  of  incorpo- 
ration in  any  case  whatsoever."!  The  acts  of  Pennsylvania 
were  repealed  in  1785.    Delaware  gave  a  charter  in  1786. 

The  confederaqr  promised  itself  a  solid  foundation  for 
a  system  of  finance  from  a  duty  on  imports.  Through  the 
press,  Hamilton  now  pleads  for  vesting  congress  with  full 
power  of  regulating  trade;  and  he  contrasts  the  "prospect  of 
a  number  of  petty  states,  jarring,  jealous,  and  perverse,  fluctu- 
ating and  unhappy  at  home,  weak  by  their  dissensions  in  the 
eyes  of  other  nations,"  with  the  "  noble  and  magnificent  pei^ 
spective  of  a  great  federal  republic" 

*  life  of  Uorris,  81. 

f  Ordinanoe  to  inooiporate,  etc.    Journals  of  Congress,  ill,  706,  707. 
%  Gilpin,  106. 

*  From  the  narratiTe  of  Robert  Morris  in  Life  of  Morris,  90. 
I  JoDM  ft  VaricVa  edition  of  Uws  of  New  Tork,  1789, 77. 
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It  is  the  gloiy  of  New  York  that  its  legislature  was  the 
first  to  impart  the  sanction  of  a  state  to  the  great  conception 
of  a  federal  convention  to  frame  a  constitution  for  the  United 
States.  On  the  report  of  a  committee  of  which  Madison  was 
the  head,  congress,  in  May  1782,  took  into  consideration  the 
desperate  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  and  divided 
between  four  of  its  members  the  office  of  explaining  the  com- 
mon danger  to  every  state.*  At  the  request  of  the  delegation 
which  repaired  to  tiie  North,  Clinton  convened  an  extra  ses- 
sion of  the  senate  and  assembly  of  New  York  at  Poughkeepsie, 
where,  in  July,  they  received  from  the  committee  of  congress 
a  full  communication  f  "  on  the  necessity  of  providing  for  a 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war." 

The  legislature  had  been  in  session  for  a  week  when  Ham- 
ilton, who  for  a  few  months  filled  the  office  of  United  States 
receiver  of  revenue  for  his  state,  repaired  to  Poughkeepsie 
"  to  second  the  views "  of  his  superior.  In  obedience  to  in- 
structions, he  strongly  represented  "  the  necessity  of  solid  ar- 
rangements of  finance ; "  but  he  went  to  the  work  "  without 
very  sanguine  expectations,"  for  he  believed  that,  "  whatever 
momentary  effort  the  legislature  might  make,  very  little  would 
be  done  till  the  entire  change  of  the  present  system ; "  and, 
before  this  could  be  effected,  "mountains  of  prejudice  and  pai^ 
ticular  interest  were  to  be  levelled."  X 

On  the  nineteenth,  three  days  after  his  arrival,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Schuyler,  his  father-in-law,  who  was  ever  constant  in 
support  of  a  national  system,  the  senate  resolved  itself  into 
"a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  nation."  From 
its  deliberations  on  two  successive  days  a  series  of  resolutions 
proceeded,  which,  as  all  agree,  Hamilton  drafted,  and  which, 
after  they  had  been  considered  by  paragraphs,  were  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  senate.  The  house  concurred  in  them  with- 
out amendment  and  with  equal  unanimity.  These  resolutions 
as  they  went  forth  from  the  legislature  find  in  the  public  ex- 
perience "  the  strongest  reason  to  apprehend  from  a  continu- 
ance of  the  present  constitution  of  the  continental  government 
a  subversion  of  public  credit,"  and  a  danger  "  to  the  safety  and 

*  Journals  of  Congress,  23  May  and  16  and  18  July  11S2, 

f  Clinton's  message  of  11  July  1782.  X  Hamilton,  I,  286,  283. 
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independence  of  the  states."  They  repeat  the  words  of  the 
Hartford  convention  and  of  Clinton,  that  the  radical  source  of 
the  public  embarrassments  had  been  the  want  of  sufficient 
power  in  congress,  particularly  the  power  of  providing  for 
itself  a  revenue,  which  could  not  be  obtained  by  partial  delib- 
erations of  the  separate  states.  For  these  reasons  the  legis- 
lature of  New  York  invite  congress  for  the  common  welfare 
^^  to  recommend  and  each  state  to  adopt  the  measure  of  as- 
sembling a  general  convention  of  the  states  specially  authorized 
to  revise  and  amend  the  confederation,  reserving  a  right  to  the 
respective  legislatures  to  ratify  their  determinations."  *  These 
resolutions  the  governor  of  New  York  was  requested  to  trans- 
mit to  congress  and  to  the  executive  of  every  state. 

The  l^slature  held  a  conference  with  Hamilton,  as  the 
receiver  of  revenue,  but  without  permanent  results ;  and  it  in- 
cluded him  "pretty  unanimously"  in  its  appointment  of  del^ 
gates  to  congress  for  the  ensuing  year.  On  the  fourth  of 
Ai^nst  the  resolutions  for  a  federal  convention  were  commu- 
nic^ied  by  Clinton  without  a  word  of  remark  to  the  congress 
then  in  session.  There,  on  the  fifteenth,  they  were  referred 
to  a  grand  committee ;  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  that  con- 
gress proceeded  to  its  election. 

In  his  distress  for  money,  Morris  solicited  a  new  French 
loan  of  twenty  millions  of  livres.  The  demand  was  excessive : 
the  king,  however,  consented  to  a  loan  of  six  millions  for  the 
year  1783,  of  which  Franklin  immediately  received  one  tenth 
part  "  You  will  take  care,"  so  Yergennes  wrote  to  Luzerne, 
"  not  to  leave  them  any  hope  that  the  king  can  make  them 
further  advances  or  guarantee  for  them  new  loans  from  others ; " 
and  he  complained  that  the  United  States  did  not  give  suffi- 
cient proofs  of  their  readiness  to  create  the  means  for  meeting 
their  debts.t 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  December  the  French  auxiliary 
forces  in  the  United  States,  except  one  regiment  which  soon 
followed,  embarked  at  Boston  for  the  West  Indies.  The  affec- 
tions, the  gratitude,  the  sympathy,  the  hopes  of  America  fol- 
lowed the  French  officers  as  they  left  her  shores.    What 

•  US.  copy  of  tbe  Journals  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  New  York  for  the 
session  of  July  1782.  f  Vergennes  to  Lozene,  21  Deoembcr  1782. 
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boundless  services  they  had  rendered  in  the  establishment  of 
her  independence !  What  creative  ideas  they  were  to  cany 
home !  How  did  they  in  later  wars  defy  death  in  all  dimes, 
from  San  Domingo  to  Moscow  and  to  the  Kile,  always  ready 
to  bleed  for  their  beautiful  land,  often  yielding  up  their  lives 
for  liberty !  Rochambeau,  who  was  received  with  special  honor 
by  Louis  XYI.,  through  a  happy  accident  escaped  the  perils  of 
the  revolution,  and  lived  to  be  more  than  fourscore  years  of 
age.  Yiomenil,  his  second  in  command,  was  mortally  wounded 
while  defending  his  king  in  the  palace  of  the  Tuileries.  De 
Grasse  died  before  a  new  war  broke  out.  For  more  than  fifty 
years  Lafayette— in  the  states  general,  in  convention,  in  legis- 
lative assemblies,  at  the  head  of  armies,  in  exile,  in  cruel  and 
illegal  imprisonment,  in  retirement,  in  his  renewed  public  life, 
the  emancipator  of  slaves,  the  apostle  of  free  labor,  the  dearest 
guest  of  America — ^remained  to  his  latest  hour  the  true  and 
the  ever  hopeful  representative  of  loyalty  to  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty. The  Viscount  de  Noailles,  who  so  gladly  assisted  to 
build  in  America  the  home  of  human  freedom  for  comers  from 
all  nations,  was  destined  to  make  the  motion  which  in  one 
night  swept  from  his  own  country  feudal  privilege  and  per- 
sonal servitude.  The  young  Count  Henri  de  Saint-Simon,  who 
during  his  four  campaigns  in  America  mused  on  the  never- 
ending  succession  of  sorrows  for  the  many,  devoted  himself  to 
the  reform  of  society,  government,  and  industry.  Dumas  sur- 
vived long  enough  to  take  part  in  the  revolution  of  July 
1830.  Charles  Lameth,  in  the  states  general  and  constituent 
assembly,  proved  one  of  the  wisest  and  ablest  of  the  popular 
party,  truly  loving  liberty  and  hating  all  excesses  in  its  name. 
Alexander  Lameth,  acting  with  the  third  estate  in  the  states 
general,  proposed  the  abolition  of  all  privileges,  the  enfran- 
chisement of  every  slave,  and  freedom  of  the  press ;  he  shared 
the  captivity  of  liif ayette  in  Olmiitz,  and  to  the  end  of  his 
life  was  a  defender  of  constitutional  rights.  Custine  of  Metz, 
whose  brilliant  services  in  the  United  States  had  won  for  him 
veiy  high  promotion,  represented  in  the  states  general  the  no- 
bility of  Lorraine,  and  insisted  on  a  declaration  of  the  rights 
of  man.  Of  the  Marquis  de  Chastellux  Washington  said: 
"  Never  have  I  parted  with  a  man  to  whom  my  soul  clave  more 
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emoerelj."  *  His  philanthropic  zeal  for  ^^  the  greatest  good 
of  the  greatest  nmnber''  was  intermpted  only  by  an  early 
death. 

Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  S^condat,  a  grandson  of  the 
great  Montesquieu,  obtained  promotion  for  good  service  in 
America.  Kor  may  an  Amercan  fail  to  name  the  young  Prince 
de  Broglie,  though  he  arrived  too  late  to  take  paoi;  in  any  bat- 
tle. In  the  midday  of  life,  just  before  he  was  wantonly  sent 
to  the  guillotine,  he  said  to  his  child,  then  nine  years  old, 
afterward  the  self-sacrificing  minister,  who  kept  faith  with  the 
United  States  at  the  cost  of  popularity  and  place :  ^^  My  son, 
they  may  strive  to  draw  you  away  from  the  side  of  liberty,  by 
saying  to  you  that  it  took  the  life  of  your  father ;  never  be- 
lieve them,  and  remain  true  to  its  noble  cause.'' 

At  the  time  when  the  strengtb  which  came  from  the  pres- 
ence of  a  wealthy  and  generous  ally  was  departing,  the  ground 
was  flhaking  beneath  the  feet  of  congress.  Pennsylvania,  the 
great  central  state,  in  two  memorials  offered  to  congress  the 
dilemma,  either  to  satisfy  its  creditors  in  that  state,  or  to  suffer 
them  to  be  paid  by  the  state  itself  out  of  its  contributions  to 
the  general  revenue.  The  first  was  impossible;  the  second 
would  dissolve  the  union.  Yet  it  was  with  extreme  difficulty 
that  Butledge,  Madison,  and  Hamilton,  a  committee  from  con- 
gress, prevailed  upon  the  assembly  of  Pennsylvania  to  desist 
for  the  time  from  appropriating  funds  raised  for  the  confed- 
eration, f 

The  system  for  revenue  by  duties  on  importations  seemed 
now  to  await  only  the  assent  of  Bhode  Island.  That  conmion- 
wealth  in  1781  gave  a  wavering  answer;  and  then  instructed 
its  delegates  in  congress  to  uphold  state  sovereignty  and  in- 
dependence. On  the  first  of  November  1782  its  assembly 
unanimously  rejected  the  measure  for  three  reasons :  the  im- 
post would  bear  hardest  on  the  most  conunereial  states,  par- 
ticularly upon  Bhode  Island ;  officers  unknown  to  the  constitu- 
tion would  be  introduced ;  a  revenue  for  the  expenditure  of 
which  congress  is  not  to  be  accountable  to  the  states  would 

♦  SparkB,  TiiL,  867. 

t  GUpin,  199,  21S,  824,  488;  Journals  of  Congress,  4  December  1782;  Min^ 
Qtas  of  Assembly  of  Pennsylrania  for  1782,  pp.  668,  676,  788. 
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render  that  body  independent  of  its  oonstitaents,  and  would  be 
repugnant  to  the  liberty  of  the  United  States,  * 

The  necessity  of  the  consent  of  every  one  of  the  thirteea 
states  to  any  amendment  of  the  confederacy  gave  to  Bhode 
Island  a  control  over  the  destinies  of  America.  Against 
its  obstinacy  the  confederation  was  helpless.  The  reply  to 
its  communication,  drafted  by  Hamilton,  declared,  first :  that 
the  duty  would  prove  a  charge  not  on  the  importing  state, 
but  on  the  consumer;  next,  that  no  government  can  exist 
without  a  right  of  appointing  officers  for  those  purposes 
which  proceed  from  and  centre  in  itself,  though  the  power 
may  not  be  expressly  known  to  the  constitution;  lastly,  the 
impost  is  a  measure  of  necessity,  "and,  if  not  within  the 
letter,  is  within  the  spirit  of  the  confederation."  f 

The  growing  discontent  of  the  army,  the  clamor  of  public 
creditors,  the  enormous  deficit  in  the  revenue,  were  invincible 
arguments  for  a  plan  which  promised  relief.  Congress  hav- 
ing no  resource  except  persuasion,  three  of  its  members  would 
have  borne  its  letter  to  Rhode  Island  but  for  intelligence  from 
Virginia.:!: 

In  the  legislature  of  that  state,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  wait- 
ing till  the  business  of  the  session  was  nearly  over  and  the 
house  very  thin,  ^  proposed  to  the  assembly  to  withdraw  its 
assent  to  the  federal  impost ;  and  the  repeal  was  carried  in  the 
house  on  the  sixth,  in  the  senate  on  the  seventh  of  December,  | 
without  a  negative.  The  reasons  for  the  act,  as  recited  in  its 
preamble,  were :  "  The  permitting  any  power  other  than  the 
general  assembly  of  this  conunonwealth  to  levy  duties  or  taxes 
upon  the  citizens  of  this  state  within  the  same  is  injarious  to 
its  sovereignty,  may  prove  destructive  of  the  rights  and  liberty 
of  the  people,  and,  so  far  as  congress  may  exercise  the  same^ 
is  contravening  the  spirit  of  the  confederation."  ^ 

Far-sighted*  members  of  congress  prognosticated  the  most 
pernicious  effects  on  the  character,  interests,  and  duration  of 

•  Rooorda  of  Rhode  bUuid,  Ix.,  487,  S12,  S82,  688,  684. 

t  Journals  of  Gongreat,  !▼.,  200.    ,  %  Gilpin,  488,  238 ;  Elliot,  17. 

*  Goremor  B.  Harriflon  to  Washington,  81  March  1788. 

I  Papers  of  Old  Congress,  toL  Ixt.    Joomals  of  House  of  Delegates,  66-58. 
^nening,xi,  171. 
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the  confederacy.  The  broad  line  of  party  division  was  clearly 
drawn.  The  contest  was  between  the  existing  leagae  of  states 
and  a  repablic  of  united  states ;  between  ^^  state  sovereignty ''  * 
and  a  ^'consolidated  nnion;"f  between  ^^ state  politics  and 
continental  politics ; "  ^  between  the  fear  of  "  the  centripetal " 
and  the  fear  of  "  the  centrifugal  force  '*  in  the  system.*  Vir- 
ginia made  itself  the  battle-ground  on  which  for  the  next  six 
years  the  warring  opinions  were  to  meet.  During  all  that  time 
Washington  and  Madison  led  the  striving  for  a  more  perfect 
union;  Bichard  Henry  Lee,  at  present  sustained  by  the  legis- 
lature of  Yir^ia,  was  the  persistent  champion  of  separatism 
and  the  sovereignty  of  each  state. 

How  beneficent  was  the  authority  of  the  union  appeared  at 
this  time  from  a  shining  example.  To  quell  the  wUd  strife 
which  had  grown  out  of  the  claim  of  Connecticut  to  lands 
within  the  charter  boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  five  commission- 
ers appointed  by  congress  opened  their  court  at  Trenton.  "  The 
case  was  well  argued  by  learned  counsel  on  both  sides,"  and, 
after  a  session  of  more  than  six  weeks,  the  court  pronounced  | 
their  unanimous  opinion,  that  the  jurisdiction  and  pre-emp- 
tion of  the  lands  in  controversy  did  of  right  belong  to  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania.  The  judgment  was  approved  by  con- 
gress ;  and  the  parties  in  the  litigation  gave  the  example  of 
submission  to  this  first  settlement  of  a  controversy  between 
states  by  the  decree  of  a  court  established  by  the  United  States. 

*  WUlUm  Gordon  to  A.  Lee.    Lee's  Life  of  Arthur  Lee,  it,  291. 
f  Lafayette  in  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  x.,  41. 

t  HanOlton,  I.,  356. 

*  Speech  of  Wilson,  23  January  1788,  In  Gilpin,  290;  Elliot,  S4.    The  same 
figure  was  nsed  by  Hamilton  to  Washington,  24  Mardi  1788.    Hamilton,  I,  848. 

I  Joamala  of  Congress,  80  December  1782. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 

AMEBIOA  AND  QBEAT  BBTTAIN. 
178^1783. 

Thb  king  of  France  heard  from  Vergennes,  with  surpriae 
and  resentment,  that  the  American  deputies  had  signed  their 
treaty  of  peace ;  *  Marie  Antoinette  was  conciliated  by  the 
assorance  that  ^^  they  had  obtained  for  their  constituents  the 
most  advantageous  conditions."  ^^  The  English  buy  the  peace 
rather  than  make  it,"  wrote  Vergennes  to  his  subaltern  in  Lon- 
don ;  their  ^^  concessions  as  to  boundaries,  the  fisheries,  and  the 
loyalists,  exceed  eveiything  that  I  had  thought  possible."  f 
"  The  treaty  with  America,"  answered  Eayneval,  "  appears  to 
me  like  a  dream."  j;  Eaunitz  ^  and  his  emperor  |  mocked  at 
its  articles. 

King  G^rge  of  England  was  mastered  by  a  consuming 
grief  for  the  loss  of  America,  and  knew  no  ease  of  mind  by 
day  or  by  night  When,  on  the  fifth  of  December,  in  his 
speech  at  the  opening  of*  parliament,  he  came  to  read  that  he 
had  offered  to  declare  the  colonies  of  America  free  and  inde- 
pendent states,  his  manner  was  constrained'^  and  his  voice 
f  elL  To  wound  him  least,  Shelbume  in  the  house  of  lords, 
confining  himself  to  the  langoageof  the  speech  from  the  throne, 

♦  Oount  Mercy's  report  from  Paris,  6  December  1YS2.    MS.  from  Vicmia 
arohives.  f  Vergennes  to  RayneTal,  4  December  1782.    MS. 

t  Rajneval  to  Vergennes,  12  December  1782.    MS. 

*  Eaunits's  note  of  22  December  1782,  written  on  the  emperor's  copy  of  the 
speech  of  the  king  of  England  at  the  opening  of  parliament.    MS. 

I  Autograph  memorandum  of  Joseph.    MS.    Joseph  IL  and  Leopold  Ton 
Toscana.    Iht  Briefwechsel  Ton  1781  bis  1790,  i.,  146. 
^  Bayneral  to  Vergennes,  12  December  1782.    MS. 
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represented  the  offer  of  independence  to  America  as  contingent 
on  peace  with  France.  To  a  question  from  Fox  on  the  follow- 
ing night  in  the  other  honse,  Pitt,  with  unfaltering  courage,  an- 
swered that  the  recognition  was  unqualified  and  irrevocable. 

During  the  Christmas  holidays  the  negotiations  for  a  gen- 
eral peace  were  pursued  with  equal  diligence  and  moderation 
by  Yergennes  and  Shelbume ;  and  France  made  sacrifices  of 
its  own  to  induce  Spain  to  forego  the  recovery  of  Gibraltar 
and  assent  to  terms  which  in  all  other  respects  were  most  gen- 
erous. The  Netherlands,  though  their  definitive  peace  was 
delayed,  agreed  in  the  suspension  of  arms.  Franklin  shrewdly 
and  truly  observed  that  it  would  be  better  for  the  nations  then 
possessing  the  West  India  islands  to  let  them  govern  them- 
selves as  neutral  powers,  open  to  the  commerce  of  all,  the  prof- 
its of  the  present  monopolies  being  by  no  means  equivalent 
to  the  expense  of  maintaining  them  ;*  but  the  old  system  was 
preserved.  Conquests  were  restored,  and  England  felt  it  to 
be  no  wound  to  her  dignity  to  give  back  an  unimportant  island 
which  she  had  wrested  from  the  house  of  Bourbon  in  a  for- 
mer war.  The  East  Indian  allies  of  France,  of  whom  the  fore- 
most was  Tippoo  Saib,  the  son  and  successor  of  Hyder  Ali, 
were  invited  to  join  in  the  peace.  France  recovered  St  Pierre 
and  Miquelon  and  her  old  share  in  the  fisheries  of  Newfound- 
land ;  Spain  retained  Minorca,  and,  what  was  of  the  greatest 
moment  for  the  United  States,  both  the  Floridas,  which  she 
certainly  would  find  a  burden.  Treaties  of  commerce  between 
Great  Britain  and  each  of  the  two  Bourbon  kingdoms  were  to 
be  made  within  two  years. 

When,  on  the  twentieth  of  Januaiy,  these  preliminaries 
were  signed  by  the  respective  plenipotentiaries,  John  Adams 
and  Benjamin  FrankHn,  on  the  summons  of  Yei^nnes,  were 
present,  and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  acceded  to  the 
declaration  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  The  provisional 
treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  was  held 
to  take  effect  from  that  day. 

"  At  last,"  wrote  Vergennes  to  Bayneval,  as  soon  as  the 
meeting  was  over,  ^^we  are  about  to  breathe  under  the  shadow 
of  peace.    Let  us  take  care  to  make  it  a  solid  one ;  may  the 

*  Diplomatic  Correspondenoe,  iv.,  69. 
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name  of  war  be  forgotten  forever."  *  In  a  letter  to  Shelbume 
on  that  same  day  he  expressed  the  confident  hope  that  all 
ancient  distmst  wonid  be  removed;  and  Shelbume  replied: 
"  The  liberal  spirit  and  good  faith  which  have  governed  our 
negotiations  leave  no  room  to  fear  for  the  future  either  dis- 
trust or  jealousy.'*  f  King  George  dwelt  with  Eayneval  on 
the  cordial  understanding  which  he  desired  to  establish  with 
Louis  XVI.  "  I  wish,"  said  he,  "  never  again  to  have  a  war 
with  France ;  we  have  had  a  first  division  of  Poland ;  there 
must  not  be  a  second."  X 

So  came  the  peace  which  recognised  the  right  of  a  com- 
monwealth of  Europeans  outside  of  Europe,  occupying  a  con- 
tinental territory  within  the  temperate  zone ;  remote  from 
foreign  interference ;  needing  no  standing  armies ;  with  eveiy 
augury  of  a  rapid  gh)wth ;  and  sure  of  exercising  the  most 
quickening  and  widest  influence  on  political  ideas,  ^^  to  assume 
an  equal  station  among  the  powers  of  the  earth." 

The  restoration  of  intercourse  with  America  pressed  for 
instant  consideration.  Burke  was  of  opinion  that  the  naviga- 
tion act  should  be  completely  revised ;  Shelbume  and  his  col- 
leagues, aware  that  no  paltry  regalation  would  now  succeed, 
were  indefatigable  in  digesting  a  great  and  extensive  system 
of  trade,  and  sought,  by  the  emancipation  of  commerce,  to 
bring  about  with  the  Americans  a  family  friendship  more 
beneficial  to  England  than  their  former  dependence.^  To 
promote  this  end,  on  the  evening  of  the  eleventh  of  February, 
William  Pitt,  with  the  permission  of  the  king,  repaired  to 
Charles  James  Fox  and  invited  him  to  join  the  ministry  of 
Shelbume.  The  only  good  course  for  Fox  was  to  take  the 
hand  which  the  young  statesman  offered;  but  he  put  aside 
the  overture  with  coldness,  if  not  with  disdain,  choosing  a 
desperate  aUianoe  with  those  whose  conduct  he  had  pretended 
to  detest,  and  whose  principles  it  was  in  later  years  his  redeem- 
ing glory  to  have  opposed. 

♦  Vcrgcnnea  to  Rajneral,  20  Januaiy  1788.    MS. 

f  Vergennoa  to  Shelbume,  20  January  1783 ;  Shelbume  to  VeiBcnneB,  24 
January  1788.    Lansdowne  House  HSS. 

t  Rayneval  to  Vergennes,  24  and  28  January  1788.    US. 

*  Price  in  Leo's  Life  of  Arthur  Lee,  it,  849. 
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Pending  the  negotiations  witix  France  and  Spain,  Fox  and 
Lord  Nortii  remained  qniet,  from  the  desire  to  throw  the 
undivided  responsibility  for  the  peace  on  Lord  Shelbome; 
bnt  when  on  the  seventeenth  of  February,  in  a  house  of  f  onr 
hundred  and  lifty  members,  the  treaties  witix  the  United  States 
and  with  both  branches  of  the  Bourbons  were  laid  before  par- 
liament, and  an  address  of  approval,  promising  a  liberal  revi- 
sion of  commercial  law,  was  moved,  the  long-pent-np  passions 
raged  without  restraint.  No  sooner  had  William  Wilberf  orce, 
with  grace  and  good  feeling,  seconded  the  motion  and  in  the 
warmest  langoage  assured  to  the  loyal  refugees  compensation 
for  their  losses,  than  Lord  John  Cavendish,  the  nearest  friend 
of  Fox,  condemned  the  peace,  though  supporting  its  condi- 
tions. Lord  North  then  pronounced  against  it  a  most  elabo- 
rate, uncandid,  and  factious  invective.  He  would  have  de- 
prived the  United  States  of  access  to  the  upper  lakes;  he 
would  have  retained  for  Canada  the  country  north  and  north- 
west of  the  Ohio ;  and,  bad  as  is  a  possession  which  gives  no 
advantage  but  powers  of  annoyance,  he  would  have  kept  east 
Florida  as  well  as  the  Bahamas,  so  as  to  compel  the  ships  of 
America,  in  passing  through  the  Florida  channel,  to  run  the 
gauntlet  between  British  posts.  He  would  have  had  no  peace 
without  the  reinstatement  of  the  loyalists,  nor  without  securing 
independence  to  the  savage  allies  of  Great  Britain.  He  enu- 
merated one  by  one  the  posts  in  the  West  which  by  the  treaty 
fell  to  America,  dwelt  on  the  cost  of  their  construction  and 
on  their  importance  to  the  far-trade,  and  foreshadowed  the 
policy  of  delaying  their  surrender.  He  not  only  censured  the 
grant  to  the  Americans  of  a  right  to  fish  on  the  coast  of  Nova 
Scotia,  but  spoke  as  if  they  derived  from  Great  Britain  the 
right  to  fish  on  the  banks  in  the  sea  which  are  the  exclusive 
property  of  no  one.  At  the  side  of  Lord  Nortii  stood  Edmund 
Burke,  with  hotter  zeal  as  a  partisan,  though  with  better  inten- 
tions toward  America.  Pitt  answered  every  objection  to  the 
treaty ;  but,  after  a  debate  of  twelve  hours,  the  ministry  on 
the  division  found  themselves  in  a  minority  of  sixteen. 

On  the  same  evening,  to  a  larger  number  of  peers  than  had 
met  in  their  house  since  the  accession  of  George  III.,  Carlisle, 
the  imsucceesful  commissioner  of  1778,  Keppel,  the  inglorious 
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admiral,  and  Stormont,  the  late  headstrong  ambassador  at 
Paris,  eager  to  become  once  more  a  secretary  of  state,  Lord 
Gteorge  Germain,  now  known  as  Lord  Sackville,  Wedderbum, 
now  Lord  Longhborongh  and  coveting  the  office  of  lord  chan- 
cellor, ponred  forth  criminations  of  Sk  treaty  for  which  the 
necessity  was  due  to  their  own  incapacity.  Li  perfect  under- 
standing with  Fox  and  Lord  North,  they  complained  that  the 
ministers  had  given  up  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  ^^  the  paradise 
of  America,''  had  surrendered  the  fur-trade,  had  broken  faith 
with  the  Lidians,  had  been  false  to  the  loyalists.  Thurlow 
ably  defended  every  article  of  the  treaty  that  had  been  im- 
peached, and  then  asked:  ^^Is  there  any  individual  in  this 
house  who  dares  to  avow  that  his  wish  is  for  war  ? "  The  in- 
terest of  the  debate  centred  in  Shelbume,  and  the  house  gave 
him  the  closest  attention  as  he  spoke :  ^^  Noble  lords  who  made 
a  lavish  use  of  these  Lidians  have  taken  great  pains  to  show 
their  immense  value,  but  those  who  abhorred  their  violence 
will  think  the  ministry  have  done  wisely."  Naming  a  British 
agent  who  had  been  detested  for  wanton  cruelly,  he  continued : 
"  The  descendants  of  William  Penn  will  manage  them  better 
than  all  the  Stuarts,  with  all  the  trumpery  and  jobs  that  we 
could  contrive. 

"With  regard  to  the  loyalists,  I  have  but  one  answer  to 
give  the  house.  It  is  the  answer  I  gave  my  own  bleeding 
heart.  A  part  must  be  wounded  that  the  whole  empire  may 
not  perisL  H  better  terms  could  have  been  had,  think  you, 
my  lords,  that  I  would  not  have  embraced  them  ?  If  it  had 
been  possible  to  put  aside  the  bitter  cup  which  the  adversi- 
ties of  this  country  presented  to  me,  you  know  I  would  have 
done  it. 

"  The  fur-trade  is  not  given  up ;  it  is  only  divided,  and 
divided  for  our  benefit.  Its  best  resources  lie  to  the  north- 
ward. Monopolies,  some  way  or  other,  are  ever  justly  pun- 
ished. They  forbid  rivahy,  and  rivalry  is  the  very  essence  of 
the  well-being  of  trade.  This  seems  to  be  the  era  of  protest- 
antism in  trade.  All  Europe  appears  enlightened  and  eager  to 
throw  off  the  vile  shackles  of  oppressive,  ignorant,  unmanly 
monopoly.  It  is  always  unwise ;  but,  if  there  is  any  nation 
under  heaven  who  ought  to  be  the  first  to  reject  monopoly,  it 
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is  the  English.  Sitaated  as  we  are  between  the  Old  World  and 
the  New,  and  between  southern  and  northern  Europe,  all  that 
we  ought  to  covet  is  equality  and  free-trade.  Witii  more  in- 
dustry, with  more  enterprise,  with  more  capital  than  any 
trading  nation  upon  earth,  it  ought  to  be  our  constant  ciy, 
Let  every  market  be  open ;  let  us  meet  our  rivals  fairly  and 
ask  no  more,  telling  the  Americans  that  we  desire  to  live  with 
them  in  communion  of  benefits  and  in  sincerity  of  friend- 
ship.''  * 

At  near  half-past  four  in  the  morning  the  majority  of  the 
lords  for  the  ministry  was  only  thirteen. 

On  the  twenty-first,  resolutions  censuring  them  were  offered 
in  the  house  of  commons.  In  the  former  debate,  Fox  had 
excused  the  change  in  his  relations  to  Lord  North  by  the  plea 
that  his  friendships  were  perpetual,  his  enmities  placable; 
keeping  out  of  sight  that  political  principles  may  not  be  sacri- 
ficed to  personal  reconciliations,  he  now  proclaimed  and  justi- 
fied their  coalition.  "  Their  coalition,'*  replied  Pitt,  "  origi- 
nated rather  in  an  inclination  to  force  the  earl  of  Shelbume 
from  the  treasury  than  in  any  real  conviction  that  ministers 
deserve  censure  for  the  concessions  they  have  made,  f  What- 
ever appears  dishonorable  or  inadequate  in  the  peace  on  your 
table  is  strictly  chargeable  to  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  rib- 
bon," Lord  North,  "  whose  profusion  of  the  public  money, 
whose  notorious  temerity  and  obstinacy  in  prosecuting  the 
war  which  originated  in  his  pernicious  and  oppressive  i>olicy, 
and  whose  utter  incapacity  to  fill  the  station  he  occupied,  ren- 
dered peace  of  any  description  indispensable  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  state.  The  triumph  of  party  shall  never  induce  me 
to  call  the  abandonment  of  former  principles  a  forgetting  of 
ancient  prejudices,  or  to  pass  an  amnesty  upon  measures  which 
have  brought  my  country  almost  to  the  veige  of  ruin.  I  will 
never  engage  in  political  enmities  without  a  public  cause ;  I 
will  never  forego  such  enmities  without  the  public  approbar 
tion.  High  situation  and  great  influence  I  am  solicitous  to 
possess,  whenever  they  can  be  acquired  with  dignity.  I  relin- 
quish them  the  moment  any  duty  to  my  country,  my  character, 
or  my  friends,  renders  such  a  sacrifice  indispensable.    I  look 

♦  Almon's  ParliamcnUry  Renter,  xxvUi.,  67, 68.  f  Ibid.,  xxyi.,  84 Y. 
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to  the  independent  part  of  the  honse  and  to  the  pnblic  at  large 
for  that  acquittal  from  blame  to  which  my  innocence  entitles 
me.  My  earliest  impressions  were  in  favor  of  the  noblest  and 
most  disinterested  modes  of  serving  the  pnblic  These  im- 
pressions I  will  cherish  as  a  legacy  infinitely  more  valuable 
than  the  greatest  inheritance.  Yon  may  tsike  from  me  the 
privileges  and  emoluments  of  place,  but  you  cannot,  you  shall 
not,  take  from  me  those  habitual  regards  for  the  prosperity  of 
Great  Britain  which  constitute  the  honor,  the  happiness,  the 
pride  of  my  life.  With  this  consolation,  the  loss  of  power 
and  the  loss  of  fortune,  though  I  afiEect  not  to  despise,  I  hope 
I  shall  soon  be  able  to  forget  I  praise  Fortune  when  con- 
stant ;  if  she  strikes  her  swift  wing,  I  resign  her  ^ts  and  seek 
i^right,  unportioned  poverty.*'  * 

The  eloquence  of  Pitt,  his  wise  conduct,  and  the  purity  of  his 
morals,  gained  him  the  confidence  to  which  Fox  vainly  aspired.t 

A  majority  of  seventeen  appearing  against  Shelbume,  he 
resigned  on  the  twenty-fourth ;  and  by  his  advice  the  king  on 
the  same  day  offered  to  Pitt,  though  not  yet  twenty-four  years 
old,  the  treasury,  with  power  to  form  an  administration  and 
with  every  assurance  of  support  But  the  young  statesman, 
obeying  alike  the  dictates  of  prudence  and  tiie  custom  of  the 
British  constitution,  would  not  accept  office  without  a  majority 
in  the  house  of  commons  ;  and  on  the  twenty-seventh,  finding 
that  such  a^  majority  could  not  be  obtained  but  by  the  aid,  or 
at  least  the  neutrality,  of  Lord  North,  he  refused  the  splendid 
offer,  unalterably  firm  alike  against  the  entreaties  and  the  re- 
proaches of  the  king.  This  moderation  in  a  young  man,  pant- 
ing with  ambition  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  added  new 
lustre  to  his  fame. 

While  the  imperfect  agreement  between  the  members  of 
the  coalition  delayed  the  formation  of  a  ministry,  on  the  third 
of  March,  Pitt,  as  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  presented  a  bill 
fiamed  after  the  liberal  principles  of  Shelbume.  J  Its  pream- 
ble, which  rightly  described  the  Americans  as  aliens,  declared 

♦  Almon,  xxtK,  841,  862 ;  Life  of  RomiUy,  I.,  205. 
f  Moustier  to  Vcrgennes,  1  March  1783.    MS. 

t  Fox  in  Moostier  to  Yergennes,  11  April  1783,  MS. ;  Price  in  Life  of  A.  Lee, 
a,  849. 
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^Mt  Iiiglilj  expedient  that  the  intercourse  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  should  be  established  on  the 
most  enlarged  principles  of  reciprocal  benefit ;"  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence, not  only  were  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  to  be  opened 
to  th^n  on  the  same  terms  as  to  other  sovereign  states,  but, 
alone  of  the  foreign  world,  their  ships  and  vessels,  laden  with 
the  produce  or  manufactures  of  their  own  countiy,  might  as  of 
old  enter  all  British  ports  in  America,  paying  no  other  duties 
than  those  imposed  on  British  vesselB. 

On  the  seventh  Eden  objected,  sajing :  "  The  bill  will  in- 
troduce a  total  revolution  in  our  commercial  system.  Beci- 
procity  with  the  United  States  is  nearly  impracticable,  from 
their  provincial  constitutions.  The  plan  is  utterly  improper, 
for  it  completely  repeals  the  navigation  act  The  American 
states  lie  so  contiguous  to  our  West  Indian  islands,  they  will 
supply  them  with  provisions  to  the  ruin  of  the  provision  trade 
with  Ireland.  We  shall  lose  the  carrying  trade,  for  the  Ameri- 
cans are  to  be  permitted  under  this  bill  to  bring  West  Indian 
commodities  to  Europe.  The  Americans  on  their  return  from 
our  ports  may  export  our  manufacturing  tools,  and,  our  artifi- 
cers emigrating  at  the  same  time,  we  shall  see  our  manufac- 
tures transplanted  to  America.  Nothing  more  should  be  done 
than  to  repeal  the  prohibitory  acts  and  vest  the  king  in  coun- 
cil with  powers  for  six  months  to  suspend  such  laws  as  stand 
in  the  way  of  an  amicable  intercourse.'' 

Pitt  agreed  that  ^^  the  bill  was  most  complicated  in  its  ma- 
ture and  most  extensive  in  its  consequences,"  ^  and,  giving  it 
but  faint  support,  he  solicited  the  assistance  and  the  informa- 
tion of  every  one  present  to  mould  it,  so  that  it  might  prove 
most  useful  at  home  and  most  acceptable  in  America.  ^^  While 
there  is  an  immense  extent  of  unoccupied  territory  to  attract 
the  inhabitants  to  agriculture,"  said  Edmund  Burke,  ^^they 
will  not  be  able  to  rival  us  in  manufactures.  Do  not  treat 
them  as  aliens.  Let  all  prohibitory  acts  be  repealed,  and  leave 
the  Americans  in  every  respect  as  they  were  before  in  point  of 
trade."  The  clause  authorizing  direct  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  West  India  islands  was  allowed 
to  remain  in  the  report  to  the  house.t 

*  Almon,  zztL,  489.  f  Almon,  xxri.,  508. 
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Before  the  bill  was  discussed  again,  the  coalition,  after 
long  delays  caused  by  almost  fatal  dissensions  among  them- 
selves, had  been  installed.  In  pnrsnit  of  an  ascendency  in  the 
cabinet,  Lord  North  plumed  himself  on  having  ever  been  a 
consistent  whig ;  believing  that  **  the  appearance  of  power  was 
all  that  a  king  of  England  could  have ; ''  *  and  insisting  that 
during  all  his  ministry  "  he  had  never  attributed  to  the  crown 
any  other  prerogative  than  it  was  acknowledged  to  possess  by 
every  sound  whig  and  by  all  those  authors  who  had  written  on 
the  side  of  liberty."  f  But  he  betrayed  his  friends  by  con- 
tenting himself  with  a  subordinate  office  in  a  cabinet  in 
which  there  would  always  be  a  majority  against  him,  and, 
while  Fox  seized  on  the  lead,  the  nominal  chieftainship  was 
left  to  the  duke  of  Portland,  who  had  neither  capacity  for 
business,  nor  activity,  nor  power  as  a  speaker,  nor  knowledge 
of  liberal  principles. 

The  necessity  of  accepting  a  ministry  so  composed  drove 
the  king  to  the  verge  of  madness.  He  sorrowed  over  ^^  the 
most  profligate  age ; "  ^^themost  unnatural  coalition ;":(  and 
he  was  heard  to  use  ^^  strong  expressions  of  personal  abhorrence 
of  Lord  North,  whom  he  charged  with  treachery  and  ingrati- 
tude of  the  blackest  nature."  ^  "  Wait  till  you  see  the  end,"  | 
said  the  king  to  the  representative  of  IVance  at  the  next 
levee;  and  Fox  knew  that  the  chances  in  the  game  were 
against  him,  as  he  called  to  mind  that  he  had  sought  in  vain 
the  support  of  Pitt ;  had  defied  the  king ;  and  had  joined  him- 
self to  colleagues  whom  he  had  taught  liberal  Englishmen  to 
despise,  and  whom  he  himself  could  not  trust 

In  the  slowly  advancing  changes  of  the  British  constitution, 
^  the  old  whig  party,  as  first  conceived  by  Shaftesbury  and 
Locke  to  resist  the  democratic  revolution  in  England  on  the 
one  side,  and  the  claim  of  arbitrary  sovereignty  by  the  Stuarts 
on  the  other,  was  near  its  end.  T^e  time  was  coming  for  the 
#  people  to  share  in  power.  For  the  rest  of  his  life.  Fox  battled 
for  the  reform  of  tibe  house  of  commons,  so  that  it  became  the 
rallying  cry  of  the  liberal  party  in  England.    A  ministry  di- 

*  RussclPs  Memorials  of  Charlee  James  Fox,  il,  88.      f  Almon,  xxvi.,  855. 
t  The  king  to  Shelborne,  22  February  1788.    MS.       *  Memorials  of  Fox,  ii.,  249. 
I  Moustier  to  Vergennes,  8  April  1788.    MS. 
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vided  within  itself  by  irreconcilable  opinions,  detested  by  the 
long,  confronted  by  a  strong  and  watchful  and  cautions  oppo- 
sition, was  forced  to  follow  the  line  of  precedents.  The  settie- 
ment  of  the  commercial  relations  to  be  established  with  the 
United  States  had  belonged  to  the  treasury ;  it  was  at  once 
brought  by  Fox  within  his  department,  although,  from  his 
ignorance  of  political  economy,  he  could  have  neither  firm 
convictions  nor  a  consistent  policy.  He  was  not,  indeed,  with- 
out glimpses  of  the  benefit  of  liberty  in  trade.  To  him  it  was 
a  problem  how  far  the  act  of  navigation  had  ever  been  useful, 
and  what  ought  to  be  its  fate ;  *  but  the  bill  in  which  the  late 
ministry  had  begun  to  apply  the  principle  of  free  commerce 
with  America  he  utterly  condemned,  ^^  not,''  as  he  said,  ^^  from 
animosity  toward  Shelbume,  but  because  great  injury  often 
came  from  reducing  commercial  theories  to  practice."  More 
over,  the  house  of  commons  would  insist  on  much  deliberation 
and  very  much  inquiry  before  it  would  sacrifice  the  navigation 
act  to  the  circumstances  of  the  present  crisis.t 

In  judging  his  conduct,  it  must  be  considered  that  the 
changes  in  the  opinion  of  a  people  come  from  the  slow  evolu- 
tion of  thought  in  the  public  mind.  One  of  the  poets  of  Eng- 
land, in  the  flush  of  youth,  had  prophesied : 

^^The  time  shall  come  when,  free  as  seas  or  wind, 
Unbounded  Thames  shall  flow  for  all  mankind, 
Whole  nations  enter  with  each  swelling  tide. 
And  seas  but  join  the  regions  they  divide." 
More  than  half  a  century  must  pass  away  before  the  prophecy 
will  come  true  by  the  efforts  of  statesmen,  who,  had  Fox  lived 
in  their  time,  might  have  shared  their  indecision. 

The  coalition  cabinet  at  its  first  meeting  agreed  to  yield  no 
part  of  the  navigation  act,  j:  and,  as  a  matter  of  policy,  to  put 
off  the  bill  before  parliament  relating  to  commerce  with  Amer- 
ica ^^till  some  progress  should  be  made  in  a  negotiation  with 
the  American  commissionerB  at  Paris."  Thither  without  delay 
Fox  sent,  as  minister  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  David  Hart- 
ley, afriend  of  Franklinandawell-wisher  to  the  United  States. 

*  Ifoostier  to  Yergennes,  11  April  1 788.    MS. 

t  Fox  to  Hartley,  10  Jane  1788.    KS. 

i  Fox  to  the  king,  MemorUls  of  Fox,  U^  122. 
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The  avowed  liberal  opinionB  of  Hartley  raising  distmst, 
Lord  Sheffield,  a  supporter  of  the  ministiy,  and,  on  trade  with 
America,  the  master  authority  of  that  day  for  parliament,  im- 
mediately sounded  an  alarm.  ^^  Let  the  ministers  know,"  said 
he  on  the  fifteenth,  in  the  house  of  lords,  ^^the  country  is  as 
tenacious  of  the  principle  of  the  navigation  act  as  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  Magna  Charta.  They  must  not  allow  America  to  take 
British  colonial  produce  to  ports  in  Europe.  They  must  re- 
serve to  our  remaining  dominions  the  exclusive  trade  to  the 
West  Lidia  islands ;  otherwise,  the  only  use  of  them  will  be 
lost.  If  we  permit  any  state  to  trade  with  our  islands  or  to 
carry  into  this  country  any  produce  but  its  own,  we  desert  the 
navigation  act  and  sacrifice  ^e  marine  of  England.  The  peace 
is  in  comparison  a  trifling  object."  *  But  there  was  no  need 
of  fear  lest  Fox  should  yield  too  much.  In  his  instructions  to 
Hartley,  he  was  for  taking  the  lion's  share,  as  Vergennes  truly 
said.t  He  proposed  that  the  manufactures  of  the  thirteen 
states  should  as  a  matter  of  course  be  excluded  from  Great 
Britain,  but  that  British  manufactures  should  be  admitted 
everywhere  in  the  United  States.  While  America  was  de- 
pendent, parliament  had  taxed  importations  of  its  produce, 
but  British  ships  and  manufactures  entered  the  colonies  free  of 
duty.  "  The  true  object  of  the  treaty  in  this  business,"  so  Fox 
enforced  his  plan,  ^Ms  the  mutual  admission  of  ships  and  mer- 
chandise free  from  any  new  duty  or  imposition ; "  f  that  is, 
the  Americans  on  their  side  should  leave  the  British  navigation 
act  in  full  force  and  renounce  all  right  to  establish  an  act  of 
navigation  of  their  own ;  should  continue  to  pay  duties  in  the 
British  ports  on  their  own  produce ;  and  receive  in  their  own 
ports  British  produce  and  manufactures  duty  free.  One  sub- 
ject appeded  successfully  to  the  generous  side  of  his  nature. 
To  the  earnest  wish  of  Jaiy  that  British  ships  should  have  no 
right  under  the  convention  to  carry  into  the  states  any  daves 
from  any  part  of  the  world,  it  being  the  intention  of  the 
United  States  entirely  to  prohibit  their  importation,**  Fox 
answered  promptly :  "  If  that  be  their  policy,  it  never  can  be 

*  Almon,  xzri,  616.  f  Works  of  John  Adams,  ]]lt  880. 
t  Pox  to  Hartley,  10  April  1788.    MS. 

*  June  1783.    Diplomatio  Oorrespondcnce,  x.,  154. 
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competent  to  ns  to  dispute  with  them  their  own  regulations."  * 
In  like  spirit,  to  formal  complaints  that  Carleton,  ^4n  the  face 
of  the  treaty,  persisted  in  sending  off  n^roes  by  hundreds," 
Fox  made  answer :  "  To  have  restored  negroes  whom  we  in- 
vited,  seduced  if  you  will,  under  a  promise  of  liberty,  to  the 
tyranny  and  possibly  to  the  vengeance  of  their  former  masters, 
would  have  been  such  an  act  as  scarce  any  orders  from  his  ' 
employers  (and  no  such  orders  exist)  could  have  induced  a 
man  of  honor  to  execute."  f 

The  dignity  and  interests  of  the  republic  were  safe,  for  "* 
they  were  confided  to  Adams,  Franklin,  and  Jay.  In  America 
there  existed  as  yet  no  system  of  restrictions ;  and  congress 
had  not  power  to  protect  shipping  or  establish  a  custom-house. 
The  states  as  dependencies  had  been  so  severely  and  so  wan- 
tonly cramped  by  British  navigation  acts,  and  for  more  than  a 
century  had  so  steadily  resisted  them,  that  the  desire  of  abso- 
lute freedom  of  commerce  had  become  a  part  of  their  nature.  ^ 
The  American  commissioners  were  very  much  pleased  with 
the  trade-bill  of  Pitt,  and  with  the  principles  expressed  in  its 
preamble ;  the  debates  upon  it  in  parliament  awakened  their 
distrust  They  were  ready  for  any  event,  having  but  the  one 
simple  and  invariable  policy  of  reciprocity.  Their  choice  and 
their  offer  was  mutual  unconditional  free  trade ;  but,  however 
narrow  might  be  the  limits  which  England  should  impose,  they 
were  resolved  to  insist  on  like  for  like,  j:  The  British  commis-  s 
doner  was  himself  in  favor  of  the  largest  liberty  for  commerce, 
but  he  was  reproved  by  Fox  for  transmitting  a  proposition  not 
authorized  by  his  instructions. 

A  debate  in  the  house  of  lords  on  the  sixth  of  May  revealed 
the  rapidity  with  which  the  conviction  was  spreading  that 
America  had  no  power  to  adopt  measures  of  defensive  legisla- 
tion. There  were  many  who  considered  the  United  States  as 
having  no  government  at  all,  and  there  were  some  who  looked 
for  the  early  dissolution  of  the  governments  even  of  the  sepa- 
rate states.  Lord  Walsingham,  accordingly,  proposed  that  the 
law  for  admitting  American  ships  should  apply  not  merely  to 
the  ships  of  the  United  States,  but  to  ships  belonging  to  any 

•  Fox  to  Hartlej,  10  June  1788.    MS.  f  Fox  to  Hartley,  9  Augost  1788. 

t  nartley  to  Fox,  20  May  1783.    Ma 
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one  of  the  states  and  to  any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  any  of 
the  inhabitants  thereof.  He  was  supported  by  Thnrlow,  who 
said :  ^  I  have  read  an  aoconnt  which  stated  the  govemment  of 
America  to  be  totally  unsettled,  and  that  each  province  seemed 
intent  on  establishing  a  distinct,  independent,  sovereign  state. 
If  this  is  really  the  case,  the  amendment  will  be  highly  neces- 
sary and  proper."  *  The  amendment  was  dropped ;  and  the 
bill  under  discussion,  in  its  final  shape,  repealed  prohibitoiy 
acts  made  during  the  war,  removed  the  formalities  which  at- 
tended the  admission  of  ships  from  the  colonies  during  their 
state  of  dependency,  and  for  a  limited  time  left  the  power  of 
regulating  commerce  with  America  to  the  kmg  in  council 

Immediately  the  proclamation  of  an  order  in  council  of 
the  second  of  July  confined  the  trade  between  the  American 
states  and  the  British  West  India  islands  to  British-built  ships 
owned  and  navigated  "  by  British  subjects."  "  Undoubtedly," 
wrote  the  king,  "the  Americans  cannot  expect  nor  ever  will 
receive  any  favor  from  me."t  To  an  American,  Fox  said: 
"  For  myself,  I  have  no  objection  to  opening  the  "West  India 
trade  to  the  Americans,  but  there  are  many  parties  to  please.":^ 

The  blow  fell  heavily  on  America,  and  compelled  a  read- 
justment of  its  industry.  Ships  had  been  its  great  manufac- 
ture for  exportation.  For  nicety  of  workmanship,  the  palm 
was  awarded  to  Philadelphia,  but  nowhere  could  they  be  built 
so  cheaply  as  at  Boston.  More  than  one  third  of  the  tonnage 
employed  in  British  commerce  before  the  war  was  of  Ameri- 
can construction.  Britain  renounced  this  resource.  The  con- 
tinent and  West  India  islands  had  prospered  by  the  convenient 
interchange  of  their  produce ;  the  trade  between  nearest  and 
friendliest  neighbors  was  forbidden,  till  England  should  find 
out  that  she  was  waging  war  against  a  higher  power  than 
the  United  States ;  that  her  adversary  was  nature  itself.  Her 
statesmen  confounded  the  "navigation  act"  and  "the  marine 
of  Britain;"  ^  the  one  the  o£bpring  of  selfishness,  the  other 
the  sublime  display  of  the  creative  power  of  a  free  people. 

♦  AUnon,  xxyliL,  180, 181. 

f  GorrespondoDoe  of  Geoi^ge  IH.  with  Lord  North,  iL,  442. 
t  DiplomaUo  CJorreflpondence,  1Y88-1Y87,  li.,  618;  Fox  to  Hartley,  10  June 
1788.    Ma  •  Sheffield's  Ck>mmeice  of  the  American  States,  prefaoe,  10. 
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Sach  was  the  issue  between  the  ancient  nation  which  falsely 
and  foolishly  and  mischievonsly  bdieved  that  its  superiority 
in  commerce  was  due  to  artificial  legislation,  and  a  young  peo- 
ple which  solicited  free  trade.  Tet  thrice  blessed  was  this 
assertion  of  monopoly  by  an  ignorant  parliament,  for  it  went 
forth  as  a  summons  to  the  commercial  and  the  manufacturing 
interests  of  the  American  states  and  to  the  self-respect  and 
patriotism  of  their  citizens  to  speak  an  efficient  government 
into  being. 

Full  of  &ith  in  the  rising  power  of  America,  Jay,  on  the 
seventeenth  of  July,  wrote  to  Gouvemeur  Morris :  "  The  pres- 
ent ministry  are  duped  by  an  opinion  of  our  not  having  union 
and  energy  sufficient  to  retaUate  their  restrictions.  No  time  is 
to  be  lost  in  raising  and  maintaining  a  national  spirit  in  Amer- 
ica. Power  to  govern  the  confederacy  as  to  all  general  pur- 
poses should  be  granted  and  exercised.  In  a  word,  everthing 
conducive  to  union  and  constitutional  energy  should  be  cidti- 
vated,  cherished,  and  protected."  *  Two  days  later  he  wrote 
to  William  Livingston  of  New  Jersey:  "A  continental,  na- 
tional spirit  should  pervade  our  country,  and  congress  should 
be  enabled,  by  a  grant  of  the  necessary  powers,  to  regulate  the 
commerce  and  general  concerns  of  the  confederacy."  On  the 
same  day,  meeting  Hartley,  the  British  envoy,  Jay  said  to 
him :  "  The  British  ministry  will  find  us  like  a  globe — ^not  to 
be  overset  They  wish  to  be  the  only  carriers  between  their 
islands  and  other  countries ;  and  though  they  are  apprized  of 
our  right  to  regulate  our  trade  as  we  please,  yet  I  suspect  they 
flatter  themselves  that  the  different  states  possess  too  little 
of  a  national  or  continental  spirit  ever  to  agree  in  any  one  na- 
tional system.  I  think  they  will  find  themselves  mistaken." 
"  The  British  ministers,"  so  Gouvemeur  Morris  in  due  time 
replied  to  Jay,  ^^  are  deceived,  for  their  conduct  itself  will 
give  congress  a  power  to  retaliate  their  re8trictions.t  This 
country  has  never  yet  been  known  in  Europe,  least  of  all  to 
England,  because  they  constantly  view  it  through  a  medium 
of  prejudice  or  of  faction.  True  it  is  that  the  general  gov- 
ernment wants  energy,  and  equally  true  it  is  that  this  want 

♦  Jay  to  G.  Morris,  17  July  1Y88.    Sparks'a  Life  of  G.  Morris,  I,  258. 

f  Goaremear  Morris  to  Jay,  24  September  1783.   Sparks's  G.  Morris,  L,  269. 
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will  eventnally  be  supplied.  Do  not  afik  the  British  to  take 
off  their  foolish  restrictions ;  the  present  regulation  does  us 
more  political  good  than  commerciiJ  mischief."  * 

On  the  side  of  those  in  England  who  were  willing  to  ac- 
cept the  doctrines  of  free  trade,  Josiah  Tucker,  the  dean  of 
Gloucester,  remarked :  "  As  to  the  future  grandeur  of  Ame^ 
ica,  and  its  being  a  rising  empire,  under  one  head,  whether 
republican  or  monarchical,  it  is  one  of  the  idlest  and  most 
visionary  notions  that  ever  was  conceived  even  by  writers  of 
romance.  The  mutual  antipathies  and  clashing  interests  of  the 
Americans,  their  difference  of  governments,  habitudes,  and 
manners,  indicate  that  they  will  have  no  centre  of  union  and 
no  common  interest  They  never  can  be  united  into  one  com- 
pact empire  under  any  species  of  government  whatever ;  a  dis- 
united people  till  the  end  of  time,  suspicious  and  distrustful 
of  each  other,  they  will  be  divided  and  subdivided  into  Utile 
conmionwealtiis  or  principalities,  according  to  natural  bounda- 
ries, by  great  bays  of  the  sea,  and  by  vast  rivers,  lakes,  and 
ridges  of  mountains."  f 

The  principle  of  trade  adopted  by  the  coalition  ministry 
Sheffield  set  forth  with  authority  in  a  pamphlet,  which  was 
accepted  as  an  oracle.  "  There  should  be  no  treaty  with  the 
American  states  because  they  will  not  place  England  on  a  bet- 
ter footing  than  France  and  Holland,  and  equal  rights  will  be 
enjoyed  of  course  without  a  treaty.  The  nominal  subjects  of 
congress  in  the  distant  and  boundless  regions  of  the  valley 
of  the  Mississippi  will  speedily  imitate  and  multiply  the  exam- 
ples of  independence.  It  will  not  be  an  easy  matter  to  bring 
the  American  states  to  act  as  a  nation ;  they  are  not  to  be 
feared  as  such  by  us.  The  confederation  does  not  enable  con- 
gress to  form  more  than  general  treaties ;  when  treaties  be- 
come necessary,  they  must  be  made  with  the  states  separately. 
Each  state  has  reserved  every  power  relative  to  imposts,  ex- 
ports, prohibitions,  duties,  etc.,  to  itself.  $  If  the  American 
states  choose  to  send  consuls,  receive  them  and  send  a  consul 
to  each  state.    Each  state  will  soon  enter  into  all  necessary 

♦  Gouvcrneur  Morris  to  Jay,  10  January  1734.    Ibid.,  266,  267. 

t  Dean  Tucker's  Cui  Bono,  1781,  117-119. 

X  Sheffield's  Commeroe  of  the  American  States,  183,  190,  191, 198-200. 
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regnlationB  with  the  consul,  and  this  is  the  whole  that  is  neces- 
sary.* The  American  states  will  not  have  a  very  free  trade 
in  the  Mediterranean,  if  the  Barbary  states  know  their  inter- 
ests. That  the  Barbary  states  are  advantageous  to  the  mari- 
time powers  is  certain;  if  they  were  suppressed,  little  states 
would  have  much  more  of  the  carrying  trade.  The  armed 
neutrality  would  be  as  hurtful  to  the  great  maritime  powers  as 
the  Barbary  states  are  useful."  f 

In  London  it  was  a  maxim  among  the  merchants  that,  if 
there  were  no  Algiers,  it  would  be  worth  England's  while  to 
build  one.  $ 

Already  the  navigation  act  was  looked  to  as  a  protection  to 
English  commerce,  because  it  would  require  at  least  three 
fourths  of  the  crews  of  American  ships  to  be  Americans ;  and 
they  pretended  that  during  the  war  three  fourths  of  the  crews 
of  the  American  privateers  were  Europeans.*  The  exclusion 
of  European  seamen  from  service  in  the  American  marine  was 
made  a  part  of  British  policy  from  the  first  establishment  of 
the  peace. 

Li  August,  Laurens,  by  the  advice  of  his  associates,  came 
over  to  England  to  inquire  whether  a  minister  from  the  United 
States  of  America  would  be  properly  received.  "Most  un- 
doubtedly," answered  Fox,  and  Laurens  left  England  in  that 
belief.  |  But  the  king,  when  his  pleasure  was  taken,  said :  "  I 
oertamly  can  never  express  its  being  agreeable  to  me ;  and, 
indeed,  I  should  think  it  wisest  for  both  parties  to  have  only 
agents  who  can  settle  any  matters  of  commerce.  That  revolted 
state  certainly  for  years  cannot  establish  a  stable  government"  ^ 
The  plan  at  court  was  to  divide  the  United  States,  and  for 
that  end  to  receive  only  consuls  from  each  one  of  the  separate 
states  and  not  a  minister  for  the  whole.  ^ 

British  statesmen  had  begun  to  regret  that  any  treaty 
whatever  had  been  made  with  the  United  States  collectively ; 
they  would  have  granted  independence  and  peace,  but  without 

*  Sheffield's  Commerce  of  the  XTnited  States,  271  f  ^^<^i  2^>  2^^*  ^'^^ 
X  Franklin  in  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  iv.,  149. 

*  Sheffield's  Commerce  of  the  American  States,  205,  note. 
I  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  il,  610-615. 

^  King  to  Fox,  1  Angost  1783 ;  McmoHals  of  Fox,  ii.,  141. 
^  Adh6mar  to  Vergennes,  7  August  1788.    MS. 
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farther  Btipiilationfl  of  any  kind,  so  that  all  other  qnestioDS 
might  have  been  left  at  loose  ends.  Even  Fox  was  dismdined 
to  impart  any  new  life  to  the  provisional  articles  agreed  upon 
by  the  ministry  which  he  supplanted.  He  repeatedly  avowed 
the  opinion  that  ^^  a  definitive  treaty  with  the  United  States 
was  perfectly  superfluous."  *  The  American  commissionerB 
became  uneasy ;  but  Yeigennes  pledged  himself  not  to  pro- 
ceed without  them,t  and  Fox  readily  yielded.  On  the  third 
of  September,  when  the  minister  of  France  and  the  ambassa- 
dors of  Great  Britain  and  Spain  concluded  their  conventions 
at  Versailles,  the  American  provisional  articles,  shaped  into  a 
definitive  treaty,  were  signed  by  Hartley  for  Great  Britain ;  by 
Adams,  Franklin,  and  Jay  for  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  coalition  ministry  did  not  last  long  enough  to  exchange 
ratifications.  To  save  tiie  enormous  expense  of  TnaiutaiTiing 
the  British  army  in  New  York,  Fox  hastened  its  departure; 
but  while  "  the  speedy  and  complete  evacuation  of  all  tiie  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  *'  f,  was  authoritatively  promised 
to  the  American  commissioners  at  Paris  in  the  name  of  the 
king.  Lord  North,  acting  on  the  petition  of  merchants  inter- 
ested in  the  Canada  trade,*  withheld  orders  for  the  evacuation 
of  the  western  and  norfli-westem  interior  posts,  although  by 
the  treaty  they  were  as  much  an  integral  part  of  the  United 
States  as  Albany  or  Boston ;  and  this  policy,  like  that  relating 
to  oonmierce,  was  continued  by  the  ministry  that  succeeded 
him. 

We  may  not  turn  away  from  England  without  relating 
that  Pitt  for  the  second  time  proposed  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, though  in  vain,  a  change  in  the  representation,  by  intro- 
ducing one  hundred  new  members  from  the  counties  and  £rom 
the  metropolis.  Universal  sufirage  he  condemned,  and  the 
privilege  of  the  owners  of  rotten  boroughs  to  name  members 
of  parliament  had  for  him  the  sanctity  of  private  property,  to 

*  Fox  to  duke  of  Hancbester,  9  August  1788.  Same  to  same,  4  August  1788. 
Ma    Same  to  Hartley  4  August  1788.    MS. 

t  Hartley  to  Fox,  aiJuly  1788.    Ma 

t  Fox  to  Hartley,  10  June  1788.  Ma  Compare  Fox  to  Hartley,  16  May 
1788.    Ma 

^  Regulations  proposed  by  the  merchants  interested  in  the  trade  to  the  proT- 
inoe  of  Quebec,  1788.    Ma 
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be  taken  away  only  after  compensation.  ^^  Mankind,"  said 
F0Z9  ^^are  made  for  themselves,  not  for  others.  The  best 
goyenunent  is  that  in  which  the  people  have  the  greatest  share. 
The  present  motion  will  not  go  far  enough ;  but,  as  it  is  an 
amendment,  I  give  it  my  hearty  support" 

An  early  and  a  most  beneficent  result  of  the  American 
revolution  was  a  reform  of  the  British  colonial  system.  Taxa- 
tion of  colonies  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  treat- 
ment of  them  as  worthless  except  as  drudges  for  the  enrich- 
ment of  the  ruling  kingdom,  plans  of  governing  them  on  the 
maximR  of  a  Hillsborough  or  a  Thurlow,*  came  to  an  end.  It 
grew  to  be  the  mle  to  give  them  content  by  the  establishment 
of  liberal  constitutions. 

*  Sheffield's  Commerce  of  the  American  8tates,  175>180. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

AMEBICA  AND  CONTINENTAL   EUBOPE. 
1783. 

The  governments  of  continental  Europe  vied  with  each 
other  in  welcoming  the  new  republic  to  its  place  among  the 
powers  of  the  world.  In  May  1782,  as  soon  as  it  was  known 
at  Stockholm  that  the  negotiations  for  peace  were  begun,  the 
adventurous  king  of  Sweden  sent  messages  of  his  desire, 
through  Franklin  above  all  others,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with 
the  United  States.  Franklin  promptly  accepted  the  invitar 
tion.  The  ambassador  of  Gustavus  at  Paris  remarked:  "I 
hope  it  will  be  remembered  that  Sweden  was  the  first  power 
in  Europe  which,  without  being  solicited,  offered  its  friendship 
to  the  TTnited  States."  *  Exactly  five  months  before  the  de- 
finitive peace  between  the  TTm'ted  States  and  Great  Britain  was 
signed,  the  treaty  with  Sweden  was  concluded.  Each  party 
was  put  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nations.  Free 
ships  were  to  make  passengers  free  as  well  as  goods.  Liberty 
of  conunerce  was  to  extend  to  all  kinds  of  merchandise.  The 
number  of  contraband  articles  was  carefully  limited.  In  case 
of  a  maritime  war  in  which  both  the  contracting  parties  should 
remain  neutral,  their  ships  of  war  were  to  protect  and  assist 
each  other's  vessels.  The  treaty  was  ratified  and  proclaimed 
in  the  United  States  before  the  definitive  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  had  arrived-f 

The  successful  termination  of  the  war  aroused  in  Prussia 
hope  for  the  new  birth  of  Europe,  that,  by  the  teachings  of 
America,  despotism  might  be  struck  down,  and  the  caste  of 

*  FrADklin's  Works,  iz.,  842.  f  Journals  of  Ckmgress,  !▼.,  241. 
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hereditaiy  nobflity  give  place  to  republican  eqnalily.    These 
aspiratioiiB  were  suffered  to  be  print^  at  Berlin.* 

The  great  Frederick  had,  late  in  1782,  declared  to  thel 
British  minister  at  his  conrt,  half  in  earnest  and  half  cajoling^ 
that  ^^  he  was  persuaded  the  American  nnion  could  not  long 
sabsist  under  its  present  form.  The  great  extent  of  country 
would  alone  be  a  sufficient  obstacle,  since  a  republican  govern- 
ment had  never  been  known  to  exist  for  any  length  of  time 
where  the  territory  was  not  limited  and  concentred.  It  would 
not  be  more  absurd  to  propose  the  establishment  of  a  democ- 
racy to  govern  the  whole  country  from  Brest  to  Biga.  No 
inference  could  be  drawn  from  the  states  of  Venice,  Holland, 
and  Switzerland,  of  which  the  situation  and  circumstances 
were  perfectly  different  from  those  of  the  colonies."  f  He 
did  not  know  the  power  of  the  representative  system.,  nor  could 
he  foresee  that  by  the  wise  use  of  it  the  fourth  of  his  succes- 
sors would  evoke  the  German  state  from  the  eclipse  of  centu- 
ries, to  shine  with  replenished  light  as  the  empire  of  a  people. 
For  the  moment  he  kept  close  watch  of  the  progress  of  the 
convention  with  Sweden,  and,  so  soon  as  it  was  signed,  directed 
his  minister  in  France  to  make  overtures  to  Franklin,  which 
were  most  gladly  received.  $ 

Full  seven  months  before  the  peace  a  member  of  the 
government  at  Brussels  intimated  to  William  Lee,  a  former 
commissioner  of  congress  at  the  court  of  Yienna,  that  Joseph 
XL,  who  at  that  time  harbored  the  hope  of  restoring  to  Belgian 
conmierce  its  rights  by  opening  the  Scheldt  and  so  preparing 
the  way  for  a  direct  trade  with  America,  was  disposed  to  enter 
into  a  treaty  with  the  United  States.*  Soon  after  the  pre- 
liminaries of  peace  between  France  and  Great  Britain  had  been 
signed,  the  emperor  let  it  be  insinuated  to  Franklin  that  he 
would  be  well  received  at  Yienna  as  the  minister  of  a  sovereign 
power.  I    In  the  following  year  an  agent  was  sent  from  Bel- 

*  Die  Frdbeit  Amerika^s.    Ode  Tom  Herm  Pr.  J.  E.  H.    Bcrlinisohe  Honats- 
Bdirift,  April  1788,  886.    See  J.  Scberr's  Kultur  und  SUengeschichte,  608,  619. 

f  Stt  John  Stepney  to  secretary  of  state,  22  October  1782.    MS. 
t  Goltx  to  Frederick,  8  Marcb,  28  April,  80  June  1788.    MSa 

*  William  Lee  to  secretary  of  foreign  affairs,  81  Marcb  1782,  Diplomatic 
GSorreBpondence,  ii.,  860. 

I  Letter  to  Franklin  from  Vienna,  8  April  1788,  Franklin's  Works,  iz.,  601. 
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gium  to  the  United  States,  The  Belgians  produced  in  mmjj> 
passed  excellence  mannfaotores  which  America  needed;  but 
they  were  not  enterprising  enough  to  establish  houses  in  Amer- 
ica,  or  to  grant  its  merchants  the  extended  credits  which  were 
offered  in  England.*  The  subject  gained  less  and  less  atten- 
tion, for  the  emperor  was  compelled,  in  violation  of  natural 
rights,  to  suffer  tiie  Scheldt  to  be  closed. 

On  the  twenty -second  of  February  1783,  EoseuCTone, 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  Denmark,  conununicated  to 
Franklin  ^^  the  satisfaction  with  which  the  king's  ministry  had 
learned  the  glorious  issue  of  the  war  for  the  United  States  of 
America,"  and  their  desire  to  form  connections  of  friendship 
and  commerce.  "  To  overtures  for  a  treaty  like  that  between 
congress  and  the  states  general,"  he  added,  ^^  we  should  eagerly 
and  frankly  reply."  But  a  question  of  indemnity  for  viola- 
tions of  neutrality  by  Denmark  during  the  war  impeded  the 
negotiation. 

Before  the  end  of  March  the  burgomaster  and  senate  of 
the  imperial  free  city  of  Hamburg,  seeing  "  European  powers 
courting  in  rivalry  the  friendship  of"  the  new  state,  and  im- 
pressed with  "the  illustrious  event"  of  the  acknowledged  in- 
dependence of  America  as  "the  wonder  of  that  age  and  of 
remotest  ages  to  come,"  deputed  one  of  their  citizens  to  bear 
to  congress  their  letter,  offering  free  trade  between  the  two 
republics. 

In  midsmnmer,  1783,  Portugal  made  overtures  to  treat 
with  Franklin,  but  did  not  persist  in  them. 

Bussia  was  at  that  time  too  much  engrossed  by  affairs  in 
the  East  to  take  thought  for  opening  new  channels  of  com- 
merce with  the  West ;  and  the  United  States,  recalling  their 
minister,  declined  to  make  advances.  But  the  two  nations, 
without  any  mutual  stipulations,  had  rendered  each  other  tiie 
most  precious  services.  Catherine  had  scornfully  refused  to 
lend  troops  to  Gteorge  HI.,  rejected  his  entreaties  for  an  alli- 
ance, and  by  the  armed  neutrality  insulated  his  kingdom ;  the 
United  States,  by  giving  f  uU  employment  to  the  maritime 
powers,  had  made  for  the  empress  the  opportunity  of  annex- 
ing to  her  dominions  the  plains  of  Kuban  and  the  Crimea. 

*  Coireepondenoe  of  the  Aastrian  agent,  Baron  de  Boelen  Bertholfl.   KS. 
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Of  the  chief  commercial  nations  of  Europe,  Holland  enter- 
tained for  America  the  most  friendly  sentiments,  invited  her 
trade,  and  readilj  granted  to  her  congress  all  the  credit  which 
it  had  any  right  to  expect. 

The  independence  of  the  United  States  gave  nmbrage  to 
the  Spanish  eoort  Oalvez,  the  minister  of  the  cobnies,  was 
fiercely  and  persistently  hostile  to  the  ext^it  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Sonth-west  Florida  Blanca  himself  wished  for 
amicable  rectifications  of  the  bonndaiy;  but,  on  the  remon- 
strances of  Lafayette,  he,  in  the  presence  of  the  ambassador  of 
France,  pledged  his  word  of  honor  to  accept  the  boondary  as 
laid  down  in  the  Anglo-American  treaty,  and  authorized  La- 
fayette to  bindhim  with  congress  to  that  pledge.  The  Spanisli 
statesmen  feared  the  loss  of  their  own  colonies,  and  the  success 
of  the  American  revolution  excited  new  and  never-ceasing 
alarm.  They  could  have  wished  that  Korth  America  might 
disappear  from  the  &ce  of  the  earth ;  but  they  tried  to  recon-  ' 
die  themselves  to  living  in  good  harmony  with  the  United 
States.    The  Mississippi  was  the  great  source  of  anxiety. 

Spam  thought  it  not  for  her  interest  that  the  American 
states  should  consolidate  their  union.  She  had  dreaded  the 
neighborhood  of  English  colonies  to  her  own;  she  dreaded 
still  more  to  border  all  the  way  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  foun- 
tains of  the  Mississippi  on  a  republic  whose  colossal  growth 
was  distinctly  foreseen.  Besides  this,  the  suppression  of  a 
rebellion  in  South  America  had  just  cost  more  than  a  hundred 
thousand  lives ;  and  the  difficulty  of  governing  distant  and 
boundless  regions  was  so  great  tiiat  Aranda,  the  far-sighted 
statesman  who  had  signed  the  treaty  of  peace,  in  his  official 
dispatches  to  Florida  Blanca,  set  forth  the  opinion  that  For- 
togal  would  be  worth  more  to  Spain  than  all  the  American 
main-land.  Of  the  islands  he  never  depreciated  the  value ;  but 
he  clearly  perceived  how  precarious  was  the  hold  of  Spain  on 
her  continental  possessions ;  and  he  left  on  record  the  advice, 
which  he  may  never  have  had  an  opjwrtunity  to  offer  }>erson- 
aUy  to  his  king,  that  Spain  should  transform  all  the  vice-royal- 
ties in  America  into  secundo-genitures,  retaining  in  direct 
dependence  only  Cuba  and  Forto  Bico.* 

*  Feno  del  Rio,  iU^  460,  407,  note.    Muriel,  ▼!,  45-64.    Reviflta  Espallola  de 


Digitized  by 


Google 


58  THE  CONFEDERATION.  b.l;oh.iv. 

Even  Vergennes,  while  he  believed  that  the  attachment  of 
America  to  the  alliance  would  be  safest  if  the  confederation 
conld  keep  itself  alive,  held  it  best  for  France  that  the  United 
States  should  fail  to  attain  the  political  consistency  of  which 
he  saw  that  they  were  susceptible ;  and  he  remained  a  tranquil 
spectator  of  their  efforts  for  a  better  constitution.  Lafayette 
not  only  watched  over  the  interests  of  America  in  Europe, 
but  to  the  president  of  congress  and  to  the  secretary  for  for- 
eign a£birs  he  sent  messages  imploring  American  patriots  to 
strengthen  the  federal  union. 

Amboe  Mundos,  for  May  1855,  written  by  Ferro  del  Rio.  In  hia  letter  on  ex- 
changing for  Portugal  the  Spanish  possessiona  in  America,  Aranda  writes,  "  ex- 
ceptuando  las  ialas.*'    The  train  of  thought  is  the  same. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

a  gall  on  thb  ashy  to  intespose. 

Januast-Maboh  1783. 

Ih  the  fall  of  1782  the  main  aimy  was  moved  for  winter 
quarters  to  the  wooded  hills  in  the  rear  of  Kewburg.  Ko  part 
of  the  commnnity  had  undergone  equal  hardships  or  borne 
injustice  with  equal  patriotism.  In  the  leisure  of  the  camp  they 
brooded  over  their  wrongs  and  their  chances  of  redress,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  year  the  officers  sent  to  Philadelphia  as  their 
committee  MajoivGteneral  Macdougall  and  Colonels  Ogden  and 
Brooks,  who,  in  their  address  of  the  sixth  of  January  1783, 
used  these  words : 

^^  To  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled :  We,  the 
officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  in  behalf  of  ourselves 
and  our  brethren  the  soldiers,  beg  leave  freely  to  state  to  the 
supreme  power,  our  head  and  sovereign,  the  great  distress 
xmder  which  we  labor.  Our  embarrassments  thicken  so  fast 
that  many  of  us  are  unable  to  go  farther.  Shadows  have  been 
offered  to  us,  while  the  substance  has  been  gleaned  by  others. 
The  citizens  murmur  at  the  greatness  of  their  taxes,  and  no 
part  reaches  the  army.  We  have  borne  all  that  men  can  bear. 
Our  property  is  expended ;  our  private  resources  are  at  an  end. 
We  therefore  b^  that  a  supply  of  money  may  be  forwarded 
to  the  army  as  soon  as  possible. 

^  The  uneasiness  of  the  soldiers  for  want  of  pay  is  great 
and  dangerous;  further  experiments  on  their  patience^ may 
have  fatal  effects.  There  is  a  balance  due  for  retained  rations, 
forage,  and  arrearages  on  the  score  of  clothing.  Whenever 
there  has  been  a  real  want  of  means,  defect  in  system,  or 
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neglect  in  execution,  we  have  invariably  been  the  sufferers  by 
hunger  and  nakedness,  and  by  languishing  in  a  hospital  We 
beg  leave  to  urge  an  immediate  adjustment  of  all  dues. 

"  We  see  with  chagrin  the  odious  point  of  view  in  which 
the  citizens  of  too  many  of  the  states  endeavor  to  place  the 
men  entitled  to  half-pay.  For  the  honor  of  human  nature  we 
hope  that  there  are  none  so  hardened  in  the  sin  of  ingratitude 
as  to  deny  the  justice  of  the  reward.  To  prevent  altercations, 
we  are  willing  to  commute  the  half-pay  pledged  for  full-pay 
for  a  certain  number  of  years,  or  for  a  sum  in  gross.  And 
in  this  we  pray  that  the  disabled  officers  and  soldiers,  with  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  have  expended,  or  may  ex- 
pend, their  lives  in  the  service  of  their  country,  may  be  fully 
comprehended. 

^^  G^eral  dissatisfaction  is  gaining  ground  in  the  army, 
from  evils  and  injuries  which,  in  the  course  of  seven  long 
years,  have  made  their  condition  in  many  instances  wretched. 
They  therefore  entreat  that  congress,  to  convince  the  army 
and  the  world  that  the  independence  of  America  shall  not  be 
placed  on  the  ruin  of  any  particular  class  of  her  citizens,  will 
point  out  a  mode  for  immediate  redress." 

The  grand  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  was  referred 
held  a  conference  with  the  superintendent  of  finance.  He  de- 
clared peremptorily  that  it  was  impossible,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  finances,  to  make  any  payment  to  the  army,  and  that  it 
would  be  imprudent  to  give  assurances  with  regard  to  future 
pay  until  funds  that  could  be  relied  upon  should  be  estab- 
lished. Not  only  had  he  no  money  in  hand,  but  he  had  over- 
drawn his  account  in  Europe  to  the  amount  of  three  and  a  half 
millions  of  livres.  He  therefore  asked  a  decision  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  staking  the  public  credit  on  further  drafts  to  be 
met  by  the  contingent  proceeds  of  a  loan  from  the  Dutch  and 
by  the  friendship  of  France.  On  the  tenth  of  January,  con- 
gress, imder  an  injunction  of  secrecy,  authorized  the  superin- 
tendent to  draw  bills  on  the  credit  of  applications  for  loans  in 
Europe.  Dyer  of  Connecticut  alone  opposed  the  measure  as 
unwarranted  and  dishonorable,  but  allowed  the  resolution  to 
be  entered  as  unanimous.* 

*  Gnpin,  24S-252,  299 ;  Elliot,  21,  22,  88 ;  Socret  Jounula  of  Congref  8, 1^  268. 
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In  an  interview  with  the  grand  committee  on  the  evening 
of  the  thirteenth,*  the  depaties  from  the  army  explained  that, 
without  an  immediate  payment  of  some  part  of  the  overdue 
pay,  the  discontent  alike  of  officers  and  soldiers  could  not  be 
soothed ;  that  a  mutiny  might  ensue ;  and  that  it  would  be 
hard  to  punish  soldiers  for  a  breach  of  engagements  to  the 
public  which  the  public  itself  had  aheady  flagrantly  broken. 
^^  The  army,"  said  MacdougaU,  ^^  is  verging  to  that  state  which, 
we  are  told,  will  make  a  wise  man  mad.''  It  was  a  source  of 
irritation  that  the  members  of  the  legislatures  never  adjourned 
till  they  had  paid  themselves  fully,  that  all  on  the  civil  lists 
of  the  United  States  regularly  received  their  salaries,  and  that 
all  on  the  military  lists  were  as  r^alarly  left  unpaid,  f 

The  deputies  animadverted  with  surprise  and  even  indig- 
nation on  tiie  repugnance  of  some  of  the  states  to  establish  a 
federal  revenue  for  discharging  federal  engagements,  while  the 
affluence  of  the  people  indicated  adequate  resources.  Speak- 
ing with  peculiar  emphasis  and  making  a  strong  impression  by 
his  manner,  G^eneral  Macdougall  declared  ^^  that  the  most  in- 
telligent part  of  the  army  were  deeply  touched  by  the  debility 
of  the  federal  government  and  the  unwillingness  of  the  states 
to  invigorate  it;  in  case  of  its  dissolution,  the  benefits  expected 
from  the  revolution  would  be  greatly  impaired ;  and  the  con- 
tests which  might  ensue  among  the  states  would  be  sure  to 
embroil  their  respective  officers." 

Hamilton  had  for  himself  renounced  the  half-pay.  The 
grand  committee,  in  their  report  which  he  drafted,  advised 
some  payment  to  the  army  as  soon  as  possible ;  for  the  rest, 
they  were  to  have  no  priority  over  other  creditors ;  all  were  to 
wait  alike  for  the  funding  of  the  whole  debt  of  the  United 
States  by  general  revenues.  The  officers  were  to  have  the  op- 
tion of  preserving  their  claim  to  half -pay  as  it  then  stood,  or 
accepting  a  commutation,  i 

"  A  great  majority  of  the  members  of  congress,"  avowed 
Bobert  Morris,  ^^  will  not  adopt  the  necessary  measures  be- 
cause they  are  afraid  of  offending  their  states ; "  and  he  un- 

'GOpIn,  256,  267;  ElUot,  28. 

t  OUpin,  266-258 ;  Elliot,  28,  24 ;  Waflhington  to  J.  Jones,  Sparks,  viil,  870. 

t  HandltoD,  L,  274;  GUpin,  276,  277 ;  ElUot,  29,  80. 
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dertook  to  drive  them  to  decisive  action.  Accordingly,  on  the 
twenty-fourth,  the  day  on  which  the  report  was  taken  up,  he 
sent  to  them  his  resignation  of  office  in  these  words :  ^^  The 
funding  the  public  debts  on  solid  revenues,  I  fear,  will  never 
be  made.  If  before  the  end  of  May  effectual  measures  to 
make  permanent  provision  for  the  public  debts  of  every  kind 
are  not  taken,  congress  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  some  other 
man  to  be  the  superintendent  of  their  finances :  I  will  never  be 
the  minister  of  injustice."  The  design  of  Robert  Morris  re- 
quired the  immediate  publication  of  his  letter,  that,  by  unitiDg 
the  army  with  all  other  creditors,  congress  and  the  states  might 
be  coerced  into  an  efficient  system;  but  congress  reasoned 
that  this  authoritative  statement  of  the  financial  ruin  of  the 
country  would  encourage  the  enemy,  annihilate  foreign  and 
domestic  credit,  and  provoke  the  army  to  mutiny.  They 
therefore  placed  the  communication  under  the  injunction  of 
secrecy.* 

Besuming  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  their  grand 
committee  on  the  memorial  from  the  army,  they  referred  a 
present  payment  to  the  discretion  of  the  superintendent  of 
finance ;  and,  on  the  fifth  of  February,  he  issued  a  warrant, 
out  of  which  the  officers  received  one  month's  pay  in  notes 
and  the  private  soldiers  one  month's  pay  in  weekly  instalments 
of  half  a  dollar,  t 

The  annual  amount  of  the  half-pay  promised  to  the  officers 
for  life  was  nearly  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  valid- 
ity of  the  engagement  was  questioned.  The  grant  was  dis- 
liked by  the  common  soldiers ;  it  found  no  favor  in  the  legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts;  the  delegates  of  Connecticut  and 
Bhode  Island  were  instructed  to  oppose  it  altogether.  To 
avoid  defeat,  this  article  was  laid  over  till  there  should  be  a 
fuller  representation.  J  Delegates  from  the  states  in  which 
the  domestic  debt  was  chiefly  held  hoped  for  efficient  co- 
operation from  the  army.  Pennsylvania  was  the  largest  credit- 
or; Massachusetts  ranked  next;  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and 

♦  Diplomatic  Coirespondence,  xil,  825-328.    Gilpin,  274,  276 ;  Elliot,  29. 

t  Report  of  the  deputies  in  Sparks,  viiL,  552.  The  amount  of  this  one  month's 
pay  was  253,232.86  dollars.  Old  account-books  in  Treasury  department.  Waste- 
book  D,  Ledger  B.    MS.  J  Gilpin,  281,  321 ;  EUiot,  31, 45. 
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Delaware  were  the  lowest ;  Virgima  was  but  the  ninth,  hold- 
ing less  than  New  Hampshire  and  not  half  so  much  as  Shode 
Island.  The  zeal  for  the  equal  support  of  all  classes  of  public 
creditors  culminated  in  those  states  whose  citizens  originally 
owned  nearly  four  times  as  much  as  those  of  all  the  six  south- 
em  states,  and  by  transfers  were  constantly  acquiring  more.* 

Adopting  unanimously  a  resolution  which  Hamilton  had 
prepared,  congress  pledged  itself  to  consider  immediately  the 
most  likely  mode  of  obtaining  revenues  adequate  to  the  fund- 
ing of  the  whole  debt  of  the  United  States-f  Encouraged 
by  this  seeming  heartiness,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
twenty-seventh,  proposed  "  the  establishment  of  general  funds 
to  be  collected  by  congress.''  $  To  the  dismay  of  the  friends 
of  a  general  revenue,  Theodorick  Bland  of  Virginia  interposed 
and  officially  presented  the  act  of  his  state  repealing  the  grant 
of  the  impost,  and  a  resolution  of  both  its  houses  declaring  its 
present  inability  to  pay  more  than  fifty  thousand  pounds  Vir- 
ginia currency  toward  the  demands  of  congress  for  1782.* 

The  deba^  nevertheless,  went  on.  Gorham  of  Massachu- 
setts suggested  polls  and  commerce  as  most  proper  objects  of 
taxation.  Hamilton,  discussing  the  subject  in  a  comprehen- 
ave  manner,  spoke  for  permanent  sources  of  revenue  which 
should  extend  uniformly  throughout  the  United  States,  and 
be  collected  by  the  authority  of  congress.  Dyer  strongly  dis- 
liked the  appointment  of  collectors  by  congress ;  the  states 
would  never  consent  to  it.  Kamsay  of  South  Carolina  sup- 
ported Gorham  and  Hamilton.  Again  Bland  placed  himself 
in  the  way,  saying :  ^^  The  states  are  so  averse  to  a  general 
revenue  in  the  hands  of  congress  that,  even  if  it  were  proper, 
it  is  unattainable.''  He  therefore  advised  congress  to  pursue 
the  rule  of  the  confederation  and  ground  requisitions  on  an 
actual  valuation  of  houses  and  lands  in  the  several  states. 

At  this  stage  of  the  discussion,  an  efficient  reply  could  be 
made  only  by  one  who  was  of  Virginia.  To  Randolph,  then 
iii  Bichmond,  Madison  had  already  written :  ^'  Virginia  could 
never  have  cut  off  the  impost  at  a  more  unlucky  crisis  than 

*  GOpra,  864,  note ;  Elliot,  60.  f  GHpin,  277,  280 ;  Elliot,  80, 81. 

t  Gilpin,  282,  285;  Elliot,  82. 

9  ResolQtioii  of  28  Dooember  1782.  in  Journal  of  th^  Delegates,  80, 90. 
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when  she  is  protesting  her  inability  to  comply  with  the  conti- 
nental requisitions.  Congress  cannot  abandon  the  plan  as  long 
as  there  is  a  spark  of  hope.  Kay,  other  plans  on  a  like  prin- 
ciple mnst  be  added.  Justice,  gratitade,  onr  reputation  abroad 
and  our  tranquillity  at  home,  require  provision  for  a  debt  of 
not  less  than  fifty  millions  of  dollars ;  and  this  provision  will 
not  be  adequately  met  by  separate  acts  of  the  states.  If  there 
are  not  revenue  laws  which  operate  at  the  same  time  through 
all  the  states,  and  are  exempt  from  the  control  of  each,  mutual 
jealousies  will  assuredly  defraud  both  our  foreign  and  domes- 
tic creditors  of  their  just  claims.''  * 

Madison,  on  the  twenty-eighth,  presented  a  milder  form 
of  the  resolution  for  a  general  revenue.  Arthur  Lee  lost  no 
time  in  confronting  his  colleague :  ^^  The  states  will  never  con* 
sent  to  a  uniform  tax,  because  it  will  be  unequal;  is  repug- 
nant to  the  articles  of  confederation ;  and,  by  placing  the  purse 
in  the  same  hands  with  the  sword,  subverts  the  fundamental 
principles  of  liberty.''  Wilson  explained:  The  articles  of 
confederation  have  expressly  provided  for  amendments ;  there 
is  more  of  a  centrifugal  than  centripetal  force  in  the  states ; 
the  funding  of  a  conmion  debt  would  invigorate  the  union. 
Ellsworth  despaired  of  a  continental  revenue ;  condemned  pe- 
riodical requisitions  from  congress  as  inadequate ;  and  indined 
to  the  trial  of  permanent  state  funds.  In  reply,  Hamilton 
showed  that  state  funds  would  meet  with  even  greater  obsta- 
cles than  a  general  revenue ;  but  he  lost  the  sympathy  of  the 
house  by  adding  that  the  influence  of  federal  collectors  would 
assist  in  giving  energy  to  the  federal  govermnent  Butledge 
thought  that  the  prejudices  of  the  people  were  opposed  to  a 
general  tax,  and  seemed  disinclined  to  it  himself.  Williamson 
was  of  opinion  that  continental  funds,  though  desirable,  were 
unattainable. 

^^  The  idea,"  said  Madison,  ^^  of  erecting  our  national  inde- 
pendence on  the  ruins  of  public  faith  and  national  honor  must 
be  horrid  to  every  mind  which  retains  either  honesty  or  pride. 
Is  a  continental  revenue  indispensably  necessary  for  doing 
complete  justice  to  the  public  creditors  ?    This  is  the  question* 

•  Madison  to  Randolph,  22  January  1788,  in  Gilpin,  111.    The  date  is  crro- 
neooslj  ^Ten  as  of  1782. 
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^^  A  ptmotaal  compliance  by  thirteen  indep^ident  govern- 
ments with  periodical  demands  of  money  from  congress  can 
never  he  reckoned  upon  with  certainty.  The  articles  of  con- 
federation authorize  congress  to  borrow  money.  To  borrow 
money,  permanent  and  certain  provision  is  necessaiy ;  and,  as 
this  cannot  be  made  in  any  other  way,  a  general  revenue  is 
within  the  spirit  of  the  confederation.  Oongress  are  already 
invested  by  the  states  with  constitutional  authority  over  the 
parse  as  well  as  the  sword.  A  general  revenue  would  only 
give  this  authority  a  more  certain  and  equal  efficacy. 

"The  necessity  and  reasonableness  of  a  general  revenue 
have  been  gaining  ground  among  the  states.  I  am  aware  that 
one  exception  ought  to  be  made.  The  state  of  Yirginia,  as 
aj^ears  by  an  act  yesterday  laid  before  congress,  has  withdrawn 
its  assent  once  given  to  the  scheme.  This  circumstance  can- 
not but  embarrass  a  representative  of  that  state  advocating  it ; 
one,  too,  whose  principles  are  extremely  unfavorable  to  a  dis- 
regard of  the  sfflise  of  constituents.  But,  though  the  dele- 
gates who  compose  congress  more  immediately  represent  and 
are  amenable  to  the  states  from  which  they  come,  yet  they  owe 
a  fidelity  to  the  collective  interests  of  the  whole.  The  part  I 
take  is  the  more  folly  justified  to  my  own  mind  by  my  thor- 
ough persuasion  that,  with  the  same  Imowledge  of  public  afiEairs 
which  my  station  commands,  the  legislature  of  Yirginia  would 
not  have  repealed  the  law  in  favor  of  the  impost,  and  would 
even  now  rescind  the  repeal." 

On  the  following  day  the  proposition  of  Wilson  and  Madi 
son,  with  slight  amendmenti^  passed  the  committee  of  the 
whole  without  opposition.  On  the  twelfth  of  February  it 
was  adopted  in  congress  by  seven  states  in  the  affirmative,  and 
without  the  negative  of  any  state. 

For  methods  of  revenue,  the  choice  of  Madison  was  an 
impost,  a  poll-tax  which  should  rate  blacks  somewhat  lower 
than  whites,  and  a  moderate  land-tax.  To  these  Wilson 
wished  to  add  a  duty  on  salt  and  an  excise  on  wine,  imported 
spirits,  and  cofEee.  Hamilton,  who  held  the  attempt  at  a 
land-tax  to  be  futile  and  impossible,  suggested  a  house-  and 
window-tax.  Wolcott  of  Connecticut  thought  requisitions 
ahould  be  in  proportion  to  the  population  of  each  state ;  but 
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was  willing  to  include  in  the  enmneration  thoee  only  of  the 
blacks  who  were  within  sixteen  and  sixty  years  of  age.* 

Just  at  this  time  Pelatiah  Webster,  a  graduate  of  Tale 
college,  in  a  dissertation  published  at  Philadelphia,  f  proposed 
for  the  legislature  of  the  United  States  a  congress  of  two 
houses  which  should  have  ample  authority  for  making  laws 
^<  of  general  necessity  and  utility,"  and  enforcing  them  as  well 
on  individuals  as  on  states.  He  further  suggested  not  only 
heads  of  executive  departments,  but  judges  of  law  and  chan- 
cery. The  tract  was  reprinted  in  Hartford,  and  called  forth  a 
reply. 

Plans  of  closer  union  offered  only  a  remote  solution  of  the 
difficulties  under  which  the  confederation  was  sinking.  How 
the  united  demand  of  all  public  creditors  could  wrest  imme- 
diately from  congress  and  the  states  the  grant  of  a  general 
revenue  and  power  for  its  collection  employed  the  thoughts  of 
Sobert  Morris  and  his  friends.  On  Christmas  eve  1781,  Gou- 
vemeur  Morris,  the  assistant  financier,  had  written  to  Greene : 
"  I  have  no  expectation  that  the  government  will  acquire  force ; 
and  no  hope  that  our  union  can  subsist,  except  in  the  form  of 
an  absolute  monarchy,  and  this  does  not  seem  to  consist  with 
the  taste  and  temper  of  the  people."  To  Jay,  in  January 
1783,  :|:  he  wrote :  "  The  army  have  swords  in  their  hands. 
Good  will  arise  from  the  situation  to  which  we  are  hastening ; 
much  of  convulsion  will  probably  ensue,  yet  it  must  terminate 
in  giving  to  government  that  power  without  which  govern- 
ment is  but  a  name." 

Hamilton  held  it  as  certain  that  the  army  had  secretly  de- 
termined not  to  lay  down  their  arms  until  due  provision  and 
a  satisfactory  prospect  should  be  afforded  on  the  subject  of 
their  pay ;  tiiat  the  commwider-in-chief  was  already  become 
extremely  unpopular  among  all  ranks  from  his  known  dislike 
to  every  unlawful  proceeding;  but,  as  from  his  virtue,  his 
patriotism,  and  firmness,  he  would  sooner  suffer  himself  to  bo 
cut  in  pieces  than  yield  to  disloyal  plans,  Hamilton  wished  him 

♦Gilpin,  800,  804-806,  881 ;  Elliot,  88-40,  48. 

t  A  Dissertation  on  the  Political  Union  and  Constitution  of  the  thirteen  United 
States  of  North  America,  written  16  February  1788.  In  PelaUah  Webster^s  Po- 
Utical  Essajs,  228.  X  Sparks*8  G.  Morris,  L,  240,  249. 
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to  be  the  "conductor  of  the  army  m  their  plans  for  redress," 
to  the  exclusion  of  a  leader  like  Horatio  Gates.* 

With  these  convictions  and  with  exceeding  caution,  he,  on 
the  seventh  of  February,  addressed  himself  directly  to  Wash- 
ington in  a  letter,  of  which  Brooks,  on  his  return  to  the  camp, 
was  the  bearer.  "  We,"  so  he  wrote  of  congress,  "  are  a  body 
not  governed  by  reason  or  foresight,  but  by  circumstances.  It 
appears  to  be  a  prevailing  opinion  in  the  army  that,  if  they 
once  lay  down  their  arms,  they  part  with  the  means  of  obtain- 
ing justice.  Their  claims,  urged  with  moderation  but  with 
firmness,  may  operate  on  those  weak  minds  which  are  influ- 
enced by  their  apprehensions  more  than  by  their  judgments,  so 
as  to  produce  a  concurrence  in  the  measures  which  the  exigen- 
cies of  afiEairs  demand.  To  restore  public  credit  is  the  object  of 
all  men  of  sense ;  in  this  the  influence  of  the  army,  properly 
directed,  may  co-operate."  And  he  invited  Wadiington  to 
make  use  of  General  Knox,t  to  whom  Gtouvemeur  Morris 
wrote  on  the  same  day  and  by  the  same  channel. 

To  ensure  the  concerted  action  of  the  southern  army,  Gou- 
vemeur  Morris  wrote  privately  to  Greene :  "  The  main  army 
will  not  easily  forego  their  expectations.  Their  murmurs, 
though  not  loud,  are  deep.  K  the  army,  in  common  with  all 
other  public  creditors,  insist  on  the  grant  of  general,  permanent 
funds  for  liquidating  all  the  public  debts,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  such  revenues  will  be  obtained,  and  will  afford  to 
every  order  of  public  creditors  a  solid  security.  With  the  due 
exception  of  miracles,  there  is  no  probability  that  the  states  will 
ever  make  such  grants  unless  the  army  be  united  and  deter- 
mined in  the  pursuit  of  it,  and  unless  they  be  firmly  supported 
by  and  as  firmly  support  the  other  creditors.  That  this  may 
happen  must  be  the  entire  wish  of  every  intelligently  just  man 
and  of  every  real  friend  to  our  glorious  revolution."  X 

The  letter  of  Qt)uvemeur  Morris  to  Knox,  which  was  in 
reality  a  commimication  through  Enox  to  Washington,  cannot 
be  found.  It  evidently  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  army 
might  be  made  to  co-operate  in  bringing  about  a  closer  union 

*  GUpin,  850,  851 ;  EUioi,  66. 

t  Hamilton  to  WashingtoD,  7  Fcbmaiy  1788.    Hamilton,  I,  827. 

I G.  Morris  to  Greene,  16  February  1788.    Sparka*8  G.  Morris,  I,  250. 
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of  the  states  and  a  stronger  goyemment  The  answer  of  Enoz 
expresses  the  advice  of  Washington:  "The  army  are  good 
patriots,  and  wonld  forward  everything  that  would  tend  to 
produce  union  and  a  permanent  general  constitution ;  but  they 
are  yet  to  be  taught  how  their  influence  is  to  effect  this  mat- 
ter. A  ^hoop  to  the  barrel '  is  their  favorite  toast  America 
will  have  fought  and  bled  to  little  purpose  if  the  powers  of 
government  shall  be  insufficient  to  preserve  the  peace,  and  this 
must  be  the  case  without  general  funds.  As  the  present  con- 
stitution is  so  defective,  why  do  not  you  great  men  call  the 
people  together  and  tell  them  so— that  is,  to  have  a  convention 
of  the  states  to  form  a  better  constitution  ?  This  appears  to 
us,  who  have  a  superficial  view  only,  to  be  the  most  efficacious 
remedy."  * 

On  the  thirteenth  of  February  the  speech  of  the  king  of 
Oreat  Britain,  at  the  opening  of  parliament  in  December,  was 
received.  His  announcement  of  provisional  articles  of  peace 
with  the  United  States  produced  great  joy ;  yet  that  joy  was 
clouded  by  apprehensions  from  the  impossibility  of  meeting 
the  just  claims  of  the  army. 

Congress  was  brought  no  nearer  to  decisive  action.  Ham- 
ilton proposed  that  the  doors  of  congress  should  be  thrown 
wide  open  whenever  the  finances  were  under  discussion,  though 
the  proposal,  had  it  been  accepted,  would  have  filled  the  gal- 
leries with  holders  of  certificates  of  the  public  debt,  f 

On  the  other  side,  John  Butledge  again  and  again  moved  that 
the  proceeds  of  the  impost  should  be  appropriated  exclusively 
to  the  army,  but  was  supported  only  by  his  own  state.  Buffied 
by  his  indifference  to  tlie  civil  creditors,  Wilson  had  one  day 
answered  with  warmth:  "Pennsylvania  will  take  her  own 
measures  without  regard  to  those  of  congress,  and  she  ought 
to  do  so.  She  is  willing  to  sink  or  swim  according  to  the 
common  fate;  but  she  will  not  suffer  herself  with  a  millstone 
of  six  millions  of  the  continental  debt,  to  go  to  the  bottom 
alone." 

The  weakness  of  the  friends  of  a  general  revenue  appeared 
from  their  consenting  to  leave  to  the  several  states  the  ap- 

*  Enox  to  G.  Morris,  81  February  1788,  in  Sparks's  G.  Morris,  L,  256. 
t  GUpin,  886,  8il ;  SlUot,  60,  52. 
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pointment  of  the  collectors  of  taxes,  and  to  limit  the  graat  of 
the  impost  to  twenty-five  years.* 

Once  more  Mercer  and  Arthnr  Lee  renewed  their  war 
npon  Madison,  who  in  reply  made  a  convincing  plea  for  the 
necessity  of  a  permanent  general  revenne.  "  The  pnrse,"  re- 
peated Arthur  Lee,  ^^  ought  never  to  be  put  in  the  same  hand 
with  the  sword.  I  will  be  explicit ;  I  would  rather  see  con- 
gress a  rope  of  sand  than  a  rod  of  iron.  Yirginia  ought  not 
to  concur  in  granting  to  congress  a  permanent  revenue.'*  "  If 
the  federal  compact  is  such  as  has  been  represented,"  said  Mer- 
cer, "  I  will  immediately  withdraw  from  congress,  and  do  every- 
thing in  my  power  to  destroy  its  existence."  Chafed  by  these 
expressions,  Gorham  of  Massachusetts  cried  out :  ^'  The  sooner 
this  is  known  the  better,  that  some  of  the  states  may  form 
other  confederacies  adequate  to  their  safety."  f 

The  assiduous  labors  of  congress  for  two  months  had  failed 
to  devise  the  means  for  restoring  public  credit  Li  February 
some  of  its  members  thought  the  time  had  arrived  when  order 
and  credit  could  come,  if  the  army  would  support  its  demands 
by  its  strength.  Bobert  Morris  extorted  from  congress  a  re- 
moval of  the  injunction  of  secrecy  on  his  letter  of  resignation, 
and  forthwith  sent  it  not  only  to  Washington  but  to  the  public 
press,  through  which  it  immediately  reached  the  army. 

•  Gilpin,  314,  847,  848 ;  EUiot,  48,  64.  f  GUpin,  857,  511 ;  ElUot,  67. 
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CHAPTER  VL 

the  amebioan  abmt  and  its  chief. 

Maech  1783. 

The  commander-in-chief  guppressed  the  wish  to  visit  Mount 
Vernon  dmdng  the  winter,  for  the  army  at  Newbmg  was  more 
nnqniet  that  at  any  former  period.*  The  Massachusetts  line 
formed  more  than  half  of  it,  and  so  many  of  the  remainder 
were  from  other  eastern  states  that  he  could  describe  them  all 
as  New  England  men.  f  He  had  made  the  delicate  state  of 
affairs  "  the  object  of  many  contemplative  hours,"  and  he  was 
aware  of  the  prevailing  sentiment  that  the  prospect  of  compen- 
sation for  past  services  would  terminate  with  the  war.  J 

Now  that  peace  was  at  hand,  his  first  act  was  by  a  letter  to 
Harrison,  then  governor  of  Virginia,  to  entreat  his  own  state 
to  enter  upon  a  movement  toward  a  real  union.  "  From  the 
observations  I  have  made  in  the  course  of  this  war— and  my 
intercourse  with  the  states  in  their  united  as  well  as  separate 
capacities  has  afforded  ample  opportunities  of  judging — ^1  am 
decided  in  my  opinion,"  such  were  his  words,  "  that,  if  the 
powers  of  congress  are  not  enlarged  and  made  competent  to 
all  general  purposes,  the  blood  which  has  been  spilt,  the  ex- 
pense that  has  been  incurred,  and  the  distresses  which  have 
been  felt,  will  avail  nothing ;  and  that  the  band  which  holds 
us  together,  already  too  weak,  will  soon  be  broken ;  when  anar- 

♦  Sparks,  viii.,  866,  869. 

t  Gorham  In  Gilpin,  816.    Elliot,  48.    Washington  to  Joseph  Jones.    Sparks, 
▼ill.,  888 ;  and  compare  Sparks,  viii.,  456. 

t  Washington  to  HamUton,  4  March  1788.    Sparks,  viil.,  889, 890. 
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cby  and  oonfuBion  will  prevaiL''^  I  shall  make  no  apology  for 
the  freedom  of  these  sentiments ;  they  proceed  from  an  honest 
heart ;  they  will  at  least  prove  the  sincerity  of  my  friendship, 
as  they  are  altogether  nndisgoised/'  The  governor  received 
this  letter  as  a  public  appeal,  and  placed  it  among  the  archives 
of  Virginia. 

Before  the  officers  had  taken  into  consideration  the  cautions 
report  of  their  committee  to  congress,  Colonel  Walter  Stewart, 
an  inspector  of  troops,  coming  back  from  Philadelphia,  pre- 
sented himself  at  the  quarters  of  Gates  as  '^a  kind  of  agent 
from  the  friends  of  thearmyin  congress;'^ f  ai^d  rumors  were 
immediately  circulated  through  the  camp  that  it  was  imiver- 
saQy  expected  the  army  would  not  disband  until  they  had  ob- 
tained justice ;  that  the  public  creditors  looked  up  to  them  for 
aid,  and,  if  necessary,  would  even  join  them  in  the  field ;  that 
some  members  of  congress  wished  the  measure  might  take 
effect,  in  order  to  compel  the  public,  particularly  the  delin- 
quent states,  to  do  justice.  X 

A  plan  of  action  was  in  the  utmost  secrecy  devised  by 
Gates  and  those  around  him.  To  touch  with  ability  the  sev- 
eral chords  of  feeling  which  lay  slumbering  in  the  army,  his 
aide^e-camp.  Major  John  Armstrong,  was  selected  to  draft  an 
address.  This  was  copied,  and  Colonel  Barber,  the  assistant 
adjutant-general  of  the  division  of  Gates,  taking  care  not  to  be 
tracked,  put  it  in  circulation  through  the  line  of  every  state,^ 
with  a  notice  for  a  meeting  of  the  general  and  field  officers  on 
the  next  day,  to  consider  what  measures  should  be  adopted  to 
obtain  that  redress  of  grievances  which  they  seemed  to  have 
solicited  in  vain.  J 

"  My  friends  I  ^'  so  ran  the  anonymous  appeal,  "  after  seven 
long  years  your  suffering  courage  has  conducted  the  United 
States  of  America  through  a  doubtful  and  a  bloody  war ;  and 

♦  Wobmgton  to  narrison,  4  Mardi  1788.  MaxwdPs  Virginia  Hiatopical 
BcgiBter,  t!.,  86, 87. 

f  Gates  to  Annatrong,  22  June  1788.  I  follow  a  manuscript  oopj  received  from 
J.  K.  Armatrong.    The  letter  has  been  printed  in  United  States  Magazine,  i.,  40. 

X  Washington  to  Joseph  Jones,  12  March  1788.  Sparks,  viiL,  898,  894.  Wash- 
ington to  Hamilton,  12  March  1788.    Hamilton,  1.,  848. 

*  Gates  to  Armstrong,  22  June,  1788.  |  Journal  of  Congress,  ir.,  208. 
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peace  retams  to  bless — ^whom  t  A  coimtrj  willing  to  redress 
your  wrongs,  elierish  your  worth,  and  reward  your  services! 
Or  is  it  rather  a  country  that  tramples  npon  your  rights,  dis- 
dains yonr  cries,  and  insults  your  distresses !  Have  you  not 
lately,  in  the  meek  language  of  humble  petitionerB,  b^ged 
from  the  justice  of  congress  what  you  could  no  longer  expect 
from  their  favor?  How  have  you  been  answered!  ■  Let  the 
letter  which  you  are  called  to  consider  to-morrow  make  reply  t 

"  If  this  be  your  treatment  while  the  swords  you  wear  are 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  America,  what  have  you  to  ex- 
pect when  those  very  swords,  the  instruments  and  companions 
of  your  glory,  shall  be  taken  from  your  sides,  and  no  mark  of 
military  distinction  left  but  your  wants,  infirmities,  and  scars  i 
K  you  have  sense  enough  to  discover  and  spirit  to  oppose 
tyranny,  whatever  garb  it  may  assume,  awake  to  your  situation. 
If  the  present  moment  be  lost,  your  threats  hereafter  will  be 
as  empty  as  your  entreaties  now.  Appeal  from  the  justice  to 
the  fears  of  government;  and  suspect  the  man" — ^here  Wash- 
ington was  pointed  at — "who  would  advise  to  longer  forbear- 
ance.'' * 

A  copy  of  the  address  reached  Washington  on  Tuesday,  the 
eleventh,  and  the  meeting  was  to  take  place  in  the  evening  of 
that  very  day.  Sesolutions  dictated  by  passion  and  tending 
to  anarchy,  li  once  adopted,  could  never  be  e&ced,  and  might 
bring  ruin  on  the  army  and  the  nation.  There  was  need  of 
instant  action,  "  to  arrest  the  feet  that  stood  wavering  on  a 
precipice."  f  To  change  ill-considered  menaces  into  a  legal 
presentment  of  grievances,  the  commander,  in  gen^*al  orders, 
disapproved  the  anonymous  and  irregular  invitation  to  a  meet- 
ing, and  at  the  same  time  requested  all  the  highest  officers  and 
a  representation  of  the  rest  to  assemble  at  twelve  o'clock  on 
the  next  Saturday  to  hear  the  report  of  the  committee  which 
they  had  sent  to  congress.  "  After  mature  deliberation,  they 
will  devise  what  further  measures  ought  to  be  adopted  to  attain 
the  just  and  important  object  in  view.  The  senior  officer  in 
rank  present  will  preside  and  report  the  result  of  iheir  delib- 
erations to  the  conmiander-in-chief ."    Gates  quailed,  and  the 

*  Journal  of  Congress,  It.,  208. 

t  Washington  to  Hamilton,  12  March  1783.    Hamilton,  L,  844. 
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gathering  for  that  eveniiig  was  given  np ;  but  under  his  eye 
Armstrong  prepared  a  second  anonymous  address,  which,  while 
it  professed  to  consider  the  general  orders  of  Washington  ^^  as 
giving  stability  to  their  resolves,"  recommended  "  suspicion " 
as  their  ^^  sentinel"  During  the  week,  Washington  employed 
himself,  with  Knox  and  others  whom  he  could  trust,  in  pre- 
paring methods  to  avert  every  fatal  consequence. 

At  noon  on  the  fifteenth  the  officers  assembled,  with  Gates 
in  the  chair.  They  were  surprised  to  find  that  the  commander- 
in-chief  was  with  them.  Every  eye  was  fixed  on  him ;  and 
all  were  mute,  awaiting  his  wcnrds.* 

After  an  apology  to  his  "  brother  officers "  for  his  pres- 
ence, he  read  his  analysis  of  the  anonymous  addresses.  Their 
author  he  praised  for  his  rhetorical  skill,  but  denied  the  recti- 
tude of  his  heart,  and  denounced  his  scheme  as  fit  to  proceed 
from  no  one  but  a  British  emissary.    He  thus  continued : 

^^  As  I  was  among  the  first  who  embarked  in  the  cause  of 
our  common  country ;  as  I  have  never  left  your  side  one  mo- 
ment, but  when  called  from  you  on  public  duty ;  as  I  have 
been  the  constant  companion  and  witness  of  your  distresses,  it 
can  scarcely  be  supposed  that  I  am  indifferent  to  your  inters 
ests."  He  proceeded  to  demonstrate  that  any  attempt  to  com- 
pel an  instant  compliance  with  their  demands  would  certainly 
remove  to  a  still  greater  distance  the  attainment  of  their  ends. 
They  must  place  their  reliance  on  the  plighted  faith  of  their 
country  and  the  purity  of  the  intentions  of  congress  to  render 
them  ample  justice,  though  its  deliberations,  from  the  difficulty 
of  reconciling  different  interests,  might  be  slow. 

<<  For  myself,''  he  said,  ^^  so  far  as  may  be  done  consistentiy 
with  the  great  duty  I  owe  my  country  and  those  powers  we 
are  bound  to  respect,  you  may  command  my  services  to  the 
utmost  extent  of  my  abilities. 

^  While  I  give  you  these  assurances,  let  me  entreat  you, 
gentiemen,  on  your  part,  not  to  take  any  measures  which,  in 
the  calm  light  of  reason,  will  lessen  the  dignity  and  sully  the 
glory  you  have  hitherto  maintained.  Let  me  conjure  you  in 
the  name  of  our  common  country,  as  you  value  your  own  sacred 
honor,  as  you  respect  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  as  you  regard 

*  Sbaw  to  Rot.  John  EUot,  27  April  1788. 
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the  military  and  national  character  of  America,  to  express  your 
utmost  horror  and  detestation  of  the  man  who  wickedly  at- 
tempts to  open  the  floodgates  of  civil  discord  and  delnge  onr 
rising  empire  in  blood. 

"By  thus  determining  and  thus  acting,  you  will  pursue 
the  plain  and  direct  road  to  the  attainment  of  your  wishes ; 
you  will  give  one  more  proof  of  unexampled  patriotism  and 
patient  virtue,  rising  superior  to  the  pressure  of  the  most  com- 
plicated sufferings ;  and  you  will  afford  occasion  for  posterity 
to  say :  *  Had  this  day  been  wanting,  the  world  had  never  seen 
the  last  stage  of  perfection  to  which  human  nature  is  capable 
of  attaining.' " 

On  concluding  his  address,  the  general,  in  further  proof  of 
the  good  disposition  of  congress,  began  to  read  parts  of  a  let- 
ter from  a  member  of  that  body ;  but,  after  getting  through  a 
single  paragraph,  he  paused,  and  asked  leave  of  his  audience  to 
put  on  spectacles,  which  he  had  so  lately  received  *  that  he  had 
never  yet  worn  them  in  public,t  saying :  "  I  have  grown  gray 
in  your  service,  and  now  find  myself  growing  blind."  These 
unaffected  words  touched  every  heart.  The  letter,  which  was 
from  Joseph  Jones  of  King  George  county  in  Virginia,  set 
forth  the  embarrafisments  of  congress  and  their  resolve  that  the 
army  should  at  all  events  be  justly  dealt  with.  Washington 
then  withdrew. 

Officers,  who  a  few  hours  before  had  yielded  themselves  to 
the  anonymous  addresses,  veered  about,  and  would  now  follow 
no  counsellor  but  their  own  conmiander.  The  assembly  unani- 
mously thanked  him  for  his  communications  and  assured  him 
of  their  affection,  "  with  the  greatest  sincerity  of  which  the 
human  heart  is  capable.*'  Then,  after  a  reference  to  Knox, 
Brooks,  and  Howard  as  their  committee,  they  resolved  unani- 
mously :  "At  the  conmiencement  of  the  present  war,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  American  army  engaged  in  the  service  of  their 
country  from  the  purest  love  and  attachment  to  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  human  nature,  which  motives  still  exist  in  the  high- 

*  From  Rittenhouse.  Washington  to  Rittenhoose,  16  Febraaiy  1783 ;  Memoirs 
of  Rittenhouse,  299,  800. 

t  "  C*6toit  la  premiere  foifl  qu'il  lea  prenoit  en  publique."  Mazzei,  Recherches, 
It.,  122. 
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est  degree ;  and  no  circnmstaneee  of  distress  or  danger  shall  in- 
duce a  conduct  that  may  tend  to  sully  the  reputation  and  glory 
which  they  have  acquired  at  the  price  of  their  blood  and  eight 
years'  faithful  services."  Making  no  demands  and  confining 
their  expectations  within  the  most  reasonable  limits,  they  de- 
clared their  unshaken  confidence  in  the  justice  of  congress  and 
their  country,  and  they  asked  nothing  of  their  chief  but  to 
uige  congress  to  a  speedy  decision  upon  their  late  memorial 

Another  resolution  declared  ^^that  the  officers  of  the 
American  army  view  with  abhorrence  and  reject  with  disdain 
the  infamous  propositions  contained  in  a  late  anonymous  ad- 
dress to  them."  Gates  meekly  put  the  question,  and  was 
obliged  to  report  that  it  was  carried  unanimously. 

No  one  ever  ruled  the  hearts  of  his  officers  like  Washing- 
ton. The  army  of  America  had  seen  him  calm  and  command- 
ing in  the  rage  of  battle ;  patient  and  persistent  under  multi- 
plied misfortunes ;  moderate  in  victory ;  but  then  he  had  been 
countenanced  by  his  troops  and  his  friends;  here  he  stood 
alone,  amid  injured  men  of  inflamed  passions,  with  swords 
at  their  sides,  persuaded  that  forbearance  would  be  their  ruin, 
and,  for  a  fearful  moment,  looking  upon  him  as  their  adver- 
sary. As  he  spoke,  every  cloud  was  scattered,  and  the  full 
light  of  love  of  country  broke  f ortL  Happy  for  America 
that  she  had  a  patriot  army ;  happy  for  America  and  for  the 
world  that  that  army  had  Washington  for  its  chief  1 

The  official  narrative  of  these  events  was  received  in  con- 
gress on  the  twenty-second,  and,  before  the  day  came  to  an 
end,  nine  states  concurred  in  a  resolution*  commuting  the 
half -pay  promised  to  the  officers  into  a  sum  equal  to  five 
years'  fall  pay,  to  be  discharged  by  certificates  bearing  inter- 
est at  six  per  cent.  Georgia  and  Rhode  Island  were  not  ade- 
quately represented ;  New  Hampshire  and  New  Jersey  voted 
in  the  negative ;  all  the  other  states  irrevocably  pledged  the 
United  States  to  redeem  their  promise  made  to  the  officers 
in  the  dark  hours  of  their  encampment  at  Valley  Forge. 

On  the  next  day  a  ship  dispatched  from  Cadiz  by  d'Es- 
taing,  at  the  instance  of  Lafayette,  brought  authentic  news 
that  the  American  and  British  commissioners  had  signed  defini- 

*  Bland  to  Washington,  22  March  1783.    MS. 
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tiyely  a  provisional  treaty,  of  wliioh  an  official  copy  had  been 
received  eleven  days  before,  and  that  peace  with  Great  Brit- 
ain had  already  taken  effect  The  American  boundaries  on 
the  northwest  exceeded  alike  the  demands  and  the  hopes  of 
congress,  and  it  was  already  believed  that  a  later  generation 
wonld  make  its  way  to  the  Pacific  ocean.* 

The  glad  tidings  drew  from  Washington  tears  of  joy  in 
that  "happiest  moment  of  his  life.'*  "AU  the  world  is 
touched  by  his  republican  virtues,"  wrote  Luzerne.  "  It  will 
be  in  vain  for  him  to  wish  to  hide  himself  and  live  as  a  sim- 
ple, private  man ;  he  will  always  be  the  first  citizen  of  the 
United  States."  f  All  the  while  no  one  like  him  had  pursued 
with  single-mindedness  and  perseverance  and  constant  activity 
the  great  object  of  creating  a  republican  government  for  the 
continent  To  Hamilton  he  wrote  on  the  last  day  of  March 
1783  :  "I  rejoice  most  exceedingly  that  there  is  an  end  to  our 
warfare,  and  that  such  a  field  is  opening  to  our  view,  as  will 
with  wisdom  to  direct  the  cultivation  of  it,  make  us  a  great,  a 
respectable,  and  happy  people ;  but  it  must  be  improved  by 
other  means  than  state  politics,  and  unreasonable  jealousies  and 
prejudices,  or  it  requires  not  the  second  sight  to  see  that  we 
shall  be  instruments  in  the  hands  of  our  enemies  and  those 
European  powers  who  may  be  jealous  of  our  greatness  in  anion, 
to  dissolve  the  confederation.  But  to  obtain  this,  although  the 
way  seems  extremely  plain,  is  not  so  easy. 

^  My  wish  to  see  the  imion  of  these  states  established  upon 
liberal  and  permanent  principles,  and  inclination  to  contribute 
my  mite  in  pointing  out  the  defects  of  the  present  constitu- 
tion, are  equally  great  All  my  private  letters  have  teemed 
with  these  sentiments,  and,  whenever  this  topic  has  been  the 
subject  of  conversation,  I  have  endeavored  to  diffnse  and  eiir 
force  them.  No  man  in  the  United  States  is  or  can  be  more 
deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  a  reform  in  our  present 
confederation  than  myself.  No  man,  perhaps,  has  felt  the  bad 
effects  of  it  more  sensibly;  for  to  tiie  defects  thereof,  and 
want  of  power  in  congress,  may  justly  be  ascribed  the  pro- 
longation of  the  war  and  consequently  the  expenses  occasioned 

*  Luzerae  to  Vergennes,  19  March  1788.    MS. 
f  Luzerne  to  VergenneB,  29  March  1788. 
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by  it.    More  than  half  the  perplexities  I  have  experienced  in 
the  course  of  my  command,  and  almost  the  whole  of  the  dif- 
ficulties and  disb-ess  of  the  army,  have  had  their  origin  here. 
Bnt  still,  the  prejudices  of  some,  the  designs  of  others,  an^  j 
the  mere  machinery  of  the  majority,  make  address  and  man- 1 
agement  necessary  to  give  weight  to  opinions  which  are  to' 
combat  the  doctrines  of  those  different  classes  of  men  in  the 
field  of  poUtics.^* 

Upon  official  information  from  Franklin  and  Adams,  con- 
gress on  the  eleventh  of  April  made  proclamation  for  the  ces- 
sation of  hostilities.  In  announcing  the  great  event  to  the 
army,  Washington  did  especial  honor  to  the  men  who  had 
enlisted  for  the  war,  and  added :  ^^  Happy,  thrice  happy  shall 
they  be  pronounced  hereafter  who  have  contributed  anything 
in  erecting  this  stupendous  fabric  of  freedom  and  empire; 
who  have  assisted  in  protecting  the  rights  of  human  nature, 
and  establishing  an  asylum  for  the  poor  and  oppressed  of  all 
nations  and  religions."  f  The  proclamation  of  congress  that 
war  was  at  an  end  was  published  to  the  army  on  the  nine- 
teenth, exactly  eight  years  from  the  day  when  the  embattled 
&rmers  of  Concord  "  fired  the  shot  heard  round  the  world.'* 

•  Spark8*s  Wuhington,  tUL,  409,  410,  411.    Washington  to  Hftmilton,  81 
tfarch  1788.  f  Sparks,  viiL,  668. 
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CHAPTER  YIL 

DI8BAin>INO  THE  AKMY. 

Maeoh-July  1783. 

Washinoton  presented  the  rightful  claims  of  the  "  patriot 
army"*  with  a  warmth  and  energy  which  never  but  this 
once  appear  in  his  communications  to  congress ;  and  his  words 
gained  intenser  power  from  his  disinterestedness.  To  a  com- 
mittee on  which  were  Bland  and  Hamilton,  he  enforced,  by 
every  consideration  of  gratitude,  justice,  honor,  and  national 
pride,  the  "  universal "  expectations  of  the  army,  that,  before 
their  disbanding,  they  should  receive  pay  for  at  least  one 
month  in  hand,  with  an  absolute  assurance  in  a  short  time  of 
pay  for  two  months  more.  "  The  financier  will  take  his  own 
measures,  but  this  sum  must  be  procured.  The  soldier  is  will- 
ing to  risk  the  hard-earned  remainder  due  him  for  four,  five, 
perhaps  sir  years  upon  the  same  basis  of  security  with  the 
general  mass  of  other  public  creditors."  f 

"  The  expectations  of  the  army,"  answered  Hamilton,  "are 
moderation  itself."  X  But,  after  a  week's  reflection,  Morris, 
who  had  already  written  to  congress  "our  public  credit  is 
gone,"  ^  replied  to  the  conmiittee  that  the  amount  of  three 
months'  pay  was  more  than  all  the  receipts  from  all  the  states 
since  1781 ;  that  there  was  no  resource  but  the  issue  of  paper 
notes  in  anticipation  of  revenue.  I 

♦  Washington  to  congresa,  18  March  1783.    Sparks,  viii.,  896-890. 
t  Washington  to  Bland,  4  April  1783. 

X  Hamilton  to  Washington,  11  April  1783.    Letters  to  Washington,  iv.,  17. 

•  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  xii.,  842. 

I  R.  Morris  to  Hamilton,  14  April  1788.    Diplomatic  Correspondence,  xii^ 
846. 
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A  sharp  admonition  from  Yergennes  to  the  United  States 
speedily  to  meet  their  engagements  in  France  and  Holland,''^ 
and  the  representations  of  Washington,  qnickened  the  deter- 
mination of  congress.  In  preparing  the  plan  for  a  revenne, 
Madison  was  assisted  by  Jefferson,  who  passed  a  large  part  of 
the  winter  in  Philadelphia. 

The  national  debt  of  Great  Britain  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war  with  America  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
millions  of  pounds ;  at  the  dose  of  it,  including  deficiencies 
that  were  still  to  be  funded,  it  amounted  to  twice  that  sum. 
The  debt  of  the  United  States  did  not  much  exceed  forty-two 
millions  of  dollars ;  the  annual  interest  on  that  debt  was  not 
far  from  two  and  a  half  millions,  and  to  fund  it  successfully 
there  was  need  of  a  yearly  revenue  of  at  least  that  sum.  One 
million  was  hoped  for  from  specific  duties  on  enumerated  im- 
ports, and  a  duty  of  five  per  cent  on  the  value  of  all  others. 
A  million  and  a  half  dollars  more  were  to  be  raised  by  requisi- 
tions of  congress,  apportioned  on  the  states  according  to  popu- 
lation. This  more  convenient  method  had  hitherto  failed  from 
conflicts  on  the  rule  for  counting  slaves.  The  South  had  in- 
sisted on  the  ratio  of  two  for  one  freeman.  Williamson  of 
North  Carolina  said:  "I  am  principled  against  slavery.  I 
think  slaves  an  incmnbrance  to  society  instead  of  increasing 
its  ability  to  pay  taxes."  f  To  effect  an  agreement,  Madison, 
seconded  by  tfohn  Butledge,  offered  that  slaves  should  be  rated 
as  five  to  three,  and  this  compromise,  which  then  affected 
taxation  only  and  not  representation,  was  accepted  almost  with 
unanimity.  1 

In  the  beginning  of  April,  Hamilton  had  declared  in  con- 
gress that  he  wished  to  strengthen  the  federal  constitution 
through  a  general  convention,  and  should  soon,  in  pursuance 
of  instructions  from  his  constituents,  propose  a  plan  for  that 
purpose.  ^  In  the  mean  time,  he  remained  inflexible  in  the 
opinion  that  an  attempt  to  obtain  revenue  by  an  application 
to  the  several  states  would  be  futile,  because  an  agreement 
could  never  be  arrived  at  through  partial  deliberations.    The 

*  Luzerne  to  R.  Morris,  16  March  1788.    Diplomatic  Correspondence,  zi.,  167, 
168.  t  Gilpin,  428;  Elliot,  79. 

X  GUpin,  428,  424  ;  ElUot,  79.  *  Gilpin,  429,  480;  JSUiot,  81. 
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vote  on  the  report  of  the  new  financial  measure,  which  he  op- 
posed as  inadequate,  was  taken  on  the  eighteenth  of  AprL 
Georgia  alone  was  absent ;  eleven  states  were  fuUj  represented; 
Kew  Hampshire  bj  a  single  delegate.  Hamilton  and  the  two 
representatiyes  of  Bhode  Island,  alone  and  for  the  most  oppo- 
site reasons,  gave  their  votes  in  the  negative.  New  York  being 
divided,  nine  states  and  a  half  against  one,  twenty-five  del^ates 
against  three,  recorded  their  votes  for  the  adoption  of  the  report 

To  the  relentless  exigencies  of  the  moment  the  financial 
proposition  of  the  eighteenth  of  April  (^ered  no  relief,  nor 
could  it  take  effect  until  it  should  be  accepted  by  every  one  of 
the  thirteen  states.  To  win  this  unanimous  assent^  congress, 
in  the  words  of  Madison,  enforced  the  peculiar  nature  of  their 
obligations  to  France,  to  members  of  the  republic  of  Holland, 
and  to  the  army.  Moreover,  ^^  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
are  responsible  for  the  greatest  trust  ever  confided  to  a  politi- 
cal society.  If  justice,  good  faith,  honor,  gratitude,  and  all  the 
other  qualities  which  ennoble  the  character  of  a  nation  and 
fulfil  the  ends  of  government,  be  the  fruits  of  our  unadulte^ 
ated  forms  of  republican  government,  the  cause  of  liberty  will 
acquire  a  dignity  and  lustre  which  it  has  never  yet  enjoyed ; 
and  an  example  will  be  set  which  cannot  but  have  the  most 
favorable  influence  on  the  rights  of  mankind."  New  York, 
North  and  South  Carolina,  and  Massachusetts  were  following 
the  example  of  Virginia,  and  repealing  their  revenue  acts  of 
former  years ;  when  the  address  went  forth,  accompanied  by 
the  letter  of  congress  to  the  governor  of  Bhode  Island  which 
Hamilton  had  drafted,  and  by  various  papers  showing  the 
amount  and  the  character  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States. 

Then,  on  the  twenty-dghth,  and  so  far  as  the  records  show 
never  till  then,  congress  appointed  a  committee  on  the  New 
York  resolutions  of  the  preceding  July  in  favor  of  a  general 
convention.  Its  choice  fell  on  Ellsworth,  Carroll,  Wilson, 
Gorham,  Hamilton,  Peters,  McHenry,  Izard,  and  Duane.* 

*  If  acUflon,  on  whom  we  depend  for  a  report  of  the  debates  of  congress  of  that 
period,  was  absent  from  Satnrday,  April  the  twenty-sixth,  to  Tuesday,  May  rixth. 
So  details  are  wanting.  That  Clinton's  letter  and  the  New  York  resolutions  were 
committed  on  the  tweoty-dghth  of  April,  we  know  from  a  MS.  memorandum  bf 
Charles  Thomson. 
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In  October  1780,  congreBS  provided  for  forming  new  states 
ont  of  tiie  north-westeni  territory.*  A  most  elaborate  report, 
read  in  November  1781,  recommended  that  the  lands  for  set- 
tlements ^^  should  be  laid  out  into  townships  of  about  six  miles 
sqnare."  f  Earlj  in  1783  Bofus  Pntnam,  with  other  officers 
and  soldiers  of  die  army  in  Kew  England,  engaged  heartilj  in 
a  plan  to  form  a  state  westward  of  the  Ohio,  and  Timothy 
Pickering,  who  had  framed  a  complete  plan  for  settling  lands 
in  Ohio,  proposed  to  them  that  ^^  the  totfd  exdnsion  of  slavery 
from  the  state  should  form  an  essential  and  irrevocable  part  of 
the  constitution."  X  ^^  ^^  unite  the  thirteen  states  in  one  great 
political  interest,"  Bland,  a  man  of  culture,  who  had  served 
with  credit  as  a  colonel  of  dragoons,  and  had  been  a  member 
of  congress  from  Yiiglnia  since  1780,  now,  on  the  fifth  of  June 
1783,  brought  forward  an  ^'  ordinance  "  to  acc3pt  oonditionallj 
the  cession  of  Yirginia,  divide  it  into  districts  of  two  degrees 
of  latitude  by  three  degrees  of  longitude,  and  subdivide  each 
district  into  townships  of  a  fixed  number  of  miles  square ;  each 
district  to  be  received  into  the  union  as  a  ^^ sovereign"  state, 
so  soon  as  it  could  count  twenty  thousand  inhabitants.  In 
these  embryo  states,  every  one  who  had  enlisted  for  the  war  or 
had  served  for  three  years  was  to  receive  the  bounty  lands 
{m>mised  him,  and  thirty  acres  more  for  eadi  dollar  due  to 
him  from  the  United  States.  One  tenth  part  of  the  soil  was 
to  be  reserved  for  ^^  the  payment  of  the  civil  list  of  the  United 
States,  the  erecting  of  frontier  posts,  and  the  founding  of 
seminaries  of  learning ;  the  surplus  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
building  and  equipping  a  navy,  and  to  no  other  purpose  what- 
ever." This  pioneer  ordinance  ior  colonizing  the  territory 
north-west  of  the  (^uo  was  seconded  by  Hamilton,  and  referred 
to  a  grand  committee.^ 

From  the  moment  when  it  became  officiallj  known  that  a 

*  Laws  relating  to  Public  Lands,  888 ;  Jonmals  of  Congress,  iii.,  685. 

f  Endorsement  on  the  original  report  in  the  state  department  is :  ^  Read  in 
congress  8  NoTomber  1781.** 

t  PSekering's  Piokoring,  L,  648. 

•  Papers  of  Old  Congress,  xzxtL  MS.  The  ordinance  is  in  the  handwriting 
of  Tbeodorick  Bland,  and  indorsed  bj  Charles  Thomson :  **  Motion  of  Mr.  Bland 
Mcooded  by  Mr.  Hamilton.  Jane  6, 1788.  Beferred  to  the  grand  oommitteo  of 
to  Maj  1788.*" 
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preliimnary  treaty  of  peace  had  been  condnded^  Bobert  Korm 
persistentlj  demanded  the  immediate  dischai^  of  the  armj.* 
The  oily  of  New  York  and  the  interior  posts  being  still  in 
British  hands,  his  importunity  was  resisted  by  GK>rham  and 
Hamilton,  and  disapproved  by  the  secretary  of  foreign  aflEaiis; 
but  the  public  penuiy  overcame  all  scruples. 

As  the  time  drew  near  for  the  officers  to  pass  from  militaiy 
service  to  civil  life,  they  recalled  the  example  of  the  Eoman 
Cindimatus,  and,  adoptbig  his  name,  formed  themselves  into 
"one  society  of  friends,"  to  perpetuate  "  the  spirit  of  brotherly 
kindness  "  and  to  help  officers  and  their  families  in  their  times 
of  need.  An  inmiutable  attachment  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  human  nature  was  made  the  law  of  conduct  for  memben, 
to  whatever  nation  they  might  belong ;  and  those  who  were 
Americans  pledged  to  each  other  their  ^^  unalterable  determi- 
nation to  promote  and  cherish  union  between  the  states."!  ^7 
one  grave  error,  which  called  forth  from  many  sides  in  Ameri- 
ca and  in  Europe  the  severest  censure,  membership  was  made 
hereditary  in  their  eldest  male  posterity.  The  commander-in- 
chief,  who  had  no  offspring,  refused  to  separate  himself  from 
his  faithful  associates  in  the  war ;  but  by  his  influence  the  soci- 
ety at  its  first  general  meeting  in  May  1784  proposed  to  its 
branches  in  the  states  to  expunge  from  its  constitution  the 
clauses  which  had  excited  alarm  and  just  complaint 

The  general  order  of  the  second  day  of  June  published  the 
resolve  of  congress  that  the  men  engaged  for  the  war,  with  a 
proper  proportion  of  officers,  were  immediately  to  receive  fur- 
loughs, on  the  reverse  of  which  was  their  diischarge,  to  take 
effect  on  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace.  Washington  felt  the 
keenest  sensibility  at  their  distresses ;  j:  but  he  had  exhausted 
all  his  infiuence.  The  army,  for  three  months*  pay,  received 
only  notes  exactly  ^^  like  other  notes  issued  from  the  office  of 
finance."  ^  These  wore  nominally  due  in  six  months  to  the 
bearer,  with  six  per  cent  interest  till  paid.    Their  value  in  the 

♦  Dlaiy  of  Morris  in  Dip.  Cor.,  xH.,  867,  note.  f  Sparka,  Ix.,  ««,  note. 
I  Washington  to  Heath,  6  June  ITSS.    Sparks,  riU.,  485. 

•  Washington  to  Bland,  4  April  1783 ;  Journals  of  Congress,  for  July  9  and 
following  days.  It.,  287, 288 ;  Morris  to  congress,  18  July  1788,  Dip.  Cor.,  xil.,  87«, 
880-8S«  and  SS7-889,  and  other  letters. 
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market  was  two  shillings  or  two  and  sixpence  for  twenty  shil- 
lings *  The  veterans  were  enthusiasts  for  liberty,  and  there- 
fore, with  the  consciousness  of  having  done  their  duty  to  their 
native  land  and  to  mankind,  they,  in  perfect  good  order,  bear- 
ing with  them  their  arms  as  memorials  of  their  service,  retired 
to  their  homes  ^^  without  a  settlement  of  their  accounts,  and 
without  a  farthing  of  money  in  their  pockets."  f 

The  events  of  the  last  four  months  called  into  full  action 
the  powers  and  emotions  of  Washington.  "State  politics," 
Kud  he,  "  interfere  too  much  with  the  more  liberal  and  exten- 
sive plan  of  government  which  wisdom  and  foresight  would 
dictate.  The  honor,  power,  and  true  interest  of  this  country 
must  be  measured  by  a  continental  scale.  To  form  a  new  con- 
stitution that  will  give  consistency,  stability,  and  dignity  to  the 
union  and  sufficient  powers  to  the  great  council  of  the  nation 
for  general  purposes,  is  a  duty  incumbent  upon  every  man  who 
wishes  well  to  his  country."  X 

Lifted  above  himself,  and  borne  on  by  the  energy  of  his 
belief,  he  in  June  addressed  the  whole  people  through  a  last 
circular  to  the  governor  of  every  state,*  for  he  was  persuaded 
that  immediate  and  extreme  danger  overhung  the  life  of  the 
union.  "  With  this  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  pres- 
ent crisis,"  such  are  his  words, "  silence  in  me  would  be  a  crime ; 
I  will  therefore  speak  without  disguise  the  language  of  free- 
dom and  of  sincerity.  Those  who  differ  from  me  in  political 
sentiment  may  remark  that  I  am  stepping  out  of  the  proper 
line  of  my  duty ;  but  the  rectitude  of  my  own  heart,  the  part 
I  have  hitherto  acted,  experience  acquii*ed  by  long  and  close 
attention  to  the  business  of  that  country  in  whose  service  I  have 
spent  the  prime  of  my  life  and  whose  happiness  will  always 
constitute  my  own,  the  ardent  desire  I  feel  of  enjoying  in  pri- 
vate life,  after  all  the  toils  of  war,  the  benefits  of  a  wise  and 
liberal  government,  will  sooner  or  later  convince  my  cotmtry- 
men  that  this  address  is  the  result  of  the  purest  intention." 

♦  Pelatifth  Webster's  Political  Essays,  810 ;  compare  272. 

f  Washington  to  Ckmgrcss,  7  and  24  Jnne  1783.    Sparka,  viii.,  488,  458. 
t  Washington  to  Lafajette,  6  April  1783.    Sparks,  viiL,  412. 

*  Sparks,  viiL,  439.    Tho  date  of  the  circular  yaries  with  the  time  of  Ita  siic- 
eessiye  emission  to  the  several  states. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


84  THB  CONFEDERATION.  B.L;oH.m 

Thonghtfnl  for  the  defence  of  the  republic,  the  retiring 
oommander-in-chief  recommended  ^^  a  proper  peace  establish- 
ment," and  an  absolutelj  uniform  organization  of  the  ^'militia 
of  the  nnion''  throoghout  ^^the  continent"  He  pleaded  for 
complete  justice  to  all  classes  of  public  creditois.  He  entreated 
the  l^islature  of  each  state  to  pension  its  disabled  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates.  He  enforced  the  dutj  of  the 
states,  without  ^^  hesitating  a  single  moment,"  to  give  their  sano- 
tion  to  the  act  of  congress  establishing  a  revenue  for  the  United 
States,  for  the  onlj  alternative  was  a  national  bankruptK^. 
^^  Honesty,"  he  said,  ^^  will  be  found  on  every  experiment  to 
be  the  best  and  only  true  policy.  In  what  part  of  the  con- 
tinent shall  we  find  any  man  or  body  of  men  who  would  not 
blush  to  propose  measures  purposely  calculated  to  rob  the 
soldier  of  his  stipend,  and  the  public  creditor  of  his  due  i " 

He  then  proceeded  to  pronounce  solemn  judgment,  imd  to 
summon  the  people  of  America  to  fulfil  their  duty  to  Provi- 
dence and  to  their  fellow-men.  ^^  If  a  spirit  of  disunion,  or 
obstinacy  and  perverseness,  should  in  any  of  the  states  attempt 
to  frustrate  all  the  happy  efEects  that  might  be  e]q>ected  to  flow 
from  the  union,  that  state  which  puts  itself  in  opposition  to  the 
aggregate  wisdom  of  the  continent  will  alone  be  responsible 
for  all  the  consequences.^ 

^^  The  citizens  of  America,  the  sole  lords  and  proprietors 
of  a  vast  traet  of  continent,  are  now  acknowledged  to  be  pos- 
fiessed  of  absolute  freedom  and  independency.  Here  Heaven 
has  crowned  all  its  other  blessings  by  giving  a  fairer  opporta- 
nity  for  political  happiness  than  any  other  nation  has  ever  been 
favored  witL  The  rights  of  mankind  are  better  understood 
and  more  dearly  defined  than  at  any  former  period.  The  col- 
lected wisdom  acquired  through  a  long  succession  of  years  is 
laid  open  for  our  use  in  the  establishment  of  our  forms  of 
government  The  free  cultivation  of  letters,  the  unbounded 
extension  of  commerce,  the  progressive  refinement  of  man- 
ners, the  growing  liberality  of  sentiment,  and,  above  all,  the 
pure  and  benign  light  of  revelation,  have  had  a  meliorating 
infiuence  on  mankind.  At  this  auspicious  period,  the  United 
States  came  into  existence  as  a  nation. 
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'^Happinefis  is  ours  if  we  seize  the  occasion  and  make  it 
<mr  own.  This  is  the  moment  to  give  such  a  tone  to  onr  fed- 
eral government  as  will  enable  it  to  answer  the  ends  of  its  in- 
stitntion.  According  to  the  system  of  policy  the  states  shall 
adopt  at  this  moment,  it  is  to  be  decided  whether  the  revolu- 
tion must  ultimately  be  consi<kred  as  a  blessing  or  a  curse ;  a 
blessing  or  a  curse,  not  to  the  present  age  alone,  for  with  our 
£ite  will  the  destiny  of  unborn  millions  be  involved. 

^Essential  to  the  existence  of  the  United  States  is  the 
friendly  disposition  which  will  forget  local  prejudices  and 
policies,  make  mutual  concessions  to  the  general  prosperity, 
and,  in  some  instances,  sacrifice  individual  advantages  to  the 
interest  of  the  community.  Liberty  is  the  basis  of  the  glorious 
fabric  of  our  independency  and  national  character,  and  who- 
ever would  dare  to  sap  the  foundation,  or  overturn  the  struct- 
ure, under  whatever  specious  pretext  he  may  attempt  it,  will 
merit  the  bitterest  execration  and  the  severest  punishment 
which  can  be  inflicted  by  his  injured  country. 

^It  is  indispensable  to  the  happiness  of  the  individual 
states  that  there  should  be  lodged  somewhere  a  supreme  power 
to  regulate  and  govern  the  general  concerns  of  the  confeder- 
ated republic,  without  which  the  imion  cannot  be  of  long  du- 
ration,* and  eveiything  must  very  rapidly  tend  to  anarchy  and 
confusion.  Whatever  measures  have  a  tendency  to  dissolve  the 
union,  or  to  violate  or  lessen  the  sovereign  audiority,  ought  to 
be  considered  as  hostile  to  the  liberty  and  independence  of 
America.  It  is  only  in  our  united  character  that  we  are 
known  as  an  empire,  that  our  independence  is  acknowledged, 
that  our  power  can  be  regarded,  or  our  credit  supported  among 
foreign  nations.  The  treaties  of  the  European  powers  with 
the  United  States  of  America  will  have  no  validity  on  a  dis- 
solution of  the  union.  We  shall  be  left  nearly  in  a  state  of 
nature ;  or  we  may  find  by  our  own  unhappy  experience  that 
there  is  a  natural  and  necessary  progression  from  the  extreme 
of  anarchy  to  the  extreme  of  tyranny,  and  that  arbitrary 
power  is  most  easily  established  on  the  ruins  of  liberty  abused 
to  licentiousness." 

This  circular  letter  of  Washington  the  governors  of  the 

•  Sparks,  TiiL,  444. 
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states,  according  to  his  reqaest^  commanicated  to  their  respect- 
ive legislatures.  In  this  waj  it  was  borne  to  every  home  in 
the  United  States,  and  he  entreated  the  people  to  receive  it  as 
"his  legacy"  on  his  retirement  to  private  life. 

He  avoided  the  appearance  of  dictating  to  congress  how 
the  constitution  should  be  formed;  but,  while  he  was  careful 
to  declare  himself  "no  advocate  for  their  having  to  do  with 
the  particular  policy  of  any  state  further  than  it  concerns  the 
union  at  large,"  he  had  no  reserve  in  avowing  his  "  wish  to  see 
energy  given  to  the  federal  constitution  by  a  convention  of  the 
people."  * 

The  newspapers  of  the  day,  as  they  carried  the  letter  of 
Washington  into  every  home,  caught  up  the  theme,  and  de- 
manded a  revision  of  the  constitution,  "  not  by  congress,  but 
by  a  continental  convention,  authorized  for  the  purpose."  f 

•  Washington  to  Dr.  WiUiam  Gordon,  8  July  1788. 

f  Among  them:  Philadelphia,  8  Julj  1788;  Maryhmd  Gazette,  11  Jul/;  Vir- 
ginia Gazette,  19  July. 
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CHAPTER  L 

% 

HOW  THB  LAND  SEOEITED  THE  LEGAOT  OF  WASHINOT03f • 

Junb-Beoembeb  1783. 

Alt.  moyementB  conspired  to  f onn  for  the  thirteen  states  a 
Gonstitationy  sooner  than  they  dared  to  hope  and  ^'better  than 
thej  knew."  ^'  The  love  of  union  and  the  resistance  to  the 
dauns  of  Great  Britain  were  the  inseparable  inmates  of  the 
same  bosom.  Brave  men  from  different  states,  risking  life 
and  eyerything  valuable  in  a  common  cause,  believed  by  all  to 
be  most  precious,  were  confirmed  in  the  habit  of  considering 
America  as  their  country  and  congress  as  their  government"  * 
Acting  as  one,  they  had  attained  independence.  Moreover,  it 
was  their  fixed  belief  that  they  had  waged  battle  not  for  them- 
selves  alone,  but  for  the  hopes  and  the  rights  of  mankind ;  and 
this  faith  overieapt  the  limits  of  separate  commonwealths  with 
the  force  of  a  religious  conviction.  For  eighteen  years  the 
states  had  watched  together  over  their  liberties ;  for  eight  they 
had  borne  arms  togel^er  to  preserve  them ;  for  more  than  two 
they  had  been  confederates  under  a  compact  to  remain  united 
forever. 

The  federation  excelled  every  one  that  had  preceded  it. 
Inter-dtizenship  and  mutual  equality  of  rights  between  all  its 
members  gave  to  it  a  new  character  and  an  enduring  unity. 
The  Hebrew  commonwealth  was  intensely  exclusive,  both  by 
descent  and  from  religion ;  every  Greek  republic  grew  out  of 
families  and  tribes ;  the  word  nation  originally  implied  a  com- 
mon  ancestry.  All  medieval  republics,  like  the  Boman  mu- 
nicipalities, rested  on  privilege.    The  principle  of  inter-citi- 

^  lUnhaU  in  Van  SintToord'f  Chief  Jiistlooi  of  the  United  States,  814,  815. 
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zenship  infused  itself  neither  into  the  constitution  of  the  old 
Grerman  empire,  nor  of  Switzerland,  nor  of  Holland.  Even 
when  the  American  people  took  up  arms  against  Great  Brit- 
ain, congress  defined  onlj  the  membership  *  of  each  colony ; 
the  articles  of  confederation  first  brought  in  the  rule  that  any 
one  might  at  will  transfer  his  membership  from  one  state  to 
another.  Of  old  a  family,  a  sept,  a  clan,  a  tribe,  a  nation,  a 
race,  owed  its  unity  to  consanguinity.  Inter-citizenship  now 
took  the  place  of  consanguinity ;  the  Americans  became  not 
only  one  people,  but  one  nation.  They  had  framed  a  union  of 
several  states  in  one  confederacy,  fortified  and  bound  in  with 
a  further  union  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  one  of  them  by  a 

•  mutual  and  reciprocally  perfect  naturalization.t  This  inter- 
citizenship,  tliough  only  in  its  third  year,  has  been  so  ratified 
by  national  affections,  by  the  national  acquisition  of  independ- 
ence, by  national  treaties,  by  national  interests,  by  national 
history,  that  the  people  possessing  it  cannot  but  take  one  step 
more,  and  from  an  indwelling  necessity  form  above  the  states  a 
common  constitution  for  the  whole. 

It  was  to  a  nation  which  had  not  as  yet  a  self-existent  gov- 
enmient,  and  which  needed  and  felt  the  need  of  one,  that 

'  Washington's  legacy  went  forth.  The  love  which  was  every- 
where cherished  for  him,  in  itself  had  become  a  bond  of  union. 
"  They  are  compelled  to  await  the  result  of  his  letter,"  re- 
ported Luzerne ;  j:  ^^  they  hope  more  from  the  weight  of  a  sin- 
gle citizen  than  from  tiie  authority  of  the  sovereign  body." 
Jonathan  Trumbull,  the  venerable  governor  of  Connecticut,  in 
his  prompt  reply  extolled  "this  last  address  which  exhibited 
the  foundation  prindplee"  of  "an  indissoluble  union  of  the 
states  under  one  federal  head."  ^  When  in  the  next  autumn 
this  faithful  war  governor,  after  more  than  fifty  years  of  ser- 
vice, bade  farewell  to  public  life,  imitating  Washington,  he 
set  forth  to  the  legislature  of  Connecticut,  and  through  them 
to  its  people,  that  the  grant  to  the  federal  constitution  of  pow- 
ers clearly  defined,  ascertained,  and  understood,  and  sufficient 

*  Journals  of  Congress,  i^  865. 

f  Bacon's  speech  for  general  natnralizition,  Spedding's  Bacon*s  Letters  and 
Ufe,  UL,  319.  X  Luzerne  to  Vergcnnes,  4  August  1788. 

•  Jonathan  Trumbull  to  Washington,  10  Juno  1783. 
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for  all  the  great  pnrposes  of  union,  conld  alone  lead  from  the 
danger  of  anarchy  to  national  happiness  and  glory.  * 

In  June  the  general  assembly  of  Delaware  complied  with 
all  ports  of  the  recommendation  of  congress,  coupling  the  im- 
post with  the  state's  quota  of  the  federal  requisition.!  To 
Washington,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  the  governor,  on  receiving 
the  circalor,  reported  this  proof  of  their  zeal  for  establishing 
the  credit  of  the  xmion,  adding :  ^'  The  state  which  declines  a 
similar  conduct  must  be  blind  to  the  united  interest  with  which 
that  of  the  individual  states  is  inseparably  connected."  ^ 

Pennsylvania,  linking  together  the  North  and  the  South, 
never  hesitated ;  then  and  ever  after,  it  made  the  reasoning  and 
the  hopef alness  of  Washington  its  own.  At  a  festival  in 
Philadelphia,  held  near  the  middle  of  July,  with  Dickinson, 
the  president  of  the  state,  in  the  chair,  the  leading  toast  was : 
"New  strength  to  the  xmion;*'  and,  when  "Honor  and  im- 
mortality to  the  principles  in  Washington's  circular  letter  "  was 
proposed,  the  company  rose  twice  and  manifested  their  appro- 
bation by  nine  huzzas. 

A  month  later,  Dickinson  and  the  council  of  Pennsylvania 
sent  to  the  general  assembly  the  valedictory  of  the  commander- 
in-chief,  quoting  and  enforcing  his  words,  saying :  "  We  most 
earnestly  recommend  that  the  confederation  be  strengthened 
and  improved.  To  advance  the  dignity  of  the  union  is  the 
best  way  to  advance  the  interest  of  each  state.  A  federal  su- 
premacy, with  a  competent  national  revenue,  to  govern  firmly 
general  and  relative  concerns,"  can  alone  "  ensure  the  respect, 
tranquillity,  and  safety,  that  are  naturally  attached  to  an  exten- 
sive and  well-established  empire.  All  the  authorities  before 
mentioned  may  be  vested  in  a  federal  council,  not  only  with- 
out the  least  danger  to  liberty,  but  liberty  will  be  thereby 
better  secured."*^  The  house  on  the  twenty-fifth,  joining 
together  the  impost  and  the  quota  of  the  state,  unanimously 
ordered  the  grant  of  them  both,|  and  at  a  later  session  thanked 
Washington  specially  for  his  final  "circular  letter,  the  ines- 
timable legacy  bequeathed  to  his  country." 

•  Stnart'g  Tnimball,  004-608.  +  Papers  of  Old  Congress,  Ixxr.    MS. 
X  Nicholas  Van  Djko  to  Washington,  2  Julj  1783. 

*  Colonial  ^coords,  xill.,  648,  649.         |  Papers  of  Old  Congress,  Ixzr.    MS. 
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In  March,  dnring  a  session  of  the  Ic^islatare  of  South 
Carolina,  Greene,  who  had  received  the  snggesfdons  of  Gk>ny- 
emenr  Morris,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  state  through  Gaerard, 
the  goyemor,  representing  the  sufferings  and  mntinons  temper 
of  the  army,  and  the  need  of  a  revenue  for  congress,  and  say- 
ing :  ^^  Independence  can  only  prove  a  blessing  under  congres- 
sional influence.  More  is  to  be  dreaded  from  the  members  of 
congress  exercising  too  little  than  too  much  power.  The  finan- 
cier says  his  department  is  on  the  brink  of  ruin.  To  the  north- 
ward, to  the  southward,  the  eyes  of  the  army  are  turned  upon  the 
states,  whose  measures  will  determine  their  conduct  They  will 
not  be  satisfied  with  general  promises ;  nothing  short  of  perma- 
nent and  certain  revenue  will  keep  them  subject  to  authority.'' 

"  No  dictation  by  a  Cromwell  1 ''  cried  impatient  members 
who  could  scarcely  wait  to  hear  the  conclusion  of  the  letter. 
To  mark  independence  of  congress  and  resistance  to  the  requi- 
sitions of  ^^  its  swordsmen,"  South  Carolina  revoked  its  grant 
to  the  United  States  of  power  to  levy  a  five  per  cent  duty 
on  imports.*  Greene  consoled  himself  with  the  thought  that 
"he  had  done  his  duty,  and  would  await  events;"  but  he 
was  made  wiser  by  the  rebuff.  While  he  perceived  that  with- 
out more  effectual  support  the  power  of  congress  must  expire, 
he  saw  that  the  movement  of  soldiers  without  civil  authority 
is  pregnant  with  danger,  and  would  naturally  fall  under  the 
"  direction  of  the  Clodiuses  and  Catilines  in  America."  f  1*® 
appeal  of  congress  in  April  exercised  little  counteracting  in- 
fluence; but,  when  the  circular  of  Washington  arrived,  the 
force  and  affection  with  which  it  was  written  produced  an 
alteration  of  sentiment  in  more  than  one  quarter  of  the  mem- 
bers. "  Washington  was  admired  before ;  now  he  was  little 
less  than  adored."  j:  The  continental  impost  act  was  adopted, 
though  not  without  a  clause  reserving  the  collection  of  the 
duties  to  the  oflBcers  of  the  state,  and  appropriating  them  to 
the  payment  of  the  federal  quota  of  Soutii  Carolina.*^ 

*  Johnson*!  Life  of  Oreene,  ii.,  887,  888. 

f  Grocnc  to  G.  Morris,  8  April  1788.    Sparks*  Life  of  G.  Morris,  I.,  «51, 
252. 

X  Greene  to  Washington,  8  August  1788.    Letters  to  Woshhigton,  It.,  88. 

•  Statute  No.  1,190,  passed  18  August  1788,  fai  SUtutei  at  Loi^e  of  South 
Garolinm,  It.,  670. 
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In  October,  Clinton,  the  governor  of  New  York,  responded 
to  Washington :  ^^  Unless  the  powers  of  the  national  council 
are  enlarged,  and  that  body  better  supported  than  at  present, 
all  its  measures  will  discover  such  feebleness  and  want  of 
energy  as  will  stain  us  with  disgrace  and  expose  us  to  the  worst 
of  evils."*  And  in  thie  following  January,  holding  up  to 
the  legislatore  the  laat  circular  of  the  oonunander-in-diief ,  he 
charged  them  to  ^^be  attentive  to  every  measure  which  has  a 
tendency  to  cement  the  union  and  to  give  to  the  national 
coundls  that  energy  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  general 

welfare."! 

The  circular  reached  Massachusetts  just  when  the  l^isli^ 
tnre  was  complaining  of  the  half-pay  and  of  excessively  large 
salaries  to  civil  officers.  The  senate  and  the  house  dispatched 
a  most  affectionate  joint  address  to  Washington,  attributing  to 
the  guidance  of  an  all-wise  Providence  his  selection  as  com- 
mander-in-chief, adding:  ^^ While  patriots  shall  not  cease  to 
applaud  your  sacred  attachment  to  the  rights  of  citizens,  your 
military  virtue  and  achievements  will  make  the  brightest  pages 
in  the  history  of  mankind." :(  To  congress  the  legislature 
gave  assurances  that  '4t  could  not  without  horror  entertain  the 
most  distant  idea  of  the  dissolution  of  the  union;"  though 
^^the  extraordinary  grants  of  congress  to  civil  and  military 
officers  had  produced  in  the  commonwealth  effects  of  a  threat- 
ening aspect"  ^  John  Hancock,  the  popular  governor,  com- 
mending  Washington's  circular,  looked  to  him  as  the  states- 
man ^^of  wisdom  and  experience,"  teaching  them  how  to  im- 
prove to  the  happiest  purposes  Uie  advantages  gained  by  arms. 

As  president  of  the  senate,  Samuel  Adams  officially  signed 
the  remonstrance  of  Massachusetts  against  half -pay ;  as  a  citi- 
ssen,  he  frankly  and  boldly,  in  his  own  state  and  in  Connecti- 
cut, defended  the  advice  of  Washington:  '^In  resisting  en- 
croachments on  our  rights,  an  army  became  necessary.  Con- 
gress were  and  ought  to  be  the  sole  judge  of  the  means  of 
supporting  tbat  army ;  they  had  an  undoubted  right  in  the 
very  natore  of  their  appointment  to  make  the  grant  of  half 

*  CliDton  to  Washington,  U  October  1788.    Letters  to  Washington,  It^  48. 

f  Specdi  to  the  legislature,  21  January  1784. 

t  Boston  Gasette,  22  August  1 788.  *  Jounials  of  Congress,  !▼.,  27(1 
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pay ;  and,  as  it  was  made  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  each 
state  is  bound  in  justice  to  comply  with  it,  even  though  it 
should  seem  to  them  to  have  been  an  ill-judged  measure. 
States  as  well  as  individual  persons  are  equally  bound  to  fulfil 
their  engagements,  and  it  is  one  part  of  the  description  gi^eu 
to  us  in  the  sacred  scriptures  of  an  honest  man,  that,  though 
*  he  sweareth  to  his  own  hurt,  he  changeth  not.' "  * 

In  like  spirit  congress  replied  to  the  protest  against  half- 
pay.  ^^  The  measure  was  the  result  of  a  deliberate  judgment 
framed  on  a  general  view  of  the  interests  of  the  union,  and 
pledged  the  national  faith  to  carry  it  into  effect.  If  a  state 
every  way  so  important  as  Massachusetts  should  withhold  her 
solid  support  to  constitutional  measures  of  the  confederacy,  the 
result  must  be  a  dissolution  of  the  union ;  and  then  she  must 
hold  herself  as  alone  responsible  for  the  anarchy  and  domestic 
confusion  that  may  succeed."  f 

At  the  opening  of  the  autumn  session,  Hancock,  recalling 
the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  words  of  Washington, 
said :  "  How  to  strengthen  and  improve  this  union,  so  as  to 
render  it  more  completely  adequate,  demands  the  immediate 
attention  of  these  states.  Our  very  existence  as  a  free  nation 
is  suspended  upon  it."  J 

On  the  ninth  of  October  he  cited  to  the  general  court  ex- 
tracts of  letters  from  John  Adams  confirming  the  sentiments 
of  Washington.  Near  forty  towns  in  the  state  had  instmcted 
their  representatives  against  granting  the  impost  recommended 
by  congress.  And  yet  it  was  carried  in  the  house  by  seventy- 
two  against  sixty-five ;  a  proviso  that  it  should  not  be  used  to 
discharge  half-pay  or  its  commutation  was  rejected  by  a  ma- 
jority of  ten ;  and  the  bill  passed  the  senate  almost  unani- 
mously.^   Some  of  the  towns  still  murmured,  but  Boston  in 

*  Samuel  Adams  to  a  friend  in  Conncctioat.  Boston,  2S  September  1783. 
Same  to  Koali  Webster,  80  April  1784.    Iia 

f  Journals  of  Congress,  ir.,  277,  278.  Congress,  on  which  Washington  was 
then  in  attendance,  would  surelj  hare  consulted  him  on  the  half-paj  of  which  he 
was  the  author.  The  original  papers  proTe  that  the  congressional  reply  to  Massa- 
chusetts was  prepared  after  much  consultation,  and  here  and  there  show  traces 
of  his  ndnd.  ^  Salem  Gazette  of  2  Oc^ber  1783. 

•  Samuel  Cooper  to  Franklin,  10  October  1783.  Worlw  of  Franklin,  x.,  26. 
Salem  Gazette,  80  October  1788. 
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town-meetiiig  answered :  '*  The  commutation  is  wisely  blended 
with  the  national  debt  With  respect  to  the  impost,  if  we 
ever  mean  to  be  a  nation,  we  most  give  power  to  congress, 
and  funds,  too." 

But  AVashington's  letter  achieved  its  greatest  victory  in  his 
own  state.  Mercer  had  said  in  congress  that,  sooner  than  re- 
instate the  impost,  he  would  ^^  crawl  to  Richmond  on  his  bare 
knees."  *  The  legislature,  which  was  in  session  when  the  com- 
munication from  congress  arrived,  ordered  a  bill  to  grant  the 
impost  Jefferson  was  hoping  that  Henry  would  speak  for  the 
grant,  but  he  remained  mute  in  his  placcf  Bichard  Henry 
Lee  and  Thurston  spoke  of  congress  as  "lusting  for  power." 
The  extent  of  the  implied  powers  which  Hamilton  had  as- 
serted in  the  letter  of  congress  to  Bhode  Island  was  "  repro- 
bated as  alarming  and  of  dangerous  tendency ;":(  and  on  the 
eleventh  of  June  the  proposition  of  congress  was  pronounced 
to  be  inadmissible,  because  the  revcnue-otBcers  were  not  to  be 
amenable  to  the  conmionwealth;  because  the  power  of  collect- 
ing a  revenue  by  penal  laws  could  not  be  delegated  without 
danger;  and  because  the  moneys  to  be  raised  from  citizens  of 
Virginia  were  to  go  into  the  general  treasury.  So  the  propo- 
rtion of  congress  was  left  without  any  support  Virginia,  to 
discharge  her  continental  debt,  preferred  to  establish  a  custom- 
house of  her  own,  appropriating  its  income  to  congress  for 
five-and-twenty  years,  and  making  good  the  deficiency  by  taxes 
on  land,  negroes,  and  polls.  "  The  state,"  said  Arthur  Lee, 
"  is  resolved  not  to  suffer  the  exercise  of  any  foreign  power 
or  influence  within  it"  *  But,  when  the  words  of  Washington 
were  read,  the  house  gave  leave  to  the  advocates  for  a  conti- 
nental impost  to  provide  for  it  by  a  bill  which  was  to  have  its 
first  reading  at  the  opening  of  the  next  session. 

These  events  did  but  render  Bichard  Henry  Lee  more  ob- 
durate. Placing  himself  directly  in  the  way  of  Washington 
and  Madison,  he  wrote  to  a  friend  at  the  North :  '^  The  late 

*  Hadison  to  Randolph,  18  Ftbnxafy  1783.    Ollpin,  606. 
f  Jefferson  to  Hadison,  7  May,  1  June,  17  June  1783. 

X  Joseph  Jones  of  King  George  to  Madison,  14  June  1788,  MS. ;  in  part  in 
BiTcs*8  Madison,  i.,  486. 

*  Arthur  Lee  to  Theodorick  Bland,  13  June  1788.    Bland  Papers,  iL,  110. 
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address  of  congress  to  the  states  on  the  impost  I  think  a  too 
early  and  too  strong  attempt  to  overleap  those  fences  estab- 
lished by  the  confederation  to  secure  the  liberties  of  the  re- 
spective states.  Give  the  purse  to  an  aristocratic  assembly,  the 
sword  will  follow,  and  liberty  become  an  empty  name.  As 
for  increasing  the  power  of  congress,  I  would  answer  as  the 
discerning  men  of  old,  with  the  change  of  a  word  only:  ^Ko- 
lunms  leges  conf ederationis  mutari — ^we  forbid  change  in  the 
laws  of  the  confederation.' "  *  Bat,  in  the  time  afforded  for 
reflection,  Washington's  valedictory  letter,  which  Jefferson  de- 
scribes as  "  deservedly  applauded  l^  the  world,"  f  gained  more 
and  more  power;  at  the  adjourned  session,  the  legislature  of 
Yirginia,  with  absolute  unanimity,  reversed  its  decision  and 
granted  by  law  the  continental  impost.:]:  "Eveiythingwill 
come  right  at  last,"  said  Washington,  as  he  heard  the  gladden- 
ing news.^ 

"Never,"  said  George  Mason,  "have  I  heard  one  sinj^e 
man  deny  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  the  union.  Ko  ob- 
ject can  be  lost  when  the  mind  of  every  man  in  the  country 
is  strongly  attached  to  it"  |  "  I  do  not  believe,"  witnesses 
Je&rson,  "  there  has  ever  been  a  moment  when  a  single  whig 
in  any  one  state  would  not  have  shuddered  at  the  very  idea  of 
a  separation  of  their  state  from  the  confederacy."  ^  A  propo- 
sition had  been  made  in  June  to  revoke  the  release  to  the 
United  States  of  the  territory  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio. 
Patrick  Henry  was  for  bounding  the  state  reasonably  enough, 
but,  instead  of  ceding  the  parts  lopped  off,  he  was  for  forming 
them  into  small  republics^  under  the  direction  of  Viiginia. 
Nevertheless,  the  legislature,  guided  by  the  sincerity  and  per- 
severance of  Joseph  Jones  of  £ing  George  county,  conformed 
to  the  wishes  of  congress,  and,  on  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth 
of  December,  cheerfully  amended  and  confirmed  their  former 
cession.  ( 

The  last  legislature  to  address  Washington  in  his  public 

♦  R  H.  Lee  to  WiDiam  Whipple,  1  Julj  1783.        f  Jeiferson'a  Woito,  Ix,  266. 

X  Hening,  zL,  818.  «  Sparks,  !x.,  6. 

I  George  Mason  in  the  Tiiginia  Conrention,  11  June  1788. 

^  Jefferaon,  iz.,  261.  ^  Jefferson  to  Hadison^  17  Jane  1783. 

i  Joomals  of  House  of  Delegates,  71,  79. 
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character  was  Maryland,  and  they  said :  "By  yonr  letter  yon 
have  taught  ns  how  to  value,  preserve,  and  improve  that 
liberty  which  your  services  under  the  smiles  of  Providence 
have  secured.  If  the  powers  given  to  congress  by  the  con- 
federation should  be  found  incompetent  to  the  purposes  of  the 
union,  our  constituents  will  readily  consent  to  enlarge  them.*'* 

On  the  part  of  congress,  its  president,  EUas  Boudinot  of 
New  Jersey,  transmitted  to  the  ministers  of  America  in  Europe 
the  circuit  letter  of  "Washington  as  the  most  perfect  evidence 
of  "his  inimitable  character." f 

Before  the  end  of  June,  raw  recruits  of  the  Pennsylvania 
line,  in  the  barracks  at  Philadelphia,  many  of  them  foreign 
bom,  joined  by  others  from  Lancaster,:|:  "  soldiers  of  a  day,  who 
conld  have  very  few  hardships  to  complain  of,"  *  with  some 
returning  veterans  whom  they  forced  into  their  ranks,  |  en- 
couraged by  no  officer  of  note,  ^  surrounding  congress  ^  and 
the  council  of  Pennsylvania,  mutinously  presented  to  them 
demands  for  pay.  Congress  insisted  with  the  state  authorities 
that  the  militia  should  be  called  out  to  restore  order,  and,  the 
request  being  refused,  (  it  adjourned  to  Princeton.  On  the 
rumor  that  the  commander-in-chief  was  sending  troops  to  quell 
the  mutiny,  the  insurgents,  about  three  hundred  in  number, 
made  their  submission  to  the  president  of  the  state.  $ 

The  incident  hastened  the  selection  of  a  place  for  the  peiv 
manent  residence  of  congress.  The  articles  of  confederation 
left  congress  free  to  meet  where  it  would.  With  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  treaty  of  peace,  the  idea  naturally  arose  of  a  fede- 
ral town,  and  for  its  site  there  were  many  competitors.  Of 
the  thirteen  states  which  at  that  time  fringed  the  Atlantic,  the 
central  point  was  in  Maryland  or  Virginia.  In  March  1783, 
New  York  tendered  Kingston ;  in  May,  Maryland  urged  the 
choice  of  Annapolis ;  in  June,  New  Jersey  offered  a  district 
below  the  falls  of  the  Delaware.    Yirginia,  having  Oeorge- 

*  Address  of  the  MAryland  legislature,  22  December  1788.    US. 

t  Diplomatic  Correspoodence,  1788-1789,  i.,  14. 

X  Ibid.,  i.,  9.  «  Sparks,  vHi.,  455. 

I  DiplomaUo  CorrespondeDoe,  1788-1789,  i.,  10,  22,  28 ;  Hamilton,  i.,  867. 

^  Diplomatic  Ck>rre8poDdence,  iL,  514 ;  L,  87,  50. 

0  Gilpin,  548 ;  Ck>lonial  Records,  ziU.,  655.  { IlamUton,  iL,  27ft. 

X  Diplomatic  Ck>rrespondence,  i.,  12. 
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town  for  its  object,*  invited  Maryland  to  join  in  a  cession  of 
equal  portions  of  territory  lying  together  on  the  Potomac; 
leaving  congress  to  fix  its  residence  on  eidier  side,  f 

During  the  sommer,  congress  appointed  a  committee  to 
consider  what  jurisdiction  it  should  exercise  in  its  abiding- 
place.  Madison  took  counsel  with  Kandolph,  and  espedallj 
with  Jefferson ;  ^  and  in  September  the  committee  of  which 
ho  was  a  member  reported  that  the  state  ceding  the  territory 
must  give  up  all  jurisdiction  over  it ;  the  inhabitants  were  to 
be  assured  of  a  government  of  laws  made  by  representatives  of 
their  own  election.**  In  October,  congress  took  up  the  ques- 
tion of  its  permanent  residence.  |  Oerry  struggled  hard  for 
the  district  on  the  Potomac ;  but,  by  the  vote  of  Delaware  and 
all  the  northern  states,  ^^a  place  on  the  Delaware  near  the 
falls"  was  selected  Within  a  few  days  the  fear  of  an  ove^ 
powering  influence  of  the  middle  states  led  to  what  was  called 
^^  the  happy  coalition ;"  on  the  seventeenth  Oerry  insisted  that 
the  alternate  residence  of  congress  in  two  places  would  secure 
the  mutual  confidence  and  affections  of  the  states  and  preserve 
the  federal  balance  of  power.  After  a  debate  of  several  days, 
New  England,  with  Maryland,  Vu'ginia,  and  the  two  Carolinas, 
decided  that  congress  should  reside  for  equal  periods  on  the 
Delaware  and  near  the  lower  falls  of  the  Potomac  Till  build- 
ings for  its  use  should  be  erected,  it  was  to  meet  alternately  in 
Annapolis  and  Trenton.-^  To  carry  out  the  engagement,  a 
committee,  of  which  James  Monroe  was  a  member,  made  an 
excursion  from  Annapolis  in  the  following  May  to  view  the 
country  round  Oeorgeftown ;  and  they  reported  in  favor  of  the 
position  on  which  the  city  of  Washington  now  stands.  0 

The  farewell  circular  letter  of  Washington  addressed  to  all 
his  countrymen  had  attracted  the  attention  of  congress,  and 
in  particular  of  Hamilton,  who  roused  himself  from  his  own 

*  Madison  to  Randolph,  13  October  1783.    Gilpin,  67S. 

t  Journals  of  the  Virginia  Houite  of  Delegates,  2S  Jane  1783,  p.  97. 
X  Madison  to  Jefferson,  20  September  17S8.    Oilpin,  678. 

•  Gilpin,  560,  671-576. 

I  Madison  to  Randolph,  13  October  1783.    Gilpin,  576. 
^  nigginson  to  Bland,  Jannary  1784.    Bland  Papers,  il,  113,  114.    Oompars 
Bondlnot  tn  R.  n.  Livingston,  23  October  1783. 

o  Jefferson,  80  May  and  26  May  1784. 
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desponding  mood  when  he  saw  the  great  chieftain  go  forth 
alone  to  combat  "the  epidemic  phrenzy"*  of  the  supreme 
sovereignty  of  the  separate  states.  Dnring  the  time  of  dis- 
turbances in  the  army,  "could  force  have  availed,  he  had 
almost  wished  to  see  it  employed."  f  Knowing  nothing  before- 
hand of  Washington's  intention  to  address  the  people,  he  had 
favored  some  combined  action  of  congress  and  the  general  to 
compel  the  states  forthwith  to  choose  between  national  anarchy 
and  a  consolidated  union.:]:  Ko  sooner  had  congress  established 
itself  in  Princeton^  than  the  youthful  statesman  drafted  a 
most  elaborate  and  comprehensive  series  of  resolutions  embody- 
ing in  clear  and  definite  language  the  defects  in  the  confedera- 
tion as  a  form  of  federal  government;  and  closing  with  an 
earnest  recommendation  to  the  several  states  to  appoint  a  con- 
vention to  meet  at  a  fixed  time  and  place,  with  full  powers  to 
revise  the  confederation,  and  adopt  and  propose  such  altera- 
tions as  to  them  should  appear  necessary;  to  be  finally  ap- 
proved or  rejected  by  the  states  respectively. 

But  in  the  congress  of  that  day  he  found  little  disposition 
to  second  an  immediate  effort  for  a  new  constitution.  Of  the 
committee  elected  on  the  twenty- eighth  of  April,  which 
counted  among  its  members  the  great  names  of  Ellsworth, 
Wilson,  and  H^miilton,  Wilson  and  two  others  had  gone  home ; 
Elkworth  followed  in  the  first  half  of  July,  but  not  till  he  had 
announced  to  the  governor  of  Connecticut :  "  It  will  soon  be 
of  very  little  consequence  where  congress  go,  if  they  are  not 
made  respectable  as  well  as  responsible ;  which  can  never  be 
done  without  giving  them  a  power  to  perform  engagements  ba 
well  as  make  them.  There  must  be  a  revenue  somehow  estab- 
lished that  can  be  relied  on  and  applied  for  national  purposes, 
independent  of  the  will  of  a  single  state,  or  it  will  be  impossi- 
ble to  support  national  faith,  or  national  existence.  The 
powers  of  congress  must  be  adequate  to  the  purposes  of  their 
constitution.  It  is  possible  there  may  be  abuses  and  misappli- 
cations ;  still  it  is  better  to  hazard  something  than  to  hazard 

•  Hamnton,  L,  408.  t  Ihid.,  i.,  853.  J  ftid^  I,  402. 

*  namiltoxi*8  endorsement  on  his  own  paper  is :  "  Reaolutions  intended  to  bo 
sutmiitted  to  eongress  at  Princeton  in  1788^  but  abandoned  for  want  of  support" 
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alL"*  Nearly  at  the  same  moment  Hamilton  wrote  to 
Oreene :  "  There  is  bo  little  disposition,  either  in  or  out  of  con- 
gress, to  give  solidily  to  onr  national  system,  that  there  is  no 
motive  to  a  man  to  lose  his  time  in  the  public  service  who  has 
no  other  view  than  to  promote  its  welfare.  Experience  must 
convince  us  that  our  present  establishments  are  Utopian  before 
we  shall  be  ready  to  part  with  them  for  better,^'  To  Jay  his 
words  were :  "  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  when  prejudice  and  folly 
have  run  themselves  out  of  breath,  we  may  return  to  reason 
and  correct  our  errors."  f  Confirmed  in  "  his  ill  forebodings 
as  to  the  future  system  of  the  country,"  X  "  ^®  abandoned  his 
resolutions  for  the  want  of  support" 

In  congress,  which  he  left  near  the  end  of  July,  three 
months  before  the  period  for  which  he  was  chosen  expired,  we 
know  through  an  ardent  friend  that  ^^  his  homilies  were  recol- 
lected with  pleasure ; "  that  his  extreme  zeal  made  impressions 
in  favor  of  his  integrily,  honor,  and  republican  principles ;  that 
he  had  displayed  various  knowledge,  had  been  sometimes  in- 
temperate and  sometimes,  though  rarely,  visionary ;  that  cau- 
tious statesmen  thought,  if  he  could  pursue  an  object  with  as 
much  cold  perseverance  as  he  could  defend  it  with  ardor  and 
argument,  he  would  prove  irresistible.*  From  the  goodness  of 
his  heart,  his  pride,  and  his  sense  of  duty,  he  gave  up  ^^  future 
views  of  public  life,"  |  to  toil  for  the  support  of  his  wife  and 
children  in  a  profession  of  which  to  him  the  labors  were  alike 
engrossing  and  irksome.^  In  four  successive  years,  with  few 
to  heed  him,  he  had  written  and  spoken  for  a  constituent 
federal  convention.  His  last  official  word  to  Clinton  was: 
"  Strengthen  the  confederation."  ^ 

On  the  second  of  September,  more  than  a  month  after 
Hamilton  had  withdrawn,  the  remnant  of  the  committee  of 
the  twenty-eighth  of  April,  increased  by  Samuel  Huntington, 
of  Connecticut,  reported  that  "  until  the  effect  of  the  resolu- 

♦  Elbworth,  infpt,  824.  f  Jo*»oso^  ^»  4*2.    Jay'3  Jay,  U.,  128. 

t  Hamilton,  L,  862. 

«  McHenry  to  Hamilton,  22  October  1788.    Hamilton,  I,  411. 
I  HamUton  to  Clinton,  14  May  1788.    Hamilton,  I.,  868. 
^  That  Hamilton  disliked  the  labors  of  a  lawyer,  I  recoired  from  Bliphak* 
Kott 

^  Hamilton  to  Clinton,  8  Ootober  1783.    Hamilton,  L,  407. 
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tion  of  congress,  of  April  last,  relating  to  revenne,  shonld  be 
known,  it  would  be  proper  to  postpone  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  the  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  senate  and  assembly 
of  New  York."  *  In  this  way  the  first  proposition  by  a  state 
for  reforming  the  government  through  a  federal  convention 
was  put  to  sleep. 

All  this  while  the  British  commander  was  preparing  for 
the  evacuation  of  New  York.  The  malignant  cruelty  of  royal- 
ists, especially  in  New  York  and  South  Carolina,  who  prompted 
and  loved  to  execute  the  ruthless  orders  of  Germain,  aroused 
against  them,  as  had  been  foretold,  a  just  indignation,  which 
unhappily  extended  to  thousands  of  families  in  the  United 
States  who  had  taken  no  part  in  the  excesses.  Toward  these 
Washington  and  Adams,  Jay  and  Hamilton,  and  Jefierson 
who  was  especially  called  "  their  protector  and  support,"  f  ^^^ 
many  of  the  best  counselled  forbearance  and  forgiveness.  Mo- 
tives of  policy  urged  their  absorption  into  the  population  of 
the  union  now  that  the  sovereign  to  whom  they  had  continued 
their  allegiance  had  given  them  their  release.  But  a  dread  of 
their  political  influence  prevailed,  and  before  the  end  of  1783 
thousands  of  loyalists,  families  of  superior  culture,  like  the 
original  planters  of  Massachusetts,  were  driven  to  seek  homes 
in  the  wilds  of  Nova  Scotia.  X  In  this  way  the  United  States 
out  of  their  own  children  built  up  on  their  border  a  colony  of 
rivals  in  navigation  and  the  fishery  whose  loyalty  to  the  British 
crown  was  sanctified  by  misfortunes.  Nor  did  the  British 
parliament  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  compensate  all  refugees 
for  the  confiscation  of  their  property,  and,  when  the  amount 
was  ascertained,  it  voted  them  from  the  British  treasury  as  an 
indemnity  very  nearly  fifteen  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.* 

The  American  army  being  nearly  disbanded,  Washington, 
on  the  eighteenth  of  July,  with  Governor  Clinton  as  his  com- 
panion, made  an  excursion  into  the  interior,  during  which  he 
personally  examined  the  lines  of  water  communication  between 
branches  of  the  Hudson  and  the  Saint  Lawrence,  the  lakes  and 
the  Susquehanna.    By  these  observations,  he  comprehended 

*  Report  of  Peters,  McIIcniy,  Izird,  Duane,  and  S.  Hantiiigdoii,  of  2  Septem- 
ber 1 783.  t  Luzerne  to  lUyneyal,  of  18  Jane  1784.    MS. 
X  IhjlhwrUiSd  Nova  ScoJo,  i.,  263.  *  Sabine'a  Loyalists,  111. 
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more  dearly  ^^the  immense  extent  and  importance  of  the 
inland  navigation  of  the  United  States.  I  shall  not  rest  coDr 
tented,"  said  he,  "till  I  have  explored  the  western  conntiy 
and  traversed  great  part  of  those  lines  which  give  bounds  to  a 
new  empire."  * 

He  wished  at  that  time  to  visit  the  Niagara ;  bnt  over  the 
fort  on  the  American  side  of  that  river  the  British  flag  stiB 
waved.  Thrice  Washington  had  invited  the  attention  of  con- 
gress  to  the  western  posts;  and  he  was  now  inctrocted  to 
demand  them.  Ue  accordingly  accredited  Steuben  to  Haldi- 
mand,  the  British  commander-in  chief  in  Canada,  with  power 
to  receive  them.  At  Sorel,  on  the  eighth  of  August,  Steuben 
explained  his  mission  to  Haldimand,  who  answered  that  he 
had  not  received  any  orders  for  making  the  least  arrangements 
for  the  evacuation  of  a  single  post;  and  without  positive 
orders  he  would  not  evacuate  one  inch  of  ground,  f  Nor 
would  he  permit  Steuben  to  communicate  with  the  inhabitaDtB 
of  any  place  occupied  by  the  British. 

On  the  seventh  of  August,  just  as  Washington  had  re- 
turned from  his  northern  tour,  congress,  ten  states  being  pres- 
ent, unanimously  voted  him  a  statue  of  bronze,  to  be  executed 
by  the  best  artist  of  Europe,  i  On  the  marble  pedestal  were 
to  be  represented,  in  low  relief,  the  evacuation  of  Boston,  the 
capture  of  Hessians  at  Trenton,  the  victory  at  Princeton,  the 
action  at  Monmouth,  and  the  surrender  of  Comwallte  at  York- 
town.  "The  statue,"  wrote  Luzerne,  "is  the  only  mark  of 
public  gratitude  which  Washington  can  accept,  and  the  only 
one  which  the  government  in  its  poverty  can  offer."  * 

But  a  greater  honor  awaited  him.  At  the  request  of  con- 
gress, he  removed  his  quarters  to  the  neighborhood  of  Prince- 
ton ;  and  on  the  twenty-sixth,  in  a  public  audience,  Boudinot, 
the  president,  said  to  him :  "  In  other  nations  many  have  de- 
served and  received  the  thanks  of  the  public ;  but  to  you,  sir, 
peculiar  praise  is  due;  your  services  have  been  essential  in 

♦  Wasbington  to  Chastellux,  12  October  1783.    Sparks,  viii.,  489. 

t  Baron  Steuben  to  Washington,  28  August  1783.    Letters  to  Washington, 
It.,  41,  42. 

X  Journals  of  Congress,  ir^  25a.    It  stiU  remiuns  to  gl?e  effect  to  the  Totc. 

*  Lucerne  to  Yergennet,  26  August  1788.    MS. 
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acquiring  and  establishing  the  freedom  and  independence  of 
your  oonntry.  It  still  needs  yonr  services  in  forming  arrange- 
ments for  the  time  of  peace."  A  committee  was  charged  to 
receive  his  assistance  in  preparing  and  directing  the  necessary 
plans.* 

The  choice  of  Washington  for  a  counsellor  proved  the  siur 
eerily  of  congress  in  favor  of  union,  and  a  series  of  national 
measures  was  inaugurated.  For  a  peace  establishment,  he  ma- 
tured a  system  which  was  capable  of  a  gradual  development 
He  would  have  a  regular  and  standing  force  of  twenty-six  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  men,  to  be  employed  chiefly  in  garrison- 
ing the  frontier  posts.  light  troops  he  specially  recommended 
as  suited  to  the  genius  of  the  people.  The  people  in  all  the 
states  were  to  be  organized  and  trained  in  arms  as  one  grand 
national  militia.  He  proposed  a  military  academy  like  the 
Prussian  schools,  of  which  he  had  learned  the  character  from 
Steuben.  Vacancies  in  the  class  of  officers  were  to  be  filled 
from  its  graduates;  but  promotions  were  not  to  depend  on 
seniority  alone.  For  the  materials  essential  to  war,  there  were 
to  be  not  only  national  arsenals  but  national  manufactories. 
The  protection  of  foreign  commerce  would  require  a  navy. 
AU  branches  in  the  SOTvice  were  to  look  exclusively  to  con- 
gress for  their  ordera  and  their  pay.  A  penniless  treasury, 
which  congress  knew  not  how  to  fill,  made  the  scheme  for  the 
moment  an  ideal  one. 

To  regulate  intercourse  with  the  tribes  of  Indians,  "Wash- 
ington laid  down  the  outlines  of  a  system.  Outside  of  the 
limits  of  the  states  no  purchase  of  their  lands  was  to  bo  made, 
but  by  the  United  States  as  "  the  sovereign  power."  All  trad- 
ers with  them  were  to  be  under  strict  control  He  penetrated 
the  sinister  design  of  the  British  government  to  hold  the  west- 
em  posts,  and  recommended  friendly  attention  to  the  French 
and  other  settlers  at  Detroit  and  elsewhere  in  the  western  terri- 
tory. Looking  to  "  the  formation  of  new  states,"  he  sketched 
the  boundaries  of  Ohio  and  of  Michigan,  and,  on  his  advice,t 
congress  in  October  resolved  on  appointing  a  committee  to  re- 

*  Jooinals  of  Congresfl,  ir.,  256. 

t  Washington  to  Duane,  7  September  1788.    Sparks,  Tiii.,  477.    Secret  Jooi^ 
nala  of  Congress,  I,  256-260. 
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port  a  plan  of  a  temporary  government  for  the  western  terri* 
torj  whose  inhabitants  were  one  day  to  be  received  into  the 
imion  under  republican  constitutions  of  their  own  choice. 
Here  the  greatness  of  the  intention  was  not  impaired  by  the 
public  penury,  for  the  work  was  to  be  executed  by  the  emi- 
grants themselves.  In  anticipation  of  an  acceptable  cession  of 
the  north-western  lands  by  all  the  claimant  states,  officers  and 
soldiers  who  had  a  right  to  bounty  lands  began  to  gain  the 
West  by  way  of  the  lakes  or  across  the  mountains.*  This  was 
the  movement  toward  union  which  nothing  could  repress  or 
weaken.  Especially  Maryland  insisted  that  "the  sovereignty 
over  the  western  territory  was  vested  in  the  United  States  as 
one  undivided  and  independent  nation."  f 

Among  his  latest  official  acts,  Wasliington  interceded  with 
congress  on  behalf  of  Kosduszko,  pleading  for  him  "his  merit 
and  services  from  the  concurrent  testimony  of  all  who  knew 
him ; "  and  congress  accordingly  granted  the  PoUsh  exile  who 
was  to  become  dear  to  many  nations  the  brevet  commission  of 
brigadier-general  1^ 

The  last  days  of  this  congress  were  cheered  by  the  arrival 
of  Van  Berckel  as  envoy  from  the  Dutch  republic,  the  first 
minister  accredited  to  Ainerica  since  the  peace.^  An  escort 
was  sent  out  to  meet  him,  and  on  the  thirty-first  of  October,  in 
a  public  audience,  congress  gave  him  a  national  welcome. 

On  the  first  of  November  the  third  congress  under  the  con- 
federation came  together  for  the  last  time.  It  made  persistent 
attempts  to  invigorate  the  union ;  declared  the  inviolable  sanc- 
tity of  the  national  debt ;  asked  of  the  states  a  general  revenue; 
prepared  for  planting  new  states  in  the  continental  domain ; 
and  extended  diplomatic  relations.  Its  demand  of  powers  of 
government  did  not  reach  far  enough,  but  it  kept  alive  the  de- 
sire of  reform.  It  appointed  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving,  that 
"  all  the  people  might  assemble  to  give  praise  to  their  Supreme 
Benefactor  for  the  freedom,  sovereignty,  and  independence  of 

•  Joamalfl  of  Congress,  ir.,  294-296. 

t  Joamals  of  Congress,  ir.,  265.    In  the  original  MS.  the  word  "  one  "  is  twice 
underscored. 

X  Washington  to  Congress,  2  October  17S«.    Sparks,  riil,  487. 

*  Van  Berclcel  to  the  states  general,  8  NoYcmber  1783.    MS. 
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the  United  States ; "  and,  as  the  day  came,  the  pulpit  echoed 
the  prayer :  "  May  all  the  states  be  one."  * 

The  principle  of  rotation  drove  Madison  from  the  national 
conncils.  He  was  unmarried  and  above  care ;  and,  until  ho 
should  again  be  eligible  to  congress,  he  devoted  himself  to  the 
study  of  federal  government  and  to  public  service  in  the  leg- 
islature of  his  own  state,  where  with  strong  convictions  and 
unseMsh  patriotism  he  wrought  with  single-mindedness  to 
bring  about  an  efficient  form  of  republican  government. 
He  was  calm,  wakeful,  and  cautious,  pursuing  with  patience 
his  one  great  object,  never  missing  an  opportunity  to  ad- 
vance it,  caring  not  overmuch  for  conspicuousness  or  fame, 
and  ever  ready  to  efiEace  himself  if  he  could  but  accomplish 
his  design. 

On  Sunday,  the  second  of  November,  the  day  before  the 
discharge  of  all  persons  enlisted  for  the  war,  the  commander- 
in-chief  addressed  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  however 
widely  their  members  might  be  dispersed.  Mingling  affection- 
ate thanks  with  praise,  he  described  their  unparalleled  perse- 
verance for  eight  long  years  as  little  short  of  a  standing  mira- 
cle, and  for  their  solace  bade  them  call  to  recollection  the 
astonishing  events  in  which  they  had  taken  part,  the  enlarged 
prospects  of  happiness  which  they  had  assisted  to  open  for  the 
human  race.  He  encouraged  them  as  citizens  to  renew  their 
old  occupations ;  and,  to  those  hardy  soldiers  who  were  fond  of 
domestic  enjoyment  and  personal  independence,  he  pointed  to 
the  fertile  regions  b3yond  the  Alleghanies  as  the  most  happy 
asylum.  In  the  moment  of  parting,  he  held  up  as  an  example 
to  the  country  the  harmony  which  had  prevailed  in  the  camp, 
where  men  from  different  parts  of  the  continent  and  of  the 
most  violent  local  prejudices  instantly  became  but  one  patriotic  * 
band  of  brothers.  "  Although  the  general,"  these  are  the  words 
of  his  last  order,  "has  so  frequently  given  it  as  his  opinion  in 
the  most  public  and  explicit  manner,  that,  unless  the  principles 
of  the  federal  government  were  properly  supported,  and  the 
powers  of  the  union  increased,  the  honor,  dignity,  and  justice 
of  the  nation  would  be  lost  forever,  yet  he  cannot  help  leaving 
it  as  his  last  injunction  to  every  officer  and  every  soldier  to  add 

*  John  Moiray's  thanksgiving  sermon,  Tyranny's  grove  destroyed,  p.  71. 
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his  best  endeavors  toward  effecting  these  great  purposes."* 
"Wasliington  sent  forth  every  one  of  his  fellow-soldiers  as  an 
apostle  of  union  under  a  new  constitution. 

Almost  all  the  Germans  who  had  been  prisoners  preferred 
to  abide  in  the  United  States,  where  tliey  soon  became  useful 
citizens.  The  remnant  of  the  British  army  had  crossed  to 
Staten  Island  and  Long  Island  for  embarkation,  when,  on  the 
twenty-fifth  of  November,  Washington  and  the  governor  and 
other  oflScers  of  the  state  and  city  of  Now  York  were  mot  at 
the  Bowery  by  Knox  and  citizens,  and  in  orderly  procession 
made  their  glad  progress  into  the  heart  of  the  town.  Eejoio- 
ings  followed.  The  emblem  chosen  to  introduce  the  evening 
display  of  fireworks  was  a  dove  descending  with  the  ohve- 
branch. 

For  their  farewell  to  Washington,  the  oflScers  of  the  army, 
on  the  fourth  of  December,  met  at  a  public-house  near  the 
Battery,  and  were  soon  joined  by  their  commander.  The 
thoughts  of  the  eight  years  which  they  had  passed  together, 
their  common  distresses,  their  victories,  and  now  their  parting 
from  the  public  service,  the  future  of  themselves  and  of  their 
country,  came  thronging  to  every  mind.  No  relation  of  friend- 
ship is  stronger  or  more  tender  than  that  between  men  who 
have  shared  together  the  perils  of  war  in  a  noble  and  upright 
cause.  The  officers  could  attest  that  the  courage  which  is  the 
most  perfect  and  the  mOst  rare,  the  courage  which  determines 
the  man,  without  the  least  hesitation,  to  hold  his  life  of  less 
account  than  the  success  of  the  cause  for  which  he  contends, 
was  the  habit  of  AVashington.  Pledging  them  in  a  glass  of 
wine,  he  thus  addressed  them :  "  With  a  heart  f uU  of  love 
and  gratitude,  I  now  take  leave  of  you.  May  your  latter  days 
be  as  prosperous  and  happy  as  your  former  ones  have  been 
glorious.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  each  of  you  will  come 
and  take  me  by  the  hand.*'  With  tears  on  his  cheeks,  he 
grasped  the  hand  of  Knox,  who  stood  nearest,  and  embraced 
him.  In  the  same  manner  he  took  leave  of  every  officer.  Fol- 
lowed by  the  company  in  a  silent  procession,  he  passed  through 
a  corps  of  light  infantry  to  the  ferry  at  Whitehall.    Entering 

♦  Farewell  address  to  the  annios  of  the  Uoited  States.    Rocky  Hill,  near 
Princeton,  2  Norembcr  1788.    Sparks,  tHL,  496. 
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his  barge,  he  waved  his  hat  to  them ;  with  the  same  silence 
they  retmned  that  last  voiceless  farewell,  and  the  boat  pushed 
across  the  Hudson.  A  father  partmg  from  his  children  could 
not  excite  more  regret  nor  draw  more  tears.* 

On  his  way  through  New  Jersey  the  chief  was  received 
with  the  tenderest  respect  and  affection  by  all  classes  of  men. 
The  roads  were  covered  with  people  who  came  from  all  quar- 
ters to  see  him,  to  get  near  to  him,  to  speak  to  him.  Alone 
and  ready  to  lay  down  in  the  hands  of  congress  the  command 
which  liad  been  confided  to  him,  he  appeared  even  greater  than 
when  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 
The  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia  knew  that  he  was  drawing 
near,  and,  without  other  notice,  an  innumerable  crowd  placed 
themselves  along  the  road  where  he  was  to  pass.  Women,  aged 
men,  left  their  houses  to  see  him.  Children  passed  among  the 
horses  to  touch  his  garments.  Acclamations  of  joy  and  grati- 
tude accompanied  him  in  all  the  streets.  Never  was  hom- 
age more  spontaneous  or  more  pure.  The  general  enjoyed 
the  scene,  and  owned  himself  by  this  moment  repaid  for  eight 
years  of  toils  and  wants  and  tribulations.t 

At  Philadelphia  he  put  into  the  hands  of  the  comptroller 
his  accounts  to  the  thirteenth  of  December  1783,  all  written 
with  minute  exactness  by  his  ovm  hand,  and  accompanied  by 
vouchers  conveniently  arranged.  Every  debit  against  him  was 
credited ;  but,  as  he  had  not  always  made  an  entry  of  moneys 
of  his  own  expended  in  the  public  service,  he  was,  and  chose 
to  remain,  a  considerable  loser.  To  the  last  he  refused  all 
compensation  and  all  indemnity,  though  his  resources  had  been 
greatly  diminished  by  the  war. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  December,  at  noon,  congress  in 
Annapolis  received  the  commander-in-chief.  Its  members, 
when  seated,  wore  their  hats,  as  a  sign  that  they  represented 
the  sovereignty  of  the  union.  Places  wore  assigned  to  the 
governor,  council,  and  legislature  of  Maryland,  to  general  offi- 
cers, and  to  the  representative  of  France.  Spectators  filled 
the  gallery  and  crowded  upon  the  floor.  Hope  gladdened  all 
as  tl^y  forecast  the  coming  greatness  of  their  land. 

*  Lnzeme  to  Ycrgenncs,  18  December  1783.    MS. 
tn>id. 
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Eising  with  dignity,  Washington  spoke  of  the  rectitude  of 
the  common  cause ;  the  support  of  congress ;  of  his  countrj- 
men ;  of  Providence ;  and  he  commended  the  interests  of  "  our 
dearest  country  to  the  care  of  Ahnighty  God.'^  Then  saying 
that  he  had  finished  the  work  assigned  him  to  do,  he  bade  an 
affectionate  farewell  to  the  august  body  under  whose  orders  he 
had  so  long  acted,  resigned  with  satisfaction  the  commission 
which  he  had  accepted  with  diffidence,  and  took  leave  of  public 
life.  His  emotion  was  so  great  that,  as  he  advanced  and  de- 
livered up  his  commission,  he  seemed  unable  to  have  uttered 
more. 

The  hand  that  wrote  the  declaration  of  independence  pre- 
pared the  words  which,  in  the  name  of  congress,  its  president, 
turning  pale  from  excess  of  feeling,  then  addressed  to  Wash- 
ington, who  stood,  filling  and  commanding  every  eye : 

"Sir:  The  United  States  in  congress  assembled  receive 
with  emotions  too  affecting  for  utterance  the  solemn  resigna- 
tion of  the  authorities  under  which  you  have  led  their  troops 
with  success  through  a  perilous  and  a  doubtful  war.  Called 
upon  by  your  country  to  defend  its  invaded  rights,  you  accept- 
ed the  sacred  charge  before  it  had  formed  alliances,  and  whilst 
it  was  without  funds  or  a  government  to  support  you.  You 
have  conducted  the  great  military  contest  with  wisdom  and  forti- 
tude, invariably  regarding  the  rights  of  the  civil  power  through 
all  disasters  and  changes.  You  have  persevered  till  these  United 
States,  aided  by  a  magnanimous  king  and  nation,  have  been  ena- 
bled under  a  just  Providence  to  dose  the  war  in  freedom,  safe- 
ty, and  independence.  Having  taught  a  lesson  useful  to  those 
who  inflict  and  to  those  who  feel  oppression,  with  the  blessings 
of  your  fellow-citizens,  you  retire  from  the  great  theatre  of 
action ;  but  the  glory  of  your  virtues  will  continue  to  animate 
remotest  ages.  We  join  you  in  conmiending  the  interests  of 
our  dearest  country  to  the  protection  of  Almighty  God,  be- 
seeching him  to  dispose  the  hearts  and  minds  of  its  citizens  to 
improve  the  opportunity  afforded  them  of  becoming  a  happy 
and  respectable  nation." 

No  more  pleasing  words  could  have  reached  Washington 
than  those  which  pledged  congress  to  the  reform  of  the  na- 
tional government    The  allusion  to  the  allianoe  with  France 
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was  right,  for  otherwise  the  aehieyement  of  independence 
won]d  seem  to  have  been  attributed  to  the  United  States  alone. 
Bnt  France  and  England  were  now  at  peace ;  and  after  their 
reconciliation  Washington,  the  happiest  of  warriors,  as  ho  nn- 
girded  the  sword,  would  not  recall  that  they  had  been  at  war. 
The  business  of  the  daj  being  over,  Washington  set  ont 
for  Mount  Yemon,  and  on  Christmas  eve,  after  an  absence  of 
nearly  nine  years,  he  crossed  the  threshold  of  his  own  home ; 
bnt  not  to  find  rest  there,  for  the  doom  of  greatness  was  upon 
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CHAPTEB  IL 

YIBGINIA  STATESMEN  LEAD  TOWABD  A  BETTER  TTNIOK. 

1784. 

Op  many  causes  promoting  union,  four  above  others  exer- 
cised a  steady  and  commanding  influence.  The  new  republic 
as  one  nation  must  have  power  to  regulate  its  foreign  com- 
merce ;  to  colonize  its  large  domain ;  to  provide  an  adequate 
revenue ;  and  to  establish  justice  in  domestic  trade  by  prohib- 
iting the  separate  states  from  impairing  the  obligation  of  con- 
tracts. Each  of  these  four  causes  was  of  vital  importance; 
but  the  necessity  for  regalating  commerce  gave  the  immediate 
impulse  to  a  more  perfect  constitution.  Happily,  the  BritiBh 
order  in  council  of  the  second  of  July  1783  restricted  to  Brit- 
ish subjects  and  ships  the  carrying  of  American  produce  from 
American  ports  to  any  British  West  India  island,  and  the  car- 
rying of  the  produce  of  those  islands  to  any  port  in  America. 
"  Tins  proclamation,''  wrote  John  Adams  to  Secretary  Living- 
ston, "  is  issued  in  full  confidence  that  the  United  States  can- 
not agree  to  act  as  one  nation.  They  will  soon  see  the  neces- 
sity of  measures  to  counteract  their  enemies.  If  there  is  not 
suflScient  authority  to  draw  together  the  minds,  affections,  and 
forces  of  the  states  in  their  common  foreign  concerns,  we  shall 
be  the  sport  of  transatlantic  politicians,  who  hate  liberty  and 
every  country  that  enjoys  it."  * 

Letters  of  Adams  and  one  of  like  tenor  from  Franklin 
having  been  fully  considered,  congress,  on  the  twenty-ninth 
of  September  1783,  agreed  that  the  United  States  could  become 
respectable  only  by  more  energy  in  government ;  but,  as  usual^ 

*  Diplomatic  Corrcspondenoe,  vil,  81, 100. 
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they  only  referred  "  the  important  subject  under  deliberation '' 
to  a  special  committee,*  which,  having  Arthur  Lee  for  one 
of  it3  members,  in  due  time  reported  that  '^as  the  several 
states  are  sovereign  and  independent,  and  possess  the  power  of 
acting  as  may  to  them  seem  best,  congress  will  not  attempt  to 
point  out  the  path.  The  mode  for  joint  efforts  will  suggest 
itself  to  the  good  sense  of  America."  f 

The  states  could  not  successfully  defend  themselves  against 
the  policy  of  Great  Britain  by  separate  legislation,  because  it 
was  not  the  interest  of  any  one  of  them  to  exclude  British 
vessels  from  their  harbors  unless  the  like  measure  should  be 
adopted  by  every  other ;  and  a  union  of  thirteen  distinct  pow- 
ers would  encounter  the  very  difficulty  which  had  so  often 
proved  insuperable.  Bat,  while  every  increase  of  the  power 
of  congress  in  domestic  affairs  roused  jealousies  between  the 
states,  the  selfish  design  of  a  foreign  government  to  repress 
their  industry  drew  them  together  against  a  common  adver« 
sary. 

The  complete  cession  of  the  North-west  and  the  grant  of 
the  desired  impost  were  the  offerings  of  Virginia  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare.  X  Simultaneously  her  legislature,  on  the  fourth 
of  December,  took  cognizance  of  the  aggressions  on  equal  com- 
merce. The  Virginians  owned  not  much  shipping,  and  had 
no  special  interest  in  the  West  India  trade ;  but  the  British 
prohibitory  policy  offended  their  pride  and  their  sense  of 
honor,  and,  as  in  the  war  they  had  looked  upon  ^^  imion  as  the 
rock  of  their  political  salvation,**  so  they  again  "  rang  the  bell  '* 
to  call  the  other  states  to  council  They  complained  of  "  a 
disposition  in  Great  Britain  to  gain  partial  advantages,  injurious 
to  the  rights  of  free  commerce  and  repugnant  to  the  principles 
of  reciprocal  interest  and  convenience  which  form  the  only 
permanent  foundation  of  friendly  intercourse;"  and  on  the 
ninth  unanimously  consented  to  empower  congress  to  adopt 
the  most  effectual  mode  of  counteracting  restrictions  on  Ameri- 
can navigation  so  long  as  thoy  should  be  continued.^    The 

*  Secret  Journals  of  Congress,  iii.,  808-400. 

f  Reports  of  oommittees  on  increasing  the  powers  of  congress,  p.  05.    MS. 
X  Joseph  Jones  to  Jefferson,  21  and  20  December  1788. 

*  Journal  of  House  of  Delegates,  50 ;  IleniDg,  xi.,  818. 
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governor,  by  direction,  communicated  the  act  to  the  executive 
authority  of  the  other  states,  requesting  their  immediate  adop- 
tion of  similar  measures;"*  and  he  sent  to  the  delegates  of 
his  own  state  in  congress  a  report  of  what  had  been  dona 
This  is  the  first  in  the  series  of  measures  through  which  Vir- 
ginia marshalled  the  United  States  on  their  way  to  a  better 
union. 

In  the  fourth  congress  Jefferson  carried  forward  the  work 
of  Madison  with  alacrity.  The  two  cherished  for  each  other 
the  closest  and  the  most  honorable  friendship,  agreeing  in 
efforts  to  bind  the  states  more  closely  in  all  that  related  to  the 
conmion  welfare.  In  their  copious  correspondence  they  opened 
their  minds  to  each  other  with  frankness  and  independence. 

The  delegates  of  Khode  Island  insisted  that  the  counterac- 
tion of  the  British  navigation  acts  must  be  intrusted  to  each 
separate  state;  but  they  stood  alone,  Eoger  Sherman  voting 
against  them,  and  so  dividing  Connecticut  Then  the  proposal 
of  the  committee  of  which  Jefferson  was  a  member  and  of 
which  all  but  Gerry  were  from  the  South,  that  congress,  with 
the  assent  of  nine  states,  might  exercise  prohibitory  powers 
over  foreign  conmierce  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  was 
adopted  without  opposition.! 

Keeping  in  mind  that,  while  the  articles  of  confederation 
did  not  directly  confer  on  congress  the  regulation  of  commerce 
by  enactments,  they  granted  the  amplest  authority  to  frame 
conmaercial  treaties,  Jefferson  prepared  a  plan  for  intercouree 
with  powers  of  Europe  from  Britain  to  the  Ottoman  Porte, 
and  with  the  Barbary  states.  His  draft  of  instructions  X  de- 
scribed "the  United  States  as  one  nation  upon  the  principles 
of  the  federal  constitution."  **  In  a  document  of  the  preceding 
congress  mention  had  been  made  of  "the  federal  govern- 
ment," and  Ehode  Island  had  forthwith  moved  to  substitute 
the  word  miion,  conceding  that  there  was  a  union  of  the  states^ 
but  not  a  government ;  but  the  motion  had  been  supported  by 

•  Journal  of  House  of  Delegates  for  22  December  1T8S.    GoTcrnor  Harrison 
to  the  goveraor  of  Massachusetts,  26  December  1783.    MS. 

t  Journals  of  Congrras,  ir.,  802,  898. 

t  Jefferson  to  John  Q.  Adams,  80  March  1826.    Jefferson,  tIL,  486. 

*  Secret  Journals  of  Congress,  iii.,  468. 
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no  other  state,  and  by  no  individnals  outside  of  Rhode  Island 
except  Holten  and  Arthur  Lee.  This  time  Sherman  and  his 
colleague,  James  Wadsworth,  placed  Connecticut  by  the  side 
of  Bhode  Island.  They  were  joined  only  by  Arthur  Lee, 
and  congress,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  March,  adopting  the 
words  of  Jefferson,  by  the  vote  of  eight  states  to  two,  of  nine- 
teen individuals  to  five,  decided  that  in  treaties  and  all  cases 
arising  under  them  the  United  States  form  "one  nation."  * 

On  the  principles  according  to  which  commercial  treaties 
should  be  framed  America  was  unanimous.  In  October  1783 
congress  had  proposed  the  most  perfect  equality  and  reciproci- 
ty, t  Jefferson,  while  he  would  accept  a  system  of  reciproci- 
ty, reported  as  the  choice  of  America  that  there  should  be 
no  navigation  laws ;  no  distinction  between  metropolitan  and 
colonial  ports ;  an  equal  right  for  each  party  to  carry  its  own 
products  in  its  own  ships  into  all  ports  of  the  other  and  to 
take  away  its  products,  freely  if  possible,  if  not,  paying  no 
other  duties  than  are  paid  by  the  most  favored  nation.  In 
time  of  war  there  should  be  an  abandonment  of  privateering ; 
the  least  possible  interference  with  industry  on  land ;  the  in- 
violability of  fishermen ;  the  strictest  limitation  of  contraband ; 
free  commeroe  between  neutrals  and  belligerents  in  articles  not 
contraband ;  no  paper  blockades ;  in  short,  free  trade  and  a 
humane  international  code.  These  instructions  congress  ac- 
cepted, and,  to  give  them  effect,  Adams,  Franklin,  and  Jeffer- 
son were,  on  the  seventh  of  May,  commissioned  for  two  years, 
with  the  consent  of  any  two  of  them,  to  negotiate  treaties  of 
ten  or  fifteen  years'  duration.  ^ 

The  foreign  commercial  system  of  the  nation  was  to  be 
blended  with  the  domestic  intercourse  of  the  states.  High- 
ways by  water  and  land  from  Virginia  to  the  West  would  ad- 
vance its  welfare  and  strengthen  the  union.  Jefferson  opened 
the  subject  to  Madison,**  who,  in  reply,  explained  the  necessity 
of  a  mutual  appointment  of  commissioners  by  Maryland  and 
Viiginia  for  regulating  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac.    "  The 

•  Secret  Journals  of  Congress  for  28  March  17S4,  iil,  462-454. 
f  Secret  Journals  of  Congress,  iii.,  412,  413. 

X  Secret  Journals  of  Congress,  ill,  484,  485,  and  401-499. 

*  Jefferson  to  Madison,  Annapolis,  20  February  1764. 
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good  humor  into  which  the  cession  of  the  back  lands  must 
have  put  Maryland  forms  an  apt  crisis  for  negotiations.''  * 

In  March  1784  Jefferson  cautiously  introduced  the  subject 
to  Washington,!  and  then  wrote  more  urgently :  "  Your  fu- 
ture time  and  wishes  are  sacred  in  my  eye ;  but,  if  the  8upe^ 
intendence  of  this  work  would  be  only  a  dignified  amusement 
to  you,  what  a  monument  of  your  retirement  would  follow  that 
of  your  public  life ! "  J 

Washington  "  was  veiy  happy  that  a  man  of  discernment 
and  liberality  like  Jefferson  thought  as  he  did."  More  than 
ten  years  before  he  had  been  a  principal  mover  of  a  bill  for 
the  extension  of  navigation  from  tide-water  to  Will's  creeL 
"  To  get  the  business  in  motion,"  he  writes,  "  I  was  obliged  to 
comprehend  James  river.  The  plan  was  in  a  tolerably  good 
train  when  I  set  out  for  Cambridge  in  1775,  and  would  have 
been  in  an  excellent  way  had  it  not  met  with  difficulties  in  the 
Maryland  assembly.  Not  a  moment  ought  to  be  lost  in  recom- 
mencing this  business."  ^ 

He  too,  like  Madison,  advised  concert  with  the  men  of 
Maryland.  Conforming  to  their  advice,  Jefferson  conferred 
with  Thomas  Stone,  then  one  of  the  Maryland  delegates  in 
congress,  and  undertook  by  letters  to  originate  the  subject  in 
the  l^ialatnre  of  Virginia.  | 

Before  the  end  of  June  the  two  houses  unanimously  re- 
quested the  executive  to  procure  a  statue  of  Washington,  to  be 
of  the  finest  marble  and  best  workmanship,  with  this  inscrip- 
tion on  its  pedestal : 

"  The  general  assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia 
have  caused  this  statue  to  be  erected  as  a  monument  of  affection 
and  gratitude  to  Gteorge  Washington,  who,  to  the  endowments 
of  the  hero  uniting  the  virtues  of  the  patriot,  and  exerting 
both  in  establishing  the  liberties  of  his  country,  has  rendered 
his  name  dear  to  his  fellow-citizens,  and  given  the  world  an 
immortal  example  of  true  glory."  ^ 

*  Madison  to  Jefferson,  16  March  1784.    Madison,  i.,  74. 
t  Jefferson  to  Washington,  6  March  1784. 

j  Jefferson  to  Washington,  15  March  1784.    Letters  to  W.,  iy.,  62-«6. 

•  Washington  to  Jefferson,  29  March  1784.    Sparks,  ix.,  81, 32. 

I  Jefferson  to  MadiMm,  26  April  1784.    Partlj  printed  in  Ritcs,  L,  560. 
^  Hening,  xi.,  652. 
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The  vote,  emanating  from  the  affections  of  tiie  people  of 
Yu^inia,  marks  his  mastery  oyer  the  heart  of  his  native  state. 
That  mastery  he  always  used  to  promote  the  formation  of 
a  national  constitution.  He  had  hardly  reached  home  from 
the  war  when  he  pomred  out  his  inmost  thoughts  to  Harrison, 
the  doubting  governor  of  his  conmionwealth : 

"  The  prospect  before  us  is  fair ;  I  believe  all  things  will 
come  right  at  last ;  but  the  disinclination  of  the  states  to  yield 
competent  powers  to  congress  for  the  federal  government  will, 
if  there  is  not  a  change  in  the  system,  be  our  downfall  as  a 
nation.  This  is  as  clear  to  me  as  A,  6,  C.  We  have  arrived 
at  peace  and  independency  to  very  littie  purpose,  if  we  cannot 
conquer  our  own  prejudices.  The  powers  of  Europe  begin  to 
see  this,  and  our  newly  acquired  friends,  the  British,  are  al- 
ready and  professedly  acting  upon  this  ground ;  and  wisely  too, 
if  we  are  determined  to  persevere  in  our  folly.  They  know  that 
individual  oppo^tion  to  their  measures  is  futile,  and  boast  that 
we  are  not  sufficiently  united  as  a  nation  to  give  a  general  one. 
Is  not  the  indignity  of  this  declaration,  in  the  very  act  of  peace- 
making and  conciliation,  sufficient  to  stimulate  us  to  vest  ade- 
quate powers  in  the  sovereign  of  these  United  States  ? 

'^  An  extension  of  federal  powers  would  make  us  one  of  the 
most  wealthy,  happy,  respectable  and  powerful  nations  that 
ever  inhabited  the  terrestrial  globe.  Without  them,  we  shall 
soon  be  everything  which  is  the  direct  reverse.  I  predict  the 
worst  consequences  from  a  half-starved,  limping  government, 
always  moving  upon  crutches  and  tottering  at  every  step."  * 

The  inmiensity  of  the  ungranted  public  domain  which  had 
passed  from  the  English  crown  to  the  American  people  invited 
them  to  establish  a  continental  empire  of  republics.  Lines  of 
communication  with  the  western  country  implied  its  colonixa- 
tion.  In  the  war,  Jefferson,  as  a  member  of  the  legislature, 
had  promoted  the  expedition  by  which  Yirginia  conquered  the 
region  north-west  of  the  Ohio ;  as  governor  he  had  taken  part 
in  its  cession  to  the  United  States.  The  cession  had  included 
the  demand  of  a  guarantee  to  Yiiginia  of  the  remainder  of  its 
territory.  This  tiie  United  States  had  refused,  and  Yirginia 
receded  from  the  demand.    On  the  first  day  of  March  1784, 

*  Washington  to  Harrison,  18  Januaiy  1784.    Sparks,  ix.,  12  and  18. 
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Jefferson,  in  congress,  with  bis  colleagues,  Hardy,  Arthur  Lee, 
and  James  Monroe,  in  conformity  with  full  powers  from  their 
commonwealth,  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  a  deed  by  which, 
with  some  reservation  of  land,  they  ceded  to  the  United  States 
all  claim  to  the  territory  north-west  of  the  Ohio.  On  that  same 
day,  before  the  deed  could  be  recorded  and  enrolled  among  the 
acts  of  the  United  States,  Jefferson,  as  chairman  of  a  commit- 
tee, presented  a  plan  for  the  temporary  government  of  the 
western  territory  from  the  southern  boundary  of  the  United 
States  in  the  liUitude  of  thirty-one  degrees  to  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods.  It  is  still  preserved  in  the  national  archives  in  his 
own  handwriting,  and  is  as  completely  his  own  work  as  the 
declaration  of  independence. 

He  pressed  upon  Virginia  to  establish  the  meridian  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Kanawha  as  its  western  boundary,  and  to  cede 
all  beyond  to  the  United  States.  To  Madison  he  wrote :  "  For 
God's  sake,  push  this  at  the  next  session  of  assembly.  We  hope 
North  Carolina  will  cede  all  beyond  the  same  meridian,"  *  his 
object  being  to  obtain  cessions  to  the  United  States  of  all 
southern  territory  west  of  the  meridian  of  the  Kanawha. 

In  dividing  dl  the  coimtry  north-west  of  the  Ohio  into  ten 
states,  Jefferson  was  controlled  by  an  act  of  congress  of  1780 
which  was  incorporated  into  the  cession  of  Virginia.  No  land 
was  to  be  taken  up  till  it  should  have  been  purchased  from  the 
Indian  proprietors  and  offered  for  sale  by  the  United  States. 
In  each  incipient  state  no  property  qualification  was  required 
either  of  the  electors  or  the  elected ;  it  was  enough  for  them  to 
be  free  men,  resident,  and  of  full  age.  Under  the  authority  of 
congress,  and  following  the  precedent  of  any  one  of  the  states, 
the  settlers  were  to  establish  a  temporary  government;  when 
they  should  have  increased  to  twenty  thousand,  they  might  in- 
stitute a  permanent  government,  with  a  member  in  congress, 
having  a  right  to  debate  but  not  to  vote ;  and,  when  they  should 
be  equal  in  number  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  least  populous 
state,  their  delegates,  with  the  consent  of  nine  states,  as  re- 
quired by  the  confederation,  were  to  be  admitted  into  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  on  an  equal  footing. 

The  ordinance  contained  five  other  articles :  The  new  states 

*  Jeifenon  to  Madison,  20  Febnutrj  1784. 
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shall  remain  forever  a  part  of  the  United  States  of  America ; 
thej  shall  bear  the  same  relation  to  the  confederation  as  the 
original  states ;  they  shall  pay  their  apportionment  of  the  fed- 
eral debts ;  thej  shall  in  their  governments  nphold  republican 
forms ;  and  after  the  year  1800  of  the  Christian  era  there  shall 
be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  any  of  them. 

At  that  time  slavery  prevailed  throughout  much  more  than 
half  the  lands  of  Europe.  Jefferson,  following  an  impulse  from  1 
his  own  mind,  designed  by  his  ordinance  to  establish  from  end 
to  end  of  the  whole  country  a  north  and  south  line,  at  which 
the  westward  extension  of  slavery  should  be  stayed  by  an  im- 
passable bound.  Of  the  men  held  in  bondage  beyond  that  line 
he  did  not  propose  the  instant  emancipation ;  but  slavery  was 
to  be  rung  out  with  the  departing  century,  so  that  in  all  the 
western  territory,  whether  held  in  1784  by  Georgia,  North 
Carolina,  Virginia,  or  the  United  States,  the  sun  of  the  new 
century  might  dawn  on  no  slave. 

To  make  the  decree  irrevocable,  he  further  proposed  that 
all  the  articles  should  form  a  charter  of  compact,  to  be  executed 
in  congress  under  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  and  to  stand 
as  fundamental  constitutions  between  the  thirteen  original 
states  and  the  new  states  to  be  erected  under  the  ordinance,     i 

The  design  of  Jefferson  marks  an  era  in  the  history  of  uni-i 
versal  freedom.    For  the  moment  more  was  attempted  than  \ 
could  be  accomplished.    North  Carolina,  in  the  following  June,  I 
made  a  cession  of  all  her  western  lands,  but  soon  revoked  it ; 
and  Viiginia  did  not  release  Kentucky  till  it  became  a  state  of 
the  union.    Moreover,  the  sixteen  years  during  which  slavery 
was  to  have  a  respite  might  nurse  it  into  such  strength  that  at 
their  end  it  would  be  able  to  defy  or  reverse  the  ordinance. 

Exactly  on  the  ninth  anniversary  of  the  fight  at  Concord 
and  Lexington,  Bichard  Dobbs  Spaight  of  North  Carolina, 
seconded  by  Jacob  Eead  of  South  Carolina,  moved  "  to  strike 
out"  the  fifth  article.  The  presiding  officer,  following  the 
rule  of  the  time,  put  the  question :  '^  Shall  the  words  stand  ? " 
Seven  states,  and  seven  only,  were  needed  to  carry  the  affirm- 
ative. Let  Jefferson,  who  did  not  refrain  from  describing 
Spaight  as  "  a  young  fool,"  relate  what  followed.  "  The  clause 
was  lost  by  an  individual  vote  only.    Ten  states  were  present 
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The  four  eastern  states,  New  York,  and  Peimqrlvania  were  for 
the  clause ;  Jersey  would  have  been  for  it,  but  there  were  but 
two  members,  one  of  whom  was  sick  in  his  chambers.  South 
Carolina,  Maryland,  and  {  Virginia  |  voted  against  it.  North 
Carolina  was  divided,  as  would  have  been  Virginia,  had  not 
one  of  its  delegates  been  sick  in  bed.*'  *  The  absent  Virginian 
was  Monroe,  who  for  himself  has  left  no  evidence  of  Buch  an 
intention,  and  who  was  again  absent  when  in  the  following 
year  the  question  was  revived.  For  North  Carolina,  the  vote 
of  Spaight  was  neutralized  by  Williamson. 

Six  states  against  three,  sixteen  men  against  seven,  pro- 
scribed slavery.  Jefferson  bore  witness  against  it  all  his  life 
long.  Wythe  and  himself,  as  commissioners  to  codify  the  laws 
of  Virginia,  had  provided  for  gradual  emancipation.  When, 
in  1785,  the  l^islature  refused  to  consider  the  proposal,  Jeffer- 
son wrote :  "  We  must  hope  that  an  overruling  Providence  is 
preparing  the  deliverance  of  these  our  suffering  brethren."  f 
In  1786,  narrating  the  loss  of  the  clause  against  slavery  in  the 
ordinance  of  1784,  he  said :  "  The  voice  of  a  single  individual 
would  have  prevented  this  abominable  crime ;  heaven  will  not 
always  be  silent ;  the  friends  to  the  rights  of  human  nature  will 
in  the  end  prevail"  J 

To  friends  who  visited  him  in  the  last  period  of  his  life 
he  delighted  to  renew  these  aspirations  of  his  earlier  years.* 
In  a  letter  written  just  forty-five  days  before  his  death  he 
refers  to  the  ordinance  of  1784,  saying:  "  My  sentiments  have 
been  forty  years  before  the  public ;  although  I  shall  not  live 
to  see  them  consummated,  they  will  not  die  with  me ;  but, 
living  or  dying,  they  will  ever  be  in  my  most  fervent  prayer."  | 

On  the  twenty-third  of  April  the  ordinance  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  nortJi-westem  territory,  shorn  of  its  proscription 
of  slavery,  was  adopted,  and  remained  in  force  for  three  years. 
On  the  7th  of  May,  Jefferson  reported  an  ordinance  for  ascer- 
taining the  mode  of  locating  and  disposing  of  the  public  lands. 
The  continental  domain,  when  purchased  of  the  Indians,  was 

*  Jefferson  to  Hodison,  26  April  1784. 

t  Jeffereon,  !x.,  279.  1 1^^.,  270. 

•  Oral  communication  from  William  Campbell  Preston  of  South  Carolina. 
I  Jefferson  to  James  Beaton,  20  Maj  1826. 
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to  be  divided  by  the  surveyors  into  townships  of  ten  geographi- 
cal miles  square,  the  townships  into  hundreds  of  one  mile 
square,  and  with  such  precautions  that  the  wilderness  could  be 
mapped  out  into  ranges  of  lots  so  exactly  as  to  preclude  uncer- 
tainty of  title.  As  to  inheritance,  the  words  of  the  ordinance 
were :  '^  The  lands  therein  shall  pass  in  descent  and  dower  ac- 
cording to  the  customs  known  in  the  common  law  by  the  name 
of  gavelkind.^'  *  Upon  this  ordinance  of  Jefferson,  most 
thoughtfully  prepared  and  written  wholly  by  his  own  hand,  no 
final  vote  was  taken. 

Congress  had  already  decided  to  establish  a  mint.  For  the 
American  coinage,  Robert  and  Glouvemeur  Morris  proposed 
the  decimal  system  of  computation,  with  silver  as  the  only 
metallic  money,  and  the  fourteen  hundred  and  fortieth  part  of 
a  Spanish  piece  of  eight  reab,  or,  as  the  Americans  called  it, 
the  dollar,  as  the  unit  of  the  currency.  Jefferson  chose  the 
dollar,  which  circulated  freely  in  every  part  of  the  American 
continent,  as  the  money  unit  for  computation ;  and  the  sub- 
division of  the  dollar  into  a  tenth,  a  hundredth,  and  a  thou- 
sandth part  For  coinage,  he  proposed  a  gold  coin  of  ten  dol- 
lars ;  silver  coins  of  one  dollar  and  of  one  tenth  of  a  dollar ;  and 
copper  coins  of  one  hundredth  part  of  a  dollar,  f  This  system 
steadily  grew  in  favor ;  and,  in  1786,  was  established  by  con- 
gress without  a  negative  vote,  j: 

The  total  cost  of  the  war,  from  the  first  blood  shed  at  Lex- 
ington to  the  general  orders  of  Washington  in  April  1783, 
proclaiming  peace,  was  reckoned  by  Jefferson  ^  at  one  hundred 
and  forty  ndllions  of  dollars.  Congress,  before  the  formation 
of  the  confederacy,  had  emitted  paper  money  to  the  amount  of 
two  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  which  at  the  time  of  its  emis- 
sion might,  as  he  thought,  have  had  the  value  of  thirty-six 
millions  of  silver  dollars ;  the  value  of  the  masses  of  paper 
emitted  by  the  several  states  at  various  stages  of  the  war  he 
estimated  at  thirty-six  millions  more.  This  estimate  of  the 
values  of  the  paper  money  rests  in  part  upon  conjecture,  and 

•  Papers  of  Old  Congress,  xxx.,  59.  MS. 

f  JeffcreoD,  i.,  64.    Notes  on  the  establishment  of  a  money  unit  and  of  a  coin- 
age for  the  United  States.    Ibid.,  162-174. 

I  Joamals  of  Congress,  It.,  876,  for  8  August  1786.         ^  Jefferson,  Is.,  260. 
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the  materials  for  correcting  it  with  accuracy,  especially  as  it  re- 
gards the  issues  of  the  states,  are  wanting.  The  remaining  cost 
of  the  war,  or  sixty-eight  millions  of  dollars,  with  the  exception 
of  about  one  and  a  half  million  paid  on  requisition  by  the  sev- 
eral states,  existed  on  the  first  of  January  1784,  in  the  form  of 
debts  in  Europe  to  the  amount  of  nearly  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  of  debts  due  to  the  several  classes  of  domestic  creditors ; 
and  of  debts  due  to  states  for  advances  on  the  common  account 
The  value  of  the  paper  money  issued  by  congress  had  perished 
as  it  passed  from  hand  to  hand,  and  its  circulation  had  ceased. 

In  preparing  the  appropriations  for  the  coming  year,  con- 
gress was  met  at  the  threshold  by  an  unforeseen  difSculty. 
Bills  of  Morris  on  Holland,  that  were  protested  for  non-accept- 
ance, would  amount,  with  damages  on  protest  for  non-accept- 
ance, to  six  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  dollars.  To  save 
the  honor  of  the  country,  this  sum  was  demanded  of  the  sepa- 
rate states  in  a  circular  letter  drawn  by  Jefferson.  But,  mean- 
time, John  Adams,  in  Amsterdam,  manfully  straggled  to  meet 
the  drafts,  and,  by  combining  the  allurement  of  a  lottery  with 
that  of  a  very  profitable  loan,  he  succeeded. 

The  court  of  France,  with  delicacy  and  generosity,  of  its  own 
motion  released  the  United  States  from  the  payment  of  interest 
on  their  obligations  during  the  war  and  for  the  first  period  of 
peace ;  and  they  on  their  part  by  formal  treaty  bound  them- 
selves to  the  payment  of  interest  as  it  should  accrue  from  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1784. 

For  that  year  the  sum  required  for  the  several  branches  of 
the  public  service  was  estimated  at  about  four  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars ;  for  the  interest  on  the  foreign  debt, 
nearly  four  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  the  balance  of  interest 
and  the  interest  on  the  domestic  debt,  about  six  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  dollars ;  the  deficit  of  the  last  two  years,  one 
million;  other  arrears  connected  with  the  debt,  nearly  one 
million  three  hundred  thousand  dollars :  in  all,  about  four  mill- 
ions. This  was  a  greater  sum  than  could  be  asked  for.  In- 
stead of  making  new  requisitions,  Jefferson  credited  all  federal 
payments  of  the  states  to  the  requisition  of  eight  millions  of 
dollars  in  the  first  year  of  the  confederacy.  One  half  of  that 
requisition  was  remitted ;  of  the  other,  three  states  had  paid 
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nothing,  the  rest  had  paid  less  than  a  million  and  a  half ;  a 
balance  would  remain  of  nearly  two  millions  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  and  of  this  balance  a  requisition  was  made 
on  each  of  the  states  for  its  just  proportion.  The  apportion- 
ment, if  collected  within  the  year,  would  defray  the  expenses 
of  all  the  departments  of  the  general  government  and  the  in- 
terest on  the  foreign  and  domestic  loans,  leaving  only  some 
part  of  domestic  arrears  to  be  provided  for  at  a  later  day. 
Could  this  system  be  carried  into  effect,  the  credit  of  the 
government  would  be  established. 

Madison  had  acceded  to  the  wishes  of  his  county,  that  he 
should  be  one  of  its  representatives  in  the  legislature,  believing 
that  he  might  there  best  awaken  Virginia  to  the  glory  of  tak- 
ing the  lead  in  the  rescue  of  the  union  and  the  blessings 
staked  on  union  from  an  impending  catastrophe.*  Jefferson 
had  kept  him  thoroughly  informed  of  the  movement  for  bring- 
ing order  into  the  public  finances.  At  the  instigation  of 
Madison,  Philip  Mazzei,  an  Italian,  then  in  quest  of  a  con- 
sular appointment  in  Europe,t  paid  a  visit  to  Patrick  Henry, 
**  the  great  leader  who  had  been  violently  opposed  to  eveiy 
idea  of  increasing  the  power  of  cougress."  J  On  his  return, 
Mazzei  reported  that  the  present  politics  of  Henry  compre- 
hended very  friendly  views  toward  the  confederacy,  and  a 
support  of  the  payment  of  British  debts.^ 

At  Kichmond,  on  the  fourteenth  of  May,  before  the  assem- 
bly proceeded  to  active  business,  Henry  sought  a  conference 
with  Madison  and  Jones,  and  declared  to  them  that  "  a  bold 
example  set  by  Virginia  would  have  influence  on  the  other 
states ; "  "  he  saw  ruin  inevitable  unless  something  was  done 
to  give  congress  a  compulsory  process  on  delinquent  states." 
This  conviction,  he  said,  was  his  only  inducement  for  coming 
into  the  present  assembly.  It  was  agreed  that  Jones  and 
Madison  should  sketch  some  plan  for  giving  greater  power  to 
the  federal  government,  and  Henry  promised  to  sustain  it  on 
the  floor.  A  majority  of  the  assembly  were  new  members, 
composed  of  young  men  and  officers  of  the  late  army,  so  tliat 

*  GHpin,  693,  694 ;  Elliot,  113.  f  Jefferson  to  Madison,  16  March  1784. 

t  Edward  Bancroft  to  WllUam  Frazer,  28  May  1784. 
«  MacUson  to  Jefferson,  26  AprU  1784.    Madison,  i.,  78. 
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new  measures  were  expected.  Great  hopes  were  formed  of 
Madison,  and  those  who  knew  him  best  were  sure  that  he 
would  not  disappoint  the  most  sanguine  expectations.* 

Virginia  passed  an  act  empowering  congress,  for  any  term 
not  exceeding  fifteen  years,  to  proiiibit  the  importation  or  ex- 
portation of  goods  to  or  from  that  state  in  vessels  belonging  to 
subjects  of  powers  with  whom  the  United  States  had  no  com- 
mercial treaty,  t  They  consented  that  the  contributions  of 
the  state  to  the  general  treasury  should  be  in  proportion  to 
the  population,  counting  three  fifths  of  the  slaves.  All  appre- 
hension of  danger  from  conceding  a  revenue  to  the  confeder- 
acy seemed  to  have  passed  away ;  and  it  was  agreed  that,  pend- 
ing the  acceptance  of  the  amendment  to  the  constitution,  any 
apportionment  of  the  requisitions  directed  by  congress  for  the 
purpose  of  discharging  the  national  debt  and  the  expenses  of 
the  national  government  ought  to  be  complied  with.  It  was 
further  resolved  that  the  accounts  subsisting  between  the  United 
States  and  individual  states  should  be  settled,  and  that  then 
the  balance  due  ought  to  be  enforced,  if  necessary,  by  distre^ 
on  the  property  of  defaulting  states  or  of  their  citizens.  These 
resolutions  passed  the  legislature  without  a  division.  J  It  re- 
mained to  see  what  effect  the  measures  of  Virginia  would  have 
on  the  other  twelve  states  and  on  herself. 

Experience  had  proved  the  impossibility  of  keeping  to- 
gether a  sufficient  representation  of  the  states  in  congress.  It 
began  to  be  thought  better  to  hold  but  a  short  and  active  an- 
nual session  of  the  national  congress  with  compulsory  attend- 
ance of  its  members,  and  appoint  commissioners  of  the  states 
to  conduct  executive  business  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  This 
proposition  was  one  of  the  last  which  Jefferson  assisted  to 
carry  through.  He  had  wished  to  visit  Washington  before 
his  voyage ;  but,  armed  with  at  least  one-and-twenty  commis- 
sions for  himself  and  his  two  associates  to  negotiate  treaties 
with  foreign  powers,  he  was  obliged  to  repair  to  Boston, 

*  Wniiam  Short  to  T.  Jefferson,  14  May  1784 ;  Madison  to  Jefferson,  15  May 
1784,  Madison,  K,  80;  Edward  Bancroft  to  William  Frazer,  28  May  1784.  In 
the  letter  of  Short  to  Jefferson,  the  date  is  probably  an  error  for  May  15.  See 
Madison,  i.,  80,  "  last  evening." 

t  Qening,  zi.,  888.  {  Journal  of  the  Conmdttee  of  the  States,  p.  7. 
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where,  after  ^^  exporiencing  in  the  highest  degree  its  hospital- 
ity and  civilities,"  *  he  embarked  for  France  on  the  fifth  of 
July,  full  of  hope  that  the  attempt  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce  with  Great  Britain  would  meet  with  success,  f  Before 
leaving  the  country  he  wrote  to  Madison :  ^^  The  best  effects 
are  produced  by  sending  our  young  statesmen  to  congress. 
Here  they  see  the  affairs  of  the  confederacy  from  a  high 
ground ;  they  learn  the  importance  of  the  union,  and  befriend 
federal  measures  when  they  return."  J 

The  committee  of  states  came  together  on  the  fourth  of 
June.  Four  states  never  attended ;  and,  as  the  ajssent  of  nine 
was  required  to  carry  any  proposition  except  adjournment,  the 
absence  or  the  negative  of  one  state  stopped  all  proceedings.  A 
difference  occurring  on  the  eleventh  of  August,  the  members 
from  three  New  England  states  went  home ;  the  remaining  six 
states  met  irregularly  till  the  nineteenth  of  that  month ;  and 
then,  from  inability  to  do  any  manner  of  business,  they  with- 
drew. The  United  States  of  America  were  left  without  any 
visible  representation  whatever.  The  chief  benefit  from  the 
experiment  was  to  establish  in  the  minds  of  Americans  the 
necessity  of  vesting  the  executive  power,  not  in  a  body  of 
men,  but,  as  Jefferson  phrased  it,  in  a  single  arbiter. 

This  was  the  state  of  the  government  when,  on  the  first 
of  November,  Eobert  Morris  retired  from  his  oflSce  as  supeiv 
intendent  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States.  He  had  con- 
ciliated the  support  of  the  moneyed  men  at  home.**  His  bank 
of  North  America,  necessarily  of  little  advantage  to  the  United 
States,  proved  highly  remunerative  to  its  stockholders ;  |  the 
bankruptcy  of  the  nation  could  have  been  prevented  only  by 
the  nation  itself.  Congress  passed  an  act  that  for  the  future 
no  person,  appointed  a  commissioner  of  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States,  should  be  permitted  to  b3  engaged,  either  di- 

•  Jefferson  to  Gerry,  2  July  1 784.    Austin's  Life  of  Gerry,  i.,  65. 

f  Information  from  Edward  Bancroft,  26  August  1784. 

X  Jeffp^n  to  Hadison,  25  April  1784.  •  Hamilton,  i.,  316, 817. 

I  Tfie  diridend  for  tbe  first  half  year  of  the  bank  was  four  and  a  half  per 
cent;  for  the  second,  fonr  and  one  fourth;  for  the  third,  six  and  one  half;  for 
the  fourth,  eight ;  for  the  fifth,  a  little  more  than  nine  and  a  half  per  cent  Official 
report  in  Pennsylvania  Packet  for  6  July  1782;  7  January  1783 ;  8  July  1783; 
6  January  1784;  8  July  17S4. 
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rectly  or  indirectly,  in  any  trade  or  commerce  whatsoever.* 
Before  retiring,  Morris  annoanced  to  the  representative  of 
France  in  America  that  he  conid  not  pay  the  interest  on  the 
Dntch  loan  of  ten  million  livres  for  which  France  was  the 
guarantee,  f  a  default  which  deeply  injured  the  reputation  of 
the  United  States  in  Paris.  ^  He  could  still  less  provide  for 
paying  the  interest  for  1784  on  the  direct  debt  to  France. 

The  members  of  the  fifth  congress  arrived  so  slowly  at 
Trenton  that  Marbois,  who  was  charged  with  French  afi^drs, 
on  the  twentieth  of  November  reported  what  at  the  moment 
was  true :  "  There  is  in  America  no  general  government,  neither 
congress,  nor  president,  nor  head  of  any  one  administrative 
department"  *  Six  days  later,  while  there  was  still  no  quorum 
in  congress,  Bichard  Henry  Lee,  a  delegate  from  Virginia, 
wrote  to  Madison :  "  It  is  by  many  here  suggested,  as  a  veiy 
necessary  step  for  congress  to  take,  the  calling  on  the  states 
to  form  a  convention  for  the  sole  purpose  of  revising  the  con- 
federation, so  far  as  to  enable  congress  to  execute  with  more 
energy,  effect,  and  vigor  the  powers  assigned  to  it  than  it  ap- 
pears by  experience  that  they  can  do  imder  the  present  state 
of  things."  In  a  letter  of  the  same  date  Mercer  said :  "  There 
will  be  a  motion  made  early  in  the  ensuing  congress  for  such 
a  convention."  |  l^Iadison,  who  knew  the  heart  of  his  corre- 
spondents, answered  Lee  firmly  and  yet  warily :  "  The  union 
of  the  states  is  essential  to  their  safety  against  foreign  danger 
and  internal  contention;  the  perpetuity  and  efiicacy  of  the 
present  system  cannot  be  confided  in ;  tiie  question,  therefore, 
is,  in  what  mode  and  at  what  moment  the  experiment  for  sup- 
plying the  defects  ought  to  be  made."  ^ 

"  The  American  confederation,"  so  thought  the  French 
minister  at  Versailles,  "  has  a  strong  tendency  to  dissolution ; 
it  is  well  that  on  this  point  we  have  neither  obligations  to 
fulfil  nor  any  interest  to  care  for."  0 

•  Journals  of  Congress  for  28  ]^^ay  1T84. 

t  Robert  Morris  to  Marbois,  17  August  1734.    Diplomatic  Co^pc8pondenc^ 
xii.,  494.  t  Edward  Bancroft  to  Lord  Carmarthen,  Paris,  8  December  1784. 

•  Marbois  toUajneval,  20  November  1784. 

I  J.  F.  Mcrocr  to  Madison,  26  NoYcmbcr  1784.  ^  Gilpin,  707,  708. 

^  To  Marbois,  Versailles,  14  December  1784. 
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CHAPTER  m. 

THB  WEST. 

1784-1785. 

The  desire  to  hold  and  to  people  the  great  western  domain 
mingled  with  every  eflEort  for  imparting  greater  energy  to  the 
union.  In  that  happy  region  each  state  saw  the  means  of 
granting  lands  to  its  soldiers  of  the  revolution  and  a  possession 
of  inestimable  promise.  Washington  took  up  the  ofSce  of 
securing  the  national  allegiance  of  the  transmontane  woodsmen 
by  improving  the  channels  of  conmiunication  with  the  states 
on  the  Atlantic.  For  that  purpose,  more  than  to  look  after 
lands  of  his  own,  he,  on  the  first  day  of  September,  1>egan  a 
tour  to  the  westward  to  make  an  examination  of  the  portages 
between  the  nearest  navigable  branches  of  the  Potomac  and 
James  river  on  the  one  side  and  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Eanawha 
on  the  other.  Wherever  he  came,  he  sought  and  closely  ques- 
tioned the  men  famed  for  personal  observation  of  the  streams 
and  paths  on  each  side  of  the  Alleghanies. 

From  Fort  Cumberland  he  took  the  usual  road  over  the 
mountains  to  the  valley  of  the  Tohogany,*  and  studied  closely 
the  branches  of  that  stream.  The  coimtry  between  the  Little 
Kanawha  and  the  branches  of  the  James  river  being  at  that 
moment  infested  with  hostile  Indians,  he  returned  through  the 
houseless  solitude  between  affluents  of  the  Cheat  river  and  of 

*Tobogan7  is  the  **  phoneticar'  mode  of  spelling  for  jOugHIOgany,  as  the 
English  wrote  the  Indian  name ;  the  French,  discarding  the  gutturals,  wrote  Ohio. 
So  at  the  North-east  the  French  dropped  the  first  two  syllables  of  Passam- Aquoddy, 
and  made  of  the  last  three  Acadle.  The  name  Belle  Riyidre  is  a  translation  of 
AU^gh^my. 
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the  Potomac.  As  he  traced  the  way  for  commerce  over  that 
wild  region  he  was  compelled  to  pass  a  night  on  a  rough  moun- 
tain-side in  a  pouring  rain,  with  no  companion  but  a  servant 
and  no  protection  but  his  cloak ;  one  day  he  was  without  food ; 
sometimes  he  could  find  no  path  except  the  track  of  buffaloes; 
and  in  xmceasing  showers  his  ride  through  the  close  bushes 
seemed  to  him  little  better  than  the  swimming  of  rivulets.* 

Beaching  home  after  an  absence  of  thirty-three  days,  he 
declared  himself  pleased  with  the  results  of  his  tour.  Com- 
bining his  observations  with  the  reminiscences  of  his  youthful 
mission  to  the  French  in  the  heart  of  Ohio,  he  sketched  in  his 
mind  a  system  of  internal  commimication  of  the  Potomac  with 
the  Ohio ;  of  an  affluent  of  the  Ohio  with  the  Cuyahoga ;  and 
so  from  the  site  of  Cleveland  to  Detroit,  and  onward  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods. 

Six  days  after  his  return  he  sent  a  most  able  report  to 
Harrison,  then  governor  of  ViiTginia.  "We  should  do  our 
part  toward  opening  the  communication  for  the  fur  and  peltiy 
trade  of  the  lakes,"  such  were  his  words,  "  and  for  the  produce 
of  the  country,  which  will  be  settled  faster  than  any  other 
ever  was,  or  any  one  would  imagine.  But  there  is  a  poUtical 
consideration  for  so  doing  which  is  of  still  greater  importance. 

"  I  need  not  remark  to  you,  sir,  that  the  flanks  and  rear  of 
the  United  States  are  possessed  by  other  powers,  and  formida- 
ble ones  too ;  nor  how  necessary  it  is  to  apply  interest  to  bind 
all  parts  of  the  union  together  by  indissoluble  bonds.  The 
western  states,  I  speak  now  from  my  own  observation,  stand 
as  it  were  upon  a  pivot;  the  touch  of  a  feather  would  turn 
jthem  any  way.  They  have  looked  down  the  Mississippi  until 
;the  Spaniards  threw  difficulties  in  their  way.  The  untoward 
l^isposition  of  the  Spaniards  on  the  one  hand  and  the  policy  of 
Great  Britain  on  the  other  to  retain  as  long  as  possible  the 
posts  of  Detroit,  Niagara,  and  Oswego,  may  be  improved  to 
the  greatest  advantage  by  this  state  if  she  would  open  the  ave- 
nues to  the  trade  of  that  country."  f 

Harrison  heartily  approved  the  views  of  Washington,  and 
laid  his  letter  before  the  assembly  of  Virginia,  whose  members 

*  Wuhington*!  Journal    MS. 

f  Washington  to  Harrison,  10  October  1784.    Sparks,  ix.,  62,  68,  64. 
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gladly  accepted  its  large  views  and  stood  ready  to  give  them  | 
legislative  support  * 

Meantime  Lafayette,  wlio  was  makiog  a  tonr  throngh  the 
United  States  and  receiving  everywhere  a  grateful  and  joyous 
welcome,  was  expected  in  Virginia.  For  the  occasion,  Wash- 
ington repaired  to  Eichmond ;  and  there,  on  the  fif  teentli  of 
November,  the  assembly,  to  mark  their  reverence  and  affec- 
tion, sent  Patrick  Henry,  Madison,  and  others  to  assure  him 
that  they  retained  the  most  lasting  impressions  of  the  tran- 
scendent services  rendered  in  his  late  public  character,  and  had 
proofs  that  no  change  of  situation  could  turn  his  thoughts  from 
the  welfare  of  his  country. 

Three  days  later  the  house,  by  the  same  committee,  ad- 
dressed Lafayette,  recalling  '^  his  cool  intrepidity  and  wise  con- 
duct during  his  command  in  the  campaign  of  1781,  and,  as  the 
wish  most  suitable  to  his  character,  desired  that  those  who 
might  emulate  his  glory  would  equally  pursue  the  interests  of 
humanity." 

From  Bichmond  Lafayette  accompanied  Washington  to 
Moxmt  Vernon,  and,  after  a  short  visit,  was  attended  by  his 
host  as  far  as  Annapolis,  where  he  received  the  congratulations 
of  Maryland.  On  the  thirteenth  of  December  congress,  in  a 
public  session,  took  leave  of  him  with  every  mark  of  honor. 
In  his  answer  he  repeated  the  great  injunctions  of  Washing- 
ton's farewell  letter,  and,  having  travelled  widely  in  the  coun- 
try, bore  witness  to  "  the  prevailing  disposition  of  the  people 
to  strengthen  the  confederation."  For  America  his  three 
"  hobbies,"  as  he  called  them,  were  the  closer  federal  union,  * 
the  alliance  with  France,  and  the  abolition  of  slavery.  He 
embarked  for  his  native  land  ^^  fraught  with  affection  to  Amer^ 
ica,  and  disposed  to  render  it  every  possible  service."  f  To 
Washington  he  announced  from  Europe  that  he  was  about  to 
attempt  the  relief  of  the  protestants  in  France.  X 

The  conversation  of  Washington  during  his  stay  in  Bich-  i 
mond  had  still  further  impressed  members  of  the  legislature  ' 
with  the  magnitude  of  his  designs.    Shortly  after  his  de- 

*  Ilarriflon  to  Wmsbington,  18  November  1784.    Sparks,  ix.,  6S. 
f  Jefferson  to  Madison,  18  March  1785. 
X  Lafajette  to  Washington,  11  May  1786. 
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parture  a  joint  memorial  from  inhabitants  of  Maryland  and  of 
Yirginia,  representing  the  advantages  which  would  flow  from 
establishing  under  the  authority  of  the  two  states  a  company 
for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac,  was  presented 
to  the  general  assembly  of  each  of  them.  But  the  proposed 
plan  had  defects,  and,  moreover,  previous  communication  be- 
tween the  two  states  could  alone  secure  uniformity  of  action. 
It  was  decided  to  consult  with  Maryland,  and  the  negotiation 
was  committed  to  Washington  himself.  Leaving  Mount  Ver- 
non on  the  fourteenth  of  December  1784  at  a  few  hours'  notice, 
the  general  hastened  to  Annapolis.  Amendments  of  the  plan 
were  thoughtfully  digested,  rapidly  carried  through  both  houses, 
and  dispatched  to  Eichmond.  There  a  law  of  the  same  tenor 
was  immediately  passed^  without  opposition,  "to  the  mutual 
satisfaction  of  both  states,"  and,  as  Washington  hoped,  "to  the 
advantage  of  the  union."  f 

At  the  same  time  the  two  governments  made  appropria- 
tions for  opening  a  road  from  the  highest  practicable  naviga- 
tion of  the  Potomac  to  that  of  the  river  Cheat  or  Monongahela, 
and  they  concurred  in  an  application  to  Pennsylvania  for  per- 
mission to  open  another  road  from  Fort  Cumberland  to  the 
Tohogany.  like  measures  were  initiated  by  Virginia  for  con- 
necting James  river  with  some  affluent  of  the  Great  Kanawha. 
Moreover,  the  executive  was  authorized  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  examine  the  most  convenient  course  for  a  canal  be- 
tween Elizabeth  river  and  the  waters  of  the  Boanoke,  and 
contingently  to  make  application  to  the  legislature  of  North 
Carolina  for  its  concurrence.  J 

Early  in  1785  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  repeating,  in 
words  written  by  Madison,  "their  sense  of  the  unexampled 
merits  of  George  Washington  toward  his  country,"  vested  in 
him  shares  in  both  the  companies  alike  of  the  Potomac  and  of 
James  river.^  But,  conscious  of  the  weight  of  his  counsels, 
he  never  suffered  his  influence  to  be  impaired  by  any  suspicion 
of  interested  motives,  and,  not  able  to  imdo  an  act  of  the  legis- 
lature, held  the  shares,  but  only  as  a  trustee  for  the  public 

♦  Henlng,  x.,  510.  f  Madison,  i.,  128, 124.    Sparka,  Ix.,  82. 
X  Washington  to  R.  H.  Lee,  8  Fcbruaiy  1785.    Sparks,  ix.,  91. 

•  Honing,  xL,  526,  526. 
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Another  question  between  Mainland  and  Virginia  remained 
for  solution.  The  charter  to  Lord  Baltimore,  which  Virginia 
had  resisted  as  a  severance  of  her  territory,  bounded  his  juris- 
diction by  the  "  further  bank  "  of  the  Potomac.  When  both 
states  assumed  independence,  Virginia  welcomed  her  northern 
neighbor  to  the  common  war  for  liberty  by  releasing  every 
claim  to  its  territory,  but  she  reserved  ^e  navigation  of  the 
border  stream.  To  define  with  exactness  their  respective  rights 
on  its  waters,  the  Virginia  legislature,  in  Jime  1784,  led  the 
way  by  naming  George  Mason,  Edmund  Randolph,  Madison, 
and  Alexander  Henderson  as  their  commissioners  to  frame, 
^  in  concert  with  commissioners  of  Maryland,  liberal,  equitably 
and  mutually  advantageous  regulations  touching  the  jurisdic^ 
tion  and  navigation  of  the  river.''  *  Maryland  gladly  accepted 
the  invitation,  and  in  the  following  March  the  joint  commission 
was  to  meet  at  Alexandria,  hard  by  Mount  Vernon.  In  this 
manner,  through  the  acts  and  appropriations  of  the  legislature 
of  Vii^nia,  Washington  connected  the  interests  and  hopes  of 
her  people  with  the  largest  and  noblest  conceptions,  and  to  the 
states  alike  on  her  southern  and  her  northern  border  and  to  thel 
rising  empire  in  the  West,  where  she  would  surely  meet  New \ 
York  and  New  England,  she  gave  the  weightiest  pledges  of 
inviolable  attachment  to  the  union.  To  carry  forward  these 
designs,  the  next  step  must  be  taken  by  congress,  which  should 
have  met  at  Trenton  on  the  first  day  of  November  1784,  but, 
from  the  tardy  arrival  of  its  members,  was  not  organized  until 
the  thirtieth.  It  was  the  rule  of  congress  that  its  president 
should  be  chosen  in  succession  from  each  one  of  the  different 
states.  Beginning  with  Virginia,  it  had  proceeded  through 
them  all  except  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia.  But  now  the  rule,  which  in  itself  was  a  bad 
one,  was  bpoken,t  and  Richard  Henry  Lee  was  elected  presi- 
dent. The  rule  of  rotation  was  never  again  followed;  but 
this  want  of  fidelity  to  a  custom  that  had  long  been  respected 
tended  to  increase  the  jealousy  of  the  small  states.  Before 
Christmas  and  before  finishing  any  important  business,  con- 
gress, not  finding  sufficient  accommodations  in  Trenton,  ad- 


*  Journals  of  House  of  Dolegates  for  28  Jane  1784. 

f  Madison,  L,  117.    Otto  to  Vergennes,  15  June  1786.    Ha 
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joumed  to  the  eleventli  of  January  1785,  and  to  New  York  as 
its  abode. 

Congress  had  put  at  its  head  the  most  determined  and  the 
most  restlessly  indefatigable  opponent  of  any  change  whatever 
in  the  articles  of  confederation.  Lee  renewed  intimate  relations 
with  G^rry,  the  leading  member  of  congress  from  Massachu- 
setts. He  sought  to  revive  his  earlier  influence  in  Boston 
through  Samuel  Adams.  The  venerable  patriot  shared  his 
jealousy  of  conferring  too  great  powers  on  a  body  far  removed 
from  its  constituents,  but  had  always  supported  a  strict  enforce- 
ment of  the  just  authority  of  government,  and  he  replied : 
i"  Better  it  would  have  been  for  us  to  have  fallen  in  our  highly 
famed  struggle  for  our  rights  than  now  to  become  a  contempt- 
ible nation."  * 

The  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Hudson  was  at  that  time 
the  most  convenient  port  of  entry  for  New  Jersey  and  Connecti- 
cut, and  the  State  of  New  York,  through  its  custom-house, 
levied  on  their  inhabitants  as  well  as  on  its  own  an  ever  in- 
creasing revenue  by  imposts.  The  collector  was  a  stubborn 
partisan.  The  last  legislature  had  elected  to  the  fifth  congress 
Jay,  Bobert  R.  Livingston,  Egbert  Benson,  and  Lansing,  of 
whom,  even  after  Jay  became  flie  minister  for  foreign  affairs, 
I  a  majority  favored  the  founding  of  a  nation.  But  the  opinions 
of  the  president  of  congress,  who  was  respected  as  one  of  the 
most  illustrious  statesmen  of  Virginia,  assisted  to  bring  about 
a  revolution  in  the  politics  of  New  YorLf  On  the  nineteenth 
of  March  1785  its  legislature  appointed  three  "additional  dele- 
gates'' to  congress,  of  whom  Haring  and  Melancton  Smith, 
like  Lansing,  opposed  federal  measures ;  and  for  tlie  next  four 
years  the  state  of  New  York  obstinately  resisted  a  thorough 
revision  of  the  constitution.  Of  the  city  of  New  York,  the 
aspirations  for  a  national  union  could  not  be  repressed. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  December  1784,  soon  after  the  organi- 
zation of  congress,  Washington,  with  a  careful  discrimination 
ibetween  the  office  of  that  body  and  the  functions  of  the  states, 
[urged  through  its  president  that  oongress  should  have  the 
jwestem  waters  well  explored,  their  capacities  for  navigation 

♦  S.  Adams  to  R.  H.  Lee,  28  December  1VS4. 

f  Jay  to  Washington,  27  June  1786.    Letters  to  Washington,  It.,  186. 
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aBcertamed  as  far  as  the  commimicatioiis  between  Lake  Erie 
and  the  Wabash,  and  between  Lake  Michigan  and  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  a  complete  and  perfect  map  made  of  the  country  at 
least  as  far  west  as  the  Miamis,  which  run  into  the  Ohio  and 
Lake  Erie.  And  he  pointed  out  the  Miami  village  as  the  place 
for  a  very  important  post  for  the  union.  The  expense  attending 
such  an  undertaking  could  not  be  great ;  the  advantages  would 
be  unbounded.  ^^  Nature,"  he  said,  ^^  has  made  such  a  display 
of  her  bounty  in  those  regions  that  the  more  the  country  is 
explored  the  more  it  will  rise  in  estimation.  The  spirit  of 
emigration  is  great ;  people  have  got  impatient ;  and,  though 
you  cannot  stop  the  road,  it  is  yet  in  your  power  to  mark 
the  way.  A  little  while  and  you  will  not  be  able  to  do 
either."  ♦ 

In  the  same  week  in  which  the  legislature  of  New  York 
reversed  its  position  on  national  policy,  Washington  renewed] 
his  admonitions  to  Lee  on  planting  the  western  territory.! 
"  The  mission  of  congress  will  now  be  to  fix  a  medium  price 
on  these  lands  and  to  point  out  the  most  advantageous  mode  of 
seating  them,  so  that  law  and  good  government  may  be  admin- 
istered, and  the  union  strengthened  and  supported.      Pro- 
gressive seating  is  the  only  means  by  which  this  can  be 
effected;"  and,  resisting  the  politicians  who  might  wish  to 
balance  northern  states  by  southern,  he  insisted  that  to  mark  | 
out  but  one  new  state  would  better  advance  the  public  welfare 
ihan  to  mark  out  ten.  f 

On  the  eleventh  of  March  William  Grayson  took  his  seat 
for  the  first  time  as  a  member  of  congress.  He  had  been  edu- 
cated in  England  at  Oxford,  and  had  resided  at  the  Temple  in 
London.  His  short  career  furnishes  only  glimpses  of  his 
character.  Li  1776  he  had  been  an  aide-de-camp  to  Washing- 
ton, with  whom  he  kept  up  affectionate  relations ;  in  1777  he 
commanded  a  Virginia  regiment  and  gained  honors  at  Mon- 
mouth. His  private  life  appears  to  have  been  faultless ;  his 
public  acts  show  independence,  courage,  and  a  humane  and 
noble  nature.  In  the  state  legislature  of  the  previous  winter 
he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  to  which  Washington's  re- 

*  Washington  to  R.  H.  Lee,  14  December  1784.    Sparks,  iz.,  SO,  81. 
t  Wafihington  to  U.  H.  Lee,  16  Maroh  1786. 
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port  on  the  negotiations  with  Maryland  had  been  referred.* 
The  first  evidence  of  his  arrival  in  New  York  is  a  letter  of  the 
tenth  of  March  1785,  to  his  former  chief,  announcing  that 
Jefferson's  ordinance  for  disposing  of  western  lands,  which 
had  had  its  first  reading  in  May  1784^  had  been  brought  once 
more  before  congress. 

Not  Washington  alone  had  reminded  congress  of  its  dnticB 
to  the  West  In&nned  by  Gerry  of  the  course  of  pubKc 
business,  Timothy  Pickering,  from  Philadelphia,  addressed 
most  earnest  letters  to  Bufus  King.  He  compkined  that  no 
reservation  of  land  was  made  for  the  supp(»t  of  ministers  of 
^the  gospel,  nor  even  for  schools  and  academies,  and  he  farther 
wrote :  ^^  Congress  once  made  this  important  declaration,  ^  that 
all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  unalienable  rights;  that  among  these  are 
life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness';  and  these  trnths 
were  held  to  be  self-evident  To  suffer  the  continuance  of 
slaves  till  they  can  gradually  be  emancipated,  in  states  already 
overrun  with  them,  may  be  pardonable  because  unavoidable 
without  hazarding  greater  evils ;  but  to  introduce  them  into 
countries  where  none  now  exist  can  never  be  forgiven.  For 
God's  sake,  then,  let  one  more  effort  be  made  to  prevent  so 
terrible  a  calamily  I  The  fundamental  constitutions  for  those 
states  are  yet  liable  to  alterations,  and  this  is  probably  the  only 
time  when  the  evil  can  certainly  be  prevented."  Nor  would 
Pickering  harbor  the  thought  of  delay  in  the  exclusion  of 
slavery.  "  It  will  be  infinitely  easier,"  he  said,  "  to  prevent 
the  evil  at  first  than  to  eradicate  it  or  check  it  in  any  future 

time."t 

The  sixteenth  of  March  was  fixed  for  the  discussion  of  the 
affairs  of  the  West  The  report  that  was  before  congress  was 
Jefferson's  scheme  for  ^^  locating  and  disposing  of  land  in  the 
western  territory ; "  and  it  was  readily  referred  to  a  committee 
of  one  from  each  state,  Grayson  being  the  member  from  Vir^ 
ginia  and  King  from  Massachusetts.  King,  seconded  by  EUery 
of  Bhode  Island,  proposed  that  a  part  of  the  rejected  anti- 
slavery  clause  in  Jefferson's  ordinance  for  the  government  of 

*  JouTDals  YiiginU  House  of  Delegates,  99. 

f  PidLering  to  King,  8  Haroh  1785.    Flokeriiig'B  Fiokerisg,  L,  509,  6ia 
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the  western  territoiy  should  be  referred  to  a  committee ;  *  all 
that  related  to  the  western  territoiy  of  the  three  southern 
states  was  omitted ;  and  so,  too,  was  flie  clause  postponing  the 
prohibiti<m  of  slaveiy. 

On  the  question  for  committing  this  proposition,  the  fonr 
New  England  states,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, voted  nnanimously  in  the  afiirmative ;  Maiyland  by  a  ma- 
jority, McHenry  going  with  the  South,  John  Henry  and  Will- 
iam Hmdman  with  the  North.  For  Virginia,  Grayson  voted 
aye,  but  was  overpowered  by  Hardy  and  Richard  Henry  Lee. 
The  two  Carolinas  were  unanimous  for  the  negative.  Houston 
of  Oeorgia  answered  no,  but  being  on  that  day  the  sole  repre- 
sentative of  Georgia,  his  vote  was  not  counted.  So  the  vote 
stood  eight  states  against  three;  eighteen  members  against 
eight  ;t  and  the  motion  was  forthwith  committed  to  King, 
Howell,  and  Ellery.  J 

On  the  sixth  of  April,  King  from  his  committee  reported 
bis  resolution,  whidi  is  entirely  in  his  own  handwriting,^  and 
which  consists  of  two  clauses :  it  allowed  slavery  in  the  North- 
west until  the  first  day  of  the  year  1801,  but  no  longer;  and  it 
^  provided  that  always,  upon  the  escape  of  any  person  into  any 
of  the  states  described  in  the  resolve  of  congress  of  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  April  1784,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully 
claimed  in  any  one  of  the  thirteen  original  states,  such  fugitive 
nd^t  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and  carried  back  to  the  person 
claiming  his  labor  or  service,  this  resolve  notwithstanding."  | 

*  The  original  motion  of  Rof as  King  for  the  reference,  in  his  handwriting,  is 
preeerred  in  Papers  of  Old  Congress,  toL  tuL 

f  Joomals  of  Congress,  iv.,  461,  482. 

^  It  is  indorsed  in  the  handwriting  of  Charles  Thomson :  *'  Motion  for  pro- 
Tenting  slavery  in  new  states,  16  Maroh  1785.  Referred  to  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Howell, 
Mr.  EHery." 

*  It  is  to  be  fcmnd  in  Papers  of  Old  Congress,  xxxL,  820,  and  is  indorsed  in 
the  handwriting  of  Rofus  King:  "  Report  on  Mr.  King's  motion  for  the  exclusion 
of  slavery  in  the  new  states."  And  it  is  further  indorsed  in  the  handwriting  of 
Charles  Thomson:  "Mr.  King,  Mr.  Ilowell,  Mr.  Ellery.  Entered  6  April  1786, 
read.    Thursday,  April  14,  assigned  for  consideration.*' 

I  The  printed  copy  of  this  report  of  King  is  to  be  found  in  Papers  of  Old 
Congress,  xxxi.,  881,  and  is  indorsed  in  the  handwriting  of  Charles  Thomson: 
''To  prevent  slavery  in  the  new  states.  Included  in  substance  in  the  ordinance 
for  a  temporary  government  passed  the  18  July  1787." 
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King  reserved  his  resolution  to  be  brought  forward  as  a  sepa- 
rate measure,  after  the  land  ordinance  should  be  passed.  ^^I 
expect,"  wrote  Grayson  to  Madison,  "seven  states  may  be 
found  liberal  enough  to  adopt  it ;"  *  but  there  is  no  evidence 
that  it  was  ever  again  called  up  in  that  congress. 

On  the  twelfth  of  April  f  the  committee  for  framing  an 
ordinance  for  the  disposal  of  the  western  lands  made  their  re- 
port. It  was  written  by  Grayson,  J  who  formed  it  out  of  a 
conflict  of  opinions,  and  took  the  chief  part  in  conducting  it 
through  the  house.  As  an  inducement  for  neighborhoods  of 
the  same  religious  sentiments  to  confederate  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  and  settling  together,  it  was  a  land  law  for  a 
people  going  forth  to  take  possession  of  a  seemingly  endless 
domain.  Its  division  was  to  be  into  townships,  with  a  per- 
petual reservation  of  one  mile  square  in  every  township  for 
the  support  of  religion,  and  another  for  education.  The 
house  refused  its  assent  to  the  reservation  for  the  support  of 
religion,  as  connecting  the  church  with  the  state;  but  the 
reservation  for  the  support  of  schools  received  a  general  wel- 
come. Jefferson  had  proposed  townships  of  ten  miles  square ; 
the  committee,  of  seven ;  but  the  motion  of  Grayson,  that  they 
should  be  of  six  miles  square,*  was  finally  accepted.  The 
South,  accustomed  to  the  mode  of  indiscriminate  locations  and 
settlements,  insisted  on  the  rule  which  would  give  the  most 
free  scope  to  the  roving  emigrant ;  and,  as  the  bill  required 
the  vote  of  nine  states  for  adoption,  and  during  the  debates  on 
the  subject  more  than  ten  were  never  present,  the  eastern 
people,  though  "  amazingly  attached  to  their  own  custom  of 
planting  by  townships,"  yielded  to  the  compromise  that  every 
other  township  should  be  sold  by  sections.  |  The  surveys  were 
to  be  confined  to  one  state  and  to  five  ranges,  extending  from 
the  Ohio  to  Lake  Erie,  and  were  to  be  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  geographer  of  the  United  States.    The  bounds  of 

*  Grayson  to  Madison,  1  May  1Y85.    The  ordinance  for  the  sale  of  lands  re- 
quired the  consent  of  nine  states ;  the  regulative  ordinance,  of  but  seren. 

t  Grayson  to  Washington,  IB  April  1785. 

X  The  original  report  in  the  handwriting  of  Grayson  is  preserred  in  the  Papers 
of  Old  Congress,  Iri,  451. 

•  Journals  of  Congress,  ir.,  512.  |  Grayson  to  Madis(»i,  1  May  1785. 
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every  parcel  that  was  sold  were  fixed  beyond  a  question ;  the 
mode  of  registry  was  simple,  convenient,  and  almost  without 
cost ;  the  form  of  conveyance  most  concise  and  clear.  Never 
was  land  offered  to  a  poor  man  at  less  cost  or  with  a  safer  title. 
For  one  bad  provision,  which,  however,  was  three  years  after 
repealed,  the  consent  of  congress  was  for  the  moment  extorted ; 
the  lands,  as  surveyed,  were  to  be  drawn  for  by  lot  by  the  sev- 
eral states  in  proportion  to  the  requisitions  made  upon  them, 
and  were  to  be  sold  publicly  within  the  states.  But  it  was 
carefully  provided  that  they  should  be  paid  for  in  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  United  States,  at  the  rate  of  a  dollar  an  acre.  To 
secure  the  promises  made  to  Virginia,  chiefly  on  behalf  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  who  took  part  in  conquering  the  North- 
west from  British  authority,  it  was  agreed,  after  a  discussion 
of  four  days,*  to  reserve  the  district  between  the  Little  IVfiami 
and  the  Scioto. 

The  land  ordinance  of  Jefferson,  as  amended  from  1784  to  \ 
1788,  definitively  settled  the  character  of  the  national  land  I 
laws,  which  are  still  treasured  up  as  one  of  the  most  precious  / 
heritages  from  the  founders  of  the  republic. 

The  frontier  settlements  at  the  west  needed  the  protection 
of  a  military  force.  In  1784,  soon  after  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  peace,  Gerry  at  Annapolis  protested  against 
the  right  of  congress  on  its  own  authority  to  raise  standing 
armies  or  even  a  few  armed  men  in  time  of  peace.  His  con- 
duct was  approved  by  his  state,  whose  delegation  was  in- 
structed to  oppose  and  protest  on  all  occasions  against  the 
exercise  of  the  power.  From  that  time  congress  had  done  no 
more  than  recommend  the  states  to  raise  troops.  It  was  now 
thought  necessary  to  raise  seven  hundred  men  to  protect  the 
West.  The  recommendation  should  have  been  proportioned 
among  all  the  states ;  but  congress  ventured  to  call  only  on 
Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania  as  the  j 
states  most  conveniently  situated  to  furnish  troops  who  were  I 
to  be  formed  into  one  regiment  and  for  three  years  guard  the'' 
north-western  frontiers  and  the  public  stores. 

*  GrajBon  to  Madison,  1  Maj  1786. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THB  REGULATION  OF  COMMEEOE.      THE  FIFTH  C0NQBE8S. 

1784-1785. 

The  legislature  of  Connecticat  in  1783,  angry  at  the  grant 
of  half  pay  to  the  officers  of  the  army,  insisted  diat  the  requi- 
sitions of  congress  had  no  yalidity  until  they  received  the 
approval  of  the  state.  But  the  vote  was  only  ^^  a  fire  amoDg 
the  brambles ; ''  and  the  people  at  the  next  election  chose  a 
legislature  which  accepted  the  general  impost  on  commerce, 
even  though  it  should  be  assented  to  by  no  more  than  twelve 
states.^  The  Virginia  assembly  of  that  year  discountenanced 
the  deviation  from  the  rule  of  unanimily  as  a  dangerous  pre- 
cedent ;  t  but  it  was  adopted  by  Maryland.  J 

In  the  following  winter  Noah  Webster  of  Hartford  busied 
himself  in  the  search  for  a  form  of  a  continental  government 
which  should  act  as  efficaciously  on  its  members  as  a  local  gov- 
ernment ^^  So  long  as  any  individual  state  has  power  to  de- 
feat the  measures  of  the  other  twelve,  our  pretended  union," 
so  he  expressed  the  opinion  which  began  to  prevail,  '^  is  but  a 
name,  and  our  confederation  a  cobweb.  The  sovereignty  of 
each  state  ought  not  to  be  abridged  in  any  article  relating  to 
its  own  goyemment ;  in  a  matter  that  equally  respects  all  the 
states,  a  majority  of  the  states  must  decide.  We  cannot  and 
ought  not  to  divest  ourselves  of  provincial  attachments,  but 
we  should  subordinate  them  to  the  general  interest  of  the  con- 

*  Monroe  to  IXadison,  U  December  17S4. 
f  Madison  to  Monroe,  24  December  17S4.    Madison,  i^  114, 116. 
X  Act  of  Maryland.    Session  of  17S4,  1786.    In  Pennsylvania  Packet  of  S 
Fobroary  1786. 
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tinent ;  as  a  citizen  of  the  American  empire,  every  individnol 
lias  a  national  interest  far  superior  to  all  others."  * 

The  outlays  in  America  of  the  British  in  the  last  year  of 
their  occupation  of  New  York,  and  the  previous  expenditures 
for  the  French  army,  had  supplied  the  northern  states  with 
specie ;  so  that  purchasers  were  found  for  the  bills  of  Bobert 
Morris  on  Europe,  whidi  were  sold  at  a  discount  of  twenty  or 
even  forty  per  centf  The  prospect  of  enormous  gains  tempted 
American  merchants  to  import  in  one  year  more  than  their 
exports  could  pay  for  in  three; J  while  factors  of  English 
houses,  bringing  over  British  goods  on  British  account,  jostled 
the  American  merchants  in  their  own  streets.  Fires  which 
still  bum  were  then  lighted.  He  that  will  trace  the  American 
policy  of  that  day  to  its  cause  must  look  to  British  restrictions 
and  British  protective  duties  suddenly  applied  to  Americans 
as  aliens. 

The  people  had  looked  for  peace  and  prosperity  to  come 
hand  in  hand,  and,  when  hostilities  ceased,  they  ran  into  debt 
for  English  goods,  never  doubting  that  their  wonted  industries 
would  yield  them  the  means  of  payment  as  of  old.  But  ex- 
cessive importations  at  low  prices  crushed  domestic  manufac- 
tures; trade  with  the  British  West  Indies  was  obstructed; 
neither  rice,  tobacco,  pitch,  turpentine,  nor  ships  could  be  re- 
mitted as  heretofore.  The  whde  fishery  of  Massachusetts  had 
brought  to  its  mariners  in  a  year  more  than  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  specie,  the  clear  gain  of  perilous  labor. 
The  export  of  their  oil  was  now  obstructed  by  a  duty  in  Eng- 
land of  ninety  dollars  the  ton.  Importations  from  England 
must  be  paid  for  chiefly  by  cash  and  bills  of  exchange.  The 
Americans  had  chosen  to  be  aliens  to  England ;  they  could  not 
complain  of  being  taxed  like  aliens,  but  they  awoke  to  demand 
powers  of  retaliation. 

The  country  b^n  to  be  in  earnest  as  it  summoned  con- 
gress to  change  its  barren  discussions  for  efficient  remedies. 
The  ever  increasing  voice  of  complaint  broke  out  from  the 
impatient  commercial  towns  of  the  northern  and  central  states. 

♦  Sketcheii  of  American  Policy  by  Noah  Webster,  pp.  82-88. 
t  Pclatiah  Webster's  Essays,  Edition  1791,  266,  267,  note. 
X  E.  Bancroft  to  W.  Frazer,  8  November  1788. 
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On  the  eleventh  of  Jannaiy  1785,  the  day  on  which  congress 
established  itself  in  New  York,  the  artificers,  tradesmen,  and 
mechanics  of  that  city,  as  they  gave  it  a  welcome,  added  these 
brave  words :  "  TTe  hope  our  representatives  will  coincide  with 
the  other  states  in  augmenting  yonr  power  to  every  exigency 
of  the  union."*  The  New  York  chamber  of  commerce  in 
like  manner  entreated  it  to  make  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  one  of  the  first  objects  of  its  care,  and  to  connteract  the 
injurious  restrictions  of  foreign  nations,  f  The  New  York 
legislature,  then  in  session,  imposed  a  double  duty  on  all  goods 
imported  in  British  bottoms.  J 

On  the  twenty-second  of  March  1785  a  bill  to  "protect 
the  manuf actiu'es  "  of  Pennsylvania  by  specific  or  ad  valorem 
duties  on  more  than  seventy  articles,  among  them  on  manufac- 
tures of  iron  and  steel,  was  read  in  its  assembly  for  the  second 
time,  debated  by  paragraphs,  and  then  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  public  consideration.^  The  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  re- 
calling the  usages  of  the  revolution,  on  the  second  of  June 
held  a  town-meeting ;  and,  after  the  deliberations  of  their  com- 
mittee for  eighteen  days,  they  declared  that  relief  from  the 
oppressions  under  which  the  American  trade  and  manufac- 
tures languished  could  spring  only  from  the  grant  to  congress 
of  full  constitutional  powers  over  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States;  that  foreign  manufactures  interfering  with  domestic 
industry  ought  to  be  discouraged  by  prohibitions  or  protective 
duties.  They  raised  a  committee  to  lay  their  resolutions  in  the 
form  of  a  petition  before  their  own  assembly,  and  to  correspond 
with  committees  appointed  elsewhere  for  similar  purposes.  On 
the  twentieth  of  September,  after  the  bill  of  the  Pennsylvania 
legislature  had  been  nearly  six  months  under  consideration  by 
the  people,  and  after  it  had  been  amended  by  an  increase  of 
duties,  especially  on  manufactures  of  iron,  and  by  a  discriminat- 
ing tonnage  duty  on  ships  of  nations  having  no  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  congress,  it  became  a  law  J  with  general  acclamation. 

*  MS.  Tol.  of  nemonstrances  and  Addresses,  843. 
f  MS.  ToL  of  nemonstranocs  and  Addresses,  851. 

i  Chief  Justice  Smithes  extract  of  letters  from  New  York.    KS. 

•  Pennsylvania  Packet,  13  May  1786. 

I  The  Act  appears  in  full  in  PennsylTania  Packet  of  22  September  1785. 
Van  Berckel*8  repoi*t  to  the  States-General,  4  October  1786. 
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Pennsylvania  had  been  cheered  on  its  way  by  voices  from 
Boston.  On  the  eighteenth  of  April  the  merchants  and  trades, 
men  of  that  town,  meeting  in  Fanenil  Hall,  estabhshed  a  com- 
mittee of  correspondence  with  merchants  of  other  towns, 
bound  themselves  not  to  buy  British  goods  of  resident  British 
factors,  and  prayed  congress  for  the  needed  immediate  relief.* 
Their  petition  was  reserved  by  congress  for  consideration  when 
the  report  of  its  committee  on  commerce  should  be  taken  up. 
The  movement  in  Boston  penetrated  every  class  of  its  citizens ; 
its  artisans  and  mechanics  joined  the  merchants  and  tradesmen 
in  condemning  the  ruinous  excess  of  British  importations.  To 
these  proceedings  Grayson  directed  the  attention  of  MadiBon.t 

On  the  tenth  of  May  the  town  of  Boston  elected  its  repre- 
sentatives to  the  general  court,  among  them  Hancock,  whose 
health  had  not  permitted  him  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  place 
of  governor.  Two  years  before,  Boston,  in  its  mandate  to  the 
men  of  its  choice,  had,  in  extreme  language,  vindicated  the 
absolute  sovereignty  of  the  state ;  the  town,  no  longer  wedded 
to  the  pride  of  independence,  instructed  its  representatives  in 
this  wise :  Peace  has  not  brought  back  prosperity ;  foreigners 
monopolize  our  commerce ;  the  American  carrying  trade  and 
the  American  finances  are  threatened  with  annihilation ;  the 
government  should  encourage  agriculture,  protect  manufac- 
tures, and  establish  a  public  revenue ;  the  confederacy  is  inade- 
quate to  its  purposes;  congress  should  be  invested  with  power 
competent  to  the  wants  of  the  country;  the  legislature  of 
Massachusetts  should  request  the  executive  to  open  a  corre- 
spondence with  the  governors  of  all  the  states ;  from  national 
nnanimity  and  national  exertion  wo  have  derived  our  free- 
dom ;  the  joint  action  of  the  several  parts  of  the  union  can 
alone  restore  happiness  and  security.  ^ 

No  candidate  for  the  office  of  governor  of  Massachusetts 
liaving  for  that  year  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
people,  the  general  court,  in  May  1785,  made  choice  of 
James  Bowdoin,  a  veteran  statesman  who  thirty  years  before 
had  distinguished  himself  in  the  legislature  by  a  speech  in 
favor  of  the  union  of  the  colonies.    He  had  led  one  branch  of 

*  Joiunals  of  Congress,  It.,  616,  617.         f  Grajson  to  Madison,  1  May  1786. 
X  Boston  Town  Records.    MS. 
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the  goverDment  in  its  refiistance  to  British  nstirpationB ;  and, 
when  hostilities  broke  out,  he  served  his  native  state  as  presi- 
dent of  its  supreme  executive  conndl  till  the  British  were 
driven  from  the  commonwealtibu  His  long  years  of  public  ser- 
vice had  established  his  fame  for  moderaticm,  courage,  consist- 
ency, and  uprightness.  A  republican  at  heart,  he  had  had  an 
important  share  in  framing  die  constitution  of  Massachusetts. 
In  his  inaugural  address  he  scorned  to  complain  of  the  restrict- 
ive policy  of  England,  saying  rather:  Britain  and  other  na- 
tions have  an  undoubted  right  to  regulate  their  trade  with  us ; 
and  the  United  States  have  an  equal  right  to  r^olate  ours  with 
them.  Congress  should  be  vested  with  all  tiie  powers  neces- 
sary to  preserve  the  union,  manage  its  general  concenis,  and 
promote  the  common  interest.  For  the  commercial  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations  the  ocmfederation  does  not  suffi- 
ciently provide.  "  This  matter,'^  these  were  his  words,  **me^ 
its  your  particular  attention ;  if  you  think  that  congress  should 
be  vested  with  ampler  powers,  and  that  special  delegates  should 
be  convened  to  settle  and  define  them,  you  will  take  measures 
for  such  a  convention,  whose  agreement,  wh^i  confirmed  by 
the  states,  would  ascertain  those  powers." 

In  reply,  the  two  branches  of  the  l^islature  jointly  pledged 
^^ their  most  earnest  endeavor"  to  establish  ^'tiie  federal  gov- 
ernment on  a  firm  basis,  and  to  perfect  the  union;"  and  on  the 
first  day  of  July  the  general  court  united  in  the  following 
resolve :  "  The  present  powers  of  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  as  contained  in  the  articles  of  confederation,  are  not 
fully  adequate  to  the  great  purposes  they  were  originally  de- 
signed to  eflEect"  * 

That  the  want  of  adequate  powers  in  the  federal  govern- 
ment might  find  a  remedy  as  soon  as  possible,  they  sent  to  the 
president  of  congress,  through  their  own  delation,  the  reso- 
lution which  they  had  adopted,  with  a  circular  letter  to  be 
forwarded  by  him  to  the  supreme  executive  of  each  state ;  and 
they  further  <<  directed  the  delegates  of  the  state  to  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  laying  them  before  congress,  and  mak- 
ing every  exertion  to  cany  the  object  of  them  into  eflEect"  t 

*  Massachusetts  Resolre,  Izxri.,  in  Resolres,  July  1786,  88,  89. 
t  Massachusetts  Resolre,  Ixxix. 
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In  concert  with  New  Hampshire,  and  followed  bj  Bhode 
Island,  thej  passed  a  navigation  act  forbidding  exports  from 
their  harbors  in  British  bottoms,  and  establishing  a  discrimi- 
nating tonnage  dnly  on  foreign  vessels ;  *  but  only  as  ^'  a  tem- 
porary expedient,  until  a  well-gaarded  power  to  regulate  trade 
shall  be  intrusted  to  ccmgress."  f  Domestic  manufactures  were 
protected  by  more  than  a  fourfold  increase  of  duties ;:(  and 
^congress  was  requested  to  recommend  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates from  all  the  states  to  revise  the  confederation  and  report 
how  far  it  may  be  necessary  to  alter  or  enlarge  the  same,  in 
order  to  secure  and  perpetuate  the  primary  objects  of  the 
union.^* 

In  August,  the  council  of  Pennsylvania  and  Dickinson,  its 
president,  in  a  message  to  the  general  assembly,  renewed  the 
recomm^idation  adopted  in  that  state  two  years  before,  say- 
ing :  ^'  We  again  declare  that  further  authorities  ought  to  be 
vested  in  the  federal  council;  may  the  present  dispositions 
lead  to  as  perfect  an  establishment  as  can  be  devised."  | 

To  his  friend  Bowdoin  John  Adams  wrote :  "  The  Massa- 
chusetts has  often  been  wise  and  able ;  but  she  never  took  a 
deeper  measure  than  her  late  navigation  act.  I  hope  she  will 
persist  in  it  even  though  she  should  be  alone."  ^ 

The  nation  looked  to  congress  for  relief.  In  1776  James 
Monroe  left  the  college  of  William  and  Maiy  to  enter  the 
army ;  when  but  nineteen  he  gained  an  honorable  wound  and 
promotion ;  and  rapidly  rose  to  the  rank  of  coloneL  Jefierson 
in  1781  described  him  as  a  Yirginian  <^  of  abilities,  merit,  and 
fortune,"  and  as  ^^  his  own  particular  friend."  ^  In  1782  he 
was  of  the  assembly  of  Virginia ;  and  was  chosen  at  three-and- 
twenty  a  member  of  the  executive  coundL  In  1783  he  was 
elected  to  the  fourth  congress,  and  at  Annapolis  saw  Washing- 

*  Annual  Register,  xxrii.,  866.    PennBjWania  Packet  of  18  July  1786  has  the 
Massachusetts  act,  and  of  20  July  that  of  New  Hampshire. 

t  Bowdoin's  circular  of  28  July,  enclosing  the  act.    MS. 

X  Bradford's  Massachusetts,  ii.,  244 ;  Pennsylrania  Packet,  19  July  1786. 

*  Massachusetts  Besolves,  Ixr?!.,  1  July  1786.    Resolres  of  the  General  Court, 
p.  88. 

I  Minutes  of  Pennsylrania  Coundl,  26  August  1786.    Colonial  Records,  zir. 
623.  ^  Adams  to  Goremor  Bowdoin,  2  September  1786.    MS. 

^  Jeffenon  to  Franklhi,  6  October  1781. 
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ton  resign  his  commission.  When  Jefierson  embarked  for 
France,  he  remained,  not  the  ablest,  bat  the  most  eonspicnons 
representative  of  Virginia  on  the  floor  of  congress.  He  sought 
the  friendship  of  nearly  every  leading  statesman  of  his  com- 
monwealth ;  and  every  one  seemed  glad  to  call  him  a  friend. 
It  was  hard  to  say  whether  he  was  addressed  with  most  affec- 
tion by  Jefferson  or  by  John  Marshall  His  ambition  made 
him  jealoas  of  Randolph ;  the  precedence  of  Madison  he  ac- 
knowledged, yet  not  so  but  that  he  might  consent  to  become 
his  rivaL  To  Richard  Henry  Lee  he  turned  as  to  one  from 
whose  zeal  for  liberty  he  might  seek  the  confirmation  of  his 
own. 

Everybody  in  Virginia  resented  the  restrictive  pohcy  of 
England.  Monroe,  elected  to  the  fifth  congress,  embarked  on 
the  tide  of  the  rising  popular  feeling.  He  was  willing  to  in- 
vest the  confederation  with  a  perpetual  grant  of  power  to  re- 
late commerce ;  but  on  condition  that  it  should  not  be  exer- 
cised without  the  consent  of  nine  states.  He  favored  a  revenue 
to  be  derived  from  imports,  provided  that  the  revenue  should 
be  collected  nnder  the  authority  and  pass  into  the  treasury  of 
the  state  in  which  it  should  accrue.* 

He  from  the  first  applauded  the  good  temper  and  propriety 
of  the  new  congress,  the  comprehensiveness  of  mind  with 
which  they  attended  to  the  public  interests,  and  their  inclina- 
tion to  the  most  general  and  liberal  principles,  which  seemed 
to  him  "  really  to  promise  great  good  to  the  union."  They 
showed  the  like  good-will  for  him.  On  bringing  forward  the 
all-important  motion  on  commerce,  they  readily  referred  it 
to  himself  as  the  chief  of  the  committee,  with  four  associates, 
of  whom  Spaight  from  North  Carolina,  and  Houston  from 
Georgia,  represented  the  South ;  King  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Johnson  of  Connecticut,  the  North. 

The  complaisant  committee  lent  their  names  to  the  pro- 
posal of  Monroe,  whose  report  was  read  in  congress  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  March.f     It  was  to  be  accompanied  by  a 

♦  3Ionroe  to  JefTeraon,  14  December  1784.  , 

t  Sparks,  ix.,  603,  gives  the  report  in  its  first  form ;  his  date,  ho^eTcr,  is 
erroneous,  from  a  misunderstanding  of  a  letter  of  Grayson,  in  Letters  to  Washing- 
ton, iv.,  102, 103.    The  day  on  which  the  report  was  made  is  not  certain ;  the  day 
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letter  to  be  addressed  to  the  legislatnres  of  the  several  states 
explaining  and  recommending  it;  and  the  fifth  day  of  April 
was  assigned  for  its  consideration. 

But  it  was  no  part  of  Monroe's  plan  to  press  the  matter  for 
a  decision.  "  It  will  be  best,"  so  he  wrote  to  Jefferson,  "  to 
postpone  this  for  the  present ;  its  adoption  must  depend  on  the 
several  legislatures.  It  hath  been  brought  so  far  without  a 
prejudice  against  it.  If  carried  farther  here,  I  fear  prejudices 
will  take  place.  It  proposes  a  radical  change  in  the  whole 
system  of  our  government.  It  can  be  carried  only  by  thorough 
investigation  and  a  conviction  of  every  citizen  that  it  is  right. 
The  slower  it  moves  on,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  the  better.'*  * 

Jefferson,  as  he  was  passing  through  Boston  on  his  way  to 
France,  had  shown  pleasure  at  finding  ^^  the  conviction  grow- 
ing strongly  that  nothing  could  preserve  the  confederacy  unless 
the  bond  of  union,  their  common  council,  should  be  strength- 
ened.''t  He  now  made  answer  to  the  urgent  inquiries  of 
Monroe :  "  The  interests  of  the  states  ought  to  be  made  joint 
in  every  possible  instance,  in  order  to  cultivate  the  idea  of  our 
being  one  nation,  and  to  multiply  the  instances  in  which  the 
I)eople  shall  look  np  to  congress  as  their  head."  He  approved 
Monroe's  report  without  reservation ;  bnt  wished  it  adopted  at 
once,  "  before  the  admission  of  western  states."  ^ 

Months  passed  away,  but  still  the  subject  was  not  called  up 
in  congress ;  and  the  mind  of  Monroe  as  a  southern  statesman 
became  shaken.  The  confederation  seemed  to  him  at  present 
but  little  more  than  an  offensive  and  defensive  alliance,  and  if 
the  right  to  raise  troops  at  pleasure  was  denied,  merely  a  defen- 
sive one.  His  report  would  put  the  commercial  economy  of 
every  state  entirely  and  permanently  into  the  hands  of  the 

on  which  it  was  read  woa  certainly  the  28th  of  March.  The  report  of  the  commit- 
tee is  in  the  Tolume,  "  Reports  of  Committees  on  Increasing  the  Powers  of  Con- 
gress,*' p.  125,  with  a  copy  in  print.  The  few  corrections  that  liave  been  made  in 
the  copy  are  in  the  handwriting  of  Monroe.  The  State  Dept  MS.  copy  is  in- 
dorsed: Report  of  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.  Spaight,  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  King. 
See  1 1  March — ^to  grant  congress  power  of  rcgukting  trade.  Entered— read  28 
Bloreh  17^6.    Tuesday,  Aprii  5,  assigned. 

•  Monroe  to  Jefferson,  New  York,  12  April  1785. 

f  Jefferson  to  Madison,  Boston,  1  July  178-1. 

t  Jefferson  to  Monroe,  Paris,  17  June  1785.    Jefferson,  i.,  847. 
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union ;  whicli  might  then  protect  the  carrying  trade,  and  en- 
courage domestic  indostrj  by  a  tax  on  foreign  industry.  He 
asked  hrmself  if  the  carrying  trade  would  increase  the  wealth 
of  the  South ;  and  he  cited  "  a  Mr.  Smith  on  the  Wealth  of 
Nations,"  as  having  written  "  that  the  doctrine  of  the  balance 
of  trade  is  a  chimera."  * 

The  southernmost  states  began  to  reason  that  Maryland  had 
a  great  commercial  port,  and,  like  Delaware,  excelled  in  naval 
architecture;  and  these,  joining  the  seven  northern  states, 
might  vote  to  themselves  the  monopoly  of  the  transport  of 
southern  products.  Besides,  Virginia,  more  than  any  other 
state  in  the  union,  was  opposed  to  the  dave-trade ;  and  Vir- 
ginia and  all  north  of  her  might  join  in  its  absolute  prohibi- 
tion. The  three  more  southern  states  were,  therefore,  unwill- 
ing to  trast  a  navigation  act  to  the  voice  even  of  ten ;  and  in 
his  report  Monroe  substituted  eleven  states  for  his  first  pro- 
posal of  nine.t 

At  last,  on  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  of  July,  the  re" 
port  was  considered  in  a  committee  of  the  whole.  It  was  held 
that  the  regulation  of  trade  by  the  union  was  desirable,  because 
it  would  open  a  way  to  encourage  domestic  industry  by 
imposing  a  tax  upon  foreign  manufactures;  because  it  was 
needed  in  order  to  secore  reciprocity  in  commercial  interconrae 
with  foreign  nations;  because  it  would  counteract  external 
commercial  influence  by  establishing  a  commercial  interest  at 
home ;  and  because  it  would  prepare  the  way  for  a  navy. 
These  ends  could  never  be  obtained  unless  the  states  should 
act  in  concert,  for  their  separate  regulations  would  impede  and 
defeat  each  other. 

The  opponents  of  the  measure  left  their  cause  in  the  hands 
of  Bichard  Henry  Lee,  as  their  only  spokesman ;  and  his  ma- 
ture age,  courteous  manner,  skill  as  an  orator  and  debater,  and 
his  rank  as  president  of  congress,  gave  him  great  authority. 
He  insisted  that  the  new  grant  of  power  would  endanger  pub- 
lic liberty ;  that  it  would  be  made  subservient  to  further  at- 
tempts to  enlarge  the  authority  of  the  government ;  that  the 
concentration  of  the  control  of  commerce  would  put  the  coun- 
try more  in  the  power  of  other  nations ;  that  the  interests  of 
*  Monroe  to  Jefferson,  16  June  1785.         f  Monroe  to  Madison,  20  Jtilj  1785. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1786.   REGULATION  OF  COMMERCE.    FIFTH  CONGRESS.   145 

the  Korth  were  different  from  the  interests  of  the  South ;  that 
the  regulation  of  trade  which  suited  the  one  would  not  suit  the 
other ;  that  eight  states  were  interested  in  the  carrying  trade, 
and  would  combine  together  to  shackle  and  fetter  the  five 
southern  states,  which,  without  having  shipping  of  their  own, 
raised  the  chief  staples  for  exportation ;  and,  finally,  that  any  . 
attempt  whatever  at  a  change  in  the  articles  of  confederationj 
had  a  tendency  to  weaken  the  union. 

In  these  objections  Lee  was  consistent.  He  pressed  upon 
Madison,  with  earnest  frankness,  that  power  in  congress  to 
l^islate  over  the  trade  of  the  imion  would  expose  the  five 
staple  states,  from  their  want  of  ships  and  seamen,  to  a  most 
pernicious  and  destructive  monopoly ;  that  even  the  purchase, 
as  well  as  the  carrying,  of  their  produce,  might  be  at  the  mercy 
of  the  East  and  the  Korth ;  and  that  the  spirit  of  commerce 
throughout  the  world  is  a  spirit  of  avarice.* 

A  plan  of  a  navigation  act  originated  with  McHenry  of 
Maryland ;  but  it  came  before  congress  only  as  a  subject  of 
conversation.  Nothing  was  done  with  the  report  of  Monroe, 
who  said  of  it :  "  The  longer  it  is  delayed,  the  more  certain  is 
itd  passage  through  the  several  states  ultimately  ;"t  and  his 
committee  only  asked  leave  to  sit  again.  "We  have  nothing 
pleasing  in  prospect,"  wrote  Jacob  Read  to  Madison ;  "and,  if 
in  a  short  time  the  states  do  not  enable  congress  to  act  with 
vigor  and  put  the  power  of  compulsion  into  the  hand  of  the 
union,  I  think  it  almost  time  to  give  over  the  form  of  what  I 
cannot  consider  as  an  efficient  government.  "We  want,  greatly 
want,  the  assistance  of  your  abilities  and  experience  in  con- 
gress ;  one  cannot  help  drawing  comparisons  between  the  lan- 
guage of  1783  and  1785."  X 

From  the  delegation  of  Virginia  no  hope  could  spring; 
but  the  state  which  exceeded  all  others  in  the  number  of  its 
freemen  and  in  age  was  second  only  to  the  Old  Dominion,  had 
directed  its  delegates  to  present  to  congress,  and  through  con- 
gress to  the  states,  an  invitation  to  meet  in  a  convention  and 

*  R.  H.  Lee  to  Madison,  11  August  1785.  Rives,  il,  31,  32.  Compare  Monroo 
to  Madison,  26  Julj  1785. 

f  Monroe  to  Jefferson,  15  August  1785. 
I  Jacob  Read  of  South  Carolina  to  Madison,  29  August  1785. 
TOL.  Ti. — 10 
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revise  the  confederation.  And  now  Gerry,  Holten,  and  RufuB 
King  saw  fit  to  disobey  their  instmctions,  and  suppressed  the 
acts  and  resolves  of  Massachusetts,  writing:  ^^Any  alteration 
of  the  confederation  is  premature;  the  grant  of  commercial 
power  should  be  temporary,  like  the  proposed  treaties  with 
European  powers ;  and  for  its  adoption  should  depend  on  an 
experience  of  its  beneficial  results.  Power  over  commerce, 
once  delegated  to  the  coufederation,  can  never  be  revoked  but 
by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  states.  To  seek  a  reform 
through  a  convention  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  congress, 
and,  as  a  manifestation  of  a  want  of  confidence  in  them,  must 
meet  their  disapprobation.  A  further  question  arises  whether 
the  convention  should  revise  the  constitution  generally  or  only 
for  express  purposes.  Each  of  the  states  in  forming  its  own, 
as  well  as  the  federal  constitution,  has  adopted  republican  prin- 
ciples; yet  plans  have  been  laid  which  would  have  changed 
our  republican  government  into  baleful  aristocracies.  The 
same  spirit  remains  in  their  abettors.  The  institution  of  the 
Cincinnati  will  have  the  same  tendency.  The  rotation  of  mem- 
bers is  the  best  check  to  corruption.  The  requirement  of  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  legislatures  of  the  states  for  altering 
the  confederation  effectually  prevents  innovations  by  intrigue 
or  surprise.  The  cry  for  more  power  in  congress  comes  espe- 
cially from  those  whose  views  are  extended  to  an  aristocracy 
that  will  afford  lucrative  employments,  civil  and  military,  and 
require  a  standing  army,  pensioners,  and  placemen.  The  pres- 
ent confederation  is  preferable  to  the  risk  of  general  dissen- 
sions and  animosities."  * 

Bowdoin  replied :  "  K  in  the  union  discordant  principles 
make  it  hazardous  to  intrust  congress  with  powers  necessary  to 
its  well-being,  the  union  cannot  long  subsist."  f  Gterry  and 
King  rejoined:  "The  best  and  surest  mode  of  obtaining  an 
addition  to  the  powers  of  congress  is  to  make  the  powers  tem- 
porary in  the  first  instance.  If  a  convention  of  the  states  is 
necessary,  its  members  should  be  confined  to  the  revision  of 

*  This  paper,  and  a  letter  which  preceded  it  of  18  August  1785, 1  found  only 
as  copied  Into  the  Letter  Book  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Mawar 
chusctts.  Letter  Bool^  viii.,  204,  205,  210-218. 

t  Bowdoin  to  Maaaachuaetta  Delegates  in  Congress,  24  October  17S5. 
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guch  parts  of  the  confederation  as  are  supposed  defective ;  and 
not  intrusted  with  a  general  revision  of  the  articles  and  the 
right  to  report  a  plan  of  federal  government  essentially  differ- 
ent from  the  republican  form  now  administered."  * 

These  letters  of  Gerry  and  King  met  with  the  concnrrence 
of  Samael  Adams^f  and  had  so  much  weight  with  the  general 
court  as  to  stay  its  further  action.  Kor  did  the  evil  end  there. 
All  the  arguments  and  insinuations  against  a  new  constitution 
as  sure  to  supersede  republican  government  by  a  corrupt  and 
wasteful  aristocracy,  were  carried  into  every  village  in  Massa- 
chusetts, as  the  persistent  judgment  of  their  representatives  in 
congress  with  the  assent  of  the  home  legislature. 

It  remained  to  see  if  anything  could  come  from  negotia- 
tions in  Europe.  A  treaty  with  England  was  in  importance 
paramount  to  all  others.  In  1783  Adams  with  Jay  had  crossed 
the  channel  to  England,  but  had  been  received  with  coldness. 
The  assent  of  the  United  States  to  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  was  long  delayed  by  the  difficulty  of  assembling  in  con- 
gress nine  states  for  its  confirmation.  At  length,  on  the  twelfth 
of  May  1784:,  the  exchange  of  ratifications  took  place  at  Paris, 
The  way  being  thus  opened,  the  three  American  commissioners 
for  negotiating  treaties — Franklin,  John  Adams,  and  Jefferson 
— ^informed  the  duke  of  Dorset,  then  British  ambassador  at 
Paris,  that  they  had  fall  powers  to  negotiate  a  commercial 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and  for  that  end  were  ready  to  repair 
to  London.  The  British  government  consulted  the  English 
merchants  trading  with  North  America ;  and  near  tlie  end  of 
March  of  the  following  year  the  duke  answered:  "I  have 
been  instructed  to  learn  from  you,  gentlemen,  what  is  the  real 
nature  of  the  powers  with  which  you  are  invested ;  whether 
you  are  merely  commissioned  by  congress,  or  have  received 
separate  powers  from  the  separate  states.  The  apparent  deter- 
mination of  the  respective  states  to  regulate  their  own  separate 
interests  renders  it  absolutely  necessary,  toward  forming  a  per- 
manent system  of  commerce,  that  my  court  should  be  informed 
how  far  the  commissioners  can  be  duly  authorized  to  enter  into 

*  Gerry  and  King  to  Governor  Bowdoin,  2  November  1786. 
f  Adams  to  Gerry,  19  September  1786,  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  Gerry  of  6 
September. 
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anj  engagementB  with  Great  Britam,  which  it  may  not  be  in 
the  power  of  anj  one  of  the  states  to  render  totally  fmitless 
and  ineffectnaL" 

When  Franklin,  taking  with  him  the  love  of  France,*  pre- 
pared to  sail  for  America,  congress,  breaking  np  their  triam- 
viral  commission  in  Europe,  appointed  Jefferson  to  be  minister 
to  France,  John  Adams  to  Great  Britain.  Adams  gave  the 
heartiest  welcome  to  his  "old  friend  and  coadjutor,"  in  whom 
he  fonnd  undiminished  "industry,  intelligence,  and  talents," 
and,  full  of  courage  if  not  of  hope,  hastened  to  London.  On 
the  first  day  of  June  Lord  Carmarthen,  the  secretary  of  state, 
presented  him  to  the  king.  Delivering  his  credentials,  he  in 
perfect  sincerity  declared :  "  I  shall  esteem  myself  the  happiest 
of  men  if  I  can  be  instrumental  in  recommending  my  country 
more  and  more  to  your  Majesty's  royal  benevolence,  and  of 
restoring  the  old  good  nature  and  the  old  good  humor  between 
people  who,  though  separated  by  an  ocean  and  under  different 
governments,  have  the  same  language,  a  similar  religion,  and 
kindred  blood." 

The  king  answered  with  more  tremor  than  the  bold  repub- 
lican had  shown:  "I  wish  it  understood  in  America  that  I 
have  done  nothing  in  the  late  contest  but  what  I  thought  my- 
self indispensably  bound  to  do  by  the  duty  which  I  owed  to 
my  people.  I  will  be  very  frank  with  you.  I  was  the  last  to 
consent  to  the  separation;  but,  the  separation  having  been 
made,  I  have  always  said,  as  I  say  now,  that  I  would  be  the 
first  to  meet  the  friendship  of  the  United  States  as  an  independ- 
ent power.  The  moment  I  see  such  sentiments  and  language 
as  yours  prevail,  and  a  disposition  to  give  to  this  country  the 
preference,  that  moment  I  shall  say,  let  the  circumstances  of 
language,  religion,  and  blood  have  their  natural  and  full  ef- 
fect"! 

The  suggestion  of  a  preference  by  treaty  was  out  of  place. 
The  English,  had  it  without  a  treaty  by  their  skill,  the  recipro- 
cal confidence  of  the  merchants  of  tie  two  nations,  and  the 
habits  of  the  Americans  who  were  accustomed  only  to  the  con- 
sumption of  British  goods.    But  a  change  had  come  over  the 

*  RaTneral  to  Franklin,  8  Maj  1186.    Diplomatic  Corrcspondenoc,  ii.,  47. 
'  ^plomatic  Correspondence,  It.,  200,  201. 
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spirit  of  England.  Before  the  end  of  three  years  of  peace,  all 
respect  and  regard  for  America  were  changed  into  bitter  dis- 
content at  its  independence,  and  a  disbelief  in  its  capacity  to 
establish  a  firm  government.  The  national  judgment  and 
popular  voice,  as  expressed  in  pamphlets,  newspapers,  cofiee- 
houses,  the  streets,  and  in  both  houses  of  parliament,  had 
grown  into  an  xmchangeable  determination  to  maintain  against 
them  the  navigation  acts  and  protective  duties,  and  neither  the 
administration  nor  the  opposition  had  a  thought  of  relaxing 
them.  Great  Britain  was  sure  of  its  power  of  attracting 
American  conmierce,  and  believed  that  the  American  states 
were  not,  and  never  could  be,  united.  All  this  had  been  so 
often  affirmed  by  the  refugees,  and  Englishmen  had  so  often 
repeated  them  to  one  another,  that  to  argue  against  it  was  like 
breathing  against  a  trade  wind.  ^^  I  may  reason  till  I  die  to 
no  purpose,"*  wrote  Adams;  "it  is  unanimity  in  America 
which  will  produce  a  fair  treaty  of  commerce."  Yet  he  pre- 
sented to  Carmarthen  a  draft  of  one,  though  without  hope  of 
success.  It  rested  on  principles  of  freedom  and  reciprocity, 
and  the  principles  of  the  armed  neutrality  with  regard  to  neu- 
tral vessels. 

Like  Franklin,  like  Jefferson,  like  Madison,  he  was  at  heart 
for  free  trade.  "  I  should  be  sorry,"  said  he  to  his  friend  Jef- 
ferson, "  to  adopt  a  monopoly,  but,  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
it,  I  would  not  do  things  by  halves."  f  "If  monopolies  and 
exclusions  are  the  only  arms  of  defence  against  monopolies  and 
exclusions,  I  would  venture  upon  them  without  fear  of  offend- 
ing Dean  Tucker  or  the  ghost  of  Doctor  Quesnay."  "But 
means  of  preserving  ourselves  can  never  be  secured  until  con- 
gress shall  be  made  supreme  in  foreign  commerce."  j: 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  August,  when  the  adjournment  of 
parliament  brought  leisure,  Adams,  then  fifty  years  of  age,  met 
the  youthful  prime  minister  of  Britain.  Pitt,  as  any  one  may 
see  in  his  portrait  at  Kensington,  had  in  his  nature  far  more  of 
his  mother  than  of  the  great  Englishman  who  was  his  father. 
He  had  pride,  but  suffered  from  a  feebleness  of  will  which  left 

♦  Adams  to  Jay,  26  June  1785.    Works,  yiii.,  276. 

f  Adams  to  Jefferfon,  7  August  1785.    Works,  tUI.,  202. 

t  Adams  to  John  Jay,  10  Angupt,  ibid.,  299,  800. 
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him  the  prej  of  inferior  men.  His  own  chosen  measures  were 
noble  ones — ^peace,  commercial  relations  with  France,  the  im- 
provement of  the  public  finances,  the  payment  of  the  national 
debt  In  the  ministry  of  Shelbume,  he  had  brought  in  a  bill 
to  promote  commerce  with  America  by  modifying  the  naviga- 
tion act ;  in  his  own  he  abandoned  the  hopeless  attempt. 

Beverting  to  the  treaty  of  commerce  which  Adams  had 
proposed,  Pitt  asked :  "  What  are  the  lowest  terms  which  will 
content  America?"  Adams  replied  that  the  project  he  had 
communicated  would  secure  the  friendship  of  the  United  States 
and  all  the  best  part  of  their  trade ;  the  public  mind  of  Amer- 
ica is  balancing  between  free  trade  and  a  navigation  act ;  md 
the  question  wiU  be  decided  now  by  England;  but  if  the 
Americans  are  driven  to  a  navigation  act,  they  will  become 
attached  to  the  system.  "The  United  States,"  answered  Pitt, 
"  are  forever  become  a  foreign  nation ;  our  navigation  act  would 
not  answer  its  end  if  we  should  dispense  with  it  toward  you." 
"  The  end  of  the  navigation  act,"  replied  Adams,  "  was  to  con- 
fine the  commerce  of  the  colonies  to  the  mother  country ;  if 
carried  into  execution  against  us,  now  that  we  are  become  in- 
dependent, instead  of  confining  our  trade  to  Great  Britain,  it 
will  drive  it  to  other  countries."  "  Yon  allow  we  have  a  right 
to  impose  on  you  our  navigation  act,"  said  Pitt  "  Certainly," 
answered  Adams,  "  and  you  will  allow  we  have  a  correspond- 
ing right"  "  You  cannot  blame  Englishmen,"  said  Pitt,  "for 
being  attached  to  their  ships  and  seamen."  "  Indeed.  I  do 
not,"  answered  Adams ;  "  nor  can  yon  blame  Americans  for 
being  attached  to  theirs."  Pitt  then  asked  plainly :  "  Can  you 
grant  by  treaty  to  England  advantages  which  would  not  be- 
come immediately  the  right  of  France?"  "We  cannot,"  an- 
swered Adams:  "to  the  advantage  granted  to  England  with- 
out a  compensation  France  would  be  entitled  without  a  com- 
pensation; if  an  equivalent  is  stipulated  for,  France,  to  claim 
it,  must  allow  us  the  same  equivalent"  Pitt  then  put  the  ques- 
tion: "What  do  you  think  that  Great  Britain  ought  to  do?" 
And  Adams  answered :  "  This  country  ought  to  prescribe  to 
herself  no  other  rule  than  to  receive  from  America  everything 
she  can  send  as  a  remittance ;  in  which  case  America  will  take 
as  much  of  British  productions  as  she  can  pay  for." 
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There  were  mntual  compLunts  of  failure  in  observing  tlie 
conditions  of  the  peace.  Pitt  frankly  declared  "  the  carrying 
ofi  of  negroes  to  be  so  clearly  against  the  treaty  that  England 
must  satisfy  that  demand;"  but  he  took  no  step  toward  sat- 
isfying it  The  British  government,  yielding  to  the  impor- 
tunity of  merchants,  and  especially  of  far-traders,  kept  posses- 
sion of  the  American  posts  at  the  West.  This  was  a  con- 
tinuance of  war ;  but  Pitt  excused  it  on  the  ground  that,  in 
Virginia  and  at  least  two  other  states,  hindrances  still  remained 
in  the  way  of  British  creditors.  Congress  was  sincere  in  its 
efforts  to  obtain  for  them  relief  in  the  courts  of  the  states ;  but 
it  wanted  power  to  enforce  its  requisitions.  Moreover,  the 
Virginia  legislature,  not  without  a  ground  of  equity,  delayed 
judgment  against  the  Virginia  debtors  until  an  offset  could  be 
made  of  the  indemnity  which  Pitt  himself  had  owned  to  be 
due  to  them  for  property  carried  away  by  the  British  in  disre- 
gard of  the  treaty  of  peace.  The  holding  of  the  western  posts 
had  no  connection  with  this  debt  and  no  proportion  to  it ;  for 
the  profits  of  the  fur  trade,  thus  secured  to  Great  Britain,  in 
each  single  year  very  far  exceeded  the  whole  debt  of  which 
the  collection  was  postponed. 

The  end  of  the  interview  was,  that  Pitt  enforced  the  navi- 
gation acts  of  England  against  America  with  unmitigated  se- 
verity. For  the  western  posts,  Haldimand,  as  his  last  act,  had 
strengthened  the  garrison  at  Oswego,  and  charged  his  suc- 
cessor to  exclude  the  Americans  from  the  enormously  remu- 
nerative commerce  in  furs  by  restricting  transportation  on 
the  lakes  to  British  vessels  alone.^  In  February  of  the  next 
year,  the  British  secretary  of  state  announced  tiiat  the  posts 
would  be  retained  till  justice  should  be  done  to  British  cred- 
itors, f 

"  They  mean,"  wrote  Adams,  "  that  Americans  should  have 
no  ships,  nor  sailors,  to  annoy  their  trade.''  "  Patience  will  do 
no  good ;  nothing  but  reciprocal  prohibitions  and  imposts  will 
have  any  effect."  He  cotmselled  the  United  States  as  their 
only  resource  to  confine  their  exports  to  their  own  ships  and 

♦Haldimand  to  St  Legor,  November  1784 ;  Sidney  to  St.  Leger,  80  April  1786, 
and  other  letters  of  the  like  tenor. 

f  Carmarthen  to  Adams,  28  February  1786. 
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encourage  their  own  manufactures,  though  he  foresaw  that 
these  measures  would  so  annoy  England  as  in  a  few  years  to 
bring  on  the  danger  of  war.  * 

The  French  government  could  not  be  induced  to  change  its 
conmiercial  system  for  the  sake  of  pleasing  the  United  States; 
it  granted  free  ports ;  but  the  Americans  wanted  not  places  of 
deposit  for  their  staples,  but  an  open  market  On  one  point 
only  did  Vergennes  bestow  anxious  attention.  He  feared  the 
United  States  might  grant  favors  to  England ;  and,  at  the  re- 
quest of  France,  congress,  when  preparing  to  treat  with  the 
nations  of  Europe,  gave  assurance  that  it  would  "place  no 
people  on  more  advantageous  ground  than  the  subjects  of  his 
most  Christian  Majesty."  Through  the  French  envoy  in 
America,  Vergennes  answered:  "This  declaration,  founded 
on  the  treaty  of  the  sixth  of  February  1778,  is  very  agree- 
able to  the  king ;  and  you  can  assure  congress  that  the  United 
States  shall  constantly  experience  a  perfect  reciprocity  in 
France."  f 

Jefferson,  as  minister,  obtained  a  great  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  American  oil  manufactured  from  fish ;  :|:  but  he  was 
compelled  to  hear  thrice  over  complaints  that  the  trade  of 
the  United  States  had  not  learned  the  way  to  France ;  and 
thrice  over  that  the  French  government  could  not  depend  on 
engagements  taken  with  the  United  States.  Complaints,  too, 
were  made  of  the  navigation  acts  of  Massachusetts  and  Kew 
Hampshire,  not  without  hints  at  retaliation. 

While  some  of  the  states  of  Europe  forgot  their  early  zeal 
to  form  commercial  relations  with  the  United  States,  the  con- 
vention for  ten  years  with  Frederic  of  Prussia,  to  whose  dis- 
patch, intelligence,  and  decision  Adams  bore  witness,  was  com- 
pleted in  May  1785,  and  in  the  following  May  was  imani- 
mously  ratified  by  congress.  Free  vessels  made  free  goods. 
Arms,  ammunition,  and  military  stores  were  taken  out  of  the 
class  of  contraband.  In  case  of  war  between  these  two  parties, 
merchant  vessels  were  still  to  pass  unmolested.  Privateering 
was  pronounced  a  form  of  piracy.    Citizens  of  the  one  country 

♦  Adams  to  Jay,  80  August  and  15  October  1785.    Works,  rui.,  818  and  821. 
f  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  ii.,  33,  34, 86. 
$  Ibid.,  il,  491, 492. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1785.    REQULATION  OF  OOMMEROE.    FIFTH  CONGRESS.    153 

domiciled  in  the  other  were  to  enjoy  freedom  of  conscience 
and  worship,  and,  in  case  of  war  between  the  two  parties, 
might  still  continue  their  respective  employments. 

Spain  had  anxieties  with  respect  to  its  future  relations  with 
America,  and  thought  proper  to  accredit  an  agent  to  congress ; 
but  neither  with  Spain,  nor  with  France,  nor  with  England 
was  there  the  least  hope  of  forming  liberal  commercial  relations. 
American  diplomacy  had  failed ;  the  attempt  of  the  fifth  con- 
gress to  take  charge  of  commerce  had  failed ;  the  movement  for 
a  federal  convention,  which  was  desired  by  the  mercantile  class 
throughout  the  union,  had  failed ;  but  encouragement  came  from 
South  Carolina.  William  Moultrie,  its  governor,  gave  support 
to  Bowdoin  of  Massachusetts,  saying :  "  The  existence  of  this 
state  with  every  other  as  a  nation  depends  on  the  strength  of 
the  xmion.  Cemented  together  in  one  common  interest,  they 
are  invincible ;  divided,  they  must  fall  a  sacrifice  to  internal 
dissensions  and  foreign  usurpations."  *  The  heart  of  American 
statesmen  beat  high  with  hope  and  resolution.  ^'  It  is  my  first 
wish,"  wrote  Jay,  the  American  secretary  for  foreign  afiairs, 
in  1Y85,  "  to  see  the  United  States  assume  and  merit  the  charac- 
ter of  ONE  OEEAT  NATION."  f  "  It  has  cvcr  been  my  hobby- 
horse," wrote  John  Adams  early  in  1786,  while  minister 
of  the  United  States  in  England,  "to  see  rising  in  Amer- 
ica  an  empire  of  liberty,  and  a  prospect  of  two  or  three  hun- 
dred millions  of  freemen,  without  one  noble  or  one  king 
among  them."  ^ 

The  confederation  framed  a  treaty  with  the  emperor  of 
Morocco ;  it  was  not  rich  enough  to  buy  immunity  for  its  ships 
from  the  corsair  powers  of  Barbary. 

Through  congress  no  hope  for  the  regeneration  of  the 
union  could  be  cherished.  Before  we  look  for  the  light  that 
may  rise  outside  of  that  body,  it  will  be  well  to  narrate  what 
real  or  seeming  obstacles  to  union  were  removed  or  quieted, 
and  what  motives  compelling  the  forming  of  a  new  constitu- 
tion sprung  from  the  impairment  of  the  obligation  of  contracts 
by  the  states. 

♦  MoultHe  to  Bowdo!n,  10  September  1785. 

f  lire  of  John  Jay  by  his  son,  i.,  190. 

X  The  Life  and  Works  of  John  Adams,  ix.,  646. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

OBSTACLES  TO  UNION  BEMOYBD  O^    QUIETED. 

1783-1787. 

The  early  confederacy  of  New  England,  thongli  all  its  colo- 
nies were  non-conformists,  refused  fellowship  to  Bhode  Island 
on  account  of  its  variance  in  dissent  Virginia  and  Maryland 
were  settled  in  connection  with  the  church  of  England,  which 
at  the  period  of  the  revolution  was  still  the  established  church 
of  them  both.  In  the  constitution  of  the  Carolinas  the  philoso- 
pher Locke  introduced  a  clause  for  the  disfranchisement  of 
the  atheist,  not  considering  that  the  power  in  the  magistrate  to 
inflict  a  penalty  on  atheism  implied  the  power  which  doomed 
Socrates  to  drink  poison  and  filled  the  catacombs  of  Borne 
with  the  graves  of  martyrs.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Baptists, 
nurslmgs  of  adversity,  driven  by  persecution  to  find  resources 
within  their  own  souls,  when  they  came  to  found  a  state  in 
America,  rested  it  on  the  truth  that  the  spirit  and  the  mind 
are  not  subordinate  to  the  temporal  power.  For  the  great 
central  state,  the  people  called  Quakers  in  like  manner  affirmed 
the  right  to  spiritual  and  intellectual  liberty,  and  denied  to  the 
magistrate  all  control  over  the  support  of  religion.  To  form  a 
perfect  political  union  it  was  necessary,  in  all  that  relates  to  re- 
ligion, that  state  should  not  be  in  confiict  with  state,  and  that 
every  citizen,  in  the  exercise  of  his  rights  of  intercitizenship, 
should  be  at  his  ease  in  any  state  in  which  he  might  sojourn  or 
abide.  In  a  republican  country  of  wide  extent,  ideas  rule  legis- 
lation ;  and  the  history  of  reform  is  the  lustory  of  thought, 
gaining  strength  as  it  passes  from  mind  to  min(^  till  it  finds  a 
place  in  a  statute.    We  have  now  to  see  how  it  came  to  pass 
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that  the  oldest  state  in  the  union,  first  in  territory  and  in  num- 
bers, and,  from  its  origin,  the  upholder  of  an  established 
church,  renounced  the  support  of  religious  worship  bj  law, 
and  established  the  largest  liberty  of  conscience. 

The  legislature  of  Yirginia,  within  a  half  year  after  the 
declaration  of  independence,  while  it  presented  for  public  con- 
sideration the  idea  of  a  general  assessment  for  the  support  of 
the  Christian  religion,*  exempted  dissenters  from  contributions 
to  the  established  church.  In  1779  this  exemption  was  ex- 
tended to  churchmen,  so  that  the  church  was  disestablished. 
But  the  law  for  religious  freedom,  which  Jefferson  prepared 
as  a  part  of  the  revised  code,  was  submitted  to  the  deliberate 
reflection  of  the  people  before  the  vote  should  be  taken  for  it3 
adoption. 

The  Massachusetts  constitution  of  1780  compelled  every 
member  of  its  legislature  on  taking  his  seat  to  subscribe  a 
declaration  that  he  believed  the  Ohristian  religion.  This  reg- 
ulation Joseph  Hawley,  who  had  been  elected  to  the  first 
senate  of  Massachusetts,  in  a  letter  to  that  body,  sternly  con- 
demned. A  member  of  the  Congregational  church  of  North- 
ampton, severe  in  his  morality,  and  of  unquestioned  ortho- 
doxy, he  called  to  mind  that  the  founders  of  Massachusetts- 
while  church  membership  was  their  condition  for  granting  the 
privilege  of  an  elector,  never  suffered  a  profession  of  the 
Christian  religion  to  be  made  before  a  temporal  court  More- 
over, he  held  the  new  requirement  to  be  against  common  right 
and  the  natural  franchises  of  every  member  of  the  common- 
wealth, t  Ifl  this  way,  from  the  heart  of  rigid  Calvinism  a 
protest  was  heard  against  any  right  in  the  temporal  power  to 
demand  or  to  receive  a  profession  of  faith  in  the  Christian  re- 
ligion. The  church  member  was  subject  to  no  supervision  but 
of  those  with  whom  he  had  entered  into  covenant.  The  tem- 
poral power  might  punish  the  evil  deed,  but  not  punish  or 
even  search  after  the  thought  of  the  mind. 

The  inherent  perverseness  of  a  religious  establishment,  of 
which  a  king  residing  in  another  part  of  the  world  and  en- 
forcing hostile  political  interests  x^as  the  head,  showed  itself  in 

•  HeniDg,  ix.,  166.    Jefferson's  Autobiography. 

t  Joseph  Hawley  to  Massachusetts  Senate,  28  October  1780. 
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Virginia.  The  majority  of  the  legislators  were  still  cliurcli- 
men ;  but  graduallj  a  decided  majority  of  the  people  had 
become  dissenters,  of  whom  the  foremost  were  Baptists  and 
Presbyterians.  When  the  struggle  for  independence  was  ended, 
of  ninety-one  clergymen  of  the  Anglican  church  in  Virginia, 
twenty-eight  only  remained.  One  f onrth  of  the  parishes  had 
become  extinct. 

Churchmen  began  to  fear  the  enfeeblement  of  religion 
from  its  want  of  compulsory  support  and  from  the  excesses  of 
fanaticism  among  dissenters.  These  last  had  made  their  way, 
not  only  without  aid  from  the  state,  but  under  the  burden  of 
supporting  a  church  which  was  not  their  own.  The  church 
which  had  leaned  on  the  state  was  alone  in  a  decline.  The 
system  of  an  impartial  support  by  the  state  of  all  branches  of 
Christians  was  revived  by  members  of  "  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal church,''  as  it  now  began  to  be  called.  Their  petitions^ 
favored  by  Patrick  Henry,  Harrison,  then  governor,  Pendle- 
ton, the  chancellor,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and  many  others  of 
the  foremost  men,  alleged  a  decay  of  public  morals ;  and  the 
remedy  asked  for  was  a  general  assessment,  analogous  to  the 
clause  in  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts  which  enjoined 
upon  its  towns  "  the  maintenance  of  public  Protestant  teachers 
of  piety,  religion,  and  morality."  * 

The  Presbyterians  at  first  were  divided.  Their  clergy,  even 
while  they  held  that  human  legislation  should  concern  human 
affairs  alone,  that  conscience  and  religious  worship  lie  beyond 
its  reach,  accepted  the  measure,  provided  it  should  respect 
every  human  belief,  even  "  of  the  Mussulman  and  the  Qen- 
too."  The  Presbyterian  laity,  accustomed  to  support  their 
own  ministry,  chose  rather  to  continue  to  do  so.  Of  the  Bap- 
tists, alike  ministers  and  people  rejected  any  alliance  with  the 
state. 

Early  in  the  autumnal  session  of  the  legislature  of  1785, 
Patrick  Henry  proposed  a  resolution  for  a  legal  provision  for 
the  teachers  of  lie  Christian  religion.  In  the  absenco  of  Jeffer- 
son, the  opponents  of  the  measure  were  led  by  Madison,  whom 
Witherspoon  had  imbued  with  theological  lore.  The  assess- 
ment bill,  he  said,  exceeds  the  functions  of  civil  authority. 

«  Massachusetts  Declaration  of  Rights,  Article  III.  of  1780 
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The  question  lias  been  stated  as  if  it  were,  is  religion  neces- 
sary? The  tnie  question  is,  are  establisliments  necessary  for 
religion  ?  And  the  answer  is,  thej  corrupt  religion.  The  dif- 
ficulty of  providing  for  the  support  of  religion  is  the  result  of 
the  war,  to  be  remedied  by  voluntary  association  for  religious 
purposes.  In  the  event  of  a  statute  for  the  support  of  the 
Christian  religion,  are  the  courts  of  law  to  decide  what  is 
Christianity  ?  and,  as  a  consequence,  to  decide  what  is  ortho- 
doxy and  what  is  heresy  ?  The  enforced  support  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion  dishonors  Christianity.  Yet,  in  spite  of  all  the 
opposition  that  could  be  mustered,  leave  to'  bring  in  the  bill 
was  granted  by  fortynaeven  votes  against  thirty-two.*  The 
bill,  when  reported,  prescribed  a  general  assessment  on  all  tax- 
able property  for  the  support  of  teachers  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion. Each  person,  as  he  paid  his  tax,  was  to  say  to  which 
society  he  dedicated  it ;  in  case  he  refused  to  do  so,  his  pay- 
ment was  to  be  applied,  toward  the  maintenance  of  a  county 
school  On  the  third  reading  the  bill  received  a  check,  and 
was  ordered  by  a  small  majority  to  be  printed  and  distributed 
for  the  consideration  of  the  people.  Thus  the  people  of  Vir- 
ginia had  before  them  for  their  choice  the  bill  of  the  revised 
code  for  establishing  religious  freedom,  and  the  plan  of  de- 
sponding churchmen  for  supporting  religion  by  a  general 
assessment 

All  the  state,  from  the  sea  to  the  mountains  and  beyond 
them,  was  alive  with  the  discussion.  Madison,  in  a  remon- 
strance addressed  to  the  legislature,  imbodied  all  that  could  be 
said  against  the  compulsory  maintenance  of  Christianity  and 
in  behalf  of  religious  freedom  as  a  natural  right,  the  glory  of 
Christianity  itself,  the  surest  method  of  supporting  religion, 
and  the  only  way  to  produce  moderation  and  harmony  among 
its  several  sects.  George  Mason,  who  was  an  enthusiast  for 
entire  freedom,  asked  of  Washington  his  opinion,  and  received 
for  answer  that  ^^  no  man's  sentiments  were  more  opposed  to 
any  kind  of  restraint  upon  religious  principles."  "While  he 
was  not  among  those  who  were  so  much  alarmed  at  the  thought 
of  making  people  of  the  denominations  of  Christians  pay  to- 
ward the  support  of  that  denomination  which  they  professed, 
*  Madison  to  Jefferson,  9  January  1785.    Madison,  L,  ISa 
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provided  Jews,  Mahometans,  and  others  who  were  not  Chris- 
tians, might  obtain  proper  relief,  his  advice  was  given  in  these 
words :  ^'  As  the  matter  now  stands,  I  wish  an  assessment  had 
never  been  agitated ;  and,  as  it  has  gone  so  far,  that  the  bill 
conld  die  an  easy  death."  * 

The  general  committee  of  the  Baptists  unanimously  ap. 
pointed  a  delegate  to  remonstrate  with  the  general  assembly 
against  the  assessment,  and  they  resolved  that  no  human  laws 
ought  to  be  established  for  that  purpose;  that  every  free  per- 
son ought  to  be  free  in  matters  of  religion,  f  The  general 
convention  of  the  Presbyterian  church  prayed  the  legislature 
expressly  that  the  bill  concerning  religious  freedom  might  be 
passed  into  a  law  as  the  best  safeguard  then  attainable  for  their 
religious  rights.  1^ 

When  the  legislature  of  Yirginia  assembled,  no  one  was 
willing  to  bring  forward  the  assessment  bill,  and  it  was  never 
heard  of  more.  Out  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  articles  of 
the  revised  code  which  were  then  reported,  Madison  selected 
for  immediate  consideration  the  one  which  related  to  religious 
freedom.  The  people  of  Virginia  had  held  it  under  delibera- 
tion for  six  years ;  in  December  1785  it  passed  the  house  by  a 
vote  of  nearly  four  to  one.  Attempts  in  the  senate  for  amend- 
ment produced  only  insignificant  changes  in  the  preamble,  and 
on  the  sixteenth  of  January  1786  Virginia  placed  among  its 
statutes  the  very  words  of  the  original  draft  by  Jefferson  with 
the  hope  that  they  would  endure  forever:  "No  man  shall 
be  compelled  to  fiiequent  or  support  any  religious  worship, 
place,  or  ministry  whatsoever,  nor  shall  suffer  on  account  of 
his  religious  opinions  or  belief ;  opinion  in  matters  of  religion 
shall  in  no  wise  diminish,  enlarge,  or  affect  civil  capacities. 
The  rights  hereby  asserted  are  of  the  natural  rights  of  man- 
kind." *> 

"  Thus,"  says  Madison,  "  in  Virginia  was  extinguished  for- 
ever the  ambitious  hope  of  making  laws  for  the  human  mind." 
The  principle  on  which  religious  liberty  was  settled  in  Virginia 
prevailed  at  once  in  Maryland.    In  every  other  American 

•  Washington  to  George  Mason,  8  October  17S6.    Sparks,  ix.,  13T. 
t  Semple^fl  History  of  the  Baptists,  etc.,  11 ;  Foote's  Sketches  of  Virginia, 
844  X  Madison,  i^  218.  •  Hening,  xii.,  86. 
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state  oppressive  statutes  concerning  religion  fell  into  disnse  and 
were  gradnally  repealed.  Survivals  may  still  be  found,  as  in 
nature  we  in  this  day  meet  with  survivals  of  an  earlier  geo- 
logical period.  It  had  been  foreseen  that  ^^  the  happy  conse- 
quences of  the  grand  experiment  on  the  advantages  which 
accompany  tolerance  and  liberty  would  not  be  limited  to 
America."  *  The  statute  of  Virginia,  translated  into  French 
and  into  ItaliaD,  was  widely  circulated  through  Europe.  A 
part  of  the  work  of  "  the  noble  army  of  martyrs '*  was  done. 

During  the  colonial  period  the  Anglican  establishment  was 
feared,  because  its  head  was  an  external  temporal  power  en- 
gaged in  the  suppression  of  colonial  liberties,  and  was  favored 
by  the  officers  of  that  power  even  to  the  disregard  of  justice. 
Kational  independence  and  religious  freedom  dispelled  the  last 
remnant  of  jealousy.  The  American  branch  at  first  thought 
it  possible  to  perfect  their  organization  by  themselves;  but 
they  soon  preferred  as  their  starting-point  a  final  fraternal  act 
of  the  church  of  England.  No  part  of  the  country,  no  sect, 
no  person  showed  a  disposition  to  thwart  them  in  tiieir  pur- 
pose ;  and  no  one  complained  of  the  unofficial  agency  of  Jay, 
the  American  minister  of  foreign  afiEairs  at  home,  and  of  John 
Adams,  the  American  minister  in  London,  in  aid  of  their  de- 
sire, which  required  the  consent  of  the  British  parliament  and 
a  consecration  by  the  Anglican  hierarchy.  Their  wish  having 
been  fulfilled  in  the  form  to  which  all  of  them  gave  assent 
and  which  many  of  them  regarded  as  indispensable,  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  church  of  the  United  States  moved  onward 
with  a  life  of  its  own  to  the  position  which  it  could  never  have 
gained  but  by  independence.  For  America  no  bishop  was  to 
be  chosen  at  the  dictation  of  a  temporal  power  to  electors  un- 
der the  penalty  of  high  treason  for  disobedience ;  no  advowson 
of  church  livings  could  be  tolerated ;  no  room  was  left  for 
simony ;  no  tenure  of  a  ministiy  as  a  life  estate  was  endured 
where  a  sufficient  reason  required  a  change ;  the  laity  was  not 
represented  by  the  highest  officer  of  state  and  the  legislature, 
but  stood  for  itself ;  no  alteration  of  prayer,  or  creed,  or  gov- 
ernment could  be  introduced  by  the  temporal  chief,  or  by  that 
chief  and  the  legislature.    The  rule  of  the  church  proceeded 

*  Luzerne  to  BajnieTBl,  9  November  1784. 
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from  its  own  living  power  representing  all  its  members.  The 
Protestant  Episcopal  congregations  in  the  several  United  States 
of  America,  including  the  clergy  of  Connecticut  who  at  first 
went  a  way  of  their  own,  soon  fell  into  the  custom  of  meeting 
in  convention  as  one  church,  and  gave  a  new  bond  to  union. 
Since  the  year  1785  they  have  never  asked  of  any  American 
government  a  share  in  any  general  assessment,  and  have  grown 
into  greatness  by  self-reliance. 

The  acknowledged  independence  of  the  United  States 
called  suddenly  into  a  like  independeuce  a  new  and  self -created 
rival  Episcopal  church,  destined  to  spread  its  branches  far  and 
wide  over  the  land  with  astonishing  rapidity.  Out  of  a  society 
of  devout  and  studious  scholars  in  the  University  of  Oxford, 
within  less  than  sixty  years,  grew  the  society  of  Methodists. 
As  some  of  the  little  republics  of  ancient  time  selected  one 
man  as  their  law-giver,  as  all  men  on  board  a  ship  trust  im- 
plicitly to  one  commander  during  the  period  of  the  voyage, 
so  the  Methodist  connection  in  its  beginning  left  to  John  Wes- 
ley to  rule  them  as  he  would.  Its  oldest  society  in  the  states 
was  at  New  York,  and  of  the  year  1766.  In  1772  Wesley  ap- 
pointed, as  his  "general  assistant"  in  America,*  Francis  As- 
bury,  a  missionary  from  England,  a  man  from  the  people,  who 
had  "  much  wisdom  and  meekness ;  and  under  all  this,  though 
hardly  to  be  perceived,  much  command  and  authority."  f 

Wesley  never  yielded  to  the  temptation  to  found  a  sepa- 
rate church  within  British  dominions,  and  during  the  war  of 
American  independence  used  his  influence  to  keep  the  societies 
which  he  governed  from  renouncing  their  old  allegiance.  But 
no  sooner  had  the  people  of  the  United  States  been  recognised 
as  a  nation  by  the  king  of  England  himself,  and  the  movement 
to  found  an  American  episcopacy  had  begun,  than  he  burst 
the  bonds  that  in  England  held  him  from  schism,  and  resolved 
to  get  the  start  of  the  English  hierarchy.  In  October  1783, 
in  a  general  epistle,  he  peremptorily  directed  his  American 
brethren  to  receive  "  Francis  Asbury  as  the  general  assistant."  :j: 

For  nearly  forty  years  Wesley  had  been  persuaded  that  the 
apostolical  succession  is  a  "  fable  " ;  that  "  bishops  and  presby- 

•  Asbury's  Journal,  10  October  1772.  f  Coke*8  Journal,  16. 

X  Weslej  to  the  brethren  in  America,  3  October  1783. 
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ters  are  the  same  order,  and  have  the  same  right  to  ordain.'' 
He  looked  upon  himself  to  be  as  much  a  bishop  ^^  as  any  man 
in  Europe,"  though  he  nerer  allowed  any  one  to  call  him  by 
that  name.  In  his  service  for  the  Methodists  he  substituted 
the  word  elders  for  priests,  and  superintendents  for  bishops. 
He,  therefore,  did  not  scruple,  on  the  second  day  of  Septem- 
ber 1784,  himself,  in  his  own  private  room  at  Bristol,  in  Eng- 
land, assisted  by  Coke  and  another  English  presbyter,  to  or- 
dain two  persons  as  ministers,  and  then  he,  with  the  assistance 
of  other  ministers  ordained  by  himself,  equal  at  least  in  num- 
ber to  the  requisition  of  the  canon,  did,  ^^  by  the  imposition  of 
his  hands  and  prayer,  set  apart  Thomas  Coke,  a  presbyter  of 
the  church  of  England,  as  a  superintendent,  and,  under  his 
hand  and  seal,  recommended  him  to  whom  it  might  concern 
as  a  fit  person  to  preside  over  the  flock  of  Christ."  It  is  Coke 
himseM  who  writes  of  Wesley:  "He  did,  indeed,  solemnly 
invest  me,  as  far  as  he  had  a  right  so  to  do,  with  episcopal 
authority."  *  Eight  days  later,  in  a  general  epistle,  he  thus 
addressed  Thomas  Coke,  Francis  Asbury,  and  tlie  brethren  in 
North  America :  "  By  a  very  uncommon  train  of  providences, 
provinces  in  North  America  are  erected  into  independent 
states.  The  English  government  has  no  authority  over  them, 
either  civil  or  ecclesiastical.  Bishops  and  presbyters  are  the 
same  order,  and  consequently  of  the  same  right  to  ordain.  In 
America  there  are  no  bishops  who  have  a  legal  jurisdiction. 
Here,  therefore,  my  scruples  are  at  an  end.  I  have  according- 
ly appointed  Dr.  Coke  and  Mr.  Francis  Asbury  to  be  joint 
superintendents  over  our  brethren  in  North  America.  I  can- 
not see  a  more  rational  and  scriptural  way  of  feeding  and  guid- 
ing those  poor  sheep  in  the  wilderness.  As  our  American 
brethren  are  now  totally  disentangled  both  from  the  state  and 
from  the  English  hierarchy,  we  dare  not  entangle  them  again 
either  with  the  one  or  the  other.  They  are  now  at  full  liberty 
simply  to  follow  the  Scriptures  and  the  primitive  church,  and 
we  judge  it  best  that  they  should  stand  fast  in  that  liberty 
wherewith  God  has  so  strangely  made  them  free." 

Nor  did  Wesley  neglect  to  frame  from  the  Anglican  Book 
of  Common  Prayer  a  revised  liturgy  for  the  new  church, 


•  Cdce  to  Bishop  White,  24  April  1791,  in  White's  Mcmoirt,  424. 
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and  a  creed  from  which  the  article  on  predefitination  was  left 
out 

On  the  eighteenth  of  September,  about  two  months  before 
the  nonjuring  bishops  of  Scotland  consecrated  a  bishop  for 
Connecticut,  Coke,  the  first  Methodist  "superintendent"  for 
America,  was  on  the  water,  emulous  of  the  glory  of  Francis 
Xavier.  "Oh,  for  a  soul  like  hisl"  he  cried.  "I  seem  to 
want  the  wings  of  an  eagle  or  the  voice  of  a  trumpet,  that  I 
may  proclaim  the  gospel  through  the  east  and  the  west,  and 
the  north  and  the  south."  Arriving  in  New  York,  he  ex- 
plained to  the  preacher  stationed  at  that  place  the  new  r^ula- 
tion,  and  received  for  answer :  "  Mr.  Wesley  has  determined 
the  point ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  investigated,  but  com- 
pUedwith."* 

Coke  journeyed  at  once  toward  Baltimore,  where  Asbuiy 
had  his  station.  At  Dover,  in  Delaware,  "  he  met  with  Free- 
bom  Garretson,  an  excellent  young  man,  all  meekness  and 
love,  and  yet  all  activity."  On  Sunday,  the  fourteenth  of 
November,  the  day  on  which  a  bishop  for  Connecticut  was 
consecrated  at  Aberdeen,  he  preached  in  a  chapel  in  the  midst 
of  a  forest  to  a  noble  congregation.  After  the  service,  a  plain, 
robust  man  came  up  to  him  in  the  pulpit  and  kissed  him.  He 
was  not  deceived  when  he  thought  it  could  be  no  other  than 
Francis  Asbury,  who  had  collected  there  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  preachers  in  counciL  The  plan  of  Wesley  pleased  them 
all.  At  the  instance  of  Asbury  it  was  resolved  to  hold  a  gen- 
eral conference;  and  "they  sent  ofiE  Freeborn  Garretson  like 
an  arrow  from  north  to  south,  directing  him  to  dispatch  mes- 
sengers right  and  left  and  gather  all  the  preachers  together  at 
Baltimore  on  Christmas  eve."  f 

Thence  Coke  moved  onward,  baptizing  adults  and  infants, 
preaching  sometimes  in  a  churdii,  though  it  would  not  hold 
half  the  persons  who  wished  to  hear ;  sometimes  at  the  door 
of  a  cottage  when  the  church-door  was  locked  against  him.  j: 

On  Christmas  eve,  at  Baltimore,  began  the  great  conference 
which  organized  the  Methodists  of  America  as  a  separate  fold  in 
the  one  "  flock  of  Christ"  Of  the  eighty-one  American  preach- 
ers, nearly  sisty  were  present,  most  of  them  young.    Here  Coke 

«  Coke's  First  Joamal,  1, 18.  f  Coke*8  Journal,  10.  t  ^^*  27- 
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took  his  seat  as  saperintendent ;  and  here,  joining  to  himself 
two  elders,  he  set  apart  Francis  Asborj  as  a  deacon  and  on  the 
next  day  as  an  elder.  Here  eleyen  or  more  persons  were  elected 
elders,  and  aU  of  them  who  were  present  were  consecrated ;  here 
Asburjr,  who  refused  to  receive  the  office  of  superintendent  at 
the  will  of  Wesley  alone,  was  nnanimously  ^^  elected  bishop  or 
superintendent  by  the  soSrages  of  the  whole  body  of  Method- 
ist ministers  through  the  continent,  assembled  in  general  con- 
ference ; "  and  here  Coke,  obeying  the  directions  of  Wesley, 
took  to  himself  at  least  the  canonical  number  of  presbyters, 
and  ordained  him,  Francis  Asbury,  as  ^^a  superintendent  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  America."  *  In  the  or- 
dination sermon  delivered  on  that  day  and  published  at  the 
time,  Coke  asserts  lus  own  ^^  right  to  exercise  the  episcc^pal 
office,"  and  defines  the  title  of  superintendent  as  the  equivalent 

of  "bishop."  t 

In  April  1785  Coke  began  to  exhort  the  Methodist  socie- 
ties in  Yirginia  to  emancipate  their  slaves,  and  bore  public 
testimony  against  slavery  and  against  slave-holding.  It  pro- 
voked the  unawakened  to  combine  against  him ;  but  one  of 
the  brethren  gave  liberty  to  his  eight  slaves.  In  North  Caro- 
lina, where  the  laws  of  the  state  forbade  any  to  emancipate 
their  negroes,  the  Methodist  conference  drew  up  a  petition  to 
the  assembly,  entreating  them  to  authorize  those  who  were  so 
disposed  to  set  them  free.  Asbury  visited  the  governor  and 
gained  him  over.  X  At  the  Virginia  conference  in  May  they 
formed  a  petition,  of  which  a  copy  was  given  to  eveiy  preacher, 
inviting  the  general  assembly  of  Yirginia  to  pass  a  law  for  the 
immediate  or  gradual  emancipation  of  all  slaves.  For  this 
they  sought  the  signature  of  freeholders.  And  yet  in  June 
the  conference  thought  it  prudent  to  suspend  the  minute  con- 
cerning slaveiy  on  account  of  the  great  opposition  given  it, 
"  our  work,"  they  said,  "  being  in  too  infantile  a  state  to  push 
things  to  extremity." 

The  Methodist  itinerant  ministers  learned  to  love  more  and 
more  "a  romantic  way  of  life,"  "  the  preaching  to  large  con- 

•  Coke's  certificate,  27  December  1784. 

t  Coke  in  Tyennan*8  life  and  Times  of  John  Wesley,  ill.,  487. 

t  Coke's  First  JoanuU,  37. 
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gr^tionB  in  the  midst  of  great  forests  with  scores  of  horses 
tied  to  the  trees."  They  had  delight  in  the  beauties  of  l^atore, 
and  knew  how  to  extract  ^^  from  them  aU  the  sweetness  they 
are  capable  of  yielding."  The  Methodists  did  not  come  to 
rend  an  empire  in  twain,  nor  to  begin  a  long  series  of  wars 
which  should  shatter  the  civil  and  the  religious  hierarchies  of 
former  centuries,  nor  to  tumble  down  ancient  orders  by  some 
new  aristocracy  of  the  elect  Ayoiding  metaphysical  contro- 
versy and  wars  of  revolution,  they  came  in  an  age  of  tran- 
quillity when  the  feeling  for  that  which  is  higher  than  man 
had  grown  dull;  and  they  claimed  it  as  their  mission  to 
awaken  conscience,  to  revive  religion,  to  substitute  glowing 
affections  for  the  calm  of  indifference.  They  stood  in  the 
mountain  forests  of  the  Alleghanies  and  in  the  plains  beyond 
them,  ready  to  kindle  in  emigrants,  who  might  come  without 
hymn-book  or  bible,  their  own  vivid  sense  of  religion ;  and 
their  leaders  received  from  all  parts,  especially  from  Kentucky, 
most  cheering  letters  concerning  the  progress  of  the  cause  in 
the  ^^new  western  world."  At  peace  with  the  institutions  of 
the  country  in  which  they  prospered,  they  were  the  ready 
friends  to  union. 

America  was  most  thoroughly  a  Protestant  country.  The 
whole  number  of  Catholics  within  the  thirteen  states,  as  re- 
ported by  themselves,  about  the  year  1784,  was  thirty-two 
thousand  five  hundred.  Twenty  thousand,  of  whom  eight 
thousand  were  slaves,  dwelt  in  Maryland.  The  four'southem- 
most  states  had  but  two  thousand  five  hundred ;  Kew  England 
but  six  hundred;  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  collectively, 
only  seventeen  hundred.  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  lands 
of  tolerance,  had  seven  thousand  seven  hundred.  The  French 
Catholics  settled  between  the  western  boxmdary  of  the  states 
and  the  Mississippi  were  estimated  at  twelve  thousand  more.* 

The  rancor  of  the  Jesuits  against  the  house  of  Bourbon 
for  exiling  them  from  France  and  Spain  was  relentless.  The 
Soman  Catholic  clergy  in  the  insurgent  British  colonies  had 
been  superintended  by  a  person  who  resided  in  London ;  and 
during  the  war  they  were  directed  by  Jesuits  who  favored  the 
British.  The  influences  which  in  South  America  led  to  most 
*  Marbols  to  Yergennea,  27  March  1786. 
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dlsafitroTis  results  for  Spain  were  of  little  consequence  in  the  * 
United  States.  It  was  Franklin's  desire  to  do  away  with  this  - 
influence  unfriendly  to  France.  The  Soman  see  proceeded 
with  caution ;  and  a  letter  from  its  nuncio  at  Paris,  on  the 
appointment  of  a  bishop  in  the  United  States,  was  communi- 
cated to  congress.  In  May  1784  they,  in  reply,  expressed  a 
readiness  to  testify  respect  to  the  soyereign  and  ike  state  rep- 
resented by  the  nuncio,  but,  disarowing  jurisdiction  over  a 
purely  spiritual  subject,  referred  him  to  the  several  states  indi- 
viduflJly.* 

The  British  crown,  and,  at  a  later  period,  British  legislar 
tion,  had  arbitrarily  changed  the  grants  of  territoiy  held  under 
the  several  colonial  charters.  Nearly  three  years  before  the 
preliminary  treaty  of  peace,  New  York,  to  facilitate  union 
among  the  United  States  of  America,  led  the  way  of  relin- 
quishing pretensions  to  any  part  of  the  lands  acquired  by  the 
treaty  of  peace.  Virginia,  which  had  a  better  claim  to  west- 
em  territory,  resigned  it  for  the  like  purpose,  reserving  only  a 
tract  between  the  Scioto  and  the  Miami  as  an  indemnity  for 
the  expenses  of  its  conquest.  Massachusetts  persisted  in  no 
claim  except  to  the  ownership  of  lands  in  New  York.  The 
charter  of  Connecticut  carried  its  line  all  the  way  to  the  Pacific 
ocean ;  with  great  wariness  Soger  Sherman,  so  Grayson  relates, 
connected  the  cession  of  the  claims  of  his  state  with  the  re- 
serve of  a  district  in  the  north-east  of  Ohio.  The  right  of 
Connecticut  to  a  reservation  was  denied  by  Grayson,  and,  in 
Sherman's  absence  from  congress,  stoutly  and  successfully  de- 
fended by  Johnson.  A  small  piece  of  land  between  the  line 
of  New  York  and  the  eastern  line  of  the  Connecticut  reserve 
remained  to  the  United  States.  Pennsylvania  purchased  the 
land  and  obtained  of  congress  a  willing  cession  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion, thus  gaining  access  to  the  lake  and  the  harbor  of  Erie. 
South  Carolina  had  certain  undefined  rights  to  territory  in  the 
West;  she  ceded  them  without  qualification  to  the  United 
States.  The  rights  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Georgia 
to  extend  to  the  Mississippi,  like  the  right  of  Massachusetts  to 
the  lands  in  Maine,  were  unquestioned.    In  this  manner  the 

*  Franklbi's  Works,  ix.,  648.    Diplomatic  Ck)rre8poiidenoe,  iv.,  168, 169.    Se- 
cret JournaU  of  Congress,  iii.,  498. 
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public  domain,  instead  of  exciting  animosities  and  conflicting 
claims  between  rival  states  or  between  individoal  states  and 
the  general  interest^  served  onlj  to  bind  the  members  of  the 
confederacy  more  closely  together  by  securing  one  vast  terri- 
toiy  in  the  West  extending  from  the  Ohio  to  the  Lake  of  the 
iWoods^  to  be  flUed,  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  alike 
by  emigrants  from  them  alL 

A  more  serious  matter  was  that  of  the  customs.  New 
Tork  had  yielded  to  the  temptation  to  establish  a  custom-house 
for  the  sole  benefit  of  its  own  treasury.  Bichard  Henry  Lee 
taught  the  authors  of  the  measure  that  they  were  defending 
the  rights  of  the  states,  and  preservii^  congress  from  the  cor- 
rupting influence  of  an  independent  revenue.  Comforted  by 
these  opinions  of  an  eminent  statesman  whom  congress  had 
raised  to  its  presidency,  New  York  persisted  in  treating  the 
revenue  levied  on  the  commerce  of  its  port  as  its  own ;  and 
here  was  a  real  impediment  to  union. 

Sadder  was  the  institution  of  slavery;  for  the  conflicting 
opinions  and  interests  involved  in  its  permanence  could  never 
be  reconciled. 
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CHAPTEB  VL 

state  laws  dcfaibina  the  obligation  07  coirtraots  fboye 
the  need  07  an  oyebbuling  union. 

Be70ee  May  1787. 

A  BRILLIANT  artist  has  painted  Fortune  as  a  beantiful 
woman  enthroned  on  a  globe,  which  for  the  moment  is  at  rest, 
bnt  is  ready  to  roll  at  the  slightest  touch.  A  comitry  whose 
people  are  marked  by  incentive  genins,  industry,  and  skill, 
whose  immense  domain  is  exuberantly  fertile,  whose  abounding 
products  the  rest  of  the  world  cannot  dispense  with,  may  hold 
her  fast,  and  seat  her  immovably  on  a  pedestal  of  four  square 
sides. 

The  thirteen  American  states  had  a  larger  experience  of 
the  baleful  consequences  of  paper  money  than  all  the  world 
besides.  As  each  of  them  had  a  legislation  of  its  own,  the 
laws  were  as  variant  as  they  were  inconyenient  and  unjust. 
The  shining  had  differing  rates  from  its  sterling  value  to  an 
eighth  of  a  dollar.  Tho  confusion  in  computing  the  worth  of 
the  currency  of  one  state  in  that  of  another  was  hopelessly 
increased  by  the  laws,  which  discriminated  between  difEerent 
kinds  of  paper  issued  by  the  same  state;  so  that  a  volume 
could  hardly  hold  the  tables  of  the  reciprocal  rates  of  exchange. 
Moreover,  any  man  loaning  money  or  making  a  contract  in 
his  own  state  or  in  another,  was  liable  at  any  time  to  loss  by 
some  fitful  act  of  separata  legislation.  The  necessity  of  pro- 
viding effectually  for  the  security  of  private  rights  and  the 
steady  dispensation  of  justice,  more,  perhaps,  than  anything 
else,  brought  about  the  new  constitution.* 

*  GUpin,  804 ;  ElUot,  16S. 
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No  sooner  had  tlie  cry  of  the  martyrs  of  Lexington  reached 
Connecticut  than  its  legislature  put  forth  paper  money  for 
war  expenses,  and  continued  to  do  so  till  October  1777.  These 
were  not  made  legal  tender  in  private  transactions,*  and  there 
were  no  other  issues  till  1780. 

In  October  of  that  year  the  legislature  of  the  state,  once 
for  all,  interposed  itself  between  the  creditor  and  debtor.  It 
discriminated  between  contracts  that  were  rightly  to  be  paid 
in  gold  and  silver  and  contracts  understood  to  be  made  in 
paper  currency,  whether  of  the  continent  or  of  the  state.  A 
pay-table  for  settling  the  progressive  rate  of  depreciation  was 
constructed;  and,  to  avoid  the  injustice  which  might  come 
from  a  strict  application  of  the  laws,  it  gave  to  the  court  au- 
thority through  referees,  or,  if  either  party  refused  a  reference, 
by  itself,  to  take  all  circumstances  into  consideration,  and  to 
determine  tlie  case  according  to  the  rules  of  equity.f 

In  this  wise  the  relations  between  debtor  and  creditor  in 
Connecticut  were  settled  summarily  and  finally,  and  no  room 
left  for  rankling  discontent.  The  first  of  the  New  England 
states  to  issue  paper  money  on  the  sudden  call  to  arms  was  the 
first  to  return  to  the  use  of  coin.  The  wide-spread  move- 
ments of  1786  for  the  issue  of  paper  money  never  prevailed 
within  its  borders.  Its  people,  as  they  were  frugal,  indus- 
trious, and  honest,  dwelt  together  in  peace,  while  other  states 
were  rent  by  faction. 

Massachusetts,  after  the  downfall  of  the  continental  paper, 
returned  to  the  sole  use  of  gold  and  silver  in  contracts ;  but 
its  statesmen  had  before  them  a  most  diflScult  task,  for  the  peo- 
ple had  been  tempted  by  the  low  prices  of  foreign  goods  to 
run  into  debt,  and  their  resources,  from  the  interruption  of 
their  sale  of  ships  and  fish-oil  in  England,  of  fish  and  lumber 
in  the  British  "West  Indies,  and  from  the  ruin  of  home  manu- 
facturers by  the  cheapness  of  foreign  goods,  were  exhausted. 
"While  it  established  its  scale  of  depreciation,  it  did  not,  like 
Connecticut,  order  an  impartial  and  definitive  settlement  be- 
tween the  creditor  and  debtor,  but  dallied  with  danger.  In 
July  1782  it  allowed,  for  one  year,  judgments  to  be  satisfied 

•  BronBon*B  Ck>imectiout  Currency,  18Y. 
f  Laws  of  Connecticut,  ed.  17Sd,  49,  50. 
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by  the  tender  of  neat  cattle  or  other  enumerated  articles  at  an 
appraisement ;  but  the  creditor  had  only  to  wait  till  the  year 
should  expire.  Repeated  temporary  stay-laws  gave  no  real  re- 
lief ;  they  flattered  and  deceived  the  hope  of  the  debtor,  exas- 
perating alike  him  and  his  creditor.*  But  when,  in  May  1786, 
a  petition  was  presented  from  towns  in  Bristol  county  for  an 
emission  of  paper  money,  out  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
members  in  the  house  of  representatives,  it  received  only  nine- 
teen votes,  and  only  thirty-five  out  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  supported  the  plan  of  making  real  and  personal  estate  a 
tender  on  an  appraisement  in  discharge  of  an  execution. 

In  like  manner  New  Hampshire,  after  the  peace,  shunned 
the  emission  of  paper  money.  Its  people  sufiered  less  than 
Massachusetts,  because  they  were  far  less  in  debt 

Alone  of  the  New  England  states,  Ehode  Island,  after  the 
peace,  resumed  the  attempt  to  legislate  value  into  paper.  The 
question  had  divided  the  electors  of  the  state  into  political 
parties ;  the  farmers  in  the  villages  were  arrayed  against  the 
merchants  and  traders  of  the  larger  towns;  and  in  May  1786, 
after  a  hard  contest,  the  party  in  favor  of  paper  money,  with 
John  Collins  for  governor,  came  into  power. 

In  all  haste  the  legislature  authorized  the  issue  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  to  be  loaned  out  to  any  man  of  Rhode 
Island  at  four  per  cent  for  seven  years,  after  which  one  sev- 
enth was  to  be  repaid  annually.  These  bills  were  made  a  legal 
tender  except  for  debts  due  to  charitable  corporations.  A 
large  part  of  the  debt  of  the  state  was  paid  in  them. 

To  escape  the  veiy  heavy  fine  for  refusing  to  sell  goods  for 
paper  as  the  full  equivalent  of  specie,t  the  merchants  of  New- 
port closed  their  shops.  The  act  speedily  provoked  litigation. 
In  September  a  complaint  was  made  against  a  butcher  for  re- 
fusing to  receive  paper  at  par  in  payment  for  meat.  The 
case  was  tried  before  a  full  bench  of  the  five  judges.  Vamum 
in  an  elaborate  argument  set  forth  the  unconstitutionality  of 
the  law  and  its  danger  as  a  precedent.  Ghxxiwin  answered 
that  it  conflicted  with  nothing  in  the  charter,  which  was  the 
f  undamontal  law  of  Rhode  Island.    Judge  Howell  the  next 

*  Minot*B  losurrection  of  Massachusetts,  14. 
f  Compare  Otto  to  Vcrgenncs,  6  August  1786, 
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monung,  deliyering  the  nnanimons  opinion  of  the  conrti  de- 
clared the  acts  nnconstitational  and  void,  and  dismissed  the 
case  as  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  At  the  de- 
cision, one  universal  shout  of  joy  rang  through  the  court-house. 
The  assembly  of  Rhode  Island  summoned  the  judges  to  assign 
the  reasons  for  their  judgment  Three  of  tiie  five  obeyed 
the  summons.  At  the  next  session  of  the  legislature  Howell, 
with  two  associates,  defended  the  opinion  of  the  bench  and 
denied  the  accountability  of  the  supreme  judiciary  to  the 
general  assembly.  The  assembly  resolved  that  no  satisfactory 
reasons  had  been  rendered  by  the  bench  for  its  judgment,  and 
discharged  them  from  further  attendance. 

New  York  successfully  extricated  itself  from  the  confusion 
of  continental  and  state  paper  money;  but  in  April  of  the 
fatal  year  1788  its  legislature,  after  long  debates,  made  re- 
markable by  the  remonstrances  of  Duer,  voted  to  emit  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit  The  money  so 
emitted  was  receivable  for  duties,  and  was  made  a  le^al  tender 
in  all  suits.^ 

In  the  council  of  revision  strong  but  not  successful  objec- 
tions were  raised.  Livingston,!  the  chanc3llor,  set  forth  that 
a  scarcity  of  money  can  be  remedied  only  by  industry  and 
economy,  not  by  laws  that  foster  idleness  and  dissipation ;  that 
the  bill,  under  the  appearance  of  relief,  would  add  to  the  dis- 
tress of  the  debtor;  that  it  at  the  same  instant  solicited  and 
destroyed  credit ;  that  it  would  cause  the  taxes  and  debts  of 
the  state  to  the  United  States  to  be  paid  in  paper.  Hobart, 
one  of  the  justices,  reported  that  it  would  prove  an  unwar- 
rantable interference  in  private  contracts,  and  to  this  objection 
Livingston  gave  his  adhesion.  Morris,  the  chief  justice,  ob- 
jected to  receiving  the  bills  in  the  custom-house  treasury  as 
money,  and  held  that  the  enactment  would  be  working  iniquity 
by  the  aid  of  law ;  but  a  veto  was  not  agreed  upon.  $ 

Livingston,  the  governor  of  New  Jersey,  communicating  to 
its  legislature,  in  May  1783,  the  tidings  of  peace,  said :  "  Let  us 
show  ourselves  worthy  of  freedom  by  an  inflexible  attachment 

*  Jones  and  Varick*8  New  York  Uws,  ed.  17S9,  283. 

f  Street's  Council  of  Rerision  of  the  State  of  New  Tork,  409. 

t  Street's  Connoil  of  Berision  of  the  Sute  of  New  York,  412, 415. 
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to  public  faith  and  national  honor;  let  ub  establish  onr  charac- 
ter as  a  Bovereiga  state  ^  on  the  only  durable  basis  of  impartial 
and  uniyersal .  justice.''  The  legislature  responded  to  his  words 
bj  authorizing  the  United  States  to  levy  the  duty  on  commerce 
which  had  been  required,  and  by  making  a  provision  for  rais- 
ing ninety  thousand  poimds  by  taxation  for  the  exigencies  of 
the  year.  In  settling  debts  it  gave  legal  power  to  the  court 
and  jury  to  decide  the  case  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge, 
agreeably  to  equity  and  good  consdenccf  But  in  the  follow- 
ing December  it  returned  to  paper  money,  and  sanctioned  the 
issue  of  more  than  thirty-one  thousand  pounds  j:  to  supply  the 
quota  of  the  state  for  the  year. 

In  the  conflict,  the  ailments  against  paper  money  were 
stated  so  fully  and  so  strongly,  that  later  writers  on  political 
economy  have  added  nothing  to  the  practical  wisdom  of  the 
thoughtful  men  of  that  day ;  and  yet  in  1786  a  bill  for  the 
emission  of  erne  hundred  thousand  pounds  marched  in  triumph 
through  its  assembly,  which  sat  with  dosed  doors.  The  money 
was  a  tender;  if  it  was  refused,  the  debt  was  suspended  for 
twelve  years.  In  the  mean  time  the  act  of  limitation  continued 
in  force,  and  in  effect  destroyed  it  In  the  council  the  bill 
was  lost  by  eight  voices  to  iive.^  In  consequence  of  this 
check,  the  effigy  of  Livingston,  the  aged  governor,  was  drawn 
up  to  the  stake  near  Elizabethtown,  but  not  consigned  to  the 
flames  from  reverence  for  the  first  magistrate  of  the  common- 
wealth ;  that  of  a  member  of  the  council  was  burned.  In  May 
the  governor  and  council  thought  proper  to  yield,  and  the  biU 
for  paper  money  became  a  law.  A  law  for  paying  debts  in 
lands  or  chattels  was  repealed  within  eight  months  of  its  enact- 
ment 

The  opulent  state  of  Pennsylvania  by  a  series  of  laws 
emerged  from  the  paper  currency  of  the  war.  But,  in  Decem- 
ber 1784,  debto  contracted  before  1777  were  made  payable  in 
three  annual  instalments.)    In  1785  one  hundred  and  fifty 

♦  Mulford»8  New  Jersey,  473. 

f  Act  of  June  1788.    Patcrson's  Laws  of  New  Jersey,  ed.  1800,  60. 
X  Wilson's  Laws  of  New  Jersey,  ed.  1784,  863. 

•  Grayson  to  Madison,  22  March  1786.    Otto  to  Vergennes,  17  March  1786. 
I  Dallas's  Laws  of  Pennsylvania,  ii.,  286. 
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thonsand  pounds  were  issued  in  bills  of  credit,  to  be  received 
as  gold  and  silver  in  payments  to  the  state ;  *  and  iifty  thou- 
sand pounds  were  emitted  in  bills  of  credit  on  loan,  f  The 
bank  of  the  United  States  refusing  to  receive  these  bills  as  of 
equal  value  with  its  own,  its  act  of  incorporation  by  the  state 
was  repealed. 

In  February  1786  Delaware  called  in  all  its  outstanding 
bills  of  credit,  whether  emitted  before  or  since  the  declaration 
of  independence,  with  orders  for  redeeming  them  at  the  rate 
of  one  pound  for  seventy-five.  After  six  months  they  would 
cease  to  be  redeemable.  X 

Maryland,  in  its  June  session  of  1780,  emitted  thirty  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling  to  be  a  legal  tender  for  aU  debts  and  con- 
tracts. In  the  same  session  it  was  enacted  that  all  contracts 
expressed  in  writing  to  be  in  specie  were  to  be  paid  in  specie. 
In  1782  it  enacted  a  stay-law  extending  to  January  1784:,  and 
during  that  time  the  debtor  might  make  a  tender  of  slaves,  or 
land,  or  almost  anything  that  land  produced;  but  the  great 
attempt  in  1786  to  renew  paper  money,  though  pursued  with 
the  utmost  violence  and  passion,  and  carried  in  the  assembly, 
was  successfully  held  in  check  by  the  senate. 

Georgia,  in  August  1782,  stayed  execution  for  two  years 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  the  act.  In  February  1785  its 
bills  of  credit  were  ordered  to  be  redeemed  in  specie  certifi- 
cates, at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  for  one.  This  having  been 
done,  in  August  of  the  next  year  fifty  thousand  pounds  were 
emitted  in  bills  of  credit,  which  were  secured  "by  the  guaran- 
teed honor  and  faith"  of  the  state,  and  by  a  mortgage  on  a 
vast  and  most  fertile  tract  of  public  land.* 

South  Carolina  attracted  special  attention.  In  February 
1782  that  state  repealed  its  laws  making  paper  money  a  legal 
tender.  Twenty  days  later  the  commencement  of  suits  was 
suspended  till  ten  days  after  the  sitting  of  the  next  general 
assembly.  |    The  new  legislature,  in  March  1783,  established, 

♦  Da11aa*s  Laws  of  Pcnnsjlvania,  ii.,  257. 

f  Ibi(L,  294. 

X  Laws  of  Delaware,  cd.  1797,  801. 

»  Watkins'g  Digest  of  the  Liws  of  Georgia,  814,  318. 

I  Statutes  at  Largo  of  South  Carolioa,  !▼.,  618. 
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as  in  other  states,  a  table  of  depreciation,  so  that  debts  might 
be  discharged  according  to  their  real  value  at  the  time  of  the 
original  contract*  On  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March  1784 
came  the  great  ordinance  for  the  payment  of  debts  in  four  an- 
nual instalments,  beginning  on  the  first  day  of  January  1786 ;  f 
but  before  the  arrival  of  the  first  epoch  a  law  of  October  1785, 
which  soon  became  known  as  the  '^  barren  land  law,"  author- 
ized the  debtor  to  tender  to  the  plaintiff  such  part  of  his  prop- 
erty, real  or  personal,  as  he  should  think  proper,  even  though 
it  were  the  very  poorest  of  his  estate,  and  the  creditor  must 
accept  it  at  three  fourths  of  its  appraised  value.  Simultane- 
ously with  this  act  South  Carolina  issued  one  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  in  bills  of  credit,  to  be  loaned  at  seven  per  cent. 
The  period  for  the  instalments  was  renewed  and  prolonged.  X 

During  the  war,  North  Carolina  made  lavish  use  of  paper 
money.  In  April  1783,  after  the  return  of  peace,  it  still,  un- 
der various  pretences,  put  into  circulation  one  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds — ^the  poxmd  in  that  state  being  equal  to  two  and 
one  half  Spanish  milled  dollars ;  and  in  the  same  session,  but 
after  much  debate,  suits  were  suspended  for  twelve  months. 
The  town  of  Edenton,  using  the  words  of  James  Iredell,  in- 
structed their  representatives  and  senator  in  these  words :  ^'  We 
earnestly  entreat,  for  the  sake  of  our  officers  and  soldiers,  as 
well  as  our  own  and  that  of  the  public  at  large,  that  no  more 
paper  money  under  any  circumstances  may  be  made,  and  that, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  present  emission  may  be  redeemed  and 
burned.*  But  the  protest  availed  nothing.  In  November 
1785,  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  paper  currency  were  again 
ordered  to  be  emitted,  and  to  be  a  lawful  tender  in  all  pay- 
ments whatever.  So,  while  the  confederation  was  gasping  for 
life,  the  finances  of  North  Carolina,  both  public  and  private, 
were  threatened  with  ruin  by  an  irredeemable  currency. 

The  redemption  of  the  country  from  the  blight  of  paper 
money  depended  largely  on  Yirginia.  The  greatest  state  in 
the  union,  resisting  the  British  governor  and  forces  at  the  out- 
break of  the  revolution,  conquering  the  North-west,  the  chief 
reliance  of  the  army  of  Greene  at  the  South,  the  scene  of 

*  Statutes  at  Large  of  Soath  Carolina,  Ir.,  663.     t  Ibid.,  710-712. 

t  Ibid.,  640,  641.  «  Life  of  Iredell,  il,  46,  63. 
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the  war  in  its  last  active  year,  Yirginia  far  exceeded  any  other 
state  in  its  emission  of  millions  in  paper  money.  After  the 
victory  at  Torktown,  it  ceased  to  vote  new  paper  money.  The 
old  was  declared  to  be  no  long^  receivable,  except  for  the 
taxes  of  the  year,  and  it  was  made  redeemable  in  loan  office 
certificates  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  for  one.^  In  retalia- 
tion for  the  most  wanton  destruction  of  prop^ty,  British  debts 
were  not  recoverable  in  the  comts.  For  otiiers  it  constructed 
a  scale  x>f  depreciation  in  the  settlement  of  contracts  made  in 
the  six  years  following  the  first  of  January  1777.  It  had  stay- 
laws.  For  a  short  time  it  allowed  executions  to  be  satisfied  by 
the  tender  of  tobacco,  flour,  and  hemp  at  a  price  to  be  settled 
every  month  by  county  courts-f  For  a  year  or  two  lands  and 
negroes  might  be  tendered  on  judgments,  but  every  contract 
made  sinca  the  first  of  January  1782  X  was  to  be  dischaiged  in 
the  manner  specified  by  the  contract '  So  Yirginia  returned  to 
the  use  of  coin.  But  in  1785  rumors  went  abroad  that  the  as- 
sembly was  resolved  to  issue  a  paper  currency.  George  Mason, 
then  in  private  life,  scoffed  at  solemnly  pledging  the  public 
credit  which  had  so  often  been  disregarded,  and  declared  that, 
though  they  might  pass  a  law  to  issue  paper  money,  twenly 
laws  would  not  make  the  people  receive  it*  At  tiie  end  of 
the  session  Madison  could  write  to  Jefferson  J  that,  though  the 
desire  of  paper  money  had  discovered  itself,  ^^no  overt  attempt 
was  made  I '' 

It  became  known  that  Meriwether  Smith  and  others,  aided 
by  an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade  and  the  burden  of  heavy 
taxation,  would  at  the  next  session  move  for  a  paper  medium. 
Aware  of  the  danger,  Washington  insisted  that  Geoige  Mason 
should  be  a  candidate  for  the  assembly ;  and  his  election  proved 
a  counterpoise  to  the  popular  cry.  Again,  quoting  from  his 
own  circular  of  June  1783,  that  "honesty  will  be  found,  on 
every  experiment,  the  best  policy,"  he  encouraged  Bland  to 
firmness.  The  subject  of  paper  money  was  introduced  in 
October  1786  by  petitions  from  two  counties,  was  faintly  sup- 
ported by  "  a  few  obscure  patrons,"  was  resisted  as  an  encour- 

•  IleniDg,  X.,  456.  f  Hening,  ri.,  75,  76.  J  Ibid.,  176-180. 

^  George  Miison  to  Washington,  0  November  17S6. 

I  Works  of  MadisoD,  L,  218. 
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agement  to  ^^  fraud  in  states  against  each  other,"  and  ^^  as  a  dis- 
grace to  republican  governments  in  the  eyes  of  mankind;" 
then,  by  eighty-five  against  seventeen,  it  was  voted  to  be  "  un- 
just, impolitic,  destructive  of  public  and  private  confidence, 
and  of  that  virtue  which  is  the  basis  of  repuUican  govern- 
ment."   The  words  show  the  mind  and  hand  of  Madison. 

There  was  need  of  a  new  bill  on  the  district  courts,  but  it  was 
clogged  with  the  proposal  for  the  payment  of  private  debts  in 
three  annual  instalments.  Madison  held  that  ^^no  legislative 
principle  could  vindicate  such  an  interposition  of  the  law  in 
private  contracts,"  and  the  bill  was  lost,  though  but  by  one 
vote.*  The  taxes  of  the  year  were  allowed  to  be  paid  in  tobac- 
co as  ^^  a  commutable."  ^^  These,  and  such  like  things,"  such 
was  the  unbending  criticism  of  Washington,  ^^are  extremely 
hurtful,  and  may  be  reckoned  among  the  principal  sources  of 
the  evils  and  the  corruption  of  the  present  day;  and  this,  too, 
without  accomplishing  the  object  in  view,  for,  if  we  mean  to 
be  honest,  debts  and  taxes  must  be  paid  wiUi  the  substance  and 
not  the  shadow."  f 

Excusing  the  legislature,  Madison  answered :  ^'  The  original 
object  was  paper  money;  petitions  for  graduated  certificates 
succeeded ;  next  came  instalments,  and  lastly  a  project  for 
making  property  a  tender  for  debts  at  four  fifths  of  its  value ; 
all  these  have  been  happily  got  rid  of  by  very  large  majorities."  X 

The  mind  of  the  country  bent  itself  with  all  its  energy  to 
root  out  the  evils  of  paper  money,  and  establish  among  the 
states  one  common  rule  by  which  the  obligation  of  contracts 
might  be  preserved  unimpaired.    No  remedy  would  avail  that 
did  not  reach  them  alL    They  found  that  for  the  security  oi  \ 
money  there  were  but  two  remedies :  frugality  to  diminish  the  . 
need  of  it,  and  increased  industry  to  produce  more  of  it.    They  ', 
found  that  paper  money  drives  specie  away;  that  every  new 
issue  hastens  its  disappearance,  destroying  credit  and  creating 
a  famine  of  money ;  tliat  every  penalty  for  the  refusal  to  ac- 
cept paper  money  at  par  lowers  its  worth,  and  that  the  heavier 
the  penalty  the  more  sure  is  the  decline.    They  saw  the  death- 
blow that  is  given  to  credit,  when  confidence,  which  must  be 

*  UadiBon,  i.,  239,  252,  258,  266,  260,  266,  267. 
t  Washington  to  Modimm.    118.  }  Madison,  L,  267,  268. 
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Yoluntarj^  is  commanded  by  force.  They  saw  that  the  use  of 
paper  money  robs  industry,  frugality,  and  honesty  of  their  natu- 
ral rights  in  behalf  of  spendthrifts  and  adventurers.''^  Gray- 
son held  that  paper  money  with  a  tender  annexed  to  it  is  in 
conflict  with  that  degree  of  security  to  property  which  is  fun- 
damental in  every  state  in  the  union,  f  He  further  thought 
that  ^^  congress  diould  have  the  power  of  preventing  states 
from  cheating  one  another,  as  well  as  their  own  citizenS|  by 
means  of  paper  money."  ^ 

Madison  classified  the  evils  to  be  remedied  under  the  four 
heads  of  depreciated  paper  as  a  legal  tender,  of  property  sub- 
stituted for  money  in*  payment  of  debts,  of  laws  for  paying 
debts  by  instalments,  and  ^^  of  the  occlusion  of  the  courts  of 
justice.'^  To  root  out  the  dishonest  system  effectually,  he  held 
it  necessary  to  give  the  general  government  not  only  the  right 
to  regulate  coin  as  in  the  confederation,  but  to  prevent  inter- 
,  f erence  with  state,  inter-state,  and  foreign  contracts  by  separate 
legislation  of  any  state.  The  evil  was  everywhere  the  subject 
of  reprobation ;  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  as  we  learn  from 
one  of  its  historians,*  complained  of  "retrospective  laws;" 
Pelatiah  Webster  of  Philadelphia  set  forth  that  "  these  acts 
alter  the  value  of  contracts,"  |  and  "William  Paterson  of  New 
Jersey,  one  of  the  best  writers  of  that  day  on  the  subject, 
pointed  out  that  "  the  legislature  should  leave  the  parties  to 
the  law  under  which  they  contracted." 

For  resisting  reform,  Bhode  Island  and  North  Carolina 
were  likely  to  be  the  foremost;  for  demanding  it,  and  for 
persisting  in  the  demand,  Connecticut  had  the  most  hopeful 
record.  Among  the  statesmen  to  whom  the  country  might 
look  in  the  emergency,  no  one  had  been  more  conspicuous  or 
more  efficient  than  Madison ;  but  Boger  Sherman  had  all  the 
while  been  a  member  of  the  superior  court  of  his  own  state, 
and  so  by  near  observation  under  great  responsibility  had 
thoroughly  studied  every  aspect  of  the  obligation  of  contracts. 

*  Compare  the  writings  and  opinions  of  William  Paterson,  R.  IL  Livingston, 
IL  H.  Lee,  Madison,  and  others,  written  or  uttered  in  the  years  immediatclj  pre- 
ceding 1781 

f  Grayson  to  Madison,  22  March  1786.        X  Same  to  same,  28  May  1786. 

•  Minot*s  Insurrection,  15.  |  Webster's  Essays,  129,  138. 
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CHAPTER  VIL 

00NGRE8S  00NFB8SES   ITS    HELPLESSNESS. 

1783-1786. 

**  At  length,"  so  wrote  Washiiigtoii  to  Lafayette  in  1783, 
"  I  am  become  a  private  citizen  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac, 
solacing  myself  with  tranqnil  enjoyments,  retiring  within  my- 
self, able  to  tread  the  paths  of  private  life  with  heartfelt  satis- 
faction, envious  of  none,  determined  to  be  pleased  with  all ; 
and,  this  being  the  order  for  my  march,  I  will  move  gently 
down  the  stream  of  life  till  I  deep  with  my  fathere.'*  The 
French  minister,  Lnzeme,  who  visited  "Washington  a  few 
weeks  after  his  return  to  private  life,  "  found  him  attired  in  a 
plain  gray  suit  like  a  Virginia  farmer/'  "  To  secure  the  hap^ 
piness  of  those  around  him  appeared  to  be  his  chief  occupar 
tion."  *  His  country  with  one  voice  acknowledged  that  but 
for  him  its  war  of  revolution  must  have  failed.  His  glory 
pervaded  the  world,  and  the  proofs  of  it  followed  him  to  his 
retirement. 

Houdon,  the  great  French  sculptor  of  his  day,  moved  more 
by  enthusiasm  for  him  than  by  the  expected  compensation  for 
making  his  statue,  came  over  with  his  assistants  to  Mount 
Yemon  to  take  a  mould  of  his  person,  to  study  his  counte- 
nance, to  watch  his  step  as  he  walked  over  his  fields,  his  atti- 
tude as  he  paused ;  and  so  he  has  preserved  for  posterity  the 
features  and  the  form  of  Washington. 

Marie  Antoinette  added  words  of  her  own  to  those  of  the 
king  of  France,  who  invited  him  to  visit  them.  Luzerne 
pressed  the  invitation  as  the  heartfelt  desire  of  the  French 


*  Laieme  to  RajnoTal,  12  April  1784. 
vol.  n.— 12 
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people.  "  Come  to  France,"  wrote  Eochambeau,  speaking  the 
wish  of  all  the  French  oiBcers  who  had  served  in  America ; 
^^  come,  and,  in  a  coimtry  which  honors  yon,  be  assured  of  a  re- 
ception without  example,  after  a  revolution  which  has  not  its 
like  in  history."  But  his  presence  was  needed  at  home  to  re- 
trieve his  afiairs  from  the  confusion  consequent  on  his  long 
service  in  the  war,  during  which  he  not  only  refused  all  pay, 
but  subscribed  what  he  could  to  the  public  loans.  Of  these 
the  amount  of  the  principal  had  been  reduced,  and  the  inter- 
est, proportionately  reduced,  was  paid  in  paper  almost  worth- 
less. Moreover,  persons  indebted  to  him  had  seized  their  op- 
portunity to  pay  him  in  depreciated  continental  bills. 

His  estate,  than  which  "  no  one  in  United  America  "  seemed 
to  him  "more  pleasantly  situated,"  consisted  of  over  nine  thou- 
sand acres,  for  the  most  part  of  a  grayish  clay  soil,  lying  on 
the  south  bank  of  the  Potomac,  and  having,  on  the  east  and 
west,  rivulets  which  rose  and  fell  with  the  tides,  and  which, 
like  the  main  stream,  abounded  in  lish.  He  would  gladly 
have  found  a  tenant  for  two  thirds  of  it  at  an  annual  rent  of 
three  thousand  dollars ;  but  was  obliged  to  retain  the  manage- 
ment of  the  whole. 

His  unpretending  mansion,  with  rooms  of  low  ceilings,  and 
neither  many  nor  large,  was  well  placed  on  a  high  bank  of  the 
river.  For  beautifying  the  grounds  around  it,  he  would  ride 
in  the  fine  season  into  the  forests  and  select  great  numbers  of 
well-shaped  trees  and  shrubs,  elms  and  live-oaks,  the  pines  and 
the  hemlock,  holly-trees  and  magnolias,  the  red-bud,  the  thorn, 
and  many  others,  and  would  transplant  them  in  the  proper 
season.  His  orchard  he  filled  with  the  best  cherries  and  pears 
and  apples. 

At  the  end  of  a  year  and  a  half  he  had  not  been  able  "  to 
rescue  his  private  concerns  from  the  disorder  into  which  they 
had  been  thrown  by  the  war,"  though  success  in  the  effort 
"  was  become  absolutely  necessary  for  his  support."  *  After 
he  had  been  at  homo  for  two  seasons,  his  inventory  showed  of 
horses  one  hundred  and  thirty,  of  cattle  three  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  of  sheep  two  hundred  and  eighty-three;  the  hogs 
were  untold,  but  on  one  winter^s  day  a  hundred  and  twenty- 

♦  Wtshlngton  to  Humphreys.    Sparkfl,  ix.,  118. 
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eight  were  killed^  weighing  more  than  seventeen  thousand 
pounds.  His  "negroes,"  in  February  1786,  numbered  two  \ 
hundred  and  sixteen.^  Ko  one  of  them  was  willing  to  leave  \ 
him  for  another  master.  As  it  was  his  fixed  rule  never  either  \  \ 
to  buy  or  to  sell  a  slave,  they  had  the  institution  of  marriage  i 
and  secure  relations  of  family.  The  sick  were  provided  with  ' 
the  best  medical  attendance ;  children,  the  infirm,  and  the  aged 
were  well  cared  for.  Washington  was  but  the  director  of  bis 
community  of  black  people  in  their  labor,  mainly  for  their  own 
subsistence.  For  the  market  they  produced  scarcely  anything 
but  "a  little  wheat ;"  and  after  a  season  of  drought  even  their 
own  support  had  to  be  eked  out  from  other  resources ;  so  that, 
with  ad  his  method  and  good  judgment,  he,  like  Madison  of  a 
later  day,  and  in  accord  Avith  common  experience  in  Vii^ia, 
found  that  where  negroes  continued  on  the  same  land  and  they 
and  all  their  increase  were  maintained  upon  it,  tlieir  owner 
would  gradually  become  more  and  more  embanrassed  or  im- 
poverished. As  to  bounty  lands  received  for  service  in  the 
seven  years'  war  and  his  other  domains  beyond  the  Alleghany, 
he  "found  distant  property  in  lands  more  pregnant  of  per- 
plexities than  profit"  His  income,  uncertain  in  its  amount, 
was  not  sufficient  to  meet  his  unavoidable  expenses,  and  he  be- 
came more  straitened  for  money  than  he  had  ever  been  since 
his  boyhood ;  so  that  he  was  even  obliged  to  delay  paying  the 
annual  bill  of  his  physician,  to  put  off  the  tax-gatherer  once 
and  again,  and,  what  was  harder,  to  defer  his  charities ;  for, 
while  it  was  his  habit  to  conceal  his  gifts,  he  loved  to  give, 
and  to  give  liberally. 

Toward  the  runaway  slave  Washington  was  severe.    He  ^ 
wished  that  the  northern  states  would  permit  men  of  the  \ 
South  to  travel  in  them  with  their  attendants,  though  they    ^ 
might  be  slaves ;  and  he  earnestly  disapproved  of  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  philanthropist  between  the  slave  and  his  holder ; 
but,  while  expressing  these  opinions,  he  took  care  to  write, 
most  emphatically,  that  no  one  more  desired  universal  eman- 
cipation than  himself.     He  pressed  his  conviction  upon  the* 
leading  politicians  in  Virginia  that  the  gradual  abolition  of 
slavery  "  certainly  might,  and  assuredly  ought  to,  be  effected ; 

•  From  entries  in  Washington's  unpublished  Diaiy. 
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/and  that,  too,  hy  legifilatiye  authority.^*  *  When  Coke  and 
Asbnry,  the  first  superintendents  of  the  Methodists,  asked  him 
to  aid  their  petition  to  the  Virginia  legislatare  for  an  act  of 
universal  emancii)ation,  he  told  them  frankly  that  ^^he  was 
of  their  sentiments,  and,  should  this  petition  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, he  would  signify  it  to  the  assembly  in  a  letter."  f 
Finding  that  the  legislature  of  the  state  would  not  entertain  a 
motion  to  do  away  with  slavery,  he  sought  to  devise  practica- 
ble plans  for  emancipating  his  own  negroes  and  providing  for 
himself  and  them;  not  succeeding,  he  secured  their  enfran- 
chisement by  his  wilL  X 

The  hanlships  of  the  camp  had  worn  upon  his  constitu- 
tion, and  he  was  persuaded  that  he  would  not  live  to  great 
age.^  The  price  of  health  to  him  from  day  to  day  was  to  pass 
much  of  the  time  in  the  open  air,  especially  on  horseback. 
Beceiving  from  Europe  gifts  of  the  best  fox-hounds,  he  would 
join  in  the  chase,  sometimes  came  in  first,  but  delighted  most 
in  a  good  run  when  every  one  was  present  at  the  deatL 

It  was  his  earliest  care  at  Mount  Yemen  to  arrange  his 
papere  relating  to  the  war  for  the  use  of  the  historian.  Being 
asked  to  write  his  commentaries,  he  answered:  ^^If  I  had 
talents  for  it,  the  consciousness  of  a  defective  education,  and 
a  certainty  of  a  want  of  time,  unfit  me  for  such  an  under^ 
taking.''  | 

Every  one  agreed  that  Washington's  "  character  was  per- 
fectly amiable."  In  his  retirement  he  so  practiced  all  the  vir- 
tues of  private  life  that  the  synod  of  the  Presbyterians  held 
him  up  to  the  world  as  the  example  of  purity.  To  use  the 
words  of  one  who  knew  him  well,  "  The  breath  of  slander  never 
breathed  upon  him  in  his  life  nor  upon  his  ashes."  He  was 
generous  to  the  extent  of  his  means  and  beyond  them.   Young 

♦  Sparks,  Ix.,  168, 164.  f  Coke's  First  Journal,  46. 

X  Warhington  could  emancipate  his  own  slaves,  bat  not  those  of  his  wife's 
estate ;  and  the  two  classes  were  linked  together  by  marriage  and  family  ties. 
To  this  difficulty  in  the  way  of  emancipating  his  own  negroes,  Madison  directed 
my  attention.  The  idea  has  prerailed  that  WasUngton  married  a  woman  of  for- 
tune. Her  first  husband  dying,  left  his  affairs  in  an  embarrassed  condition,  and 
they  certainly  remained  so  in  the  hands  of  his  executor  or  agent  for  nearly  thirty 
years,  and  probably  longer. 

•  Sparks,  iz.,  78.  |  Sparks,  iz.,  118. 
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persons  who  came  under  his  control  or  his  guardianship  he 
taught  method  in  their  expenses,  and  above  all  he  inculcated 
on  them  the  duty  of  husbanding  their  means  so  as  to  be  always 
able  and  ready  to  give. 

Washington  was  from  his  heart  truly  and  deeply  religious. 
His  convictions  became  more  intense  from  the  influence  of  the 
great  events  of  his  life  on  his  character.  As  he  looked  back 
upon  the  thicknset  dangers  through  which  he  had  steered,  we 
know  from  himself  that  he  could  not  but  feel  that  he  had  been 
sustained  by  ^^the  all-powerful  guide  and  dispenser  of  human 
things."  *  Of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  he  belonged 
decidedly  t^  the  party  of  moderation,  and  ^  had  no  desire  to 
open  a  correspondence  with  the  newly  ordained  bishop "  of 
Clonneddcutf  Not  a  metaphysician  nor  an  analyzer  of  creeds, 
his  religious  faith  came  from  his  experience  in  action.  No 
XDBXi  more  thoroughly  believed  in  the  overruling  Providence 
of  a  just  and  almighty  power;  and  as  a  chemist  knows  that 
the  leaf  for  its  greenness  and  beauty  and  health  needs  the 
help  of  an  effluence  from  beyond  this  planet,  so  Washington 
beheld  in  the  movements  of  nations  a  marshalling  intelligence 
which  is  above  them  all,  and  which  gives  order  and  unity  to 
the  universe. 

Like  almost  every  great  warrior,  he  hated  war,  and  wished 
to  see  that  plague  to  mankind  banished  from  the  earth.  ^  ^^  I 
never  expect  to  draw  my  sword  again,"  he  said  in  1785  to  one 
of  the  French  officers  who  had  served  in  America.  "  I  can 
scarcely  conceive  the  cause  that  would  induce  me  to  do  it 
My  first  wish  is  to  see  the  whole  world  in  peace,  and  its  in- 
habitants one  band  of  brothers  ctriving  who  should  contribute 
most  to  the  happiness  of  mankind."*  "As  a  citizen  of  the 
great  republic  of  humanity,"  such  are  his  words,  "  I  indulge 
the  idea  that  the  period  is  not  remote  when  the  benefits  of  free 
commerce  will  succeed  the  devastations  and  horrors  of  war."  | 
He  loved  to  contemplate  human  nature  in  the  state  of  pro- 
gressive amelioration.'*'  His  faith  in  Providence  led  him  to 
found  that  hope  on  the  belief  that  justice  has  a  strength  of  its 

♦  Sparks,  ix.,  21,  22.  »  Rid.,  188,  189. 

t  Diary  for  Monday,  10  October  1786.  |  Ibid.,  198, 194. 

X  Sparks,  ix.,  112, 118.  ^  Ibid.,  806. 
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own  which  will  by  d^rees  command  respect  as  the  rule  for  all 
nations. 

He  wished  success  to  eyeiy  people  that  were  straggling  for 
better  days.  Afflicted  by  the  abject  penury  of  the  mass  of  the 
Irish,*  he  gave  them  his  sympathies.  A  hope  dawned  of  re- 
newed national  life  for  the  Greeks.  He  could  scarcely  con- 
ceive that  the  Turks  would  be  permitted  to  hold  any  of  their 
possessions  in  Europcf 

He  welcomed  with  enthusiasm  the  approach  of  the  French 
revolution,  and  at  an  early  day  pointed  out  the  danger  that 
menaced  the  king  and  his  only  avenue  of  safety;  saying: 
^^11  is  Most  Christian  Majesty  speaks  and  acts  in  a  style  not 
very  pleasing  to  republican  ears  or  to  republican  forms,  nor 
to  the  temper  of  his  o^vn  subjects  at  this  day.  Liberty,  when 
it  begins  to  take  root,  is  a  plant  of  rapid  growth ;  the  checks 
he  endeavors  to  give  it,  however  warranted  by  ancient  usage, 
will  more  than  probably  kindle  a  flame  wldch  may  not  be 
easily  extinguished,  though  it  may  be  smothered  for  awhile  by 
the  armies  at  his  command  and  the  nobility  in  his  interest 
When  a  people  are  oppressed  with  taxes,  and  have  cause  to 
believe  that  there  has  been  a  misapplication  of  the  money,  they 
ill  brook  the  language  of  despotism."  j: 

To  Lafayette,  whose  desire  to  signalize  himself  he  well  un- 
derstood, he  said :  "  Great  moderation  should  be  used  on  both 
sides ;  I  caution  you  against  running  into  extremes  and  preju- 
dicing your  cause."  * 

In  foreign  affairs  Washington  inclined  neither  to  France 
nor  to  England ;  his  system  of  politics  was  impartially  Ameri- 
can. At  home  he  was  devoted  to  no  state,  to  no  party.  His 
mind,  though  he  was  of  Virginia,  was  free  from  any  bias, 
northern  or  southern,  the  allegiance  of  his  heart  being  given 
to  United  America. 

At  Mount  Vernon,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Marfch  1785, 
the  joint  commissioners  of  the  two  states  divided  by  the  Poto- 
mac, George  Mason  and  Alexander  Henderson  of  Virginia, 
Daniel  of  St  Thomas  Jenifer,  Thomas  Stone,  and  Samuel 
phase  of  Maryland,  met  under  the  auspices  of  Washington. 
As  his  near  neighbor,  intimate  friend,  and  old  political  asso- 

•  Sparks,  Ix.,  898.  f  Ibid.,  860.  J  aid.,  882.  •  ftid.,  881. 
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ciate,  Mason  sabmitted  to  his  influence  and  entered  with  zeal 
and  a  strong  sense  of  duty  into  the  movements  that  led  to 
nnion. 

The  commissioners  prepared  the  terms  of  a  compact  be-^ 
tween  the  two  states  for  the  jurisdiction  oyer  the  waters  of  thel 
Chesapeake  bay  and  the  rivers  that  were  common  to  both  states ;  \ 
andy  conforming  to  the  wishes  of  Washington^  they  requested 
Pennsylvania  to  grant  the  free  use  of  the  branches  of  the  Ohio ; 
within  its  limits,  for  establishing  the  connection  betwe^i  that  | 
river  and  the  Potomac.* 

The  primary  object  of  their  commission  being  fulfilled,/ 
they  took  up  matters  of  geueral  policy,  and  recommended  to 
the  two  states  a  uniformity  of  duties  on  imports,  a  uniformity 
of  commercial  regulations,  and  a  uniformity  of  currency .t| 
George  Mason  was  charged  with  the  report  of  their  doings  toj 
the  legislature  of  his  state. 

When  the  assembly  of  Virginia  came  together,  congress 
and  the  country  were  rent  by  the  question  of  investing  con- 
gress with  an  adequate  power  over  trade.  The  eastern  and 
middle  states  were  zealous  for  the  measure ;  the  soathem  were 
divided ;  Pennsylvania  had  established  duties  of  its  own,  with 
the  avowed  object  of  encouraging  domestic  manufactures; 
South  CaroUna  was  deliberating  on  the  distresses  of  her  com- 
merce. In  the  assembly  of  Virginia,  in  which  there  was  a 
great  conflict  of  opinion,  Madison  ^  spoke  for  th»  grant  of 
power  as  fraught  with  no  danger  to  the  liberties  of  the  states, 
and  as  needful  in  order  to  conduct  the  foreign  relations,  to  ar- 
rest contention  between  the  states,  to  prevent  enactments  of 
one  state  to  the  injury  of  another,  to  establish  a  system  intelli- 
gible to  foreigners  trading  with  the  United  States,  to  counter- 
act the  evident  design  of  Great  Britain  to  weaken  the  confed- 
eracy, and  to  preserve  the  federal  constitution,  which,  like  all 
other  institutions,  could  not  remain  long  after  it  should  cease 
to  be  useful  The  dissolution  of  the  union  would  be  the  sig- 
nal for  standing  armies  in  the  several  states,  burdensome  and 
perpetual  taxes,  clashing  systems  of  foreign  politics,  and  an 
appeal  to  the  sword  in  every  petty  squabble.    Washington 

*  PeniiBylrania  Archivefi,  511.  f  Ri^os's  Madison,  ii,  68. 

t  Notes  of  Madison's  speech  in  Madison,  i,  201,  202. 
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being  invited  to  offer  suggestions,*  answered  :  "The  proposi- 
tion is  self-evident  We  are  either  a  united  people  or  we  are 
not  so.  If  the  former,  ]et  us  in  all  matters  of  general  concern 
act  as  a  nation  which  has  a  national  character  to  support."  f 
"  If  the  states  individually  attempt  to  regulate  commerce,  an 
abortion  or  a  many-headed  monster  would  be  the  issue.  If 
we  consider  ourselves  or  wish  to  be  considered  by  others  as  a 
united  people,  why  not  adopt  the  measures  which  are  charac- 
teristic of  it,  and  support  the  honor  and  dignity  of  one  ?  If 
we  are  afraid  to  trust  one  another  under  qualified  powers,  there 
is  an  end  of  the  union."  ^ 

The  house  was  disposed  to  confide  to  congress  a  power  over 
trade ;  but,  by  the  stratagem  of  the  adversaries  of  the  resolu- 
tions, the  duration  of  the  grant  was  limited  to  thirteen  years. 
This  limitation,  which  was  reported  on  the  last  day  of  Novem- 
ber, took  from  the  movement  all  its  value.  "It  is  better,"  so 
wrote  Madison  to  "Washington,  "to  trust  to  further  experience, 
and  even  distress,  for  an  adequate  remedy  than  to  try  a  tem- 
porary measure  which  may  stand  in  the  way  of  a  permanent 
one.  The  diflBculty  now  found  in  obtaining  a  unanimous  con- 
currence of  the  states  in  any  measure  must  increase  witli  every 
increase  of  their  numbers."  * 

All  was  at  a  stand,  when  suddenly  a  ray  of  light  was  thrown 
upon  the  assembly  by  Maryland.  On  the  fifth  of  December 
the  adhesion  of  that  state  to  the  compact  relating  to  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  waters  of  Chesapeake  bay  and  the  Potomac 
was  laid  before  Virginia,  which  without  delay  enacted  a  corre- 
sponding law  of  equal  liberality  and  precision.  J  The  desire 
of  Maryland  was  likewise  announced  to  invite  the  concurrence 
of  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania  in  a  plan  for  a  canal  between 
the  Chesapeake  and  the  Delaware ;  "  and  if  that  is  done,"  said 
Madison,  "  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania  will  wish  the  same 
compliment  paid  to  their  neighbors."  But  the  immediate 
measure  of  Maryland  was  communicated  in  a  letter  from  its 
legislature  to  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  proposing  that  com- 

♦  David  Stuart  to  Washington,  16  November  1785. 

+  Sparks,  ix.,  145, 146.  X  Washington  to  Stuart,  80  November  1785. 

^  la  Elliot,  L,  114,  the  resolutions  as  reported  on  the  80th  November  are  pub- 
lished as  Madison^s ;  but  they  found  in  Madison  their  strongest  opponent.  Hadi- 
son,  i.,  205,  206,  and  compare  203.  |  Honing,  xii.,  60,  55. 
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inissioners  from  all  the  states  should  be  inylted  to  meet  and] 
regulate  the  restrictions  on  commerce  for  the  whole.''^    Madi- 
son instantly  saw  the  advantage  of  ^^  apolitico-conmiercial  com- 
mission" for  the  continent 

Tyler,  the  late  speaker  of  the  house,  "  wished  congress  to 
have  the"  entire  "regulation  of  trade."  In  concert  with  him, 
a  resolution  was  drafted  by  Madison  for  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  from  Yirginia  and  all  the  other  states  to  digest 
a  report  for  the  requisite  augmentation  of  the  powers  of  con- 
gress over  trade,  their  report  to  be  of  no  force  until  it  should 
be  unanimously  ratified  by  the  several  states.  Madison  kept 
in  reserve.  Tyler,  who,  having  never  served  in  the  federal 
council,  was  free  from  every  suspicion  of  inclining  to  grant  it 
too  much  power,  presented  the  resolution.  It  was  suffered  to 
lie  on  the  table  till  the  last  day  in  the  session ;  then,  on  the 
twenty-first  of  January  1786,  it  went  through  both  branches 
of  the  legislature  by  a  large  majority.  Among  the  commis- 
sioners who  were  chosen,  Madison  was  the  first  selection  on 
the  part  of  the  house.  The  commissioners  named  the  fi^t^ 
Monday  of  September  for  the  day  of  their  meeting,  and  jLa- 
napoUs  as  the  place,  on  account  of  its  remoteness  from  the 
influences  of  congress  and  the  centres  of  trade.  The  itivi- 
tations  to  the  states  were  made  through  the  executive  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

On  the  twenty-second  Madison  wrote  to  Monroe:  "The 
expedient  is  better  than  nothing ;  and,  as  a  recommendation  of 
additional  powers  to  congress  is  within  the  purview  of  the^ 
commission,  it  may  possibly  lead  to  better  consequences  than  ai 
first  occur."  f 

The  sixth  congress  could  not  be  organized  until  the  twenty- 
third  of  November  1785,  when,  seven  states  being  present, 
David  Ramsay  of  South  Carolina  was  elected  president  For 
the  half  of  December  not  states  enough  were  present  to  do 
business.  So  soon  as  there  was  a  permanent  quorum,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  confederation  had  its  vices,  and  the  question 
of  policy  was :  Shall  these  vices  be  corrected  gradually  through 
congress,  or  at  once  and  completely  through  a  convention! 
Just  seventeen  days  after  Virginia  had  invited  the  states  to  a 

*  Stuart  to  Washington,  18  December  1785.  f  Madison,  i.,  222. 
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common  consultation  at  Annapolis,  Charles  Pincknej  of  Sonth 
Carolina,  in  a  motion  of  very  great  length,  ascribed  the  ex- 
tension of  the  commerce  and  the  security  of  the  liberties  of 
the  states  to  the  joint  eflEorts  of  the  whole :  "  They  have,  there- 
fore," he  insisted,  "  wisely  determined  to  make  the  welfare  of 
the  union  their  first  object,  reflecting  that  in  all  federal  regula- 
tions something  must  be  yielded  to  aid  the  whole,  and  that 
those  who  expect  support  must  be  ready  to  afford  it."  *  The 
motion,  after  being  under  discussion  for  two  days,  was  referred 
to  a  committee  of  five.  On  the  fifteenth.  King,  Pinckney, 
Kean,  Monroe,  and  Pettit,  representatives  of  South  Carolina 
and  the  three  great  states,  reported :  "  The  requisitions  of  con- 
gress, for  eight  years  past,  have  been  so  irregular  in  their  oper- 
ation, so  uncertain  in  their  collection,  and  so  evidently  unpro- 
ductive, that  a  reliance  on  them  in  future  as  a  source  from 
whence  moneys  are  to  be  drawn  to  discharge  the  engagements 
of  the  confederacy  would  be  not  less  dishonorable  to  the  un- 
derstandings of  those  who  entertain  such  confidence  than  dan- 
gerous to  the  welfare  and  peace  of  the  union.  The  committee 
are,  therefore,  seriously  impressed  with  the  indispensable  ob- 
ligation that  congress  are  under  of  representing  to  the  imme- 
diate and  impartial  consideration  of  the  several  states  the  utter 
impossibility  of  maintaining  and  preserving  the  faith  of  the 
federal  government  by  temporary  requisitions  on  the  states, 
and  the  consequent  necessity  of  an  early  and  complete  accession 
of  all  the  states  to  the  revenue  system  of  the  eighteenth  of 
April  1783."  "After  the  most  solemn  deliberation,  and 
under  the  fullest  conviction  that  the  public  embarrassments  are 
such  as  above  represented,  and  that  they  are  daily  increasing, 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  has  become  the  duty  of 
congress  to  declare  most  explicitly  that  the  crisis  has  arrived 
when  the  people  of  these  United  States,  by  whose  will  and  for 
whose  benefit  the  federal  government  was  instituted,  must  de- 
cide whether  they  will  support  their  rank  as  a  nation  by  main- 
taining tJie  public  faith  at  home  and  abroad ;  or  whedier,  for 
want  of  a  timely  exertion  in  establishing  a  general  revenue  and 
thereby  giving  strength  to  the  confederacy,  they  will  hazard 
not  only  the  existence  of  the  union,  but  of  those  great  and  in- 

*  JoumaU  of  Ck>iigro8ii,  It.,  617. 
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valuable  privileges  for  which  they  have  so  ardnonsly  and  so 
honorably  contended."  * 

Thus  congress  put  itself  on  trial  before  the  country,  and 
the  result  of  the  year  was  to  decide  on  their  competency  to  be 
the  guardians  of  the  union  and  the  upholders  of  its  good  faith. 
They  must  cither  exercise  n^ation  of  self  and  invite  the  states 
to  call  a  general  convention,  or  they  must  themselves  present 
to  the  country  for  its  approval  an  amended  constitution,  or 
they  must  find  out  how  to  make  their  own  powers  under  the 
confederation  work  efficiently.  Should  they  fail  in  all  the 
three,  they  will  have  given  an  irreversible  verdict  against  them- 
selves. The  course  of  events  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the 
whole  was  watched  by  the  country  more  carefully  than  ever 
before.  Far  and  wide  a  general  convention  was  become  the 
subject  of  thought ;  and  ^^  a  plan  for  it  was  forming,  though  it 
was  as  yet  immature."  f 

New  Jersey,  whiph  had  all  along  vauily  sought  the  protec- 
tion of  the  general  government  against  the  taxation  of  her  people 
by  a  local  duty  levied  on  all  their  importations  from  abroad  for 
their  own  consumption  through  the  port  of  New  York,  at  last 
kindled  with  a  sense  of  her  wrongs,  and  in  a  resentful  mood, 
on  the  twentieth  of  October  voted  by  a  very  large  majority 
that  she  would  pay  no  part  of  the  last  requisition  of  congress 
until  all  the  states  should  have  accepted  the  measure  of  an  im- 
post for  the  benefit  of  the  general  treasury.  Alarmed  at  this 
movement,  congress  deputed  Charles  Pinckney,  Gorham,  and 
Grayson  to  represent  to  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey  the  fatal 
consequences  that  must  inevitably  result  to  that  state  and  to 
the  union  from  their  refusal  to  comply  with  the  requisition  of 
the  last  congress.  Grayson  looked  upon  their  vote  as  little  else 
than  a  declaration  of  independence.  Again  Pinckney  of  South 
Carolina  took  the  lead,  and,  in  an  address  to  the  New  Jersey 
legislature  of  the  thirteenth  of  March,  this  was  part  of  his  lan- 
guage :  "  When  these  states  united,  convinced  of  the  inability 
of  each  to  support  a  separata  system  and  that  their  protection 
and  existence  depended  on  their  union,  policy  as  well  as  pru- 
dence dictated  the  necessity  of  forming  one  general  and  efficient 

♦  Journals  of  Congress,  iy.,  619,  620, 
t  Jay  to  Washington,  16  March  1786. 
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government,  which,  while  it  protected  and  secured  the  whole, 
left  to  the  several  states  those  rights  of  internal  sovereignly 
which  it  was  not  necessary  to  delegate  and  which  could  be  exer- 
cised without  injury  to  the  federal  authority.  If  New  Jersey 
conceives  herself  oppressed  under  the  present  confederation, 
let  her,  through  her  delegates  in  congress,  state  to  them  the 
oppression  she  complains  of,  and  urge  the  calling  of  a  general 
convention  of  the  states  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the 
powers  of  the  federal  government  and  rendering  it  more  ade- 
quate for  the  ends  for  which  it  was  instituted ;  in  this  consti- 
tutional mode  of  application  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  her 
meeting  with  all  the  support  and  attention  she  can  wish.  I 
have  long  been  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  only  true  and  radical 
remedy  for  our  public  defects,  and  shall  with  pleasure  assent 
to  and  support  any  measure  of  that  kind  which  may  be  intro- 
duced while  I  continue  a  member  of  that  body."  * 

Pleased  with  the  idea  of  a  general  convention.  New  Jersey 
recalled  its  vote,  accepted  within  a  week  the  invitation  of  Vir- 
ginia to  a  convention  at  Annapolis,  elected  its  commissioners, 
and  empowered  them  "  to  consider  how  far  a  uniform  system 
in  their  commercial  regulations  and  other  impoetant  matters 
might  be  necessary  to  the  common  interest  and  permanent  har- 
mony of  the  several  states ;  and  to  report  such  an  act  on  the 
subject  as,  when  ratified  by  them,  would  enable  the  United 
States  in  congress  assembled  effectually  to  provide  for  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  union."  f 

"  If  it  should  be  determined  that  the  reform  of  the  confed- 
eration is  to  be  made  by  a  convention,"  so  wrote  Monroe  at  this 
time  to  Madison,  "  the  powers  of  the  Virginia  commissioners 
who  are  to  go  to  Annapolis  are  inadequate."  $  Explaining 
why  more  extended  powers  had  not  been  given,  Madison  an- 
swered :  "  The  assembly  would  have  revolted  against  a  pleni- 
potentiary commission  to  their  deputies  for  the  convention; 
the  option  lay  between  doing  what  was  done  and  doing  noth- 
ing." <> 

*  Carey's  Museum,  U.,  155.    Otto  to  Vergcnnes,  11  March  1786.    RqK)rt  of 
Bertholff,  the  Austrian  agent.  f  Elliot,  J.,  1 17, 118. 

X  This  letter  from  Monroe,  of  a  date  preyious  to  19  March  1786,  is  missing. 
Its  contents  are  known  only  from  the  citation  of  it  by  Madison. 

*  Madison  to  Monroe,  19  March  1786.    Madison,  i.,  228,  229. 
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<<  There  have  been  serious  thoughts  in  the  mmds  of  mem- 
bers of  congress,"  wrote  Grayson  to  Madison,  ^^to  recommend 
to  the  states  the  meeting  of  a  general  convention  to  consider 
of  an  alteration  of  the  confederation,  and  there  is  a  motion 
to  that  effect  nnder  consideration.  I  have  not  made  up  mj 
mind  whether  it  is  not  ^  better  to  bear  the  ills  we  have  than 
fly  to  others  we  know  not  of.*  I  am,  however,  in  no  doubt 
about  the  weakness  of  the  federal  government  If  it  re- 
mains much  longer  in  its  present  state  of  imbecility,  we  shall 
be  one  of  the  most  contemptible  nations  on  the  face  of  the 
earth."* 

The  subject  lingered  in  congress  till  the  third  of  May. 
Then  South  Carolina  for  a  third  time  raised  her  voice,  and 
Charles  Pinckney  moved  that  a  grand  conmiittee  be  appointed 
on  the  affairs  of  the  nation.  ^^It  is  necessary,"  he  said,  ^^to 
inform  the  states  of  our  condition.  Congress  must  be  invested 
with  greater  powers,  or  the  federal  government  must  f alL  It 
is,  therefore,  necessary  for  congress  either  to  appoint  a  conven- 
tion for  that  purpose,  or  by  requisition  to  call  on  the  states  for 
such  powers  as  are  necessary  to  enable  it  to  administer  the  fed- 
eral government."  Among  some  of  the  defects  in  the  confed- 
eration which  he  enumerated  were,  the  want  of  powers  for 
regulating  commerce,  for  raising  troops,  and  for  executing 
those  powers  that  were  given.  Monroe  replied:  '^Congress 
has  full  power  to  raise  troops,  and  has  a  right  to  compel  com- 1 
pliance  with  every  requisition  which  does  not  go  beyond  the 
powers  with  which  it  is  invested  by  the  confederation.  All 
the  states  but  New  York  have  invested  congress  with  commer- 
cial powers,  and  New  York  is  at  .this  time  framing  an  act  on 
the  subject.  I,  therefore,  see  no  occasion  for  a  convention." 
The  discussion  was  continued  at  great  length,  and  the  matter 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  wholcf  But  the  discussion 
brought  congress  no  nearer  to  the  recommendation  of  a  general 
convention ;  its  self-love  refused  to  surrender  any  of  its  f unc-  \ 
tions,  least  of  all  on  the  ground  of  its  own  incapacity  to  dis-  ! 
charge  them. 

Should  congress  then  of  itself  lay  a  revision  of  the  articles 
of  confederation  before  the  states  for  their  acceptance  ?    Here 

*  Orajaon  to  Madison,  22  March  1786.  f  Thomas  Bodncy's  Journal. 
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Grayson,  surveying  his  colleagues  with  a  discerning  eye,  at 
once  convinced  himself  that  congress  could  never  agree  on 
amendments,  even  among  themselves.*  For  himself,  he  held 
it  essential  that  the  general  government  should  have  power  to 
regulate  commerce ;  to  prohibit  the  states  from  issuing  paper 
money ;  to  prohibit  the  slave-trade ;  to  fix  the  site  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  the  centre  of  the  union,  that  is  to  say,  near  George- 
town ;  and  to  change  the  method  of  voting  by  states  to  a  vote 
according  to  population.  Of  effecting  these  reforms  he  had  no 
hope.  He  was  sure  if  the  question  of  commerce  should  be 
settled,  Massachusetts  would  be  satisfied  and  refuse  to  go  further. 
"  Pinckney,  the  champion  of  powers  over  commerce,"  he  said, 
"  will  be  astounded  when  he  meets  with  a  proposition  to  pre- 
vent the  states  from  importing  any  more  of  the  seed  of  Cain.'* 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  would  feel  themselves  aggrieved 
if,  by  a  national  compact,  the  sessions  of  congress  should  always 
be  held  in  the  centre  of  the  empire.  Neither  Maryland,  nor 
Rhode  Island,  nor  New  Jersey,  would  like  to  surrender  its 
equal  vote  for  one  proportioned  to  its  real  importance  in  the 
Union.  Grayson,  therefore,  did  not  "  think  it  would  be  for 
the  advantage  of  the  union  that  the  convention  at  Annapolis 
should  produce  anything  decisive,"  since  it  was  restricted  in 
its  scope  to  commerce,  and  the  question  which  he  proposed  to 
Madison  was :  "  The  state  of  Virginia  having  gone  thus  far, 
liad  she  not  better  go  further  and  propose  to  the  other  states 
to  augment  the  powers  of  the  delegates  so  as  to  comprehend 
all  the  grievances  of  the  union  ?  "  f 

But  Pinckney  of  South  Carolina  was  not  daunted.  Fail- 
ing to  secure  the  vote  of  congress  for  a  general  convention,  he 
next  obtained  the  appointment  of  a  grand  committee  "  to  re- 
port such  amendments  to  the  confederation  as  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  recoaimend  to  the  several  states  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining from  them  such  powers  as  will  render  the  federal  gov- 
ernment adequate  to  the  ends  for  which  it  was  instituted." 
Congress,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole,  devoted  seven  days  of 
July  and  six  of  August  to  the  solution  of  the  great  question, 
and  before  the  end  of  August  the  report,  which  was  made  by 
a  sub-conmiitteo  consisting  of  Pinckney,  Bane,  and  Johnson, 

*  GrajsoQ  to  Madison,  28  Maj  1786.  f  n>id. 
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and  accepted  by  a  grand  committee^  received  its  final  amended 
form.* 

To  the  original  thirteen  articles  of  confederation  seven  new 
ones  were  added. 

The  United  States  were  to  regalate  foreign  and  domestic 
trade  and  collect  dnties  on  imports,  bat  without  violating  the 
constitutions  of  the  states.  The  revenue  collected  was  to  be^ 
paid  to  the  state  in  which  it  should  accrue. 

Congress,  on  making  requisitions  on  the  states,  was  to  fix 
^'the  proper  periods  when  the  states  shall  pass  legislative  acts 
giving  full  and  complete  efEect  to  the  same."  In  case  of  neg- 
lect, the  state  was  to  be  charged  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent 
per  annum  on  its  quota  in  money,  and  twelve  per  cent  on  the 
ascertained  average  expenses  on  its  quota  of  land  forces. 

If  a  state  should,  for  ten  months,  neglect  to  pass  laws  in 
compliance  with  the  requisition,  and  if  a  majority  of  the  states 
should  have  passed  such  laws,  then,  but  not  till  then,  the  reve- 
nue required  by  congress  was  to  be  apportioned  on  towns  or 
counties  and  collected  by  the  collectors  of  the  last  state  tax. 
Should  they  refuse  to  act,  congress  might  appoint  others  with 
similar  rights  and  powers,  and  with  full  power  and  authority 
to  enforce  the  collections.  Should  a  state,  or  citizens  without 
the  disapproval  of  the  state,  offer  opposition,  the  conduct  of 
the  state  was  to  be  considered  ^^  as  an  open  violation  of  the  fed- 
eral compact.'* 

Interest  was  to  be  allowed  on  advances  by  states  and  charged 
on  arrears. 

A  new  system  of  revenue  could  be  established  by  eleven 
states  out  of  the  thirteen ;  and  so  in  proportion  as  the  number 
of  states  might  increase. 

The  United  States  were  to  have  the  sole  and  exclusive 
power  to  define  and  punish  treason  against  them,  misprision  of 
treason,  piracy  or  felonies  on  the  high  seas,  and  to  institute, 
by  appointments  from  the  different  parts  of  the  union,  a  fed- 
eral court  of  seven  judges,  of  whom  four  would  constitute  a 
quorum,  to  hear  appeals  from  the  state  courts  on  matters  con- 

*  From  reports  of  the  committee.  These  amended  rcsoktioos  may  well  ho 
liken  as  representing  the  intentions  of  Charles  Pinckncy  at  that  time.  A  copy  of 
thom,  Tery  greatly  abridged,  is  pretenred  in  the  French  archi?e8. 
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ceming  treaties  with  foreign  powers,  or  the  law  of  nations,  or 
commerce,  or  the  federal  revenues,  or  important  questions 
wherein  the  United  States  should  be  a  party. 

To  enforce  the  attendance  of  members  of  congress,  a  state 
might  punish  its  faulty  delegate  by  a  disqualification  to  hold 
office  under  the  United  States  or  any  state. 

These  resolutions,  though  most  earnestly  discussed  in  con- 
gress, were  left  to  repose  among  its  countless  reports.  They 
did  not  offer  one  eSectiye  remedy  for  existing  evils;  they 
never  could  win  a  majority  in  congress ;  no  one  fancied  that 
they  could  obtain  the  unanimous  assent  of  the  states;  and, 
could  they  have  gained  it,  the  articles  of  confederation  would 
have  remained  as  feeble  as  before.  Still  less  was  it  possible 
for  congress  to  raise  an  annual  revenue.  The  country  was  in 
arrears  for  the  interest  on  its  funded  debt,  and  in  the  last  two 
years  had  received  not  more  than  half  a  million  dollars  in 
specie  from  all  the  states — a  sum  not  sufficient  for  the  annual 
ordinary  charges  of  the  federal  government.  Pennsylvania 
had  complied  with  the  late  requisitions  almost  with  exactitude ; 
Maryland  and  Yirginia  had  furnished  liberal  supplies;  Kew 
York  exerted  herself,  and  successfully,  by  the  aid  of  her  cus- 
tom-house ;  but  Massachusetts  and  all  the  other  'New  England 
states  were  in  arrears,  and  the  three  southernmost  states  had 
paid  little  money  since  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war.  Con- 
gress confessed  that  it  could  not  raise  a  revenue  imless  meas- 
ures were  adopted  for  funding  the  foreign  and  domestic  debts, 
and  they  went  back  to  the  system  framed  by  Madison  in  April 
1783 ;  but  the  success  of  that  measure  depended  on  a  unani- 
mous grant  of  new  power  to  the  general  government.  All  tho 
states  except  New  York  had  assented  to  the  principle  of  deriv- 
ing a  federal  revenue  from  imports,  though  the  assenting  acts 
of  a  majority  of  them  still  required  modifications.  Congress 
saw  fit  to  assume  that  nothing  remained  but  to  obtain  the  con- 
sent of  that  one  state. 

In  March  a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New 
York  unanimously  petitioned  the  legislature  to  consent  to  the 
system  which  alone  could  give  energy  to  the  union  or  pros- 
perity to  commerce.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  contended  that 
the  confederation  and  the  constitution  of  each  state  are  the 
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f  otmdatioiiB  which  neither  congress  nor  the  l^islatnres  of  the 
states  can  alter,  and  on  which  it  is  the  duty  of  both  to  build ; 
that  the  surrender  to  congress  of  an  independent  authority  to 
levy  duties  would  be  the  surrender  of  an  authority  that  inheres 
necessarily  in  the  respectiye  legislatures  of  each  state ;  that 
deviation  from  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  American 
constitutions  would  be  ruinous,  first,  to  the  liberty  of  the  states, 
and  then  to  their  existence ;  that  congress,  already  holding  in 
one  hand  the  sword,  would  hold  in  the  other  the  purse,  and 
concentrate  in  itself  the  sovereignty  of  the  thirteen  states ;  that 
it  is  the  division  of  the  great  republic  into  different  republics 
of  a  middling  size  and  confederated  laws  which  save  it  from 
despotism.^ 

The  legislature  of  Kew  York  conformed  to  these  opinions, 
and,  while  on  the  fourth  of  May  it  imposed  the  duty  of  five 
per  cent,  it  reserved  to  itself  the  revenue  with  the  sole  right 
of  its  collection.  Nor  was  it  long  before  Pennsylvania,  which 
held  a  large  part  of  the  public  debt,  suspended  its  adhesion  to 
the  revenue  plan  of  congress  unless  it  should  include  supple- 
mentary funds.  In  August,  King  and  Monroe  were  dispatdied 
by  congress  to  confer  with  its  legislature.  It  is  on  record  that 
the  speech  of  King  was  adapted  to  insure  applause  even  from 
an  Attic  audience ;  f  but  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  next 
assembly. 

Congress  joined  battle  more  earnestly  with  New  York 
They  recommended  the  executive  to  convene  its  legislature 
immediately  for  the  purpose  of  granting  the  impost.  The 
governor  made  reply :  "  I  have  not  power  to  convene  the  legis- 
lature except  on  extraordinary  occasions,  and,  as  the  present 
business  has  repeatedly  been  laid  before  them,  and  has  so  re- 
cently received  their  determination,  it  cannot  come  within 
that  descriptioiL"  Congress  repeated  its  demand,  and  it  only 
served  to  call  from  Clinton  a  firm  renewal  of  his  refusal  The 
strife  had  degenerated  into  an  altercation  which  only  estab- 
lished before  the  country  that  congress,  though  it  would  not 
call  a  convention  and  could  not  of  itself  frame  fit  amend- 
ments to  the  confederation,  had  not  power  to  raise  an  aimual 

*  Report  of  the  Austrian  agent,  Bertholtf,  1  April  1786.    MS. 
f  Heniy  HiU  to  Washington,  1  October  1786. 
VOL.  TL— 18 
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revenue  for  the  wants  of  the  government  at  home,  or  to  rescue 
the  honor  of  the  nation  from  default  in  payments  of  interest 
on  moneys  borrowed  to  secure  their  independence. 

The  need  of  reform  extended  equally  to  the  relation  of  the 
republic  to  foreign  powers.  Congress  had  no  other  means  of 
fulfilling  its  treaty  obligations  than  through  the  good-will  and 
concurrence  of  every  one  of  the  states ;  though  in  theory  the 
articles  of  confederation  presented  the  United  States  to  all 
other  states  a3  one  nation. 

The  difficulty  which  caused  these  perpetual  failures  was  in- 
herent and  incurable.  Congress  undertook  to  enact  requisi- 
tions, and  then  direct  the  legislatures  of  thirteen  independent 
states  to  pass  laws  to  give  them  effect,  itself  remaining  help- 
less till  they  should  do  so.  A  deliberative  body  ordering  an- 
other independent  deliberative  body  what  laws  to  make  is  an 
anomaly ;  and,  in  the  case  of  congress,  the  hopelessness  of  har- 
mony was  heightened  by  the  immense  extent  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  differences  of  time  when  the  legislatures  of  the 
several  states  convened,  and  by  a  conflict  of  the  interests,  pas- 
sions, hesitancies,  and  wills  of  thirteen  legislatures,  independent 
of  each  other  and  uncontrolled  by  a  conunon  head.  No  ray 
of  hope  remained  but  from  the  convention  which  Yii^ginia 
had  invited  to  assemble  on  the  first  Monday  in  September  at 
Annapolis. 
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CHAPTER  Vm. 

YIBGI2TIA  nrVTTES  DEPUTIES  OF  THE  SEYEBAL  LEGIBLATUBE8  OF 

the  states  to  meet  in  cokyentiok. 
Septembeb  1786  to  May  1.787. 

CoNGBSss  haYing  confessedly  failed  to  find  ways  and  means  ' 
for  carrying  on  the  goYemment,  the  conYention  which  had  \ 
been  called  to  Annapolis  became  the  groand  of  hope  for  the 
nation.     The  house  of  delegates  of  Maryland  promptly  ac- 
cepted the  inYitation  of  Yirginia,  bnt  the  senate,  in  its  zeal  to 
strengthen  the  appeal  which  congress  was  then  addressing  to 
the  states  for  a  rcYenne,  refused  its  concurrence.    Neidier 
Connecticut,  nor  South  Carolina,  nor  Georgia  sent  delegates 
to  the  meeting.     In  Massachusetts  two  sets  of  nominecEf, 
among  whom  appears  the  name  of  Gteorge  Cabot,  declined  the 
sendee ;  the  third  were,  like  the  Rhode  Island  delegates,  ar^  ^ 
rested  on  the  way  by  tidings  that  the  conYention  was  oYer. 

EYcry  one  of  tiie  commissioners  chosen  for  New  York, 
among  whom  were  Egbert  Benson  and  Hamilton,  was  en- 
grossed by  pressing  duties.  Egbert  Benson,  the  guiding  states- 
man in  the  Hartford  conYention  of  1780,  was  engaged  as 
attorney-general  in  the  courts  at  Albany.  With  Schloss  Ho- 
bart,  the  upright  judge,  he  agreed  that  the  present  opportunity 
for  obtaining  a  roYision  of  the  system  of  general  gOYcmment 
ought  not  to  be  neglected.  He  therefore  consigned  his  pub- 
lic business  to  a  friend,  reported  the  couYersation  with  Schloss 
Hobart  to  Hamilton  in  New  York,  and  repaired  with  him  to 
Annapolis.  There,  on  the  elcYcnth  of  September,  they  found 
Madison  with  the  commissioners  of  Yirginia  aiming  at  a  pleni- 
I>otentiary  general  conYention,  and  commissioners  from  New 
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Jersey  instracted  by  their  l^islature  to  be  content  with  noth- 
ing lees  than  a  new  federal  goyemment.  Ko  state  north  of 
New  York  was  represented,  and  no  one  sonth  of  Delaware 
save  Virginia.  It  was  a  meeting  of  central  states.  One 
thought  animated  the  assembly.  Dickinson,  a  principal  author 
of  the  articles  of  confederation,  was  nnanimously  elected  chair- 
man ;  and,  with  the  same  unanimity,  a  committee  was  ndsed 
to  prepare  a  report  Hamilton,  though  not  of  the  committee, 
made  a  draft ;  this  the  convention  employed  two  days  in  con- 
sidering and  amending,  when  the  resulting  form  was  unani- 
mously adopted.  In  clear  and  passionless  language  they  ex- 
pressed their  conviction  that  it  would  advance  the  interests  of 
the  union  if  the  states  which  they  represented  would  agree, 
and  use  their  endeavors  to  procure  the  concurrence  of  the 
/  other  states  to  agree,  ^^to  meet  at  Philadelphia  on  the  second 
/  Monday  of  the  next  May  to  consider  the  situation  of  the 
/  United  States,  and  devise  such  further  provisions  as  should 
/  appear  necessary  to  render  the  constitution  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  union ;  and  to  re- 
port to  congress  such  an  act  as,  when  agreed  to  by  them  and 
confirmed  by  the  legislatures  of  every  sl^te,  would  effectually 
provide  for  the  same."  *  The  proposition  was  explicit ;  the 
place  for  meeting  wisely  chosen ;  and  the  time  within  which 
congress  and  the  thirteen  states  must  decide  and  the  conven- 
tion meet  for  its  work  was  limited  to  less  than  eight  months. 

In  a  few  days  the  report,  signed  by  the  yenerated  name  of 
Dickinson,  was  received  by  congress ;  but  the  delegation  from 
Massachusetts,  led  by  King,  prevented  the  recommendation  of 
the  measure  which  the  deputations  at  Annapolis  had  asked 
f  or.f  The  governor  of  New  York  was  of  opinion  that  the 
confederation  as  it  stood  was  equal  to  the  purposes  of  the 
union,  or,  with  little  alteration,  coidd  be  made  so ;  and  that  the 
commissioners  from  New  York  should  have  confined  them- 
selves to  the  purposes  of  their  errand.  $ 

On  the  tenth  of  October  Rufus  TTing  appeared  before  the 
house  of  representatives  of  Massachusetts,  and,  in  the  presence 
of  an  audience  which  crowded  the  galleries,  insisted  that  the 

*  EUiot,  L,  11M20.  f  Carrington  to  Hadiflon,  18  December  1786. 

X  Hamilton,  tL,  60G. 
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confederation  was  the  act  of  the  people ;  that  no  part  could 
be  altered  but  on  the  initiation  of  congress  and  the  confirma- 
tion of  aU  the  seyeral  l^islatnres ;  if  the  work  should  be  done 
by  a  convention,  no  l^islatnre  could  have  a  right  to  confirm 
it;  congress,  and  congress  only,  was  the  proper  body  to  pro- 
pose alterations.  In  these  views  he  was,  a  few  days  later,  sup- 
ported by  Nathan  Dane.  The  house  of  representatives,  con- 
forming to  this  advice,  refused  to  adopt  the  suggestions  that 
came  from  Annapolis ;  and  there  was  not  to  be  another  session 
before  the  time  proposed  for  the  general  convention  at  Fhila- 
delphia.* 

From  this  state  of  despair  the  country  was  lifted  by  Madi- 
son and  Virginia.  The  recommendation  of  a  plenipotentiaiy 
convention  was  well  received  by  the  assembly  of  Virginia, 
The  utter  failure  of  congress  alike  in  administration  and  in 
reform,  the  rapid  advances  of  the  confederation  toward  rain, 
at  length  proselyted  the  most  obstinate  adversaries  to  a  politi- 
cal renovation.  On  the  motion  of  Madison,  the  assembly, 
showing  the  revolution  of  sentiment  which  the  experience  of 
one  year  had  effected,  gave  its  xmanimous  sanction  to  the  recom- , 
mendation  from  Annapolis-t  "We  come  now  upon  the  week 
glorious  for  Virginia  beyond  any  event  in  its  annals,  or  in  the 
history  of  any  former  republic  Madison  had  been  calm  and 
prudent  and  indefatigable,  always  acting  with  moderation,  and 
always  persistent  of  purpose.  The  hour  was  come  for  frank 
and  bold  words,  and  decisive  action.  Madison,  giving  effect  to 
his  own  long-cherished  wishes  and  the  still  earlier  wishes  of 
Washington,  addressing  as  it  were  the  whole  country  and  mar- 
shalling all  the  states,  recorded  the  motives  to  the  action  of  his 
own  commonwealth  in  these  words : 

^^  The  commissioners  who  assembled  at  Annapolis,  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  September  last,  for  the  purpose  of  devising 
and  reporting  the  means  of  enabling  congress  to  provide  ef-t 
fectually  for  the  commercial  interests  of  the  United  StatesJ 
have  represented  the  necessity  of  extending  the  revision  of  the 
federal  system  to  all  its  defects,  and  have  recommended  that 
deputies  for  that  purpose  be  appointed  by  the  several  legisla- 
tures, to  meet  in  convention  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on  the 

*  Garrington  to  Madison,  18  December  1786.  f  Hadison,  l»  259. 
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second  day  of  May  next — a  provision  preferable  to  a  discnssion 
of  the  subject  in  congress,  where  it  might  be  too  mnch  inter- 
rupted by  ordinary  business^  and  where  it  would,  besides,  be  de- 
prived of  the  counsels  of  individuals  who  are  restrained  from  a 
seat  in  that  assembly.  The  general  assembly  of  this  common- 
wealth, taking  into  view  the  situation  of  the  confederacy,  as 
well  as  reflecting  on  the  alarming  representations  made  from 
time  to  time  by  the  United  States  in  congress,  particularly  in 
their  act  of  the  fifteenth  day  of  February  last,  can  no  longer 
doubt  that  the  crisis  is  arrived  at  which  the  people  of  America 
are  to  decide  the  solemn  question  whether  they  will,  by  wise  and 
magnanimous  efforts,  reap  the  fruits  of  independence  and  of 
union,  or  whether,  by  giving  way  to  unmanly  jealousies  and 
prejudices,  or  to  partial  and  transitory  interests,  they  will  re- 
nounce the  blessings  prepared  for  them  by  the  revolution.  The 
same  noble  and  extended  policy,  and  the  same  fraternal  and  af- 
fectionate sentiments  which  originally  determined  the  citizens 
of  this  conMnonwealth  to  unite  with  tiieir  brethren  of  the  other 
states  in  establishing  a  federal  government,  cannot  but  be  felt 
with  equal  force  now  as  motives  to  lay  aside-  every  inferior 
consideration,  and  to  concur  in  such  further  concessions  and 
provisions  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  objects  for  which 
that  government  was  instituted,  and  render  the  United  States 
as  happy  in  peace  as  they  have  been  glorious  in  war." 

Such  is  the  preamble  adopted  without  a  dissenting  voice 
by  the  general  assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  as 
they  acceded  to  the  proposal  from  Annapolis  with  this  one 
variation,  that  the  new  federal  constitution,  after  it  should  be 
agreed  to  by  congress,  was  to  be  established,  not  by  the  legis- 
latures of  the  states,  but  by  the  states  themselves,  thus  opening 
the  way  for  special  conventions  of  the  several  states. 

In  selecting  her  own  delates,  Virginia  placed  Washing- 
ton at  their  head,  surrounded  by  Madison,  Bandolph,  and  Ma- 
son. Bandolph,  the  newly  elected  governor  of  the  state, 
adopting  words  of  Washington,  sent  the  act  of  his  state  to 
congress,  and  to  the  executive  of  each  one  of  the  states  in  the 
union,  asking  their  concurrence. 

Hardly  had  the  tardy  post  of  that  day  brought  the  glad- 
dening news  to  New  Jersey,  when  that  state,  first  of  the 
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twelve,  on  the  twenty-third  of  November,  took  its  place  at  the 
side  of  Virginia.  Pennsylvania  did  not  let  the  year  go  by 
without  joining  them.  Norlli  Carolina  acceded  in  January 
1787,  and  Delaware  in  February  of  the  following  year. 

The  solemn  words  of  Yirginia,  the  example  of  the  three 
central  states,  the  inspiring  influence  of  Hamilton,  the  return 
to  congress  of  Madison  who  was  preparing  himself  for  the 
convention  and  professed  great  expectations  of  good  effects 
from  the  measure,  caused  the  scales  to  fall  from  the  eyes 
of  King.  The  year  was  but  six  weeks  old  when  he  wrote 
to  Gerry,  who  had  thus  far  been  his  ally:  "Although  my 
sentiments  are  the  same  as  to  the  legality  of  the  measure, 
I  think  we  ought  not  to  oppose,  but  to  coincide  with  this 
project  Events  are  hunying  us  to  a  crisis.  Prudent  and 
sagacious  men  should  be  ready  to  seize  the  most  favorable 
circumstances  to  establish  a  more  perfect  and  vigorous  gov- 
ernment." * 

A  grand  committee  of  the  seventh  congress  reported  in 
February,  by  a  bare  majority  of  one,  that,  "  entirely  coinciding 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners,  they  did  strongly 
recommend  to  the  different  legislatures  to  send  forward  dele- 
gates to  the  proposed  convention  at  Philadelphia;"  but  they 
never  ventured  to  ask  for  a  vote  upon  their  report  Meantime, 
the  legislature  of  New  York,  in  an  instruction  to  their  dele- 
gates in  congress,  taking  no  notice  of  the  meeting  at  Annapolis, 
recommended  a  general  convention  to  be  initiated  by  congress 
itself.  The  proposition,  as  brought  forward  by  the  New  York 
delegates,  named  no  place  or  time  for  the  convention,  and  knew 
nothing  of  any  acts  which  had  not  proceeded  from  congress. 
It  failed  by  a  laige  majority.  King  of  Massachusetts,  seizing 
the  opportunity  to  reconcile  his  present  coalition  with  Madison 
and  Hamilton  with  his  old  opinion  that  congress  alone  could 
initiate  a  reform  of  the  constitution,  substituted  a  motion  which 
carefully  ignored  the  act  of  the  meeting  at  Annapolis,  and 
recommended  a  convention  as  an  original  measure  of  congress, 
but  identical  in  time  and  place  with  the  appointment  of  the  \ 
Annapolis  commissioners.  This  motion,  which  was  so  framed 
as  not  to  invalidate  elections  already  made,  was  accepted  without  1 

*  Aii8tiii*t  Qtnj,  IL,  8,4,  7,  and  8.  ' 
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opposition.*  In  this  way  the  self-love  of  congress  was  appeased, 
and  its  anthority  array^  in  favor  of  a  general  convention. 

All  parties  in  the  legislature  of  New  York  then  took  up 
the  subject  of  representation  in  the  convention.  Yates,  in  the 
senate,  proposed  that  "the  new  provisions  in  the  articles  of 
confederation  should  not  be  repugnant  to  or  inconsbtent  with 
the  constitution  of  the  state."  The  motion  was  rejected  by  the 
casting  vote  of  the  president.  The  house  would  have  appointed 
five  delegates  to  the  convention,  but  the  inflexible  senate  lim- 
ited the  number  to  three,  and  named  Yates,  Lansing,  and  Ham- 
ilton, who  were  elected  in  both  branches  without  opposition. 

In  1786,  the  sufierings  of  the  debtors  in  Massachusetts,  es- 
pecially in  its  central  and  western  counties,  embittered  by  the 
devices  of  attorneys  to  increase  their  own  emoluments,  and  ag- 
grieved by  the  barbarous  laws  of  that  day  which  doomed  the 
debtor,  however  innocent,  to  imprisonment  at  the  caprice  of  his 
creditor,  had  driven  them  to  interrupt  the  courts  in  Worces- 
ter. In  the  three  western  counties  measures  were  taken  to 
close  the  courts ;  and  once,  for  a  moment,  the  national  armory 
at  Springfield  was  menaced.  The  movement  assumed  the  as- 
pect of  an  insurrection,  almost  of  a  rebellion,  which  received 
support  even  from  husbandmen  otherwise  firm  supporters  of 
the  law.  The  measures  of  Bowdoin,  in  which  he  was  through- 
out supported  by  Samuel  Adams,  were  marked  by  decision, 
celerity,  and  lenity.  The  real  cause  of  the  distress  was,  in  part, 
the  failure  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  itself  to  meet  its  obli- 
gations ;  and,  still  more,  the  bankruptcy  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, which  owed  large  sums  of  money  to  inhabitants  of  almost 
every  town  for  service  in  achieving  the  independence  of  their 
country.  Wherever  the  insurgents  gathered  in  numbers,  Bow- 
doin sent  a  larger  force  than  they  could  muster.  In  this  way 
he  gave  authority  to  every  branch  of  the  government  and  peace 
to  every  town.  He  maintained  the  majesty  of  the  law  by  open- 
ing the  courts  for  the  conviction  of  the  worst  ofEenders ;  but, 
interposing  with  his  prerogative  of  mercy,  he  did  not  sufEer  the 
life  of  any  one  of  them  to  be  taken.  For  the  restoration  of 
the  public  and  private  finances,  he  called  together  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  commonwealth,  which  applauded  his  conduct,  and 

♦  Joumalfl,  iv.,  728,  724.    GUpin,  587,  588,  619,  620.    EUiot,  y.,  96,  106. 
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fulfilled  the  long  dedre  of  his  heart  On  the  twenty-eecond  of 
Febroary  1787,  six  days  in  advance  of  New  York,  and  as  yet 
in  ignorance  of  what  had  been  done  in  congrees,  they  acceded 
to  tiie  invitation  from  Annapolis.  Before  its  delegates  were 
chosen,  the  recommendation  of  a  convention  by  that  body  was 
known ;  and  Bowdoin,  in  their  commissions,  wisely  made  nse 
of  the  words  of  congress. 

The  two  southern  states  chose  their  delegates  to  the  conven- 
tion in  ApriL  Connecticnt  waited  for  its  day  of  election  in 
May.  Then  Eliznr  Gk)odrich,  the  preacher  of  the  election 
sermon,  proved  from  one  of  the  prophets  of  Israel  the  duty  of 
strengthening  the  national  nnion  and  restoring  the  national 
honor,  or  they  wonld  be  obliged  themselves  to  repeat  the  lam- 
entation that  ^^  from  the  daughter  of  Zion  all  her  beauty  was  de- 
parted." ^^  Gentlemen,"  he  broke  out  to  those  to  whom  he  was 
preaching,  ^^  Heaven  unite  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  Amer- 
ica in  the  proposed  convention  of  the  states  in  some  equal  sys- 
tem of  federal  subordination  and  sovereignty  of  the  states."  On 
the  twelfth,  Samuel  Huntington,  the  governor,  addressing  the 
legislature,  recommended  a  superintending  power  that  should 
secure  peace  and  justice  between  the  states,  and  between  all  the 
states  and  foreign  nations.  ^^  I  am,"  he  said,  ^^  an  advocate  for 
an  efficient  general  government,  and  for  a  revenue  adequate 
to  its  nature  and  its  exigencies.  Should  the  imposts  be  carried 
to  excess,  it  will  promote  the  growth  of  manufacture  among 
yourselves  of  the  articles  affected  by  them,  and  proportionally 
increase  our  wealth  and  independence.  Manufactures  more 
than  any  other  employment  will  increase  our  numbers,  in  which 
consists  the  strength  and  glory  of  a  people."  *  The  assembly 
then  chose  to  the  convention  three  men  who  were  all  closely 
united,  and  so  able  that  scarce  any  delegation  stood  before 
them. 

Maryland,  rent  by  a  faction  eager  for  the  issue  of  paper 
money,  did  not  elect  delegates  till  near  the  end  of  May. 
New  Hampshire,  from  the  poverty  of  her  treasury,  delayed 
its  choice  till  June.  Ehode  Island  alone,  under  the  sway  of  a 
perverse  party  spirit  which  was  fast  ebbing,  refused  to  be  rep- 
resented in  the  convention. 

*  Carey's  Museum,  il,  896. 
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The  people  of  the  United  States  watched  the  result  of  the 
convention  with  trembling  hope.  "  Shall  we  have  a  king  ? " 
asked  Jay,  and  himself  answered :  "Not,  in  my  opinion,  while 
other  expedients  remain  untried."  *  It  was  foreseen  that  a  fail- 
ure would  be  followed  by  the  establishment  of  three  separate 
confederacie8.t  The  ministry  of  England  harbored  the  thought 
of  a  constitutional  monarchy,  with  a  son  of  Oeor^  IIL  as 
king ;  and  they  were  not  without  alarm  lest  gratitude  to  France 
should  place  on  an  American  throne  a  prince  of  the  house  of 
Bourbon.  $ 

The  task  of  preparing  the  outlines  of  a  constitution  as  the 
basis  for  the  deliberations  of  the  convention  was  undertaken 
by  Madison.  His  experience  and  his  studies  fitted  him  for 
the  office.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  convention  which 
formed  the  first  constitution  for  Yirginia ;  of  its  first  legisla- 
ture as  a  state ;  of  its  executive  council  when  Patrick  Heniy 
and  Jefferson  were  governors;  for  three  years  a  delegate  in 
congress ;  then  a  member  of  the  Yiiginia  legislature ;  a  com- 
missioner at  Annapolis ;  and,  so  soon  as  the  rule  of  rotation 
permitted,  once  more  a  member  of  congress.  From  the  dec- 
laration of  independence  he  had  devoted  himself  to  the  study 
of  republican  and  of  federal  government  On  the  failure  at 
Annapolis,  Jefferson  cheered  him  on  to  a  broader  reformation : 
to  make  the  states  one  nation  as  to  foreign  concerns,  and  keep 
them  distinct  in  domestic  ones ;  to  organize  ^^  the  federal  head 
into  legislative,  executive,  and  judiciary ; "  to  control  the  in- 
terference of  states  in  general  affairs  by  an  appeal  to  a  federal 
court.  With  Edmund  Bandolph,  Madison  insisted  that  from 
him,  as  governor  of  Yirginia,  the  convention  would  expect 
some  leading  proposition,  and  dwelt  on  the  necessity  of  his 
bending  his  thoughts  seriously  to  the  great  work  of  prepara- 
tion ;  but  Bandolph  declined,  pleading  his  want  of  the  neces- 
sary leisure.  Madison  proceeded  without  dismay.  He  held 
as  a  fixed  principle  that  the  new  system  should  be  ratified  by 
the  people  of  the  several  states,  so  that  it  might  be  clearly 
paramount  to  their  individual  legislative  authority.  He  would 
make  no  material  sacrifices  to  local  or  transient  prejudices.    To 

•  SporkA,  ix.,  611. 
t  Madison,  L,  280.  X  Temple,  infra ;  Adama,  riii.,  420. 
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him  the  independence  of  each  separate  state  was  utterly  irre- 
concilable with  the  idea  of  an  aggregate  sovereignty,  while  a 
consolidation  of  the  states  into  one  simple  republic  was  neither 
expedient  nor  attamable.*  In  the  endeavor  to  reconcile  the 
due  supremacy  of  the  nation  with  the  preservation  of  the  local 
authorities  in  their  subordinate  usefulness,  he  did  not  escape 
mistakes ;  but  he  saw  clearly  that  a  widely  extended  territory^ 
was  the  true  domain  for  a  republic,  and  in  advance  of  the  fed- 
eral convention  he  sketched  for  his  own  use  f  and  that  of  his 
friends,  j:  and  ultimately  of  the  convention,  a  thoroughly  com- 
prehensive constitutional  government  for  the  union.  ^ 
Washington  at  Mount  Vernon  was  equally  studious.  He 
made  himself  &miliar  with  the  reasonings  of  Montesquieu ; 
and  he  obtained  the  opinions,  not  of  Madison  only,  but  of 
Enox  and  of  Jay.  From  their  letters  and  his  own  experience 
he  drew  three  separate  outlines  of  a  new  constitution,  difEeiing 
in  manifold  ways,  and  yet  each  of  the  three  designed  to  restore 
and  consolidate  the  union.^ 

*  Madison,  L,  281  f  Notes  on  the  confedertcj,  Madison,  I,  820-828. 

X  Madison  to  Jefferson,  19  March  1787,  Madison,  i.,  284 ;  to  Uandolph,  Gilpin, 
631 ;  ElUot,  107 ;  to  Washington,  Sparks,  ix.,  516. 

•  North  American  BcTiew,  xxr.,  263. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHAPTER  L 

THB  OONSTriUTiON  IN  OUTLXNB. 

14  May  to  13  Junk  1787. 

Do  nations  float  darkling  down  the  stream  of  the  ages  with- 
out hope  or  consolation,  swaying  with  every  wind  and  igno- 
rant whither  they  are  drifting?  or,  is  there  a  superior  power 
of  intelligence  and  love,  which  is  moved  by  justice  and  shapes 
their  coarse? 

From  the  ocean  to  the  American  outposts  nearest  the  Mis- 
sissippi, one  desire  prevailed  for  a  closer  connection,  one  belief 
that  the  only  opportunity  for  its  creation  was  come.  Men  who, 
from  their  greater  attachment  to  the  states,  feared  its  hazards, 
neither  coveted  nor  accepted  an  election  to  the  convention,  and 
in  uneasy  watchfulness  awaited  the  course  of  events.  Willie 
Jones  of  North  Carolina,  declining  to  serve,  was  replaced  by 
Hugh  Williamson,  who  had  voted  with  Jefferson  for  excluding 
slavery  from  the  territories.  Patrick  Henry,  Thomas  Nelson, 
and  Kichard  Henry  Lee  refusing  to  be  delegates,  Edmund 
Eandolph,  then  governor  of  Yirginia  and  himself  a  delegate 
to  the  convention,  named  to  one  vacancy  James  McClnrg,  a 
professor  in  the  college  of  William  and  Mary  whom  Madison 
had  urged  upon  congress  for  the  office  of  secretary  of  foreign 
a&drs.  No  state  except  New  York  sent  a  delegation  insensible 
to  the  necessity  of  a  vigorous  union.  Discordant  passions  were 
repressed  by  tibe  solemnity  of  the  moment ;  and,  as  the  states- 
men who  were  to  create  a  new  constitution,  veterans  in  the 
war  and  in  the  halls  of  legislation,  journeyed  for  the  most  part 
on  horseback  to  their  pla^  of  meeting,  the  high-wrought  hopes 
of  the  nation  went  along  with  them.    Nor  did  they  deserve 
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the  interest  of  the  people  of  the  ITnited  States  alone;  tihey 
felt  the  ennobling  love  for  their  fellow-men,  and  knew  them- 
selves to  be  forerunners  of  reform  for  the  civilized  world. 

Gteorge  Washington  was  met  at  Chester  by  public  honors. 
From  the  Schuylkill  the  city  light  horse  escorted  him  into 
Philadelphia,  the  bells  chiming  all  the  while.  His  first  act 
was  to  wait  upon  Franklin,  the  president  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  May,  at  the  hour  appointed  for  open- 
ing the  federal  convention,  Yirginia  and  PennsylTania,  the 
only  states  which  were  sufficiently  represented,  repaired  to  the 
State-house,  and,  with  others  as  they  gathered  in,  continued  to 
do  so,  adjourning  from  day  to  day.  Of  deputies,  the  creden- 
tials of  Connecticut  and  Maryland  required  but  one  to  repre- 
sent the  state ;  of  New  York,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
two ;  of  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Virginia,  and 
North  Carolina,  three ;  of  Pennsylvania,  four.  The  delay  was 
turned  to  the  best  account  by  James  Madison  of  Yirginia. 
From  the  completion  of  the  Virgmia  delegation  by  the  arrival 
of  Oeorge  Mason,  who  came  with  unselfish  zeal  to  do  his  part 
in  fulfilling  ^^the  expectations  and  hopes  of  all  the  union," 
they  not  only  attended  the  general  session,  but  ^^  conferred 
together  by  themselves  two  or  three  hours  every  day  in  order 
to  form  a  proper  correspondence  of  sentiments."  *  As  their 
state  had  initiated  the  convention,  they  held  it  their  duty  at 
its  opening  to  propose  a  finished  plan  for  consideration. 

The  choice  lay  between  an  amended  confederacy  and  '^  the 
new  constitution  "  f  for  which  Washington  four  years  before 
had  pleaded  with  the  people  of  every  state.  "My  wish  is," 
so  he  had  written  to  Madison,  "  that  the  convention  may  adopt 
no  temporizing  expedients,  but  probe  the  defects  of  tiiie  con- 
stitution to  the  bottom  and  provide  a  radical  cure,  whether 
agreed  to  or  not  A  conduct  of  this  kind  will  stamp  wisdom 
and  dignity  on  their  proceedings,  and  hold  up  a  light  which 
sooner  or  later  will  have  its  influence."  X 

We  know  from  Bandolph  himself  that  before  departing 
for  the  convention  he  was  disposed  to  do  no  more  than  amend 

*  George  Mason  to  his  son,  Philadelphia,  20  May  1787. 

f  Washington  to  Lafayette,  5  April  1788.    Sparlcs,  TiiL,  412. 

t  Sparks,  ix.,  250,  81  March  1787. 
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the  oonf ederation ;  and  his  decision  was  likelj  to  have  great 
weight  in  the  councils  of  his  own  commonwealth.  When  his 
royalist  father,  attorney-general  of  Virginia,  took  refuge  with 
tl^  'Rngliflhj  the  son  deayed  to  his  native  land.  At  his  own 
request  and  the  solicitation  of  Bichard  Henry  Lee,  Washington 
receiyed  him  as  an  aid  during  the  siege  of  Boston.  In  1776 
he  took  a  part  in  the  conyention  for  forming  the  constitution 
of  Yirginia;  and  the  conyention  rewarded  his  patriotism  by 
electing  In'm  at  twenly-three  years  of  age  attorney-general  of 
Yirginia  in  the  place  of  his  father.  In  1779  he  preceded 
Madison  by  a  year  as  a  delegate  to  congress.  In  the  effort 
for  the  reform  of  the  confederation,  he,  with  Ellsworth  of 
Connecticut  and  Yamum  of  Rhode  Island  for  his  associates, 
was  the  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the 
defects  of  the  confederacy  and  the  new  powers  necessary  for 
its  efficiency.  In  1786  he  was  elected  goyemor  of  Yirgmia; 
and  now  in  his  thirty-fourth  year  he  was  sent  to  the  conyen- 
tion, bringing  with  him  a  reputation  for  ability  equal  to  his 
high  position,  and  in  the  race  for  public  honors  taking  the 
lead  of  James  Monroe.  But  with  all  his  merit  there  was  a 
strain  of  weakness  in  his  character,  so  that  he  was  like  a  soft 
metal  which  needs  to  be  held  in  place  by  coils  of  a  harder 
grain  than  its  own.  That  support  he  found  in  Madison,  who 
had  urged  him  to  act  a  foremost  part  in  the  conyention,  and 
had  laid  before  him  the  principles  on  which  the  new  goyem- 
ment  should  be  organized ;  and  in  Washington,  who  was  un- 
ceasing in  his  monitions  and  encouragement.  Bandolph,  on 
his  arriyal  in  Philadelphia,  at  once  yielded  to  their  influence, 
and  with  them  became  persuaded  that  the  confederacy  was 
destitute  of  eyery  energy  which  a  constitution  of  the  United 
States  ou^t  to  possess.* 

The  result  was  harmony  among  the  Yirginia  delegates. 
A  plan  for  a  national  goyemment,  which  imbodied  the 
thoughts  of  Madison,  altered  and  amended  by  their  joint  con- 
cultations,  was  agreed  to  by  them  alL  To  Bandolph,  as  the 
official  representatiye  of  the  state,  was  unanimously  assigned 
the  office  of  bringing  forward  the  outline  which  was  to  be 
known  as  the  plan  of  Yirginia.    This  forethought  proyided  in 


*  Koiidolph  to  Speaker,  10  October  1787. 
TOL.  TL — 14 
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season  a  chart  for  the  voyage,  bo  that  the  ship,  skilfully  bal- 
lasted and  trimmed  from  the  beginning,  could  be  steered 
through  perilous  channels  to  the  wished-for  haven. 

A  government  founded  directly  on  the  people  seemed  to 
justify  and  require  a  distribution  of  suffrage  in  the  national 
legislature  according  to  some  equitable  ratio.  Gouvemeur 
Morris  and  other  members  from  Pennsylvania  in  conversation 
urged  the  large  states  to  unite  from  the  first  in  refusing  to  the 
smaller  states  in  the  federal  convention  the  equal  vote  which 
they  enjoyed  in  the  congress  of  the  confederacy ;  but  the  Vir- 
ginians, while  as  the  largest  state  in  extent  and  in  numbers 
they  claimed  a  proportioned  legislative  suffrage  as  an  essential 
right  which  must  be  asserted  and  allowed,  stifled  the  project, 
being  of  the  opinion  that  the  small  states  would  be  more  will- 
ing to  renounce  this  unequal  privilege  in  return  for  an  efficient 
government,  than  to  disarm  themselves  before  the  battle  with- 
out an  equivalent''^ 

On  the  seventeenth.  South  Carolina  appeared  on  the  floor; 
on  the  eighteenth,  New  York ;  on  the  twenty  first,  Delaware; 
on  the  twenty-second.  North  Carolina.  Of  the  delegates,  some 
were  for  half-way  measures  from  fear  of  displeasing  the  people ; 
others  were  anxious  and  doubting.  Just  before  there  were 
enough  to  form  a  quorum,  Washington,  standing  self-collected 
in  the  midst  of  them,  his  countenance  more  than  usually  solemn, 
his  eye  seeming  to  look  into  futurity,  said :  "  It  is  too  probable 
that  no  plan  we  propose  will  be  adopted.  Perhaps  another 
dreadful  conflict  is  to  be  sustained.  If,  to  please  the  people, 
we  offer  what  we  ourselves  disapprove,  how  can  we  afterward 
defend  our  work  ?  Let  us  raise  a  standard  to  which  the  wise 
and  the  honest  can  repair;  the  event  is  in  the  hand  of  God."  t 

On  the  twenty-fifth.  New  Jersey,  completing  the  seven  states 
needed  to  form  a  house,  was  represented  by  William  Churchill 
Houston,  who  had  been  detained  by  illness,  and  was  too  weak 
to  remain  long.  There  were  from  the  South  four  states,  from 
the  North,  three ;  from  the  South,  nineteen  members,  from 

*  Madison  Papers,  edited  by  Gilpin,  726.    Stereotyped  reprint  of  Elliot,  125. 
t  Oration  by  Gouvemeur  Morris  upon  the  death  of  Washington,  81  December 
1799,  pp.  20,  21.     Morris  was,  in  May  1787,  present  in  Philadelphia,  and  relates 
"t  witnessed. 
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the  North,  ten.  At  the  desire  of  Benjamin  Franklin  of  Penn- 
sylvania, "Washington  was  nnanimously  elected  president  of  the 
convention.  Daring  the  organization  it  was  noticed  that  the 
del^ates  from  Delaware  were  prohibited  from  changing  the 
article  in  the  confederation  establishing  the  equality  of  votes 
among  the  states.**^ 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  the  representation  was  increased  to 
nine  states  by  the  arrival  of  Massachusetts  and  Maryland.  A 
letter  was  read  from  men  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  among 
them  John  Brown,  Jabez  Bowen,  "Welcome  Arnold,  and  Wil- 
liam Barton,  explaining  why  their  state  would  send  no  dele- 
gates to  the  convention,  and  hopefully  pledging  their  best  ex- 
ertions to  effect  the  ratification  of  its  proceedings-f  The  letter 
was  forwarded  and  supported  by  Vamimi,  a  member  from 
Khode  Island  in  congress. 

The  delegates  from  Maryland,  chosen  at  a  time  when  the 
best  men  of  the  state  were  absorbed  in  a  domestic  struggle 
against  new  issues  of  paper  money,  and  its  senate  by  its  stub- 
bom  resistance  was  estranged  from  the  house,  did  not  ade- 
quately represent  its  public  spirit ;  yet  the  majority  of  them  to 
the  last  promoted  the  national  union.  Of  the  fifty  five  in  the 
convention,  nine  were  graduates  of  Princeton,  four  of  Yale, 
three  of  Harvard,  two  of  Columbia,  one  of  Pennsylvania ;  five, 
six,  or  seven  had  been  connected  with  William  and  Mary's ; 
Scotland  sent  one  of  her  sons,  a  jurist,  who  had  been  taught  at 
three  of  her  universities,  and  Glasgow  had  assisted  to  train 
another;  one  had  been  a  student  in  Christ  Church,  Oxford, 
and  he  and  three  others  had  been  students  of  law  in  the  Tem- 
ple. To  many  in  the  assembly  the  work  of  the  great  French 
magistrate  on  the  "  Spirit  of  Laws,"  of  which  Washington 
with  his  own  hand  had  copied  an  abstract  by  Madison,  was  the 
favorite  manual ;  some  of  them  had  made  an  analysis  of  all 
federal  governments  in  ancient  and  modern  times,  and  a  few 
were  well  versed  in  the  best  English,  Swiss,  and  Dutch  writers 
on  government.  They  had  immediately  before  them  the  ex- 
ample of  Great  Britain ;  and  they  had  a  stiU  better  school  of 
political  wisdom  in  the  republican  constitutions  of  their  several 


•Gilpin,  728;  Elliot,  124. 

t  GUpin,  727 ;  ElUot,  126,  and  Appendix  No.  1. 
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states,  which  many  of  them  had  assisted  to  frame.  Altogether 
they  formed  "the  goodliest  fellowship  of*'  lawgivers  "whereof 
this  world  holds  record."  In  their  standing  rales  they  miani- 
monsly  forbade  any  registry  to  be  made  of  the  votes  of  indi- 
viduals, so  that  they  might,  without  reproach  or  observation, 
mutoally  receive  and  impart  instruction;  and  they  sat  with 
closed  doors,  lest  the  publication  of  their  debates  should  rouse 
the  country  to  obstinate  conflicts  before  they  themselves  should 
have  reached  their  conclusions. 

On  the  twenty-ninth^  Edmund  Eandolph,  the  governor  of 
Yirginia,  opened  the  business  of  the  convention  in  this  wise: 
"To  prevent  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies  of  the  downfall 
of  the  ITnited  States,  it  is  our  duty  to  inquire  into  the  defects 
of  the  confederation  and  the  requisite  properties  of  the  govern- 
ment now  to  be  framed ;  the  danger  of  the  situation  and  its 
remedy. 

"  The  confederation  was  made  in  the  infancy  of  the  science 
of  constitutions,  when  the  inefficiency  of  requisitions  was  un- 
known; when  no  commercial  discord  had  arisen  among  states; 
when  no  rebellion  like  that  in  Massachusetts  had  broken  out; 
when  foreign  debts  were  not  urgent ;  when  the  havoc  of  paper 
money  had  not  been  foreseen ;  when  treaties  had  not  been  vio- 

' — lated ;  and  when  nothing  better  could  have  been  conceded  by 
states  jealous  of  their  sovereignty.  But  it  offered  no  security 
against  foreign  invasion,  for  congress  could  neither  prevent  nor 
conduct  a  war,  nor  punish  infractions  of  treaties  or  of  the  law 
of  nations,  nor  control  particular  states  from  provoking  war. 
The  federal  government  has  no  constitutional  power  to  check 
a  quarrel  between  separate  states ;  nor  to  suppress  a  rebellion 
in  any  one  of  them ;  nor  to  establish  a  productive  impost;  nor 

-^  to  counteract  the  commercial  regulations  of  other  nations ;  nor 
to  defend  itself  against  encroachments  of  the  states.  From  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  ratified  in  many  of  the  states,  it 
cannot  be  claimed  to  be  paramount  to  the  state  constitutions ; 
so  that  there  is  a  prospect  of  anarchy  from  the  inherent  laxity 
of  the  government.  As  the  remedy,  the  government  to  be  es- 
tablished must  have  for  its  basis  the  republican  principle.*' 

He  then  proposed  fifteen  resolutions,  which  he  explained 
one  by  one. 
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^^  The  articles  of  oonf  ederation  ought  to  be  so  corrected  and 
enlarged  as  to  accomplish  the  objects  proposed  bj  their  insti- 
tution; namely,  ^common  defence,  securitj  of  liberty,  and  | 
general  welfare/  I 

^'  The  rights  of  eoSmge  in  the  national  legislature  onght  to 
be  proportioned  to  the  quotas  of  contribution,  or  to  the  num* 
ber  of  free  inhabitants. 

^^The  national  legislature  ought  to  consist  of  two  branches, 
of  which  the  members  of  the  first  or  democratic  house  ought 
to  be  elected  by  the  people  of  the  several  states ;  of  the  sec- 
ond, by  those  of  the  first,  out  of  persons  nominated  by  the  indi- 
vidual legislatures. 

"  The  national  legislature,  of  which  each  branch  ought  to 
possess  the  right  of  originating  acts,  ought  to  enjoy  the  legis- 
ktiye  rights  vested  in  congress  by  the  confederation,  and 
moreover  to  legislate  in  all  cases  to  which  the  separate  states  are 
incompetent,  or  in  which  the  harmony  of  the  United  States  , 
might  be  intenpipted  by  the  exercise  of  individual  legislation ; 
to  negative  all  laws  passed  by  the  several  states  contravening  | 
the  articles  of  union ;  and  to  call  forth  the  force  of  the  union ' 
against  any  member  of  the  union  failing  to  fulfil  its  duty  under  / 
the  articles  thereof.  ' 

"A  national  executive,  chosen  by  the  national  legislature 
and  ineligible  a  second  time,  ought  to  enjoy  the  executive 
rights  vested  in  congress  by  the  confederation,  and  a  general 
authority  to  execute  the  national  laws. 

^^  The  executive  and  a  convenient  number  of  the  national 
judiciary  ought  to  compose  a  council  of  revision,  with  author- 
ity to  examine  every  act  of  the  national  legislature  before  it 
shall  operate. 

^^  A  national  judiciary  ought  to  be  established ;  to  consist 
of  supreme  and  inferior  tribunals ;  to  be  chosen  by  the  national 
legislature ;  to  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior,  with 
jurisdiction  to  hear  and  determine  all  piracies  and  felonies  on 
thehighseas;  captures  from  an  enemy;  cases  in  which  foreign- 
ers and  citizens,  a  citizen  of  one  state  and  a  citizen  of  another 
state,  may  be  interested ;  cases  which  respect  the  collection  of 
the  national  revenue ;  impeachments  of  national  officers ;  and 
questions  which  may  involve  the  national  peace  and  harmony. 
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"  Provision  ought  to  be  made  for  the  admifision  of  states 
^-^lawfully  arising  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

i      "A  republican  government  and  the  territory  of  each  state 
"y  ought  to  be  guaranteed  by  the  United  States  to  each  state. 
^        "  Provision  ought  to  be  made  for  the  completion  of  all  the 
engagements  of  congress,  a^d  for  its  continuance  until  after  the 
articles  of  union  shall  have  been  adopted. 

'^  Provision  ought  to  be  made  for  the  amendment  of  the 
articles  of  union ;  to  which  the  assent  of  the  national  legislature 
ought  not  to  be  required. 

"  The  legislative,  executive,  and  judiciary  powers,  within 
the  several  states,  ought  to  be  bound  by  oath  to  support  the 
articles  of  union. 

^^  The  amendments  whidi  shall  be  offered  to  the  conf ederar 
tion  by  the  convention  ought,  after  the  approbation  of  congress, 
to  be  submitted  to  assemblies  of  representatives,  recommended 
by  the  several  legislatures  to  be  expressly  chosen  by  the  people 
to  consider  and  decide  thereon."  | 

Randolph  concluded  with  an  exhortation  to  the  convention 
not  to  suffer  the  present  opportunity  of  establishing  general 
harmony,  happiness,  and  liberty  in  tibe  United  States  to  pass 
away  unimproved.* 

The  new  articles  of  union  would  form  a  representative  re- 
public. The  nobleness  of  the  Virginia  delegation  appeared  in 
the  offer  of  an  option  to  found  representation  on  "  free  inhab- 
itants" alone.  The  proposed  government  would  be  truly  na- 
tional Kot  the  executive,  not  the  judges,  not  one  officer  em- 
ployed by  the  national  government,  not  members  of  the  first 
branch  of  the  legislature,  would  owe  their  election  to  the  states ; 
even  in  the  choice  of  the  second  branch  of  the  national  legisla- 
ture, the  states  were  only  to  nominate  candidates. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that,  as  Randolph  declared  the  propor- 
tioned rule  of  suffrage  to  be  "  the  basis  upon  which  the  larger 
states  could  assent  to  any  reform,"  saying,  ""We  ought  to  be 
one  nation,"  William  Paterson  of  New  Jersey  made  note  that 
^^  sovereignty  is  an  integral  thing,"  meaning  that  in  the  new 
union  the  states  must  be  equal  unless  they  all  were  to  be 
merged  into  oncf    The  house  referred  the  propositions  of 

•  GUpin,  781-786 ;  Elliot,  126-128.  \  Paterson  MSS. 
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Yirginia  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  miioiL* 
Charles  Pinckney  of  South  Carolina,  a  yonng  man  of  twenty- 
nine,  then  presented  a  plan  for  a  constitntion,  '^groonded  on 
the  same  principles  f  as  the  resolutions  "  of  Yirginia.  It  re- 
ceived the  same  reference,  but  no  part  of  it  was  used,  and  no 
copy  of  it  has  been  preserved. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth^  Nathaniel  Gorham  of 
Massadiusetts  having  been  elected  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  Bandolph  offered  a  resolution,  j:  which  Gouver- 
neur  Morris  had  formulated,  ^^that  a  national  government 
ought  to  be  established,  consisting  of  a  supreme  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive, and  judiciary.'*  The  force  of  tibe  word  "supreme" 
was  explained  to  be,  that,  should  the  powers  to  be  granted  to 
the  new  government  clash  with  the  powers  of  the  states,  the 
states  were  to  yield.* 

Fierce  Butler  of  South  Carolina  advanced  the  business  of 
the  day  by  saying  in  the  spirit  of  Montesquieu :  "  Heretofore  I 
have  opposed  the  grant  of  new  powers  to  congress  because  they 
would  all  be  vested  in  one  body ;  the  distribution  of  the  powers 
among  difEerent  bodies  will  induce  me  to  go  great  lengths  in 
its  support."  I 

"In  all  communities,"  said  Gouvemeur  Morris,  ** there 
must  be  one  supreme  power  and  one  only.  A  confederacy  is 
a  mere  compact,  resting  on  the  good  faith  of  the  parties ;  a 
national,  supreme  government  must  have  a  complete  and  com- 
pulsive operation."  Mason  argued " very  cogently "  :  "In  the 
nature  of  things  punishment  cannot  be  executed  on  the  states 
collectively ;  therefore  such  a  government  is  necessary  as  can 
operate  directly  on  individuals."  ^ 

Eoger  Sherman,  who  arrived  that  morning  and  enabled  Con- 
necticut to  vote,  was  not  yet  ready  to  do  more  than  vest  in  the 
general  government  a  power  to  raise  its  own  revenue ;  ^  and 
against  the  negative  of  his  state  alone.  New  York  being  divided, 
the  motion  was  carried  by  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  Yir- 
ginia, and  the  two  Carolinas,  on  this  day  aided  by  Delaware. 

♦  Gilpin,  786 ;  Elliot,  128.  f  Yates  In  ElUot,  L,  891. 

t  Gilpin,  747 ;  EUiot,  182.  «  Yates  in  Elliot,  i.,  892. 

I  GUpin,  747,  74S ;  ElUot,  138. 
^  Gflpin,  748 ;  Elliot,  188.  ^  Gilpin,  748 ;  Elliot,  188. 
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Alexander  Hamilton  of  New  York  next  moved  that  "  the 
rights  of  suffirage  in  the  national  legislature  onght  to  be  pro- 
portioned to  the  number  of  free  inhabitants ; ''  and  Bichard 
Dobbs  Spaight  of  North  Carolina  seconded  him.  Bnt,  to 
escape  irritating  debates,  the  resolution  was  postponed,  and 
Madison,  supported  by  Gouvemeur  Morris,  moved,  in  more 
general  terms,  ^^  that  the  equality  of  su£Erage  established  by 
the  articles  of  confederation  ought  not  to  prevail  in  the  na- 
tional legislature ;  and  that  an  equitable  ratio  of  representation 
ought  to  be  substituted."  * 

Faithful  to  his  instructions,  George  Bead  of  Delaware 
asked  that  the  consideration  of  the  clause  might  be  postponed; 
as  on  any  change  of  the  rule  of  suffrage  it  might  become  the 
duty  of  the  deputies  from  his  state  to  withdraw  from  the  con- 
vention. "Equality  of  suffrage,"  said  Madison,  "may  be  rea- 
sonable in  a  federal  union  of  sovereign  states ;  it  can  find  no 
place  in  a  national  government."  But,  from  the  spirit  of  con- 
ciliation, the  request  for  delay  was  granted.t 

The  next  day  Georgia  gained  the  right  to  vote  by  the  ar- 
rival of  William  Pierce,  a  Virginian  by  birth,  in  the  war  an  aid 
to  Greene,  and  now  a  member  of  congress.  The  Virginia  re- 
solve, that  the  national  legislature  should  be  composed  of  two 
branches,  passed  without  debate,  and,  but  for  Pennsylvania, 
unanimously ;  Hamilton  and  Bobert  Yates  of  New  York  vot- 
ing together."  X  Three  weeks  later,  Pennsylvania,  which  had 
hesitated  only  out  of  forbearance  toward  its  own  constitution, 
gave  in  its  adhesion.  The  decision,  which  was  in  harmony  with 
the  undisputed  and  unchanging  conviction  of  the  whole  people 
of  the  ITnited  States,  was  adopted,  partly  to  check  haste  in 
legislation  by  reciprocal  watchfulness,  and  partly  to  prevent 
the  fatal  conflict  which  might  one  day  take  place  between  a 
single  legislative  body  and  a  single  executive. 

On  the  method  of  electing  the  two  branches,  the  upholders 
of  the  sovereignty  of  each  state  contended  that  the  national 
government  ought  to  seek  its  agents  through  the  governments 
of  the  respective  states ;  others  preferred  diat  the  members  of 
the  first  branch  should  be  chosen  directly  by  the  people. 

•  Gilpin,  760,  761 ;  BUiot,  184. 
t  Gflpin,  751,  762 ;  EUiot,  184, 186.         t  Gilpin,  768 ;  EUiot,  185. 
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"  The  people,"  said  Sherman,  "  fihould  have  as  Kttle  to  do 
as  may  be  about  the  government ;  they  want  information  and 
are  constantly  liable  to  be  misled ;  the  election  onght  to  be  by 
the  state  legislatures."  ^^  The  people  do  not  want  virtue ;  but 
they  are  the  dupes  of  pretended  patriots,"  added  Elbridge 
G^rry  of  Massachusetts.  To  this  arraignment  of  the  people 
by  men  of  New  England,  MascHi  of  Virginia  replied :  "  The 
larger  branch  is  to  be  the  grand  depository  of  the  democratic 
principle  of  the  government  We  ought  to  attend  to  the 
rights  of  every  class  of  the  people.  I  have  often  wondered  at 
the  indifEerence  of  the  superior  classes  of  society  to  this  dictate 
of  humanity  and  policy."  ^^  Without  the  confidence  of  the 
people,"  said  James  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  "  no  government, 
least  of  all  a  republican  government,  can  long  subsist;  nor 
ought  the  weight  of  the  state  l^islatures  to  be  increased  by 
making  them  the  electors  of  the  national  legislature."  Madi- 
son, though  for  the  senate,  the  executive,  and  the  judiciary 
he  approved  of  refining  popular  appointments  by  successive 
^^filtrations,"  held  the  popular  election  of  one  branch  of  the 
national  legislature  indispensable  to  every  plan  of  free  gov- 
ernment.   This  opinion  prevailed.* 

It  was  agreed,  unanimously  and  without  debate,  that  the 
national  l^islature  should  possess  the  legislative  powers  of  the 
confederacy ;  but,  to  the  extension  of  them  to  all  cases  to  which 
the  state  legislatures  were  individually  incompetent,  Charles 
Pinckney,  John  Eutledge,  and  Butler,  all  the  three  of  South 
Carolina,  objected  that  the  vagueness  of  the  language  might 
imperil  the  powers  of  the  states.  But  Bandolph  disclaimed 
the  intention  of  giving  indefinite  powers  to  the  national  legis- 
lature, and  declared  himself  unalterably  opposed  to  such  an 
inroad  on  the  state  jurisdictions.  Madison  was  strongly  biased 
in  favor  of  enumerating  and  defining  the  powers  to  be  granted, 
although  he  could  not  suppress  doubts  of  its  practicability. 
"  But,"  said  he,  "  a  form  of  government  that  will  provide  for 
the  liberty  and  happiness  of  the  community  being  the  end  of 
our  deliberations,  all  the  necessary  means  for  attaining  it  must, 
however  reluctantly,  be  submitted  to."t    The  clause  was 

»  Gilpin,  768,  764,  766,  766 ;  EUiot,  185,  18«,  187. 
tGUpin,760;  ElUot,  189. 
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adopted  by  nine  states,  including  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 
Oliver  Ellsworth  of  Connecticut,  voting  against  Sherman,  di- 
vided that  state. 

The  clauses  in  the  Virginia  plan,  giving  to  the  national  legis- 
lature the  powers  necessary  to  preserve  harmony  among  the 
states,  to  negative  all  state  laws  contravening,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  national  legislature,  the  articles  of  imion,  or,  as  Benja- 
min Franklin  of  Pennsylvania  added,  "  contravem'ng  treaties 
subsisting  under  the  authority  of  the  imion,"  were  agreed  to 
without  debate  or  dissent. 

Madison  struggled  to  confer  on  the  national  legislature  the 
right  to  negative  at  its  discretion  any  state  law  whatever,  being 
of  the  opinion  that  a  negative  of  which  the  rightfulness  was 
unquestioned  would  strip  a  local  law  of  every  pretence  to  the 
character  of  legality,  and  thus  suppress  resistance  at  its  incep- 
tion. On  another  day,  explaining  his  motives,  he  said:  "A 
negative  on  state  laws  is  the  mildest  expedient  that  can  be  de- 
vised for  enforcing  a  national  decree.  Should  no  such  precau- 
tion be  engrafted,  the  only  remedy  would  be  coercion.  The 
negative  would  render  the  use  of  force  unnecessary.  In  a 
word,  this  prerogative  of  the  general  government  is  tiie  great 
pervading  principle  that  must  control  the  centrifugal  tendency 
of  the  states,  which,  without  it,  will  continually  fly  out  of  their 
proper  orbits,  and  destroy  the  order  and  harmony  of  the  po- 
litical system."  *  But  Ihe  convention  refused  to  adopt  his 
counsel. 

Lastly :  the  Virginia  plan  authorized  the  exertion  of  the 
force  of  the  whole  against  a  delinquent  state.  Madison,  ac- 
cepting the  argument  of  Mason,  expressed  a  doubt  of  the  prac- 
ticability, the  justice,  and  the  equity  of  applying  force  to  a 
collective  people.  " To  use  force  against  a  state,"  he  said,  "is 
more  like  a  declaration  of  war  than  an  infliction  of  punishment, 
and  would  be  considered  by  the  party  attacked  a  dissolution 
of  all  previous  contracts.  I  therefore  hope  that  a  national  sys- 
tem, with  full  power  to  deal  directly  with  individuals,  will  be 
framed,  and  the  resource  be  thus  rendered  unnecessary."  The 
clause  was  postponed.! 

In  this  wise  and  in  one  day  the  powers  of  the  legislature 

•  Jnne  3,  Gilpin,  822,  828 ;  Elliot,  lYl.  f  ^^V^f  '^Ol ;  EUiot,  140. 
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wliich  was  to  be  the  centre  of  the  government  were  introduced, 
and,  except  the  last,  were  with  common  consent  established  in 
their  outlines.  On  points  essential  to  union,  Yates  and  Ham- 
ilton, New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  voted  together.  On  the 
first  day  of  June  the  convention  took  into  consideration  the 
national  executive.  The  same  spirit  of  conciliation  prevailed, 
but  with  a  chaos  of  ideas  and  a  shyness  in  the  members  to  de- 
clare their  minds. 

Should  the  national  executive  be  one  or  many } — a  question 
which,  from  a  difference  among  themselves,  the  plan  of  the 
Yirgmia  delegates  had  left  undecided.  Should  it  be  chosen 
directly  by  the  people  I  or  by  electors  i  or  by  the  state  legisla- 
tures? or  by  the  executives  of  the  states?  or  by  one  branch  of 
the  national  legislature  ?  or  by  both  branches  ?  And,  if  by 
both,  by  joint  or  concurrent  ballot?  or  by  lot?  How  long 
should  be  its  term  of  service  ?  And  how  far  should  its  re- 
eligibility  be  limited  ?  Should  it  have  the  sole  power  of  peace 
and  war  ?  Should  it  have  an  absolute  or  a  qualified  veto  on 
acts  of  legislation,  or  none  at  all  ?  Should  its  powers  be  exer- 
cised with  or  without  a  council  ?  Should  it  be  liable  to  remov- 
al by  the  legislatures  of  the  states,  or  by  the  national  legisla- 
ture ?  or  by  the  joint  action  of  both  ?  or  by  impeachment  alone  ? 

Here  the  convention  marched  and  countermarched  for  want 
of  guides.  Progress  began  to  be  made  on  the  ascertainment 
that  the  members  inclined  to  withhold  from  the  executive  the 
power  over  war  and  peace.  This  being  understood,  Wilson 
and  Charles  Pinckney  proposed  that  the  national  executive 
should  consist  of  a  single  person.  A  long  silence  prevailed, 
broken  at  last  by  the  chairman  asking  if  he  should  put  the 
question.  Franklin  entreated  the  members  first  to  deliver 
their  sentiments  on  a  point  of  so  great  importance.  Butledge 
joined  in  the  request,  and  for  himself  supported  Pinckney  and 
Wilson.*  On  the  otiier  hand,  Sherman,  controlled  by  the  pre- 
cedents of  the  confederacy  which  appointed  and  displaced 
executive  officers  just  as  it  seemed  to  them  fit,  replied :  "  The 
legislature  are  the  best  judges  of  the  business  to  be  done  by 
the  executive,  and  should  be  at  liberty  from  time  to  time  to 
appoint  one  or  more,  as  experience  may  dictate."  f 

•  Gilpin,  762 ;  Elliot,  140.  f  G"P"^  1^^ ;  ElUot,  140. 
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^'  I  do  not  mean  to  throw  cenenre  on  that  excellent  &bricy 
the  British  government,"  said  Eandolph;  "if  we  were  in  a 
situation  to  copy  it,  I  do  not  know  that  I  should  be  opposed  to 
it  But  the  fixed  genius  of  the  people  of  America  requires  a 
difEerent  form  of  government.  The  requisites  for  the  execu- 
tive department — ^vigor,  dispatch,  and  responsibility — can  be 
found  in  three  men  as  well  as  in  one.  Unity  in  the  executive 
is  the  foetus  of  monarchy.''  *  "  Unity  in  the  executive,"  re- 
torted Wilson,  "will rather  be  the  best  safeguard  against  tyran- 
ny. From  the  extent  of  this  country,  nothing  but  a  great 
confederated  republic  will  do  for  it."  To  cahn  the  excitement, 
Madison  led  the  convention,  before  choosing  between  unity  or 
plurality  in  the  executive,  to  fix  the  extent  of  its  authority ;  and 
the  convention  agreed  to  clothe  it  "  with  power  to  carry  into 
effect  the  national  laws  and  to  appoint  to  offices  in  cases  not 
otherwise  provided  for."  f 

On  the  mode  of  appointing  the  executive,  Wilson  said: 
"  Chimerical  as  it  may  appear  in  theory,  I  am  for  an  election 
by  the  people.  Experience  in  New  York  and  Massachusetts 
shows  that  an  election  of  the  first  magistrate  by  the  people  at 
large  is  both  a  convenient  and  a  successful  mode.  The  objects 
of  choice  in  such  cases  must  be  persons  whose  merits  have  gen- 
eral notoriety."  "  I,"  replied  Sherman,  "  am  for  its  appoint- 
ment by  the  national  l^islature,  and  for  making  it  absolutely 
dependent  on  that  body  whose  will  it  is  to  execute.  An  inde- 
pendence of  the  executive  on  the  supreme  legislature  is  the 
very  essence  of  tyranny."  Sherman  and  Wilson  were  for  a 
period  of  office  of  three  years  and  "  against  the  doctrine  of  rota- 
tion, as  throwing  out  of  office  the  men  best  qualified  to  execute 
its  duties."  Mason  asked  for  seven  years  at  least,  but  without 
r^ligibility.  "  What,"  inquired  Gunning  Bedford  of  Dela- 
ware, "  will  be  the  situation  of  the  country  should  the  first 
magistrate  elected  for  seven  years  be  discovered  immediately 
on  trial  to  be  incompetent}"  He  argued  for  a  triennial  elec- 
tion, with  an  ineligibility  after  three  successive  elections.  The 
convention,  by  a  vote  of  five  and  a  half  states  against  four  and 
a  half,  decided  for  the  period  of  seven  years ;  $  and  by  at  least 

♦  GUpla,  768,  764 ;  BlUot,  HI.  f  Gilpin,  1M ;  Elliot,  141. 
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seven  states  against  Connecticnt^  that  the  executive  should  not 
be  twice  eligible.* 

How  to  choose  the  executive  remained  the  perplexing  prob- 
lem. Wilson,  borrowing  an  idea  from  the  constitution  of 
Maryland,  proposed  that  electors  chosen  in  districts  of  the  sev- 
eral states  diould  meet  and  elect  the  executive  by  ballot,  but 
not  from  their  own  body.f  He  deprecated  the  intervention  of 
the  states  in  its  choice.  X  Mason  &vored  the  idea  of  choosing 
the  executive  by  the  people ;  Sutiedge,  by  the  national  senate.^ 
Gerry  set  in  a  dear  light  that  the  election  by  the  national  legis- 
lature would  keep  up  a  constant  intrigue  between  that  legislar 
ture  and  the  candidates ;  nevertheless,  Wilson's  motion  was  at 
that  time  supported  only  by  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland ;  and 
from  she^  uncertainty  what  else  to  do,  the  convention  Mtthe 
choice  of  the  executive  to  the  national  l^islature.  | 

For  relief  from  a  bad  selection  of  the  executive,  John  Dick- 
inson of  Delaware,  who  did  not  like  the  plan  of  impeaching 
the  great  officers  of  state,  proposed  a  removal  on  the  request  of 
a  majority  of  the  legislatures  of  the  individual  states.'^  Sher- 
man would  give  that  power  to  the  national  l^islature.  ^^  The 
making  the  executive  the  mere  creature  of  the  legislature,'' 
replied  Mason,  ^^  is  a  violation  of  the  fundamental  principle  of 
good  government."  ^ 

<<  The  occasion  is  so  important,"  said  Dickinson,  ^^that  no 
man  ought  to  be  silent  or  reserved.  A  limited  monarchy  is 
one  of  the  best  governments  in  the  world.  Equal  blessings 
have  never  yet  been  derived  from  any  of  the  republican  forms. 
But,  though  a  form  the  most  perfect  perhaps  in  itself  be  unat- 
tainable, we  must  not  despair.  Of  remedies  for  the  diseases  of 
republics  which  have  flourished  for  a  moment  only  and  then 
vanished  forever,  one  is  the  double  branch  of  the  legislature, 
the  other  the  accidental  lucky  division  of  this  country  into 
distinct  states,  which  some  seem  desirous  to  abolish  altogether. 
This  division  ought  to  be  maintained,  and  considerable  powers 
to  be  left  with  the  states.    This  is  the  ground  of  my  consola- 

♦  Oilpfa,  779 ;  Elliot,  M9.  I  Gflpln,  110 ;  EUiot,  144. 

t  OUpin,  768 ;  ElUot,  148.  ^  Gilpin,  776 ;  EUiot,  147. 

t  GHpin,  767 ;  Elliot,  148.  ^  Gilpin,  776 ;  Elliot,  147. 
•GUpin,768;  EUlot,  143. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  FEDERAL  CONTENTION.  B.in.;on.L 

tion  for  the  future  fate  of  my  country.  In  case  of  a  consolida- 
tion of  the  states  into  one  great  republic,  we  may  read  its  fate 
in  the  history  of  smaller  ones.  The  point  of  representation 
in  the  national  legislature  of  states  of  different  sizes  must  end 
in  mutual  concession.  I  hope  that  each  state  will  retain  an 
equal  voice,  at  least  in  one  branch  of  the  national  legislature."  * 

The  motion  of  Dickinson  was  sustained  only  by  Delaware ; 
and  the  executive  was  made  removable  on  ^^  impeachment  and 
conviction  of  malpractice  or  neglect  of  duty."  f  But  the  ad- 
vice on  the  distribution  of  suffrage  in  the  national  legislature 
sank  deep  into  the  minds  of  his  hearers. 

Randolph  pleaded  anew  for  an  executive  body  of  three 
members,  one  from  each  of  the  three  geographical  divisions  of 
the  country.  "  That  would  lead  to  a  constant  struggle  for  local 
advantages,"  replied  Butler,  who  had  travelled  in  Holland ; 
and  from  his  own  observation  he  sketched  the  distraction  of 
the  Low  Countries  from  a  plurality  of  military  heads.  X  "  Ex- 
ecutive questions,"  said  "Wilson  on  the  fourth,  "  have  many 
sides ;  and  of  three  members  no  two  might  agree.*  All  the 
thirteen  states  place  a  single  magistrate  at  the  head.  Unity  in 
the  executive  will  favor  the  tranquillity  not  less  than  the  vigor 
of  the  government."  I  Assenting  to  unity  in  the  executive, 
Sherman  thought  a  council  necessary  to  make  that  unity  ac- 
ceptable to  the  people.  "  A  council,"  replied  Wilson, "  of  tener 
covers  malpractices  than  prevents  them."  The  proposal  for  a 
single  executive  was  sustained  by  seven  states  against  New 
York,  Delaware,  and  Maryland.  In  the  Virginia  delegation 
there  would  have  been  a  tie  but  for  Washington.-^  The  de- 
cision was  reached  after  mature  deliberation,  and  was  accepted 
as  final. 

Wilson  and  Hamilton  desired  to  trust  the  executive  with 
an  absolute  negative  on  acts  of  legislation ;  but  this  was  op- 
posed, though  from  widely  differing  motives,  by  Gterry,  Frank- 
lin, Sherman,  Madison,  Butler,  Bedford,  and  Mason,^  and  was 
unanimously  negatived. 

♦  Gilpin,  116 ;  Elliot,  148.  |  Gilpin,  '781 ;  Elliot,  150. 

t  Gilfin,  779 ;  Elliot,  149.  ^  Gilpin,  782,  788 ;  Elliot,  151. 

X  Gilpin,  780 ;  Elliot,  149.  ^  G^pin,  784-787;  EUlot,  151-164. 
•Gilpin,  782;  Elliot,  150. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1787.  THE  CONSTITUTION  IN  OUTLINE.  223 

When  Wilson  nrged  upon  the  convention  the  Virginia  plan 
of  vesting  a  limited  veto  on  legislation  in  a  conncil  of  revision 
composed  of  the  executive  and  a  convenient  number  of  the  ju- 
diciary, Gerry  called  to  mind  that  judges  had  in  some  states, 
and  with  general  approbation,  set  aside  laws  as  being  against 
the  constitution ;  but  that  from  the  nature  of  their  office  they 
were  unfit  to  be  consulted  on  the  policy  of  public  measures ; 
and,  after  the  example  of  his  own  state,  he  proposed  rather  to 
confide  the  veto  power  to  the  executive  alone,  subject  to  be 
overruled  by  two  thirds  of  each  branch.  "  Judges,"  said  Eufus 
King  of  Massachusetts,  ^^  should  expound  the  law  as  it  may 
come  before  them,  free  from  the  bias  of  having  participated  in 
its  formation."  *  Gerry's  motion  was  carried  by  eight  states 
against  Connecticut  and  Maryland.f 

In  a  convention  composed  chiefly  of  lawyers,  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  judiciary  engaged  eager  attention ;  at  the  close  of  a 
long  sitting,  the  Virginia  resolution,  that  a  national  judiciary 
be  established,  passed  without  debate  and  unanimously,  with  a 
further  clause  that  the  national  judiciary  should  consist  of  one 
supreme  tribunal  and  of  one  or  more  inferior  tribunals.  X 

A  night's  reflection  developed  a  jealousy  of  transferring 
business  from  the  courts  of  the  states  to  the  courts  of  the 
union ;  and  on  the  fifth  Butledge  and  Sherman  insisted  that 
state  tribunals  ought,  in  all  cases,  to  decide  in  the  first  instance, 
yet  without  impairing  the  right  of  appeal.  Madison  replied :  ^ 
"  Unless  inferior  tribunals  are  dispersed  throughout  the  repub- 
lic, in  many  cases  with  final  jurisdiction,  appeals  will  be  most 
oppressively  multiplied.  A  government  witliout  a  proper  ex- 
ecutive and  judiciary  will  be  the  mere  trunk  of  a  body,  without 
arms  or  legs  to  act  or  move."  The  motion  to  dispense  with 
the  inferior  national  tribunals  prevailed ;  but  Dickinson,  Wil- 
son, and  Madison,  marking  the  distinction  between  establishing 
them  and  giving  a  discretion  to  establish  them,  obtained  a  great 
majority  for  empowering  the  national  legislature  to  provide  for 
their  institution.  ||      On  the  thirteenth  it  was  imanimously 
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agreed  ^^  that  the  power  of  the  national  judiciary  should  extend 
to  all  cases  of  naticmal  revenne,  impeachment  of  national  offi- 
cers, and  questions  which  inyolve  the  national  peace  or  har- 
mony." * 

The  Yirginia  plan  intrusted  the  appointment  of  the  judges 
to  the  legislature ;  Wilson  proposed  to  transfer  it  to  the  execu- 
tive ;  Madison  to  the  senate ;  and  on  the  thirteenth  the  last 
mode  was  accepted  without  dissentf  All  agreed  that  their 
t^ure  of  office  should  be  good  behayior,  and  that  their  com- 
pensation should  be  safe  from  diminution  during  the  period  of 
their  service. 

On  the  sixth  of  June,  Charles  Pinckney,  supported  by  Rut- 
ledge,  made  once  more  a  most  earnest  effort  in  favor  of  elect- 
ing the  first  branch  of  the  legislature  by  the  legislatures  of  the 
states,  and  not  by  the  people.  "  Vigorous  authority,"  insisted 
Wilson,  ^^  should  flow  immediately  from  the  legitimate  source 
of  all  authority,  the  people.  Bepresentation  ought  to  be  the 
exact  transcript  of  the  whole  society ;  it  is  made  necessary  only 
because  it  is  impossible  for  the  people  to  act  collectively."  "  li 
it  is  in  view,"  said  Sherman, "  to  abolish  the  state  governments, 
the  elections  ought  to  be  by  the  people.  If  they  are  to  be  con- 
tinued, the  elections  to  the  national  government  should  be  made 
by  them.  I  am  for  giving  the  general  government  power  to 
legislate  and  execute  within  a  defined  province.  The  objects 
of  the  union  are  few :  defence  against  foreign  danger,  internal 
disputes,  and  a  resort  to  force;  treaties  with  ioreiga  nations; 
the  regulation  of  foreign  commerce  and  drawing  revenue  from 
it.  These,  and  perhaps  a  few  lesser  objects,  alone  rendered  a 
confederation  of  the  states  necessary.  All  other  matters,  dvil 
and  criminal,  will  be  much  better  in  the  hands  of  the  states."  X 

"  Under  the  existing  confederacy,"  said  Mason,  "congress 
represent  the  states,  and  not  the  people  of  the  states ;  their 
acts  operate  on  the  states,  not  on  individuals.  In  the  new  plan 
of  government  the  i)eople  will  be  represented;  they  ought, 
therefore,  to  choose  the  representatives.*  Improper  elections 
in  many  cases  are  inseparable  from  republican  governments. 

*  Gilpin,  866 ;  ElUot,  188 ;  Tates  in  EUiot,  i.,  409. 
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But  compare  these  with  the  advantage  of  this  form,  in  favor 
of  the  rights  of  the  people,  in  favor  of  hnman  nature  1 " 

Approving  the  objects  of  union  which  Sherman  had  enu- 
merated, "I  combine  with  them,"  said  Madison,  "the  necessity 
of  providing  more  effectually  for  the  security  of  private  righto 
and  the  steady  dispensation  of  justice."  *  And  he  explained 
at  great  length  that  the  safety  of  a  repubL'c  requires  for  ite 
jurisdiction  a  large  extent  of  territory,  with  interests  so  many 
and  so  various  that  the  majority  could  never  unite  in  the  pur- 
suit of  any  one  of  them.  "  It  is  incumbent  on  us,"  he  said, 
"to  try  tUs  remedy,  and  to  frame  a  republican  system  on  such 
a  scale  and  in  such  a  form  as  will  control  all  the  evils  which 
have  been  experienced."  f 

"It  is  essential,"  said  Dickinson,  "that  one  branch  of  the 
legislature  should  be  drawn  immediately  from  the  people ;  and 
it  is  expedient  that  the  other  should  be  chosen  by  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  states.  This  combination  of  the  state  govern- 
ments with  the  national  government  is  as  politic  as  it  is  ima- 
voidable." 

Pierce  spoke  for  an  election  of  the  first  branch  by  the  peo- 
ple, of  tlie  second  by  the  states ;  so  that  the  citizens  of  the 
states  will  be  represented  both  individually  and  collectively.  $ 

When  on  the  twenty-first  the  same  question  was  revived 
in  the  convention,  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney  of  South 
Carolina,  seconded  by  Luther  Martin  of  Maryland,  adopting  a 
milder  form,  proposed  "  that  the  first  branch,  instead  of  being 
elected  by  the  people,  should  be  elected  in  such  manner  as  the 
legislature  of  each  state  should  direct."  * 

"  It  is  essential  to  the  democratic  righte  of  the  community," 
said  Hamilton,  enouncing  a  principle  which  he  upheld  with 
unswerving  consistency,  "that  the  first  branch  be  directly 
elected  by  the  people."  "  The  democratic  principle,"  Mason 
repeated,  "  must  actuate  one  part  of  the  government.  It  is  the 
only  security  for  the  righte  of  the  people."  **  An  election  by 
the  legislature,"  pleaded  Eutledge,  "  would  be  a  more  refining 
process."  "  The  election  of  the  first  branch  by  the  people," 
said  Wilson,  "  is  not  the  corner-stone  only,  but  the  foundation 
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of  the  fabric."  *    South  CaroKna,  finding  herself  feebly  sup- 
ported, gave  up  the  struggle. 

On  the  seventh  of  June,  Dickinson  moved  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  second  branch,  or,  as  it  is  now  called,  the  senate, 
ought  to  be  chosen  by  the  individual  legblatures.!  The  mo- 
tion, without  waiving  the  claim  to  perfect  equality,  clearly 
implied  that  each  state  should  elect  at  least  one  senator.  '^  If 
\eadi  of  the  small  states  should  be  allowed  one  senator,"  said 
teotesworth  Pinckney,  "there  will  be  eighty  at  least."  **I 
have  no  objection  to  eighty  or  twice  eighty  of  them,"  rejoined 
Dickinson.  "  The  legislature  of  a  numerous  people  ought  to 
be  a  numerous  body.  I  wish  the  senate  to  bear  as  strong  a 
likeness  as  possible  to  the  British  house  of  lords,  and  to  consist 
--of  men  distinguished  for  their  rank  in  life  and  their  weight  of 
property.  Such  characters  are  more  likely  to  be  selected  by 
the  state  legislatures  than  in  any  other  mode."  "  To  depart 
from  the  proportional  representation  in  the  senate,"  said  Madi- 
son, "  is  inadmissible,  being  evidently  unjust  The  use  of  the 
senate  is  to  consist  in  its  proceeding  with  more  coolness,  sys- 
tem, and  wisdom  than  ihe  popular  branch.  Enlarge  their 
number,  and  you  communicate  to  them  the  vices  which  they 
are  meant  to  correct  Their  weight  will  be  in  an  inverse  ratio 
to  their  numbers."  Dickinson  replied  :  *^  The  preservation  of 
the  states  in  a  certain  degree  of  agency  is  indispensable.  The 
proposed  national  system  is  like  the  solar  system,  in  which  the 
states  are  the  planets,  and  they  ought  to  be  left  to  move  more 
freely  in  their  proper  orbits."  $ 

"  The  states,"  answered  Wilson,  "  are  in  no  danger  of  being 
devoured  by  the  national  government ;  I  wish  to  keep  them 
from  devouring  the  national  government  Their  existence  is 
made  essential  by  the  great  extent  of  our  country.  I  am  for  an 
election  of  the  second  branch  by  the  people  in  large  districts, 
subdividing  the  districts  only  for  the  accommodation  of  voters." 
Gerry  and  Sherman  declared  themselves  in  favor  of  electing 
the  senate  by  the  individual  legislatures.  From  Charles  Pmck- 
ney  came  a  proposal  to  divide  the  states  periodically  into  three 
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classes  according  to  their  comparative  importance;  the  first 
class  to  have  three  members,  the  second  two,  and  the  third  one 
member  each ;  but  it  received  no  attention.  Mason  closed  the 
debate :  ^^The  state  legislatures  onght  to  have  some  means  of 
defending  themselves  against  encroachments  of  the  national 
government.  And  what  better  means  can  we  provide  than  to 
make  them  a  constituent  part  of  the  national  establishment? 
No  doubt  there  is  danger  on  both  sides ;  but  we  have  only 
seen  the  evils  arising  on  the  side  of  the  state  governments. 
Those  on  the  other  side  remain  to  be  displayed ;  for  congress 
had  not  power  to  carry  their  acts  into  execution,  as  the  national 
government  will  now  have.^'  The  vote  was  then  taken,  and 
the  choice  of  the  second  branch  or  senate  was  with  one  consent 
intrusted  to  the  individual  legislatures.  In  this  way  the  states 
as  states  made  their  lodgment  in  the  new  constitution.''^ 

The  equality  of  the  small  states  was  next  imperilled.  On 
the  ninth,  David  Brearley,  the  chief  justice  of  New  Jersey, 
vehemently  protested  against  any  change  of  the  equal  suffrage 
of  the  states.  To  the  remark  of  Eondolph,  that  the  states 
ought  to  be  one  nation,  Paterson  replied:  ^^The  idea  of  a 
national  government  as  contradistinguished  from  a  federal 
one  never  entered  into  the  mind  of  any  of  the  states.  If  the 
states  are  as  states  still  to  continue  in  union,  they  must  be 
considered  as  equals.  Thirteen  sovereign  and  independent 
states  can  never  constitute  one  nation,  and  at  the  same  time 
be  states.  If  we  are  to  be  formed  into  a  nation,  the  states  as 
states  must  be  abolished,  and  the  whole  must  be  thrown  into 
hotchpot,  and  when  an  equal  division  is  made  there  may  be 
fairly  an  equality  of  representation.  New  Jersey  will  never 
confederate  on  the  plan  before  the  committee.  1  would  rather 
submit  to  a  despot  than  to  such  a  fate.  I  will  not  only  oppose 
the  plan  here,  but  on  my  return  home  will  do  everything  in 
my  power  to  defeat  it  there."  t 

When,  on  the  eleventh,  the  committee  of  the  whole  was 
about  to  take  the  question,  Franklin,  ever  the  peace-maker, 
reproved  the  want  of  coolness  and  temper  in  the  late  debates. 

•  Gilpin,  Sll,  818,  821 ;  Elliot,  1C8, 1«9, 170 ;  and  i.,  165,  899. 
f  Pateraon  MSS.    Gilpin,  831,  882;  and  compare  870,  902,  903;  Elliot,  176, 
177,  194,  211. 
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"We  are  sent  here,"  he  said,  "to  consult,  not  to  contend  with 
each  other;"  and,  though  he  mingled  crude  proposals  with 
wholesome  precepts,  he  saw  the  danger  of  the  pass  into  which 
they  were  entering.  There  were  six  states,  two  northern  and 
four  southern,  demanding  a  representation  in  some  degree  pro- 
portioned to  numbers — ^Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, 
and  the  two  Carolinas  with  Georgia,  whose  delegates,  as  they  con- 
templated her  vast  and  most  fertile  territory,  indulged  in  glow- 
ing visions  of  her  swift  advances.  There  were  two  northern 
with  one  southern  state  for  an  equal  representation  of  states- 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware.  Connecticut  stood 
between  the  two.  It  was  carried  by  the  six  national  states 
and  Connecticut  against  the  three  confederating  states,  Mary- 
land being  divided,  that  in  the  first  branch,  or  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, of  the  national  legislature,  the  suffrage  ought  to  be 
according  to  some  equitable  ratio.  In  April  1783,  congress 
had  apportioned  the  supplies  of  the  states  for  the  conunon 
treasury  to  the  whole  number  of  their  free  inhabitants  and 
three  fifths  of  other  persons;  in  this  precedent  the  equitable 
ratio  for  representation  in  the  popular  branch  was  found.* 

Connecticut  then  took  the  lead ;  and  Sherman,  acting  upon 
a  principle  which  he  had  avowed  more  than  ten  years  before, 
moved  that  each  state  should  have  one  vote  in  the  second 
branch,  or  senate.  "Everything,"  he  said,  "depends  on  this; 
the  smaller  states  will  never  agree  to  the  plan  on  any  other 
principle  than  an  equality  of  suflfeige  in  this  branch."  Ells- 
worth shored  up  his  colleague ;  but  they  rallied  only  five  states 
against  the  six  which  had  demanded  a  proportioned  represen- 
tation. 

Finally  Wilson  and  Hamilton  proposed  for  the  second 
branch  the  same  rule  of  suffrage  as  for  the  first ;  and  this,  too, 
was  carried  by  the  phalanx  of  the  same  six  states  against  the 
remaining  five.  So  the  settlement  offered  by  Wilson,  Hamil- 
ton, Madison,  Butledge,  and  others,  to  the  small  states,  and 
adopted  in  the  committee  of  the  whole,  was:  The  appoint- 
ment of  the  senators  among  the  states  according  to  represen- 
tative population,  except  that  each  state  should  have  at  least 
one. 

*  GUpin,  848 ;  EUiot,  181. 
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The  convention  speeded  ihrongh  the  reinainder  of  the  Vir- 
ginia plan.  A  guarantee  to  each  state  of  its  territory  was  de- 
clined. A  republican  constitution,  the  only  one  suited  to  the 
genius  of  the  United  States,  to  the  principles  on  which  they 
had  conducted  their  war  for  independence,  to  their  assumption 
before  the  world  of  the  responsibility  of  demonstrating  man's 
capacity  for  self-government,  was  guaranteed  to  each  one  of 
the  United  States. 

The  requirement  of  an  oath  from  the  highest  state  o£Scers 
to  support  the  articles  of  union  was  opposed  by  Sherman  ♦  as 
an  intrusion  into  the  state  jurisdictions,  and  supported  by  Ean- 
dolph  as  a  necessary  precaution.  "  An  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
states  from  national  officers  might  as  well  be  required,"  said 
Grerry.  Martin  observed :  "  If  the  new  oath  should  conflict 
with  that  already  taken  by  state  officers,  it  would  be  improp- 
er ;  if  coincident,  it  would  be  superfluous."  f  The  clause  was 
retained  by  the  vote  of  the  six  national  states.  By  the  same 
vote  the  new  system  was  referred  for  consideration  and  deci- 
sion to  assemblies  chosen  expressly  for  the  purpose  by  the 
people  of  the  several  states.  The  articles  of  union  were  there- 
after open  to  ^^  amendment  whensoever  it  should  seem  neces- 
sary." 

Sherman  and  Ellsworth,  speaking  on  the  twelfth,  wished 
the  members  of  the  popular  branch  to  be  chosen  annually. 
"  The  people  of  New  England,"  said  Gterry,  "  will  never  give 
up  annual  elections."  $  "  We  ought,"  replied  Madison,  "  to 
consider  what  is  right  and  necessary  in  itself  for  the  attain- 
ment of  a  proper  government ; "  and  his  proposal  of  a  term  of 
three  years  was  adopted  for  the  time ;  though,  to  humor  the 
eastern  states,  it  was  afterward  changed  to  two.  The  ineligi- 
bility of  members  of  congress  to  national  offices  was  limited  to 
one  year  after  their  retirement ;  but,  on  the  motion  of  Charles 
Pinckney,  the  restriction  on  their  re-election  was  removed,  and 
the  power  of  recalling  them,  which  was  plainly  inconsistent 
with  their  choice  by  the  people,  was  taken  away.* 

The  qualification  of  age  was  at  a  later  day  fixed  at  twenty- 
five  years  for  the  branch  elected  by  the  people.    For  senators 

♦  Gilpin,  846 ;  Elliot,  182.  t  Gilpin,  847 ;  Elliot,  184. 

t  Gilpin,  845  ;  ElUot,  188.  »  Gilpin,  861 ;  Elliot,  185. 
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the  qualification  of  age  was  at  that  time  fixed  at  thirty.  Pierce 
woidd  have  limited  their  term  of  service  to  three  years ;  She^ 
man  to  not  more  tlian  five ;  but  a  great  majority  held  seven 
years  by  no  means  too  long. 

The  resolutions  of  the  committee  departed  from  the  origi- 
nal plan  of  Vii^nia  but  rarely,  and,  for  the  most  part,  for  the 
better.  Thus  amended,  it  formed  a  complete  outline  of  a  fed- 
eral republic.  The  mighty  work  was  finished  in  thirteen  ses- 
sions, with  little  opposition  except  from  the  small  states,  and 
from  them  chiefly  because  they  insisted  on  equality  of  suffrage 
in  at  least  one  branch  of  the  legislature. 
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CHAPTER  n. 

NEW  JEBSEY  CLAIMS  AN  EQUAL  BEPBESENTATION  OF  THE 

STATES. 

The  Fifteenth  to  the  Nineteenth  of  June  1787. 

The  plan  of  Yirginia  divested  the  smaller  states  of  the 
equality  of  safErage,  which  they  had  enjoyed  from  the  incep- 
tion of  the  union.  ^^  See  the  consequence  of  pushing  things 
too  far,"  said  Dickinson  to  Madison ;  the  smaller  states,  though 
some  of  their  members,  like  himself  and  the  delegates  from 
C!onnecticut,  wished  for  a  good  national  government  with  two 
branches  of  the  legislature,  were  compelled,  in  self-defence,  to 
fall  back  upon  the  articles  of  confederation.* 

The  project  which  in  importance  stands  next  to  that  of 
Virginia  is  the  series  of  propositions  of  Connecticut.  It  con- 
sisted of  nine  sections,  and  in,  the  sessions  of  the  convention 
received  the  support  of  every  one  of  the  Connecticut  delega- 
tion, particularly  of  Sherman  and  Ellsworth.  It  was  framed 
while  they  were  still  contriving  amendments  of  the  articles  of 
the  conf€Kieration.t     It  gave  to  the  legislature  of  the  United 

*  Gilpin,  868,  note ;  Elliot,  191. 

f  Therefore,  certainly,  before  10  June,  and  probably  soon  after  the  arriral  of 
Sherman  In  Philadelphia.  The  Ck>nnecticat  members  were  not  chosen  till  Satur- 
day, the  twelfth  of  May.  Ellsworth  took  his  seat  the  twenty-eighth  of  May,  Sher- 
man the  thirtieth,  and  Johnpon  the  second  of  June.  For  the  plan,  see  the  Life  of 
Roger  Sherman  by  Jeremiah  Erarts,  in  Biography  of  the  Signers,  Ed.  of  1828, 
pp.  42-44.  It  may  be  that  Sherman  drew  the  paper ;  but  one  of  the  articles  cor- 
responds with  the  sixth  recommendation  of  a  committee  on  which  Ellsworth 
served  with  Randolph  in  1781 ;  and  is  very  similar  to  a  proposition  made  In  1786 
by  a  sub-«ommittee  of  which  Johnson  was  a  member ;  and  another,  the  sixth,  does 
no  more  than  adopt  the  report  of  a  committee  of  which  Ellsworth  was  a  member 
with  Hamilton  and  Madison  in  1783.    It  Is  hard  to  say  whether  Sherman  or  Ells- 
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States  the  power  over  commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  be- 
tween the  states  in  the  union,  with  a  revenue  from  customs 
and  the  post-oflSce.  The  United  States  were  to  make  laws  in 
all  cases  which  concerned  their  common  interests ;  but  not  to 
interfere  with  the  governments  of  the  states  in  matters  where- 
in the  general  welfare  of  the  United  States  is  not  affected. 
The  laws  of  the  United  States  relating  to  their  common  inter- 
ests were  to  be  enforced  by  the  judiciary  and  executive  officers 
of  the  respective  states.  The  United  States  were  to  institute 
one  supreme  tribunal  and  other  necessary  tribunals,  and  to  as- 
certain their  respective  powers  and  jurisdiction.  The  individ- 
ual states  were  forbidden  to  emit  bills  of  credit  for  a  currency, 
or  to  make  laws  for  the  payment  or  discharge  of  debts  or  con- 
tracts in  any  manner  differing  from  the  agreement  of  the  par- 
ties, whereby  foreigners  and  the  citizens  of  other  states  might 
be  affected.  The  common  treasury  was  to  be  supplied  by  the 
several  states  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  white  and 
other  free  citizens  and  inhabitants  and  three  fifths  of  all  other 
persons,  except  Indians  not  paying  taxes,  in  each  state.  Should 
any  state  neglect  to  furnish  its  quota  of  supplies,  the  United 
States  might  levy  and  collect  the  same  on  the  inhabitants  of 
such  state.  The  United  States  might  call  forth  aid  from  the 
people  to  assist  the  civil  officers  in  the  execution  of  their  laws. 
The  trial  for  a  criminal  offence  must  be  by  jury,  and  must  take 
place  within  the  state  in  which  the  offence  shall  have  been 
committed. 

The  task  of  leading  resistance  to  the  large  states  fell  to  New 
Jersey.  Paterson,  one  of  its  foremost  statesmen,  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  brought  from  Ireland  in  infancy,  a  graduate  of 
Princeton,  desired  a  thoroughly  good  general  government 
Cheerful  in  disposition,  playful  in  manner,  and  of  an  even 
temper,  he  was  undisturbed  by  resentments,  and  knew  how  to 
bring  back  his  friends  from  a  disappointment  to  a  good  humor 
with  themselves  and  with  the  world.*  In  his  present  under- 
worth  xrna  the  prreatest  hater  of  paper  money.  Ck>inpare  Gilpin,  1346, 1442 ;  El- 
liot, 436, 486.  For  proof  of  their  nnltj  of  action,  oompare  their  Joint  letter  from 
New  London,  26  September  1787,  to  Governor  Ilantington  of  Connecticut,  hi 
ElUot,  i.,  491. 

♦  Dajton  to  Paterson,  1  February  1801.    Ma 
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taking  he  was  obliged  to  call  aroimd  him  a  group  of  states 
agreeing  in  almost  nothing.  New  York,  his  strongest  ally, 
acted  only  from  faction.  New  Jersey  itself  needed  protection 
for  its  commerce  against  New  York.  Lnther  Martin  could 
bring  the  support  of  Maryland  only  in  the  absence  of  a  ma- 
jority of  his  colleagues.  The  people  of  Connecticut  *  saw  the 
need  of  a  vigorous  general  government,  with  a  legislature  in 
two  branches. 

The  plan  of  New  Jersey,  which  Paterson  presented  on  the 
fifteenth,  was  a  revision  of  the  articles  of  confederation.  It 
preserved  a  congress  of  states  in  a  single  body ;  granted  to  the 
United  States  a  revenue  from  duties,  stamps,  and  the  post-office, 
but  nothing  more  except  by  requisitions ;  established  a  plural 
executive  to  be  elected  and  to  be  removable  by  congress ;  and 
conferred  on  state  courts  original  though  not  final  jurisdiction 
over  infractions  of  United  States  laws^f 

"  The  New  Jersey  system,"  said  Jolm  Lansing  J  of  New 
York,  on  the  sixteenth,  "  is  federal ;  the  Virginia  system,  na- 
tional. In  the  first,  the  powers  flow  from  the  state  governments ; 
in  the  second,  they  derive  authority  from  the  people  of  the 
states,  and  must  ultimately  annihilate  the  state  governments. 
TVe  are  invested  only  with  power  to  alter  and  amend  defective 
parts  of  the  present  confederation."  ^ 

Now  the  powers  granted  by  Virginia  extended  to  "  all  fur- 
ther provisions  necessaiy  to  render  the  federal  constitution 
adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Union."  "  Fully  adequate," 
were  the  still  more  energetic  words  of  Pennsylvania.  New 
Jersey  did  not  so  much  as  name  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion ;  while  Connecticut  limited  the  discussions  of  its  dele- 
gates only  by  "  the  general  principles  of  republican  govern- 
ment." I 

The  states,  Lansing  further  insisted,  would  not  ratify  a 

♦  Gilpin,  8fl2,  863,  Elliot,  191,  note,  wrongly  dasscs  New  York  and  Connecti- 
cut  together.  In  conduct  and  intention  the  delegates  of  Connecticut  were  rctj 
unlike  Yates  and  Lansing. 

t  Paterson  MSS. ;  Elliot,  L,  116-111 ;  Gilpin,  SeS-SGY ;  Elliot,  191-108. 

t  Yates  in  EUiot,  L,  411 ;  compared  with  Gilpin,  8C7 ;  Elliot,  193 ;  Faterson 
HSS. 

•Gilpin,  SOI ;  Elliot,  193;  Yates  in  EUiot,  i.,  411. 

I  Journals  of  Congress,  iv.    Appendix. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


234:  THE  FEDERAL  OONVEKTION.         B.in.;  oh.il 

novel  scheme,  while  they  would  readily  approve  an  angmenta- 
tlon  of  the  familiar  authority  of  congress.* 

Paterson  next  spoke  with  the  skill  of  a  veteran  advocate, 
setting  forth,  "not  his  own  opinions,"  as  he  frankly  and  re- 
peatedly avowed,t  but  "  the  views  of  those  who  sent  him." 

"  The  system  of  government  for  the  union  winch  I  have  pro- 
posed accords  with  our  own  powers  and  with  the  sentiments  of 
the  people.  $  If  the  subsisting  confederation  is  so  radically 
defective  as  not  to  admit  of  amendment,  let  us  report  its  in- 
sufficiency and  wiut  for  enlarged  powers.  If  no  confederation 
at  present  exists,  all  the  states  stand  on  the  footing  of  equal 
sovereignty ;  and  all  must  concur  before  any  one  can  be  bound.* 
If  a  federal  compact  exists,  an  equal  sovereignty  is  its  basis ; 
and  the  dissent  of  one  state  renders  every  proposed  amendment 
null  The  confederation  is  in  the  nature  of  a  compact ;  and 
can  any  state,  imless  by  the  consent  of  the  whole,  either  in 
politics  or  law,  withdraw  its  powers  i  The  larger  states  con- 
tribute most,  but  they  have  more  to  protect ;  a  rich  state  and 
a  poor  state  are  in  the  same  relation  as  a  rich  individual  and  a 
poor  one :  the  liberty  of  the  latter  must  be  preserved.  Two 
branches  are  not  necessary  in  the  supreme  council  of  the  states ; 
the  representatives  from  the  several  states  are  checks  upon  each 
other.  Give  congress  the  same  powers  that  are  intended  for 
the  two  branches,  and  I  apprehend  they  will  act  with  more 
energy  and  wisdom  than  the  latter.  Congress  is  the  sun  of  our 
political  system."  [ 

Wilson  refuted  Paterson  by  contrasting  the  two  plans.^ 
"  The  congress  of  the  confederacy,"  he  continued,  "  is  a  single 
legislature.  Theory  and  practice  both  proclaim  that  in  a  single 
house  there  is  danger  of  a  legislative  despotism."  ^  Cotesworth 
Pinckney  added :  "  The  whole  case  comes  to  tliis :  give  New 
Jersey  an  equal  vote,  and  she  will  dismiss  her  scruples  and  con- 
cur in  the  national  system."  J 

*  Gilpin,  868,  839 ;  Elliot,  194. 

f  Patcrion  MSS.    The  informants  of  Englnnd  name  GoTcrnor  Livingston  as 
author  of  the  system.  J  Gilpin,  869 ;  Elliot,  194 ;  Yates  in  Elliot,  L,  412. 

•  GilDln,  f  69 ;  Elliot,  1 94.  |  Paterson  MSS. 
^  Gilpin,  871 ;  Elliot,  195 ;  Elliot,  L,  414  ;  Paterson  MSS. 

0  Gilpin,  874 ;  Elliot,  196. 

i  Gilpin,  876 ;  Yates  in  ElUot,  L,  416;  ElHot,  197;  Paterson  MSS. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1787.  NEW  JERSEY  CLAIMS  EQUAL  REPRESENTATION.    236 

^^  When  the  salvation  of  the  republic  is  at  stake/'  said  Ban- 
dolph,  "  it  would  be  treason  to  our  trust  not  to  propose  what 
we  find  necessary.*  The  insufficiency  of  the  federal  plan  has 
been  fully  displayed  by  trial.  The  end  of  a  general  govern- 
ment can  be  attained  only  by  coercion,  or  by  real  legislation. 
Coercion  is  impracticable,  expensive,  and  cruel,  and  trains  up 
instruments  for  the  service  of  ambition.  We  must  resonf  to  a 
national  legislation  over  individuals.  To  vest  such  power  L  ^ 
the  congress  of  the  confederation  would  be  blending  the  legis- ' 
lative  with  the  executive.  Elected  by  the  legislatures  who  re- 
tain even  a  power  of  recall,  they  are  a  mere  diplomatic  body, 
with  no  will  of  their  own,  and  always  obsequious  to  the  states 
who  are  ever  encroaching  on  the  authority  of  the  United  States.t 
A  national  government,  properly  constituted,  will  alone  an- 
swer the  purpose ;  and  this  is  the  only  moment  when  it  can  be 
established."  $ 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth,  Dickinson,  to  conciliate 
the  conflicting  parties,  induced  the  convention  to  proceed 
through  a  revision  of  the  articles  of  the  confederation  to  a 
government  of  the  United  States,  adequate  to  the  exigencies, 
preservation,  and  prosperity  of  the  union.* 

Hamilton  could  no  longer  remain  silent.  Embarrassed  by 
the  complete  antagonism  of  both  his  colleagues,  he  yet  insisted 
that  even  the  New  York  delegates  need  not  doubt  the  ample 
extent  of  their  powers,  and  under  them  the  right  to  the  free 
exercise  of  their  judgment.  The  convention  could  only  pro- 
pose and  recommend ;  to  ratify  or  reject  remained  "  in  the 
states."  I 

Feeling  that  another  ineffectual  effort  "  would  beget  de- 
spair," he  spoke  for  "  a  solid  plan  without  regard  to  temporary 
opinions."  "  Our  choice,"  he  said,  "  is  to  engraft  powers  on 
the  present  confederation,  or  to  form  a  new  government  with 
complete  sovereignty."  ^  He  set  forth  the  vital  defects  of  the 
confederacy,  and  that  it  could  not  be  amended  except  by  in- 
vesting it  with  most  important  powers.    To  do  so  would  estab- 

♦  Gilpin,  876 ;  Elliot,  197 ;  Pateraon  M?a        f  Gilpin,  876,  877 ;  Elliot,  198. 
t  Yatca  in  Elliot,  i.,  417;  Gilpin,  877-879 ;  Elliot,  193 ;  Patcrson  MSS. 
«  Gilpin,  878 ;  Elliot,  198.  |  Yates  in  EUiot,  i.,  418. 

-^  Hamilton's  Works,  ii.,  410. 
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\k  lifih  a  general  goyemment  in  one  hand  witliont  checks ;  a  eov- 
^,  ereignty  of  the  worst  kind,  the  sovereignty  of  a  sin^e  body. 
\This  is  a  conclusive  objection  to  the  Jersey  plan,* 
\  "  I  have  great  donbts,"  he  continued,  "  whether  a  national 
go^mment  on  the  Virginia  plan  can  be  effectual-f  Gentle- 
men* say  we  need  to  be  rescued  from  the  democracy.  Bat 
XTare  the  means  proposed  ?  A  democratic  assembly  is  to  be 
(kedby  a  democratic  senate,  and  both  these  by  a  democratic 
chief  magistrate.  J  The  Virginia  plan  is  but  pork  still  with  a 
little  change  of  the  sauce.**  It  will  prove  inefficient,  because 
the  means  will  not  be  equal  to  the  object  | 

"The  general  government  must  not  only  have  a  strong 
soul,  but  strong  oigans  by  which  that  soul  is  to  operate.^  I 
despair  that  a  republican  form  of  government  can  remove  the 
difficulties ;  I  would  hold  it,  however,  unwise  to  change  it  <) 
The  best  form  of  government,  not  attainable  by  us,  but  the 
model  to  which  we  should  approach  as  near  as  possible,  ^  is 
the  British  constitution,  ^  praised  by  Necker  as  *  the  only  gov- 
ernment which  unites  public  strength  with  individual  se- 
curity.' ^  Its  house  of  lords  is  a  most  noble  institution.  It 
forms  a  permanent  barrier  against  every  pernicious  innovation, 
whether  attempted  on  the  part  of  the  crown  or  of  the  com- 
mons.** 

"  It  seems  to  be  admitted  that  no  good  executive  can  be 
established  upon  republican  principles.tt  The  English  model 
is  the  only  good  one.  The  British  executive  is  placed  above 
temptation,  and  can  have  no  interest  distinct  from  the  public 
welfare.  J  J  The  inference  from  these  observations  is,  that,  to 
obtain  stability  and  permanency,  we  ought  to  go  to  the  full 
length  that  republican  principles  will  admit.**  And  the  govern- 
ment will  be  republican  so  long  as  all  officers  are  appointed  by 

*  Hamilton's  Works,  il,  412 ;  Yates  in  ElUot,  i.,  420,  421. 

t  Yates  in  Elliot,  i.,  417.  t  Hamilton,  ii.,  416. 

•  Yates  in  Elliot,  i.,  428  ;  Gilpin,  893,  note ;  EUiot,  205. 

I  Hamilton,  ii.,  416.  ^  Hamilton,  ii.,  413. 

0  Yates  in  Elliot,  i.,  421.  X  Hamilton,  ii.,  413. 

t  Yates  in  Elliot,  l,  421 ;  Hamilton,  ii.,  418.  %  Gilpin,  886 ;  Elliot,  202. 

••  Gilpin,  8S6,  887 ;  Elliot,  203.  ft  GilpiOt  8S7 ;  Elliot,  208. 

tt  Yates  in  Elliot,  1.,  422. 

««  Gilpin,  888 ;  Elliot,  2C8 ;  Yates  in  EUlot,  I,  422. 
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the  people,  or  by  a  process  of  election  originating  with  the 
people.'* 

Hamilton  then  read  and  commented  on  his  sketch  of  a  con- 
stitution for  the  United  States.  It  planted  no  one  branch  of 
the  general  government  on  the  states ;  but,  by  methods  even 
more  national  than  that  of  the  Virginia  plan,  derived  them  all 
from  the  people. 

The  assembly,  which  was  to  be  the  comer-stone  of  the  edi- 
fice, was  to  consist  of  persons  elected  directly  by  the  people  for 
three  years.  It  was  to  be  checked  by  a  senate  elected  by  elect- 
ors chosen  by  the  people,^  and  holding  office  during  good  be- 
havior. The  supreme  executive,  whose  term  of  office  was  to 
be  good  behavior,  was  to  be  elected  by  electors,  chosen  by  elect- 
ors, chosen  by  the  people.f  "  It  may  be  said,"  these  were  his 
words,  ^'  this  constitutes  an  elective  monarchy ;  but  by  making 
the  executive  subject  to  impeachment  the  term  monarchy  can 
not  apply."  ^  The  courts  of  the  United  States  were  so  insti- 
tuted as  to  place  the  general  government  above  the  state 
governments  in  all  matters  of  general  concern.*  To  prevent 
the  states  from  passing  laws  contrary  to  the  constitution  or 
laws  of  the  United  States,  the  executive  of  each  state  was  to  be 
appointed  by  the  general  government  with  a  negative  on  all 
state  legislation. 

Hamilton  spoke,  not  to  refer  a  proposition  to  thie  com- 
mittee, but  only  to  present  his  own  ideas,  and  to  indicate  the 
amendments  which  he  might  offer  to  the  Virginia  plan.  He 
saw  evils  operating  in  the  states  which  must  soon  cure  the 
people  of  their  fondness  for  democracies,  and  unshackle  them 
from  their  prejudices ;  so  that  they  would  be  ready  to  go  as  far  at 
least  as  he  had  suggested.  ||  But  for  the  moment  he  held  it  the 
duty  of  the  convention  to  balance  inconveniences  and  dangers, 
and  choose  that  which  seemed  to  have  the  fewest  objections.'^ 

Hamilton  "was  praised  by  everybody,  but  supported  by 
none."^    It  was  not  the  good  words  for  the  monarchy  of 

I  think  Hamilton  meant  tho  choice  of  electors  to  bo  made  by  the  landholders  ; 
see  his  f aller  plan,  written  out  bj  himself  and  given  to  Madison  near  the  dose  of 
the  convention.    The  senate  of  New  York  was  so  chosen. 

f  Elliot,  i.,  179.  t  Tates  in  ElUot,  i.,  422.       « Ibid.,  428. 

I  Gilpin,  890 ;  Elliot,  204.      ^  Hamilton,  U.,  416.       0  ^^^^  ^  ^BUUot,  i ,  481. 
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Oreat  Britain  that  enstranged  his  hearers.  Hamilton  did  not 
go  far  beyond  the  language  of  Randolph,*  or  Dickinson,t  or 
Gerry,  J  or  Charles  Pinckney.*  The  attachment  to  monarchy 
in  the  United  States  had  not  been  consumed  by  volcanic  fire ; 
it  had  disappeared  because  there  was  nothing  left  in  them  to 
keep  it  alive.  The  nation  imperceptibly  and  without  bitter- 
ness outgrew  its  old  habits  of  thought  Gratitude  for  the  revo- 
lution of  1G88  stiU  thi-ew  a  halo  round  the  house  of  lords.  But 
Hamilton,  finding  a  home  in  the  United  States  only  after  his 
mind  was  near  maturity,  did  not  cherish  toward  the  states  the 
feeling  of  those  who  were  bom  and  bred  on  the  soil,  and  had 
received  into  their  affections  the  thought  and  experience  of  the 
preceding  generation.  His  speech  called  forth  from  many 
sides  the  liveliest  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  states. 

On  the  nineteenth  the  convention  in  committee  rejected  the 
milder  motion  of  Dickinson ;  and,  after  an  exhaustive  analysis 
by  Madison  J  of  the  defects  in  the  New  Jersey  plan,  they  re- 
ported the  amended  plan  of  Virginia  by  the  vote  of  the  six  na- 
tional states,  aided  by  the  vote  of  Connecticut.'^ 

♦  Gilpin,  768  ;  Elliot,  141.  f  Gilpin,  778 ;  Elliot,  MS. 

t  YatCB  in  Elliot,  i.,  408.  «  Gilpin,  947 ;  ElUot,  284. 

I  Gilpin,  803  ;  ElUot,  206. 

^  Gilpin,  004 ;  ElUot,  212 ;  Yates  in  Elliot,  L,  425. 
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CHAPTER  in. 

THE  CONKEUIIOUT  OOMPBOMISE. 

Feom  19  June  to  2  July  1787. 

The  convention,  which  had  shown  itself  so  resolute  for 
consolidating  the  union,  next  bethought  itself  of  home  rule. 
In  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  Hamilton,  Wilson  said,  on  the 
nineteenth  of  June :  ^^  I  am  for  a  national  government,  but  not 
one  that  will  swallow  up  the  state  governments ;  these  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  purposes  which  the  national  government 
cannot  reach." 

"  I  did  not  intend  yesterday,"  exclaimed  Hamilton,  "  a  total 
extinguishment  of  state  governments ;  but  that  a  national  gov- 
ernment must  have  indefinite  sovereignty ;  for  if  it  were  lim- 
ited at  all,  the  rivalship  of  the  states  would  gradually  subvert 
it*  The  states  must  retain  subordinate  jurisdictions."  f  "  I^ 
the  states,"  said  King,  "  retain  some  portion  of  their  sovereign- 
ty, they  have  certainly  divested  themselves  of  essential  portions 
of  it  K,  in  some  respects,  thoy  form  a  confederacy,  in  others 
they  form  a  nation." 

Martin  held  that  the  separation  from  Oreat  Britain  placed 
{he  thirteen  states  in  a  state  of  nature  toward  each  other. :(: 
This  Wilson  denied,  saying :  "  In  the  declaration  of  independ- 
ence the  united  colonies  were  declared  to  be  free  and  independ- 
ent states,  independent,  not  individually,  but  unitedly."  * 

Connecticut,  which  was  in  all  sincerity  partly  federal  and 
partly  national,  was  now  compelled  to  take  the  lead.    As  a 

♦  GilplD,  904;  Elliot.  212.  J  Grpin,  906,  907;  Elliot,  218. 

t  Tctcs  in  ElUot,  L,  426.  «  Gilpin,  907 ;  ElUot,  218. 
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state  she  was  the  most  homogeneous  and  the  most  fixed  in 
the  character  of  her  consociate  churches  and  her  complete  sys- 
tem of  home  government.  Her  delegation  to  the  convention 
was  thrice  remarkable :  they  had  precedence  in  age ;  in  experi- 
ence, from  1776  to  1786  on  committees  to  frame  or  amend  a 
constitution  for  the  country ;  and  in  illustrating  the  force  of 
religion  in  human  life. 

Boger  Sherman  was  a  unique  man.  No  one  in  the  conven- 
tion had  had  so  large  experience  in  legislating  for  the  United 
States.  Next  to  Franklin  the  oldest  man  in  the  convention, 
like  Franklin  he  had  had  no  education  but  in  the  common 
school  of  his  birthplace  hard  by  Boston ;  and  as  the  one  learned 
the  trade  of  a  tallow>chandler,  so  the  other  had  been  appren- 
ticed to  a  shoemaker. 

Left  at  nineteen  an  orphan  on  the  father's  side,  he  minis- 
tered to  his  mother  during  her  long  life ;  and  having  suffered 
from  the  want  of  a  liberal  education,  he  provided  it  for  his 
younger  brothers.  Kesolved  to  conquer  poverty,  at  the  age  of 
two-and-twenty  he  wrapped  himself  in  his  own  manliness,  and, 
bearing  with  him  the  tools  of  his  trade,  he  migrated  on  foot  to 
New  Milf  ord,  in  Connecticut,  where  he  gained  a  living  by  his 
craft  or  by  trade,  until  in  December  1754,  after  careful  study, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

There  was  in  him  kind-heartedness  and  industry,  penetra- 
tion and  close  reasoning,  an  unclouded  intellect,  superiority  to 
passion,  intrepid  patriotism,  solid  judgm^it,  and  a  directness 
which  went  straight  to  its  end ;  so  that  the  country  people 
among  whom  he  lived,  first  at  New  Milf  ord  and  then  at  New 
Haven,  gave  him  every  possible  sign  of  their  confidence.  The 
church  made  him  its  deacon ;  Yale  college  its  treasurer ;  New 
Haven  its  representative,  and,  when  it  became  a  city,  its  first 
mayor,  re-electing  him  as  long  as  he  lived.  For  nineteen  years 
he  was  annually  chosen  one  of  the  fourteen  assistants,  or  upper 
house  of  the  legislature ;  and  for  twenty-three  years  a  judge  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas,  or  of  the  superior  court 

A  plurality  of  oflSces  being  then  allowed,  Sherman  was 
sent  to  the  first  congress  in  1774,  and  to  every  other  congress 
to  the  last  hour  of  his  life,  except  when  excluded  by  the  funda- 
mental law  of  rotation.    In  congress  he  served  on  most  of  the 
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important  committees,  the  board  of  war,  the  board  of  the  ma- 
rine, the  board  of  finance.  He  signed  the  declaration  of  1774, 
which  some  writers  regard  as  the  date  of  our  nationality ;  was 
of  the  committee  to  write,  and  was  a  signer  of  the  declaration 
of  independence ;  was  of  the  committee  to  frame  the  articles 
of  the  confederation,  and  a  signer  of  that  instrument.  Ko  one 
is  known  to  have  complained  of  his  filling  too  many  offices,  or 
to  have  found  fault  with  the  manner  in  which  he  filled  thenu 
In  the  convention  he  never  made  long  speeches,  but  would 
intuitively  seize  on  the  turning-point  of  a  question,  and  pre- 
sent it  in  terse  language  which  showed  his  own  opinion  and 
the  strength  on  which  it  rested. 

By  the  side  of  Sherman  stood  William  Samuel  Johnson, 
then  sixty  years  of  age.  He  took  his  first  degree  at  Yale,  his 
second,  after  a  few  months'  further  study,  at  Harvard ;  became 
a  representative  in  the  Connecticut  assembly;  was  a  delegate 
to  the  stamp-act  congress  of  1765,  and  assisted  in  writing  its 
address  to  tiie  king.  He  became  the  able  and  faithful  agent 
of  his  state  in  England,  where  Oxford  made  him  a  doctor  of 
dvil  law.  After  his  return  in  1771,  he  was  chosen  one  of  the 
fourteen  assistants,  and  one  of  the  judges  of  the  superior  court 
He  was  sent  by  Connecticut  on  a  peace  mission  to  Gage  at 
Boston;  but  from  the  war  for  independence  he  kept  aloof. 
His  state,  nevertheless,  appointed  him  its  leading  counsel  in  its 
territorial  disputes  with  Pennsylvania.  A  delegate  to  the  fifth 
congress  and  the  sixth,  he  acted  in  1786  on  a  grand  committee 
and  its  sub-conmiittee  for  reforming  the  federal  government. 
He  had  just  been  unanimously  chosen  president  of  Columbia 
college.  His  calm  and  conservative  character  made  him  tardy 
in  coming  up  to  a  new  position,  so  that  he  had  even  opposed 
the  call  of  the  federal  convention.''^  He  was  of  good-humor, 
composedness,  and  candor,  and  he  knew  how  to  conciliate  and 
to  convince. 

The  third  member  of  the  Connecticut  delegation  was 
Oliver  Ellsworth,  whom  we  have  seen  on  the  conmiittee  of 
1781  for  amending  the  constitution,  and  on  the  committee  of 
1783  for  addressing  the  states  in  behalf  of  further  reforms.  A 
native  of  Connecticut,  he  was  at  Yale  for  two  years,  and  in 


♦  Gale  to  Johnson,  19  April  IISI ;  Gilpin,  5S9 ;  ElUot,  96. 
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1766,  after  two  years  more  of  study,  graduated  in  the  coll^ 
of  New  Jersey,  where  Luther  Martin  was  his  classmate.  Of  a 
robust  habit  of  mind,  he  was  full  of  energy  and  by  nature 
hopeful ;  devoid  of  sentimentality  and  safe  against  the  seduc- 
tions of  feeling  or  the  delusions  of  imagination,  he  was  always 
self-possessed.  Free  from  rancor  and  superior  to  fiatteiy,  he 
could  neither  be  intimidated  nor  cajoled.  His  mind  adyanced 
cautiously,  but  with  great  moving  force.  Ejiowing  what  be 
needed,  he  could  not  be  turned  from  its  pursuit ;  obtaining  it, 
he  never  wrangled  for  more.  He  had  been  the  attorney  of  his 
own  state,  a  member  of  ita  assembly,  one  of  it«  delegates  in  con- 
gress, a  colleague  of  Sherman  in  its  superior  court ;  and  now, 
at  the  age  of  two-and-forty,  rich  in  experience,  he  becomes 
one  of  the  chief  workmen  in  framing  the  federal  constitntioiL 

By  Paterson,  in  his  notes  for  a  New  Jersey  plan,  the  pro- 
posed new  government  was  named  "  the  federal  government  of 
the  United  States ; "  by  Dickinson,  in  his  resolution, "  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States."  In  the  Virginia  plan  it  was 
described  as  "  national"  nineteen  times,  and  in  the  report  from 
the  convention  in  committee  of  the  whole  to  the  house,  twenty- 
six  times.  Ellsworth,  who  then  and  ever  after  did  not  scruple 
to  use  the  word  "  national,"  moved  to  substitute  in  the  amended 
Virginia  plan  the  phrase  of  Dickinson  as  the  proper  title.* 
To  avoid  alarm,  the  friends  to  the  national  plan  unhesitatingly 
accepted  the  colorless  changcf  Lansing  then  moved  "that 
the  powers  of  legislation  ought  to  be  vested  in  the  United 
States  in  cougress."  He  dwelt  again  on  the  want  of  power  in 
the  convention,  the  probable  disapprobation  of  their  constitu- 
ents, the  consequent  dissolution  of  the  union,  the  inabihty  of 
a  general  government  to  pervade  the  whole  continent,  the  dan- 
ger of  complicating  the  British  model  of  government  with 
state  governments  on  principles  which  would  gradually  destroy 
the  one  or  the  other. 

Mason  protested  against  a  renewed  agitation  of  the  question 
between  the  two  plans,  and  against  the  objection  of  a  want  of 
ample  powers  in  the  convention;  with  impassioned  wisdom, 
he  continued : 

"  On  two  points  the  American  mind  is  well  settled :  an  at- 

•  GUpln,  908,  909 ;  ElUot,  214.  \  Martin  In  ElUot,  i.,  802. 
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tachment  to  republican  govemment,  and  an  attachment  to  more 
than  one  branch  in  the  legislature.  The  general  accord  of 
their  constitutions  in  both  these  circumstances  must  either  have 
been  a  miracle,  or  must  have  resulted  from  the  genius  of  the 
people.  Congress  is  the  only  single  legislature  not  chosen  by 
the  people  themselves,  and  in  consequence  they  have  been  con- 
stantly averse  to  giving  it  further  powers.  They  never  will, 
they  never  can,  intrust  their  dearest  rights  and  liberties  to  one 
body  of  men  not  chosen  by  them,  and  yet  invested  with  tlie 
sword  and  the  purse ;  a  conclave,  transacting  their  business  in 
secret  and  guided  in  many  of  their  acts  by  factions  and  party 
spirit  It  is  acknowledged  by  the  author  of  the  Kew  Jersey 
plan  that  it  cannot  be  enforced  without  military  coercion.  The 
most  jarring  elements  of  nature,  fire  and  water,  are  not  more 
incompatible  than  such  a  mixture  of  civil  liberty  and  military 
execution. 

^^  Notwithstanding  my  solicitude  to  establish  a  national  gov- 
ernment, I  never  will  agree  to  abolish  the  state  governments, 
or  render  them  absolutely  insignificant.  They  are  as  necessary 
as  the  general  government,  and  I  shall  be  equally  careful  to 
preserve  them.  I  am  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  drawing  the 
line  between  the  two,  but  hope  it  is  not  insurmountable. 
That  the  one  government  will  be  productive  of  disputes  and  jeal- 
ousies against  the  other,  I  believe ;  but  it  will  produce  mutual 
safety.  The  convention  cannot  make  a  faultless  government ; 
but  I  will  trust  posterity  to  mend  its  defects."  * 

The  day  ended  in  a  definitive  refusal  to  take  up  the  propo- 
sition of  Lansing;  the  six  national  states  standing  together 
against  the  three  federal  ones  and  Connecticut,  Maryland  being 
divided.  The  four  southernmost  states  aimed  at  no  selfish  ad- 
vantages, when  in  this  hour  of  extreme  danger  they  came  to 
the  rescue  of  the  union.  Moreover,  the  people  of  Maryland 
were  by  a  large  majority  on  the  side  of  the  national  states,  and 
the  votes  of  Connecticut  and  Delaware  were  given  only  to  pave 
the  way  to  an  equal  vote  in  the  senate. 

Weary  of  supporting  the  New  Jersey  plan,  Sherman  f 
pleaded  for  two  houses  of  the  national  legislature  and  an  equal 

*  Gilpin,  912-915  ;  Elliot,  216,  217 ;  Yates  in  Elliot,  i.,  428,  429. 
t  Gilpin,  918;  Elliot,  219. 
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vote  of  the  states  in  one  of  them.  On  the  next  morning  John- 
eon*  took  up  the  theme.  Avoiding  every  appearance  of  dic- 
tation, he  invited  the  convention  to  harmonize  the  individuality 
of  the  states  as  proposed  by  New  Jersey  with  the  general  sov- 
ereignty and  jurisdiction  of  the  Virginia  plan.  He  wished  it 
to  be  well  considered,  whether  the  portion  of  sovereignty  which 
was  to  remain  with  the  states  could  be  preserved  without  allow- 
ing them  in  the  second  branch  of  the  national  legislature  a  dis- 
tinct and  equal  vote. 

The  six  national  states,  re-enforced  by  Connecticut,  then 
resolved  f  that  the  general  legislature  should  consist  of  two 
branches.  Upon  this  decision,  which  was  carried  by  more  than 
two  states  to  one,  the  New  Jersey  plan  fell  hopelessly  to  the 
ground. 

It  was  on  the  twenty-fifth,  in  the  course  of  these  debates, 
that  Wilson  said :  ^^  When  I  consider  the  amazing  extent  of 
coimtry,  the  inmiense  population  which  is  to  fill  it,  the  influ- 
ence which  the  government  we  are  to  form  will  have,  not  only 
on  the  present  generation  of  our  people  and  their  multiplied 
posteri^,  but  on  the  whole  globe,  I  am  lost  in  the  magnitude 
of  the  object.  J  We  are  laying  the  foundation  of  a  building 
in  which  millions  are  interested,  and  which  is  to  last  for  ages.^ 
In  laying  one  stone  amiss  we  may  injure  the  superstructore; 
and  what  will  be  the  consequence  if  the  comer-stone  should  be 
loosely  placed  ?  A  citizen  of  America  is  a  citizen  of  the  gen- 
eral government,  and  is  a  citizen  of  the  particular  state  in  which 
he  may  reside.!  The  general  government  is  meant  for  them 
in  the  first  capacity;  the  state  governments  in  the  second. 
Both  governments  are  derived  from  the  people,  both  meant 
for  the  people ;  both,  therefore,  ought  to  be  regulated  on  the 
same  principles.^  In  forming  the  general  government  we 
must  forget  our  local  habits  and  attachments,  lay  aside  our 
state  connections,  and  act  for  the  general  good  of  the  whole.  0 
The  general  government  is  not  an  assemblage  of  states,  but  of 

♦  Gilpin,  920 ;  EUiot,  220 ;  Yates  In  Elliot,  i.,  431. 
t  Gilpin,  926 ;  EUiot,  223 ;  I.,  184 ;  Yates  in  EUiot,  i.,  482. 
t  GUpin,  966 ;  EUiot,  230.  »  Yates  in  EUiot,  L,  446. 

I  Yates  in  EUiot,  L,  446, 446.  ^  Gilpin,  966 ;  EUiot,  289. 

i  Yates  in  EUiot,  i.,  446. 
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individuals,  for  certain  political  purposes;  it  is  not  meant  for 
the  states,  but  for  the  individnals  composing  them ;  the  indi- 
viduals, therefore,  not  the  states,  ought  to  be  represented  in 
it."  *  He  persisted  to  the  last  in  demanding  that  the  senate 
should  be  elected  by  electors  chosen  by  the  people. 

Ellswortti  replied :  "  Whether  the  member  of  the  senate 
be  appointed  by  the  people  or  by  the  legislature,  he  will  be  a 
citizen  of  the  state  he  is  to  represent.  Every  state  has  its  par- 
ticular views  and  prejudices,  which  will  find  their  way  into  the 
general  coancil,  through  whatever  channel  they  may  flow,  f 
The  state  legislatm^  are  more  competent  to  make  a  judicious 
choice  than  the  people  at  large.  Without  the  existence  and 
co-operation  of  the  states,  a  republican  government  cannot  be 
supported  over  so  great  an  extent  of  country.  We  know  that 
the  people  of  the  states  are  strongly  attached  to  their  own  con- 
stitutions. If  you  hold  up  a  system  of  general  government, 
destructive  of  their  constitutional  rights,  they  will  oppose  it 
The  only  chance  we  have  to  support  a  general  government  is 
to  graft  it  on  the  state  governments."  J 

That  the  members  of  the  second  branch  should  be  chosen 
by  the  individual  legislatures,  which  in  the  committee  had  been 
unanimously  accepted,  was  then  affirmed  in  convention  by  all 
the  states  except  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  which  looked 
upon  this  mode  of  choice  as  the  stepping-stone  to  an  equal 
representation.** 

For  the  term  of  office  of  the  senators,  who,  as  all  agreed, 
were  to  go  out  in  classes,  Eandolph  proposed  seven  years; 
Cotesworth  Pinckney,  four;  Gorham  and  Wilson,  six  with 
biennial  rotation.  Eead  desired  the  tenure  of  good  behavior, 
but,  hardly  finding  a  second,  ]  moved  for  a  term  of  nine  years 
as  Uie  longest  which  had  a  chance  for  support. 

Madison  came  to  his  aid.  ^^  The  second  branch,  as  a  lim- 
ited number  of  citizens,  respectable  for  wisdom  and  virtue, 
will  be  watched  by  and  will  keep  watch  over  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people ;  it  will  seasonably  interpose  between  im- 
petuous counsels ;  and  will  guard  the  minority  who  are  placed 

»  Gilpin,  957  ;  Elliot,  2n9.  f  1^*^.  J  Tatea  in  EUiot,  L,  446,  447. 

»  Gilpin,  969;  Elliot,  240;  Yates  in  EUiot,  i.,  447. 

[  Compare  Gilpin,  960,  or  Elliot,  241,  with  Yatea  in  ElUot,  i.,  448. 
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above  indigence  against  the  agrarian  attempts  of  the  ever- 
increasing  class  who  labor  under  all  the  hardships  of  life,  and 
secretly  sigh  for  a  more  eqnal  distribution  of  its  blessings.  The 
longer  the  members  of  the  senate  continue  in  office,  the  better 
will  these  objects  be  answered.  The  term  of  nine  years  can 
threaten  no  real  danger."  * 

Sherman  replied :  "  The  more  permanency  a  government 
has,  the  worse,  if  it  be  a  bad  one.  I  shall  be  content  with  six 
years  for  the  senate  :  but  four  will  be  quite  sufficient"  f 

"  We  are  now  to  decide  the  fate  of  republican  government," 
said  Hamilton ;  "  if  we  do  not  give  to  that  form  due  stability, 
it  will  be  disgraced  and  lost  among  ourselves,  disgraced  and  lost 
to  mankind  forever,  j;.  I  acknowledge  I  do  not  think  favor- 
ably of  republican  government ;  but  I  address  my  remarks  to 
those  who  do,  in  order  to  prevail  on  them  to  tone  their  gov- 
ernment as  high  as  possible.  I  profess  myself  as  zealous  an 
advocate  for  liberty  as  any  man  whatever ;  and  trust  I  shall  be 
as  willing  a  martyr  to  it,  though  I  differ  as  to  the  form  in 
which  it  is  most  eligible.  Eeal  liberty  is  neither  found  in 
despotism  nor  in  the  extremes  of  democracy,  but  in  moderate 
governments.**  Those  who  mean  to  form  a  solid  republic 
ought  to  proceed  to  the  confines  of  another  government.  If 
we  incline  too  much  to  democracy,  we  shall  soon  shoot  into  a 
monarchy."  The  term  of  nine  years  received  only  the  votes  of 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Virginia ;  and  that  for  six  years, 
with  the  biennial  renewal  of  one  third  of  its  members,  was 
carried  by  the  voice  of  seven  states  against  four.  Q 

On  the  twentynseventh,  Rutledge  brought  the  convention 
to  consider  the  rule  of  suffrage  in  the  two  branches  of  the 
national  legislature.  For  the  rest  of  the  day,  and  part  of  the 
next,  Martin  vehemently  denounced  any  general  government 
that  could  reach  individuals,  and  intimated  plainly  that  Clin- 
ton of  New  York  would  surely  prevent  its  adoption  in  that 
state.  Lansing  renewed  the  proposal  to  vote  by  states  in  the 
first  branch  of  the  legislature.    Madison  sxmuned  up  a  most 

♦  Gilpin,  964 ;  ElUot,  242,  243 ;  Yates  in  Elliot,  i.,  450. 
t  Gilpin,  965 ;  Elliot,  248  ;  Yates  in  ElUot,  1.,  450. 
X  GUpin,  965,  966 ;  ElUot,  244.         »  Yatos  in  EUiot,  i.,  450. 
I  GUpin,  969 ;  ElUot^  245 ;  1.,  451. 
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elaborate  Btatement  by  saying :  "  The  two  extremes  before  ns 
are,  a  perfect  separatioD,  and  a  perfect  incorporation  of  the 
thirteen  states.  In  the  first  case,  they  will  be  independent 
nations,  subject  only  to  the  law  of  nations ;  in  the  last,  they 
will  be  mere  counties  of  one  entire  republic,  subject  to  one 
common  law.  In  the  first,  the  smaller  states  will  have  every- 
thing to  fear  from  the  larger;  in  the  last,  nothing.  Their  true 
policy,  therefore,  lies  in  promoting  that  form  of  government 
which  will  most  approximate  the  states  to  the  condition  of 
counties.''  *  Johnson  and  Sherman  and  Ellsworth,  Paterson 
and  Dickinson,  even  at  the  risk  of  union,  opposed  King,  the 
most  eloquent  orator,  Wilson,  the  most  learned  civilian,  and 
Madison,  the  most  careful  statesman,  of  the  convention.  It 
was  in  vain  for  the  smaller  states  to  say  they  intended  no 
injustice,  and  equally  in  vain  for  Madison  to  plead  that  the 
large  states,  from  differing  customs,  religion,  and  interests, 
could  never  unite  in  perilous  combinations.  In  the  great  diver- 
sity of  sentiment,  Johnson  could  not  foresee  the  result  of  their 
deliberations  ;t  and  at  a  later  day  Martin  reported  that  the 
convention  was  ^'on  the  verge  of  dissolution,  scarce  held  to- 
gether by  the  strength  of  a  hair."  J 

To  restore  calm,  Franklin,  just  as  the  house  was  about  to 
adjourn,  proposed  tiiat  the  convention  should  be  opened  every 
morning  by  prayer.  Having  present  in  his  mind  his  own  mar- 
vellous career  from  the  mocking  skepticism  of  his  boyhood,  he 
said :  "  The  longer  I  live,  the  more  convincing  proofs  I  see 
that  Qod  governs  in  the  affairs  of  men.  I  firmly  believe  that 
^  except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  they  labor  in  vain  that  build 
iV  Without  his  concurring  aid,  we  shall  be  divided  by  our 
little  local  interests,  succeed  no  better  than  the  builders  of 
Babel,  and  become  a  reproach  and  by-word  to  future  ages. 
What  is  worse,  mankind  may  hereafter,  from  this  unfortunate 
instance,  despair  of  establishing  government  by  human  wis- 
dom, and  leave  it  to  chance  and  war.''  *  The  motion  was 
avoided  by  adjournment 

The  concurring  aid  which  Franklin  invoked  implied  a 

•  Gilpin,  982 ;  ElUot,  262. 

f  Williftm  Samuel  Jobnson  to  his  son,  Philadelphia,  27  June  1787. 

t  Elliot,  L,  8C8.  *  Gilpin,  985  ;  Elliot,  253,  254. 
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pnrification  from  the  dominion  of  selfish  interests.  In  the 
next  meeting  the  members  were  less  absorbed  by  inferior 
motives.*  The  debate  was  opened  by  Johnson.  "A  state," 
he  said,  ^^  exists  as  a  political  society,  and  it  exists  as  a  district 
of  individual  citizens.  The  aristocratic  and  other  interests, 
and  the  interests  of  the  states,  must  be  armed  with  some 
power  of  self-defence.  In  one  branch  of  the  general  govern- 
ment the  people  ought  to  be  represented;  in  the  other,  the 
states."  t  Gorham  brought  together  arguments  for  union 
alike  from  the  point  of  view  of  small  and  of  large  states; 
and  his  last  word  was :  "A  union  of  the  states  is  necessary  to 
their  happiness,  and  a  firm  general  government  is  necessary 
to  their  union.  I  will  stay  here  as  long  as  any  state  will  re- 
main, in  order  to  agree  on  some  plan  that  can  be  recommended 
to  the  people."  J 

"  I  do  not  despair,"  said  Ellsworth ;  "  I  still  trust  that  some 
good  plan  of  government  will  be  devised  and  adopted." 

"If  this  point  of  representation  is  once  well  fixed,"  said 
Madison,  "  we  shall  come  nearer  to  one  another  in  sentiment* 
The  necessity  will  then  be  discovered  of  circumscribing  more 
effectually  the  state  governments,  and  enlarging  the  bounds  of 
the  general  government.  There  is  a  gradation  from  the  small- 
est corporation  with  the  most  limited  powers  to  the  largest 
empire  with  the  most  perfect  sovereignty.  |  The  states  never 
possessed  the  essential  rights  of  sovereignty;  these  were  al- 
ways vested  in  congress.  Voting  as  states  in  congress  is  no 
evidence  of  sovereignty.  The  state  of  Maryland  voted  by 
counties.  Did  this  make  the  counties  sovereign  ?  The  states, 
at  present,  are  only  great  corporations,  having  the  power  of 
making  by-laws  not  contradictory  to  the  general  confedera- 
tion.^ The  proposed  government  will  have  powere  far  be- 
yond those  exercised  by  the  British  parliament  when  the 
states  were  part  of  the  British  empire. 

"  The  mixed  nature  of  the  government  ought  to  be  kq)t 
in  view ;  but  the  exercise  of  an  equal  voice  by  unequal  por- 
tions of  the  people  is  confessedly  unjust,  and  would  infuse 

♦  Compare  Walter  Scott  in  The  Heart  of  Midlothian,  toI  i.,  chap.  xiv. 
t  Oilpin,  987 ;  Elliot,  256.  X  Gilpin,  989 ;  Elliot,  255. 

«  ElUot,  i.,  461.       I  Gilpm,  990 ;  EUiot,  256.     ^  Tatea  in  EUiot,  L,  461. 
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mortality  into  the  constitution  which  we  wish  to  last  foiv 
ever.  A  total  separation  of  the  states  from  each  other  or 
partial  confederacies  would  alike  be  truly  deplorable;  and 
those  who  may  be  accessoiy  to  either  can  never  be  forgiven 
by  their  country,  nor  by  themselves."  * 

^'  In  all  the  states,"  said  Hamilton,  ^^  the  rights  of  individu- 
als with  regard  to  sufiErage  are  modified  by  qualifications  of 
property.  In  like  manner  states  may  modify  their  right  of 
sufiErage,  the  larger  exercising  a  larger,  the  smaller  a  smaller 
share  of  it  Will  the  people  of  Delaware  be  less  free  if  each 
citizen  has  an  equal  vote  with  each  citizen  of  Pennsylvania  ? 
The  contest  is  for  power,  not  for  liberty. 

^'  No  government  can  give  us  happiness  at  home  which  has 
not  the  strength  to  make  us  respectable  abroad.  This  is  the 
critical  moment  for  forming  such  a  goveroment.  As  yet  we 
retain  the  habits  of  union.  We  are  weak,  and  sensible  of  our 
weakness.  Our  people  are  disposed  to  have  a  good  govern- 
ment ;t  but  henceforward  the  motives  will  become  feebler 
and  the  diflSculties  greater.  It  is  a  miracle  that  we  are  now 
here,  exercising  free  deliberation;  it  would  be  madness  to 
trust  to  future  miracles.^  We  must  therefore  improve  the 
opportunity,  and  render  ike  present  system  as  perfect  as  pos- 
sible. The  good  sense  of  the  people,  and,  above  all,  the  ne- 
cessity of  their  affairs,  will  induce  tiiem  to  adopt  it"  ^ 

It  was  then  decided,  by  the  six  national  states  to  four, 
Maryland  being  divided,  that  the  rule  of  suffrage  in  the  first 
branch  ought  to  bear  proportion  to  the  population  of  the 
several  states.  A  reversal  of  this  decision  was  never  at- 
tempted. 

Ellsworth  now  put  forth  all  his  strength  as  he  moved  that 
in  the  second  branch  the  vote  should  be  taken  by  states :  |  ^^I 
confess  that  the  effect  of  this  motion  is  to  make  the  general 
government  partly  federal  and  partly  national.  I  am  not  sorry 
that  the  vote  just  passed  has  determined  against  this  rule  in 
the  first  brandi;  I  hope  it  will  become  a  ground  of  com- 
promise with  regard  to  the  second.    On  this  middle  ground, 

♦  GUpln,  990,  992;  Elliot,  256,  257;  Yates  in  ElUot,  I,  462. 

f  Yates  in  EUiot,  L,  463.  X  Oilpin,  995 ;  EUiot,  259. 

^  Yates  in  ElUot,  1, 464.  |  Yates  in  EUiot,  L,  464. 
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and  on  no  other,  can  a  compromise  take  place.*  If  the  great 
states  refuse  this  plan,  we  shall  be  forever  separated. 

"In  the  hour  of  common  danger  we  nnited  as  eqnals;  is 
it  just  to  depart  from  this  principle  now,  when  the  danger  is 
over  ?  t  The  existing  confederation  is  founded  on  the  equality 
of  the  states  in  the  article  of  suffrage,  $  and  is  declared  to  be 
perpetual*  Is  it  meant  to  pay  no  regard  to  this  plighted 
faith?  I  We  then  associated  as  free  and  independent  states. 
To  perpetuate  that  indei)endence,  I  wish  to  establish  a  national 
legislature,  executive,  and  judiciary ;  for  under  these  we  shall 
preserve  peace  and  harmony."  ^ 

Abraham  Baldwin,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  a  graduate  of 
Tale  college,  for  four  years  one  of  its  tutors,  a  recent  emigrant 
to  Georgia,  from  which  state  he  was  now  a  deputy,  stepped 
forth  to  the  relief  of  Ellsworth,  saying :  "  The  second  branch 
ought  to  be  the  representation  of  property,^  and  ought  not  to 
be  elected  as  the  first."  J 

"  If  a  minority  will  have  their  own  will,  or  separate  the 
union,"  said  Wilson,  on  the  thirtieth,  "  let  it  be  done.  I  can- 
not consent  that  one  fourth  shall  control  the  power  of  three 
fourths.  The  Connecticut  proposal  removes  only  a  part  of 
the  objection.  We  all  aim  at  giving  the  general  government 
more  energy.  The  state  governments  are  necessary  and  valu- 
able. No  liberty  can  be  obtained  without  them.  On  this 
question  of  the  manner  of  taking  the  vote  in  the  second 
branch  depend  the  essential  rights  of  the  general  govern- 
ment and  of  the  people."  $ 

Ellsworth  replied :  "  No  salutary  measure  has  been  lost  for 
want  of  a  majority  of  the  states  to  favor  it.  %  If  the  larger 
states  seek  security,  they  have  it  fully  in  the  first  branch 
of  the  general  government.  But  are  the  lesser  states  equally 
secure?  We  are  razing  the  foundation  of  the  building, 
when  we  need  only  repair  the  roof.**  And  let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  these  remarks  are  not  the  result  of  partial  or  local 

♦  GUpin,  996,  99Y ;  EUiot,  260.  ^  Yatcfl  in  ElUot,  I,  466. 

t  ElUot,  L,  464,  465.  0  Gilpin,  998 ;  Elliot,  260. 

X  Gilpin,  998 ;  EUiot,  260.  %  Tates  in  ElUot,  i.,  465. 

«  Tates  in  EUiot,  1 ,466.  ^  Yates  in  ElUot,  L,  466,  467. 

I  Gilpin,  998;  Elliot,  260.  %  Gilpin,  1008 ;  EUiot,  263. 

**  Gilpin,  1003 ;  Elliot,  263  ;  Yates  in  Elliot,  i.,  468. 
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views.  In  importance,  the  state  I  represent  holds  a  middle 
rank."* 

"If  there  was  real  danger  to  the  smafler  states,"  said  Madi- 
son, "I  wonld  give  them  defensive  weapons.  Bnt  there  is 
none.  The  great  danger  to  onr  general  government  is,  that 
the  southern  and  northern  interests  of  the  continent  are  op- 
posed to  each  other,  f  not  from  their  difference  of  size,  bnt 
from  climate,  and  principally  from  the  effects  of  their  having 
or  not  having  slaves.  X  Look  to  the  votes  in  congress;  most 
of  them  stand  divided  by  the  geography  of  the  country,  not  by 
the  size  of  the  states.*  Defensive  power  ought  to  be  given, 
not  between  the  large  and  small  states,  but  between  the  north- 
em  and  southern.  Casting  about  in  my  mind  for  some  expe- 
dient that  will  answer  this  purpose,  it  has  occurred  that  the 
states  should  be  represented  in  one  branch  according  to  the 
number  of  free  inhabitants  only ;  and  in  the  other  according  to 
the  whole  number,  counting  the  slaves  as  free.  The  southern 
scale  would  have  the  advantage  in  one  house,  and  the  northern 
in  another."  |  By  this  willingness  to  recede  from  the  strict 
claim  to  representation  in  proportion  to  population  for  the 
sake  of  protecting  slavery,  Madison  stepped  from  firm  ground. 
The  argument  of  Ellsworth  drawn  from  the  faith  plighted  to 
the  smaller  states  in  the  existing  federal  compact,  he  answered 
only  by  taunts:  "The  party  claiming  from  others  an  adhe- 
rence to  a  common  engagement  ought  at  least  to  be  itself  guilt- 
less of  its  violation.  Of  all  the  states,  Oonnecticut  is  perhaps 
least  able  to  urge  this  plea."  ^ 

Fixing  his  eyes  on  "Washington,  Ellsworth  rejoined :  "  To 
you  I  can  with  confidence  appeal  for  the  great  exertions  of  my 
state  during  the  war  in  supplying  both  men  and  money.  ^ 
The  muster  rolls  will  show  that  she  had  more  troops  in  the 
field  than  even  the  state  of  Virginia.  $  We  strained  eveiy 
nerve  to  raise  them ;  and  we  spared  neither  money  nor  exer- 
tions to  complete  our  quotas.    This  extraordinary  exertion  has 

♦  Gflpin,  1004  ;  EUiot,  264. 
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greatly  impoverished  ns,  and  has  accumulated  our  state  debts; 
but  we  defy  any  gentleman  to  show  that  we  ever  refused  a 
federal  requisition.  If  she  has  proved  delinquent  through  ina- 
bility only,  it  is  not  more  than  others  have  been  without  the 
same  excuse.  It  is  the  ardent  wish  of  the  state  to  strengthen 
the  federal  government."  * 

Davie  of  Korth  Carolina,  breaking  the  phalanx  of  national 
states,  preferred  the  proposition  of  Ellsworth  to  the  propor- 
tional representation,  which  would  in  time  make  the  senate  a 
multitudinous  body.f    Connecticut  had  won  the  day. 

Startled  by  the  appearance  of  defeat,  Wilson  hastily  offered 
to  the  smallest  states  one  senator,  to  the  others  one  for  every 
hundred  thousand  souls.  This  expedient  Franklin  brushed  aside, 
saying :  "  On  a  proportional  representation  the  small  states  con- 
tend that  their  liberties  will  be  in  danger ;  with  an  equality  of 
votes,  the  large  states  say  their  money  will  be  in  danger.  A  join- 
er, when  he  wants  to  fit  two  boards,  takes  a  little  from  both."  J 
And  he  suggested  for  the  several  states  a  like  number  of  dele- 
gates to  the  senate,  with  proportionate  votes  on  financial  sub- 
jects, equal  votes  on  questions  affecting  the  rights  of  the  states. 

King  inveighed  against  the  '^  phantom  of  state  sovereign- 
ty:"  "If  the  adherence  to  an  equality  of  votes  is  unalterable, 
we  are  cut  asunder  already.  My  mind  is  prepared  for  every 
event,  rather  than  to  sit  down  under  a  government  which 
must  be  as  short-lived  as  it  would  be  unjust."  * 

Dayton  replied :  "  Assertion  for  proof  and  terror  for  aigu- 
ment,  however  eloquently  spoken,  will  have  no  effect  It 
should  have  been  shown  that  the  evils  we  have  experienced 
proceeded  from  the  equality  of  representation." 

"The  plan  in  its  present  shape,"  said  Madison,  "makes 
the  senate  absolutely  dependent  on  the  states ;  it  is,  therefore, 
only  another  edition  of  the  old  confederation,  and  can  never 
answer.  Still  I  would  preserve  the  state  rights  as  carefully  as 
the  trial  by  jury."  | 

♦  Yates  in  Elliot,  i.,  469,  410, 
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Bedford  scoffed  at  Gleorgia,  prond  of  her  fatnre  greatness ; 
at  South  Carolina,  pufied  up  with  wealth  and  negroes ;  at  the 
great  states,  ambitions,  dictatorial,  and  nnworthj  of  trust ;  and 
defied  them  to  dissolve  the  confederation,  for  ruin  would  then 
stare  them  in  the  face.^ 

To  a  question  from  King,  whether  by  entering  into  a  na- 
tional govemment  he  would  not  equally  participate  in  national 
security,  Ellsworth  answered :  "  I  confess  I  should ;  but  a  gen- 
eral, govemment  cannot  know  my  wants,  nor  relieve  my  dis- 
tress. I  depend  for  domestic  happiness  as  much  on  my  state 
govemment  as  a  new-bom  infant  depends  upon  its  mother  for 
nourishment  If  this  is  not  an  answer,  I  have  no  other  to 
give."  t 

On  the  second  of  July  five  states  voted  with  Ellsworth  for 
equal  sufErage  in  the  senate ;  five  of  the  six  national  states  an- 
swered, Ko.  All  interest  then  centred  upon  Gleorgia,  the  sixth 
national  state  and  the  last  to  vote.  Baldwin,  fearing  a  dismp- 
tion  of  the  convention,  and  convinced  of  the  hopelessness  of 
assembling  another  under  better  auspices,  dissented  from  his 
colleague,  and  divided  the  vote  of  his  state.  So  the  motion 
was  lost  by  a  tie ;  t  but  as  all  believed  that  New  Hampshire 
and  Ehode  Island,  had  they  been  present,  would  have  voted 
with  Connecticut,  the  convention  moved  rapidly  toward  its 
inevitable  decision. 

For  a  moment  Charles  Pinckney  made  delay  by  calling  up 
his  scheme  for  dividing  the  United  States  into  northern,  mid- 
dle, and  southern  groups,  and  apportioning  the  senatora  be- 
tween the  three ;  *  a  measure  which,  with  modifications,  he  re- 
peatedly brought  forward. 

Cotesworth  Pinckney  liked  better  the  motion  of  Franklin, 
and  proposed  that  a  conmiittee  of  one  from  each  state,  taking 
into  consideration  both  branches  of  the  legislature,  should  devise 
and  report  a  compromise.  I  "  Such  a  committee,''  said  Sher^ 
man,  "  is  necessaiy  to  set  us  right."  ^ 

Gouvemeur  Morris,  who,  after  a  month's  absence,  had  just 
returned,  spoke  abraptly  for  a  senate  for  life  to  be  appointed 

♦  Gilpin,  1012-1014 ;  EDiot,  268.  •  Gilpin,  1017 ;  EUiot,  270. 
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by  the  executive ;  *  but  the  committee  was  ordered  bj  a  great 
majority ;  and  the  house  showed  its  own  inclination  by  select- 
ing Franklin,  Gerry,  Ellsworth,  Yates,  Paterson,  even  Bedford 
and  Martin,  Mason,  Davie,  Rutledge,  and  Baldwin.  To  give 
them  time  for  their  task,  and  to  all  the  opportunity  of  cele- 
brating the  anniversary  of  independence,  the  convention  ad- 
journed for  three  days,  f 

♦  GUpin,  1019,  1020;  EUict,  271,  272.  f  Gilpin,  102S,  1024 ;  Elliot,  21Z. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  ADJUSTMENT  OF  BEFBESENTATION. 

Fbom  the  Third  to  the  Twentt-Thikd  of  July  1787. 

On  the  monmig  of  the  third  of  July  the  grand  committee 
accepted  as  a  basis  for  a  compromise  *  the  proposal  of  Frank- 
liii,f  that  in  the  first  branch  of  the  first  congress  there  should 
be  one  member  for  every  forty  thousand  inhabitants,  coxmting 
all  the  free  and  three  fifths  of  the  rest ;  that  in  the  second 
branch  each  state  should  have  an  equal  vote ;  and  that,  in  re- 
turn for  this  concession  to  the  small  states,  the  first  branch 
should  be  invested  with  the  sole  power  of  originating  taxes  and 
appropriations.  The  settlement  of  the  rule  of  representation 
for  new  states  was  considered,  but  was  left  to  the  convention. 

"  The  committee  have  exceeded  their  powers,"  $  cried  "Wil- 
son, when  Gerry,  on  the  fifth,  delivered  the  report  to  the  con- 
vention. Madison  encouraged  the  large  states  to  oppose  it 
steadfastly.  Butler  denounced  the  plan  as  unjust.*  Gouver^ 
neur  Morris,  delighting  to  startle  by  his  cynicism,  condemned 
alike  its  form  and  substance,  I  adding :  ^'  State  attachments 
and  state  importance  have  been  the  bane  of  the  country.  We 
cannot  annihilate  the  serpents,  but  we  may  perhaps  take  out 
their  teeth>  Suppose  the  larger  states  agree,  the  smaller 
states  must  come  in.  Jersey  would  follow  the  opinions  of  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania.  If  persuasion  does  not  unite  the  small 
states  with  the  others,  the  sword  will.    The  strongest  party 

♦  Yates  in  ElUot,  L,  478.  •  Gilpin,  1028 ;  Elliot,  275. 
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will  make  the  weaker  traitors,  and  hang  them.  The  lai^ 
states  are  the  most  powerful ;  they  must  decide."  *  EUsworth 
enforced  the  necessity  of  compromise,  and  saw  none  more  con- 
venient or  reasonable  than  that  proposed  by  the  committee,  f 

"  "We  are  neither  the  same  nation,  nor  different  nations," 
said  Gerry ;  "we  therefore  ought  not  to  pursue  the  one  or  the 
other  of  tiiese  ideas  too  closely.  Without  a  compromise  a  se- 
cession will  take  place,  and  the  result  no  man  can  foresee." 
"There  must  be  some  accommodation  on  this  point,"  said 
Mason,  "  or  we  shall  make  little  further  progress  in  the  work. 
It  cannot  be  more  inconvenient  to  any  gentleman  to  remain 
absent  from  his  private  affairs  than  it  is  for  me;  but  I  willbmy 
my  bones  in  this  city  rather  than  expose  my  country  to  the 
consequences  of  a  dissolution  of  the  convention  without  any- 
thing being  done."  J 

A  throng  of  questions  on  representation  thrust  themselves 

|into  the  foreground.    Gouvemeur  Morris  objected  to  the  rule 

I  of  numbers  alone  in  the  distribution  of  representatives.    "  Not 

/liberty,"  said  he;  "property  is  the  main  object  of  society. 

The  savage  state  is  more  favorable  to  liberty  than  the  civilized, 

I  and  was  only  renounced  for  the  sake  of  property.    A  range  of 

I  new  states  will  soon  be  formed  in  the  West    Tbe  rule  of  rep- 

;  resentation  ought  to  be  so  fixed  as  to  secure  to  the  Atlantic 

states  a  prevalence  in  the  national  councils."    Eutledge  re- 

1  peated :  "  Property  is  certainly  the  principal  object  of  society. 

If  numbers  should  be  the  rule  of  representation,  the  Atlantic 

■  states  will  soon  be  subjected  to  the  western."    "If  new  states," 

:  said  Mason  and  Bandolph,  ."make  a  part  of  the  union,  they 

'  ought  to  be  subject  to  no  unfavorable  discriminations."  ^ 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixth,  Gouvemeur  Morris  moved  to 
refer  the  ratio  of  representation  in  the  popular  branch  to  a 
conmiittee  of  five.  |  Wilson,  who  still  strove  to  defeat  the 
compromise  between  the  federal  and  the  national  states,  sec- 
onded the  motion.  In  the  distribution  of  representatives, 
Gorham  thought  the  number  of  inhabitants  the  true  guide. 
"  Property," said  King,  "is  the  primary  object  of  society,  and, 

♦  Patcraon  MSS.  «  Gilpin,  1084,  1035 ;  Elliot,  278,  279. 
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in  fixing  a  ratio,  onght  not  to  be  excluded  from  the  estimate."  * 
"  Property,"  said  Butler,  "  is  the  only  just  measure  of  repre-  \ 
sentation."t  To  Charles  Pinckney  the  number  of  inhabitants 
appeared  the  true  and  only  practicable  rule,  J  and  he  acquiesced 
in  counting  but  three  fifths  of  the  slaves.  The  motion  of  Morris 
was  carried  by  New  England,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  four  south- 
ernmost slaveholding  states.  Gouvemeur  Morris,  Gorham, 
Bandolph,  Butledge,  and  King,  were  chosen  the  committee. 

On  the  seventh  the  clause  allowing  each  state  an  equal 
vote  in  the  senate  was  retained  as  part  of  the  report  by  six 
states  against  three.  New  York  being  present  and  voting  with 
the  majority,  Massachusetts  and  Georgia  being  divided. 

The  number  and  distribution  of  the  members  of  the  first 
branch  of  the  legislature  in  the  first  congress,  the  rule  for 
every  future  congress,  the  balance  of  legislative  power  between 
the  South  and  the  North ;  between  the  carrying  states  which 
asked  for  a  retaliatory  navigation  act  and  the  planting  states 
which  desired  free  freight  and  free  trade ;  between  the  origi- 
nal states  and  new  ones ;  the  apportionment  of  representation 
according  to  numbers  or  wealth,  or  a  combination  of  the  two ; 
the  counting  of  all,  or  three  fifths,  or  none,  of  the  slaves ;  the 
equal  suffrage  in  the  senate — ^became  the  subjects  of  motions 
and  counter-motions,  postponements  and  recalls.  To  unravel 
the  tangled  skein  it  is  necessary  to  trace  each  subject  for  itself 
to  its  preliminary  settlement 

On  the  ninth  Gouvemeur  Morris  presented  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  five.  It  changed  the  distribution  of  repre- 
sentation in  the  first  congress  to  the  advantage  of  the  South ; 
for  the  future,  no  one  opposing  except  Kandolph,  it  author- 
ized, but  purposely  refrained  from  enjoining,  the  legislature, 
from  time  to  time,  to  regulate  the  number  of  representatives 
of  each  state  by  its  wealth  and  the  number  of  its  inhabitants.  ^ 

"The  report,**  said  Sherman,  "corresponds  neither  with 
any  rule  of  numbers,  nor  any  requisition  by  congress ;  *'  |  and 
on  his  motion  its  first  paragraph  was  ref  eired  to  a  committee 
of  one  member  from  each  state.^    Gouvemeur  Morris  sec- 

♦  Gilpin,  1087;  Elliot,  280.  •Gilpin,  1061,  1052;  Elliot,  287,  288. 

f  Gilpin,  1088;  Elliot,  281.  |  Gilpin,  1062;  ElUot,  288. 

t  Gilpin,  1089 ;  Elliot,  281.  ^  Elliot,  L,  197. 


TOL.  Tl. — 17 


Digitized  by 


Google 


258  THE  FEDERAL  CONVENTION.         b. in.; oh. it. 

onded  and  Randolph  approved  the  motion.*  Patereon  could 
regard  n^ro  slaves  in  no  %ht  bnt  as  property;  to  grant  their 
masters  an  increase  of  representation  for  them  he  condemned 
as  an  indirect  encouragement  of  the  slave-tradcf  Madison 
revived  his  suggestion  of  a  representation  of  free  inhabitants 
in  the  popular  branch ;  of  the  whole  number,  including  slaves, 
in  the  senate;  which,  as  the  special  guardian  of  property, 
would  rightly  be  the  protector  of  property  in  slaves.  J  "The 
southern  states  are  the  richest,"  said  King,  who  yet  should 
have  known  that  they  were  not  so,  or  perhaps  was  thinking 
only  of  the  exports  of  the  country  j  "they  will  not  leagoe 
themselves  with  the  northern  unless  some  respect  is  paid  to 
their  superior  wealth.  The  North  must  not  expect  to  receive 
from  the  connection  preferential  distinctions  in  commerce 
without  allowing  some  advantage  in  return."  * 

The  committee  of  one  from  each  state  on  the  very  next 
morning,  the  tenth  of  July,  produced  their  well-considered  re- 
port. The  conmiittee  of  five  had  fixed  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives at  fifty-six;  or  thirty  from  the  North,  twenty-six 
from  the  South ;  and  Maryland  and  Virginia  had  each  given 
up  one  member  to  South  Carolina,  raising  her  number  to  five.| 

In  the  confederacy  each  state  might  send  to  congress  as 
many  as  seven  delegates,  so  that  the  whole  number  in  congress 
might  be  ninety-one.  This  number  was  adopted  for  the  new 
constitutioh :  as  there  were  to  be  two  branches  of  the  legisla- 
ture, two  members  for  each  state  were  assigned  to  the  branch 
representing  the  states,  the  remaining  sixty-five  were  assigned 
to  the  popular  branch.  Thirty-five  were  parcelled  out  to  the 
North,  to  the  South  thirty.  Of  the  new  members  for  the 
South,  two  were  allotted  to  Maryland,  one  to  Virginia,  and 
one  to  Georgia.  In  this  way  Connecticut,  North  Carolina, 
and  South  Carolina,  having  each  five  votes  in  the  popular 
branch,  retained  in  the  house  exactly  one  thirteenth  of  all  the 
votes  in  that  body,  and  so  would  hold  in  each  branch  exactly 
the  same  relative  power  as  in  the  confederacy.  The  first  cen- 
sus established  the  justice  of  this  relative  distribution  between 

♦  Gilpin,  1054 ;  Elliot,  288,  289.  X  Gilpin,  1066  ;  KUiot,  289,  290. 
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the  North  and  the  South ;  though,  within  the  South,  Geoi^ 
and  South  Carolina  had  each  at  least  one  more  than  its  share. 

The  final  division  was  approved  by  all  except  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia ;  and  these  two  favored  states  now  opened  a 
resolute  but  not  stormy  debate  to  gain  still  more  legislative 
strength.  To  this  end  Rutledge  moved  to  reduce  the  absent 
state  of  New  Hampshire  from  three  to  two  members,  pleading 
its  deficiency  in  population  and  its  poverty.* 

King,  after  demonstrating  the  rights  of  New  Hampshire, 
proceeded :  "  The  difference  of  interests  lies  not  between  the 
great  and  small  states,  but  between  the  southern  and  eastern. 
For  this  reason  I  have  been  ready  to  yield  something  in  the 
proportion  of  representatives  for  the  security  of  the  southern. 
I  am  not  averse  to  yielding  more,  but  do  not  see  how  it  can  be 
done.  They  are  brought  as  near  an  equality  as  is  possible ;  no 
principle  will  justify  giving  them  a  majority."  f  Cotesworth 
Pinckney  replied :  "  If  the  southern  states  are  to  be  in  such  a 
minority,  and  the  regulation  of  trade  is  to  be  given  to  the  gen- 
eral government,  they  will  be  nothing  more  than  overseers  for 
the  northern  states.  I  do  not  expect  the  southern  states  to  be 
raised  to  a  majority  of  the  representatives ;  but  I  wish  them 
to  have  something  like  an  equality."  Bandolph,  speaking  the 
opinions  of  Bichard  Uenry  Lee  and  of  Mason  as  well  as  his 
own,  announced  that  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to  require 
more  than  a  bare  majority  of  votes  for  laws  regulating  trade. 

For  reducing  New  Hampshire  none  voted  but  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia.  $  There  followed  successive  motions  to  give 
one  additional  vote  to  each  of  the  three  southernmost  states. 
They  were  all  lost ;  Georgia  alone  obtaining  the  voice  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

On  that  day  Eobert  Yates  and  John  Lansing  of  New 
York  were  on  the  floor  for  the  last  time.  The  governor  of 
their  state  had  unreservedly  declared  that  no  good  was  to  be 
expected  from  the  deliberations  at  Philadelphia ;  that  the  con- 
federation on  more  full  experiment  might  be  found  to  answer 
all  the  purposes  of  the  union.^  The  state  which  had  borne 
itself  with  unselfish  magnanimity  through  the  war  of  the  revo- 

♦  Gilpin,  1057;  Elliot,  290.  J  Gilpin,  1059;  Elliot,  291 ;  Elliot,  i.,  19S. 
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Intion  had  fallen  under  the  sway  of  factions  selfishness.  Yield- 
ing to  this  influence,  Yates  and  Lansing,  renouncing  the  path 
to  gloiy  and  the  voice  of  duty,  deserted  their  post,  leaving  to 
the  South  the  power  to  moidd  the  commercial  policy  of  the 
union  at  its  will.  Hamilton,  being  left  alone,  had  no  vote,  and 
from  this  day  to  the  end  was  absent  more  than  half  the  time, 
taking  very  Uttle  part  in  the  formation  of  the  constitution. 

In  the  convention,  from  its  organization  to  its  dissolutioD, 
there  was  always  a  majority  of  at  least  one  on  the  side  of  the 
southern  states.  After  the  defection  of  New  York  the  propor- 
tion^ remained  six  to  four  till  New  Hampshire  arrived. 
^  ^  Slavery  in  the  United  States  was  a  transient  form,  not  an 
original  element  of  their  colonization,  nor  its  necessaiy  oa^ 
growth.  In  the  division  between  northern  and  southern  states 
the  criterion  was,  whether  a  state  retained  the  power  and  the 
will  by  its  own  inward  energy  to  extricate  itself  from  slavery. 
Seven  had  abolished,  or  were  preparing  to  abolish  it  Madison  * 
and  others  counted  the  southern  states  as  no  more  than  five; 
but  Delaware,  like  all  south  of  it,  gave  signs  of  being  not  equal 
to  the  high  endeavor  of  setting  all  its  bondmen  free ;  and  its 
votes  in  the  convention  prove  that  it  was  rightly  classed  by 
Dayton  f  with  the  South.  The  boundary  between  the  two 
sections  was  Mason  and  Dixon's  line.  Pennsylvania,  purely 
popular,  without  family  aristocracies  or  the  ascendency  of  any 
one  form  of  religion,  first  in  agriculture  and  conmierce,  and 
not  surpassed  in  ship-building,  stood  midway  between  six 
northern  states  and  six  southern  ones,  the  stronghold  of  an  undi- 
vided, inseparable  federal  republic. 

The  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  North,  which  was  aided  by 
the  long  British  occupation  of  Boston,  Bhode  Island,  and  New 
York,  had  not  been  accomplished  without  a  quickening  of  con- 
science on  the  wrongfulness  of  hereditary  bondage  and  its  incon- 
sistency with  the  first  principles  of  American  polity.  By  the 
act  of  Pennsylvania  of  1780  for  the  gradual  abolition  of 
slavery,  persons  merely  sojourning  in  the  state  were  permitted 
to  retain  their  slaves  for  a  term  of  six  months ;  delegates  in 
congress  from  other  states,  foreign  ministers  and  consuls,  as 
long  as  they  continued  in  their  public  characters.    The  right  of 

♦  Gilpin,  1104 ;  EUiot,  819.  f  Gilpin,  105S ;  ElUot,  291. 
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the  masters  of  absconding  slaves  to  take  them  away  remained  as 
before.  Bnt  the  recovery  of  a  slave  through  the  interposition 
of  the  courts  was  resisted  with  zeal  by  self-appointed  agents ;  * 
and  the  southern  master  sometimes  had  no  relief  but  to  seize  the 
runaway  and  bring  him  back  to  bondage  by  force. 

Abolition  and  manumission  societies  were  formed  in  various  \ 
parts  of  the  North.    Of  one  of  these  Hamilton  was  the  secre- 
tary,  with  Jay,  Duane,  and  Bobert  E.  Livingston  for  associates. ; 
Just  at  this  time  Franklin  was  elected  president  of  the  society 
in  Pennsylvania.    The  newspapers  of  all  parties  at  the  Nordi  ' 
teemed  with  essays  against  slavery.    The  opposition  to  it  pre- 
vailed in  nearly  sJl  religious  and  political  sects,  but  flamed  the 
brightest  among  those  of  extreme  democratic  tendencies. 

In  1783  deputies  from  the  yearly  meeting  of  the  Quakers 
were  admitted  to  the  floor  f  of  congress,  and  delivered  their 
address,  entreating  that  body  to  use  its  influence  for  the  gen- 
eral abolition  of  the  slave-trade,  and  in  several  later  years  the 
meeting  renewed  the  petition.  J  The  Presbyterian  synod 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  in  the  same  week  as  the  federal  con- 
vention resolved  ^^  to  procure  eventually  the  final  abolition  of 
slavery  in  America."  *  The  Pennsylvania  Abolition  Sociely 
adopted  a  memorial  to  the  convention  to  suppress  the  slave- 
trade,  I  though,  from  motives  of  prudence,  it  was  not  pre- 
sented. 

This  conspicuous  action  at  the  North  on  the  slave-trade  and ' 
slaveiy  might  have  baffled  every  hope  of  a  consolidated  union 
but  for  the  wide  distinction  between  those  states  that  were  least 
remote  from  the  West  Indies  and  those  that  lay  nearer  the 
North ;  between  the  states  which  planted  indigo  and  rice  and 
those  which  cultivated  by  slave  labor  maize  and  wheat  and 
tobacco ;  between  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  which  had  ever 
been  well  affected  to  the  slave-trade,  and  the  great  slave-hold- 

♦  Dallas,  I,  179,  ISO ;  ii.,  224.  f  Journals  of  Congress,  !▼.,  289. 

X  Address  presented  8  October  1783,  MS.,  at  State  Dept,  Vol.  of  Remon- 
strances and  Addresses,  839  ;  Letter  to  R.  H.  Lee,  President,  21  January  1785  ; 
Ibid.,  847.  See  the  MS.  Records  of  the  Friends,  20  October  1786,  and  October 
1789. 

•  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  Synod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  a.  d. 
1787. 

I  Penn.  Packet  of  14  rcbrua.-y  17CS ;  Independent  Gazetteer  of  7  March  1788. 
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ing  state  to  the  north  of  them  which  had  wrestled  with  England 
for  its  abolition. 

j(      In  the  three  northernmost  of  the  southern  states  slavery 
'maintained  itself,  not  as  an  element  of  prosperity,  but  as  a  bale- 
t  f  ul  inheritance.    The  best  of  the  statesmen  of  Virginia,  without 
/   regard  to  other  questions  which  divided  them,  de^red  its  aboK- 
tion — alike  Washington,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Jefferson,  Ran- 
dolph, Madison,  and  Grayson.     George  Mason  had  written  to 
the  legislature  of  Virginia  against  it  with  the  most  terrible  in- 
vectives and  gloomiest  forebodings. 

This  comparative  serenity  of  judgment  in  Virginia  was 
shared,  though  not  completely,  by  North  Carolina,  of  whose 
population  three  parts  out  of  four  were  free,  and  whose  upland 
country  attracted  emigrants  by  its  fertility,  salubrity,  and  beauty. 

The  difference  between  the  two  classes  of  slave  states  was 
understood  by  themselves,  and  was  a  guarantee  that  questions 
on  slavery  would  neither  inflame  nor  unite  them.  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina  held  the  balance  of  power,  and  knew  how 
to  steer  clear  of  a  fatal  coUison. 

The  preliminary  distribution  of  representatives  having  been 
agreed  upon,  Gt)uvemeur  Morris  on  the  ninth  desired  to  leave 
the  control  of  future  changes  to  the  national  legislature.* 
Perceiving  peril  in  confiding  so  vast  a  discretion  to  those  who 
might  be  tempted  to  keep  to  themselves  an  undue  share  of 
legislative  power,  Randolph,  following  the  precedent  of  1781,  on 
the  tenth  insisted  on  an  absolute  constitutional  requirement  of 
a  census  of  population  and  an  estimate  of  wealth,  to  be  taken 
within  one  year  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  legislature,  and 
ever  thereafter  periodically ;  and  that  the  representation  should 
be  arranged  accordingly.! 

Gouvemeur  Morris,  supported  by  King  and  others,  resisted 
tUs  "  fettering  of  the  legislature,"  by  which  a  preponderance 
might  be  thrown  into  the  western  scale.  In  various  debates  it 
was  urged  by  Morris  and  King  and  others  that  the  western 
people  would  in  time  outnumber  those  of  the  Atlantic  states, 
while  they  would  be  less  wealthy,  less  cultivated,  less  favorable 
to  foreign  commerce,  and  less  willing  to  bide  the  right  moment 
for  acquiring  the  free  navigation  of  the  lower  Missii^ppi; 

•  Gilpin,  1052 ;  EUiot,  288.  t  Gilpin.  1068  ;  Elliot,  298. 
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that  the  busy  hannts  of  men  are  the  proper  school  for  states- 
men; that  the  members  from  the  back  conntry  are  always 
most  averse  to  the  best  measures ;  that,  if  the  western  people 
should  get  the  power  into  their  hands,  thej  would  ruin  ihet 
Atlantic  interests ;  and  therefore  that,  in  eveiy  future  legisla- 
ture, the  original  states  should  keep  the  majority  in  their  own 
hands.* 

To  this  Mason  replied :  ^^  A  revision  from  time  to  time, 
according  to  some  permanent  and  precise  standard,  is  essential 
to  fair  representation.  According  to  the  present  population  of 
America,  the  northern  part  of  it  has  a  right  to  preponderate ; 
and  I  cannot  deny  it.  But,  unless  there  shall  be  inserted  in 
the  constitution  some  principle  which  will  do  justice  to  the 
southern  states  hereafter,  when  they  shall  have  three  fourths 
of  the  people  of  America  within  their  limits,  I  can  neither 
vote  for  the  system  here  nor  support  it  in  my  state.  The 
western  states  as  they  arise  must  be  treated  as  equals,  or  they 
will  speedily  revolt  The  number  of  inhabitants  is  a  suffi- 
ciently precise  standard  of  wealth."  f 

"  Congress,"  said  Eandolph,  "  have  pledged  the  public 
faith  to  the  new  states  that  they  shall  be  admitted  on  equal 
terms.  They  never  will,  they  never  ought  to  accede  on  any 
other."  ^  Madison  demonstrated  that  no  distinctions  unfavor- 
able to  the  western  states  were  admissible,  either  in  point  of 
justice  or  policy.** 

By  a  vote  of  seven  to  three  the  first  legislature  under  the 
new  constitution  was  required  to  provide  for  a  census ;  |  a 
periodical  census  ever  after  was  then  accepted  without  a  divi- 
sion. Its  period,  first  fixed  at  fifteen  years,  after  repeated  de- 
bates, was  reduced  to  ten> 

Yet  an  ineradicable  dread  of  the  coming  power  of  thei 
South-west  lurked  in  Kew  England,  especially  in  Massachu- 
setts.    On  the  fourteenth,  only  three  days  after  the  subject 
appeared  to  have  been  definitively  disposed  of,  Gerry  and  King 
moved  that  the  representatives  of  new  states  should  never  col- 


♦  Gilpin,  1063,  lOM,  10Y2 ;  ElUot,  294,  298.  «  Gilpin,  1073  ;  EUiot,  299. 

t  Gilpin,  1065,  1066  ;  Elliot,  294,  295.  |  Gilpin,  1078  ;  ElUot,  801. 

}  Gilpin,  1067;  EUiot,  295.  ^  Gilpin,  1086;  Elliot,  805. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


264  THE  FEDERAL  CONVENTION.         B.ra.;oE.i7. 

lectiyelj  exceed  in  nninber  the  representataves  from  snch  of 
the  old  thirteen  states  as  should  accede  to  the  new  confedera- 
tion.* The  motion  came  from  Kew  England ;  and  from  New 
England  came  the  reply.  "  We  are  providing  for  our  posteri- 
ty," said  Sherman,  who  had  taken  the  principal  part  in  secur- 
ing to  Connecticut  a  magnificent  reserve  of  lands  in  northern 
Ohio.  '*  Our  children  and  our  grandchildren  will  be  as  likely 
to  be  citizens  of  new  western  states  as  of  the  old  states."  f  His 
words  were  lost  upon  his  own  colleagues.  The  motion  was 
defeated  by  the  narrowest  majority,  Massachusetts  being  sus- 
tained by  Connecticut,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  against  New 
Jersey  and  the  four  southernmost  states,  Pennsylvania  being 
divided.  J  The  vote  of  Maryland  and  Delaware  was  but  the 
dying  expression  of  old  regrets  about  the  proprietaryship  of 
western  lands,  from  which  they  had  been  excluded ;  that  of 
Massachusetts  sprung  from  a  jealousy  which  grew  stronger 
with  the  ever-increasing  political  power  of  the  South-west. 
But  in  spite  of  renewed  murmurs  the  decision  was  never  re- 
versed. 

The  final  concession  on  the  representation  for  slaves  pro- 
ceeded from  North  Carolina.  On  the  eleventh  of  July,  Wil- 
liamson accepted  for  the  permanent  basis  the  free  inhabit- 
ants and  three  fifths  of  all  others.^  Randolph  agreed  to  the 
amendment.  On  the  instant  Butler  and  Cotesworth  Pinckney 
demanded  that  the  blacks  should  be  counted  equally  with  the 
whites.  I 

New  York,  New  Hampshire,  and  Rhode  Island  not  being 
on  the  floor,  the  southern  states  were  left  with  ample  power 
to  settle  the  question  as  they  pleased.  "  The  motion,"  said 
Mason,  "  is  favorable  to  Virginia,  but  I  think  it  unjust.  As 
slaves  are  useful  to  the  conmiunity  at  large,  they  ought  not  to 
be  excluded  from  the  estimate  for  representation ;  I  cannot, 
however,  vote  for  them  as  equals  to  freemen."  ^  On  the  ques- 
tion, Delaware  alone  joined  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Eutledge  next  insisted  on  proportioning  representation  pe- 
riodically according  to  wealth  as  well  as  population.    This  was 

*  GQpiii,  1095 ;  Elliot,  810.  «  Oilpin,  1066 ;  Elliot,  295. 
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condemned  hj  Mason  as  indefinite  and  impracticable,  leaving 
to  the  legislature  a  pretext  for  doing  nothing.*  Madison  saw 
no  substantial  objection  to  fixing  numbers  for  the  perpetual 
standard  of  representation.t  In  like  manner  Sherman,  John- 
son, Wilson,  and  Gorham  looked  upon  population  as  the  best 
measure  of  wealth ;  and  accepted  the  propriety  of  establishiug 
numbers  as  the  rule. 

King  refused  to  be  reconciled  to  any  concession  of  repre- 
sentation for  slaves,  j:    Gouyemeur  Morris,  always  a  hater  of 
slavery,  closed  the  debate  by  saying :  ^^  1  am  reduced  to  the  di-< 
lemma  of  doing  injustice  to  the  southern  states,  or  to  human  { 
nature,  and  I  must  do  it  to  the  former ;  I  can  never  agree  to  | 
give  such  encouragement  to  the  slave-trade  as  would  be  given 
by  allowing  them  a  representation  for  their  negroes."  * 

On  the  division,  those  who  insisted  on  enumerating  all  the 
slaves  and  those  who  refused  to  enumerate  any  of  them,  as 
elements  of  representation,  partially  coalesced ;  and  Connecti- 
cut, Virginia,  and  North  Carolina,  though  aided  by  Georgia, 
were  outvoted  by  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  and  South  Carolina.  I 

The  aspect  of  affairs  at  the  adjournment  was  not  so  danger- 
ous as  it  seemed.  Virginia  with  a  united  delegation  had  her 
hand  on  the  helm,  while  North  Carolina  kept  watch  at  her 
side. 

But  Gouvemeur  Morris  brooded  over  the  deep  gulf  by 
which  the  convention  seemed  to  him  rent  in  twain;  and 
rashly  undertook  to  build  a  bridge  over  the  chasm.  To  that 
end  he  proposed  the  next  morning  that  taxation  should  be  in 
proportion  to  representation.'^  His  motion  was  general,  ex- 
tending to  every  branch  of  revenue. 

The  convention  was  taken  by  surprise.  South  Carolina 
scorned  to  be  driven  from  her  object  by  the  menace  of  increased 
contributions  to  the  general  treasury ;  and  again  demanded  a 
full  representation  for  all  blacks.  ^  Mason  pointed  out  that 
the  proposal  of  Gouvemeur  Morris  would  so  embarrass  the  legis- 

♦  Gilpin,  1071 ;  Elliot,  297.  ♦  Gilpin,  1078 ;  EUlot,  801. 
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latnre  in  raising  a  revenue  that  they  would  be  driven  back  to 
requisitions  on  the  states.  Appalled  at  discovering  that  his 
motion  was  a  death-blow  to  the  new  coxiystitutiony  Morris  lim- 
ited it  to  direct  taxation,  saying :  '^It  would  be  inapplicable  to 
indirect  taxes  on  exports  and  imports  and  consumption."* 
Cotesworth  Pinckney  took  fire  at  the  idea  of  taxing  exports. 
"Wilson  came  to  the  partial  rescue  of  Morris ;  and  the  conven- 
tion, without  a  dissentient,  agreed  that  ^'  direct  taxation  ought 
to  be  in  proportion  to  representation."  f  In  this  short  interlude, 
by  the  temerity  of  one  man,  the  United  States  were  precluded 
from  deriving  an  equitable  revenue  from  real  property.  Mor- 
ris soon  saw  what  evil  he  had  wrought,  but  he  vainly  strove  to 
retrieve  it. 

The  moderating  states  of  the  South  grew  restless.  ^^  !N[orth 
Carolina,"  said  Davie,  "  will  never  confederate  on  terms  that 
do  not  rate  their  blacks  at  least  as  three  fifths."  X  Johnson, 
holding  the  negro  slave  to  be  a  man,  and  nothing  less  than  a 
man,  could  not  forego  the  conclusion  "  that  blacks  equally  with 
the  whites  ought  to  fall  within  the  computation,"  and  his  votes 
conformed  to  his  scruples.  Contrary  to  the  wishes  of  Gouver- 
neur  Morris  and  King,  Bandolph  insisted  that  the  representa- 
tion allowed  for  slaves  should  be  imbodied  in  the  constitution, 
saying :  "  I  lament  that  such  a  species  of  property  exists ;  but, 
as  it  does  exist,  the  holders  of  it  will  require  this  security."  * 
Ellsworth  seconded  Eandolph,  whose  motion  was  tempered  in 
its  form  by  Wilson,  so  as  to  avoid  the  direct  mention  of  slavery 
or  slave.  "  The  southern  states,"  said  King,  "  threaten  to  separ 
rate  now  in  case  injury  shall  be  done  them.  There  will  be  no 
point  of  time  at  which  they  will  not  be  able  to  say,  *  Do  ns 
justice  or  we  will  separate.' "  The  final  motion  to  make  blacks 
equal  with  whites  in  fixing  the  ratio  of  representation  received 
no  support  but  from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia ;  |  and  the  com- 
promise, proportioning  representation  to  direct  taxation,  and 
both  to  the  number  of  the  free  and  three  fifths  of  others,  was 
established  by  the  southern  states,  even  Georgia  approving,  and 
South  Carolina  relenting  so  far  as  to  divide  its  vote.-*' 

*  Gilpin,  1080;  Elliot,  802.  «  Gilpin,  1083;  Elliot,  804. 
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Bandolph,  on  the  thirteenth,  seized  the  opportunity  to  pro- 
pose nnmbers  as  the  sole  role  of  representation.    Gouyem^nr 
Morris  ^'  stated  the  result  of  his  deep  meditation '' :  ^'  The  south- 
em  gentlemen  will  not  be  satisfied  unless  the  j  see  the  way  open 
to  their  gaining  a  majority  in  the  public  councils.    The  conse-     / 
quence  of  such  a  transfer  of  power  from  the  maritime  to  the    / 
interior  and  landed  interest  will,  I  foresee,  be  an  oppression  to  ' 
conmierce.    In  this  struggle  between  the  two  ends  of  the 
union,  the  middle  states  ought  to  join  their  eastern  brethren. 
If  the  southern  states  get  the  power  into  their  hands  and  be 
joined  as  they  will  be  with  the  interior  country,  everything  is  | 
to  be  apprehended." 

By  the  interior,  Morris  had  specially  in  his  mind  the  rising  I 
states  of  EentucI^  and  Tennessee.  Butler  replied:  ^^The; 
southern  states  want  security  that  their  negroes  may  not  be  j 
taken  from  them,  which  some  gentlemen  witliin  or  without  \ 
doors  have  a  very  good  mind  to  do.  North  Carolina,  South  ; 
Carolina,  and  Georgia  will  have  relatively  many  more  people 
than  they  now  have.  The  people  and  strength  of  America  are 
evidently  bearing  to  the  South  and  South-west."  * 

"  The  majority,"  said  Wilson,  "  wherever  found,  ought  to ' 
govern.  The  interior  country,  should  it  acquire  this  majority, ' 
will  avail  itself  of  its  right  whether  we  will  or  no.  If  num- 
bers be  not  a  proper  rule,  why  is  not  some  better  rule  pointed 
out  ?  Congress  have  never  been  able  to  discover  a  better.  No 
state  has  suggested  any  other.  Property  is  not  the  sole  nor  the 
primary  end  of  government  and  society ;  the  improvement  of 
the  human  mind  is  tlie  most  noble  object.  With  respect  to ' 
this  and  other  personal  rights,  numbers  are  surely  the  natural' 
and  precise  measure  of  representation,  and  could  not  vary  much 
from  the  precise  measure  of  property."  f 

The  apportionment  of  representation  according  to  numbers 
was  adopted  without  a  negative,  Delaware  alone  being  divided.  J 
The  American  declaration  of  independence  proclaimed  all  men 
free  and  equal ;  the  federal  convention  founded  representation 
on  numbers  alone. 

The  equality  of  votes  of  the  states  in  the  senate  being  re- 


•  Gilpin,  1091-1093  ;  Elliot,  808,  a09. 
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ported  to  the  convention  on  the  fourteenth,  was  resisted  bj 
Wilson,  King,  and  Madison  to  the  last  as  contrary  to  justice. 
On  the  other  hand,  Sherman  held  that  the  state  goyemmenta 
could  not  be  preserved  unless  they  should  have  a  negative  in 
the  general  government. 

Caleb  Strong,  a  statesman  of  consummate  prudence,  from 
the  vuUey  of  the  Connecticut,  a  graduate  of  Harvard,  and  a  fit 
representative  of  the  country  people  of  Massachusetts,  lucidly 
reviewed  the  case,  and,  from  the  desire  to  prevent  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  union,  found  himself  compelled  to  vote  for  the  com- 
promise. Madison  replied  in  an  elaborate  speech,  which  closed 
with  these  words :  "  The  perpetuity  which  an  equality  of  votes 
in  the  second  branch  will  give  to  the  preponderance  of  the 
northern  against  the  southern  scale  is  a  serious  consideration. 
It  seems  now  well  understood  that  the  real  difference  of  intei^ 
ests  lies,  not  between  the  large  and  small,  but  between  the 
northern  and  southern  states.  The  institution  of  slavery  and 
its  consequences  form  the  line  of  discrimination.  Should  a 
proportional  representation  take  place,  the  northern  will  still 
outnumber  the  other ;  but  every  day  will  tend  toward  an  equi- 
librium." * 

The  great  poet  of  the  Hellenic  race  relates  how  the  most 
famed  of  its  warriors  was  lured  by  one  of  the  heavenly  powers 
from  the  battie-fiield  to  chase  a  phantom.  Had  the  South 
joined  with  the  smaller  states  to  establish  the  suffrage  by  states 
in  both  branches  of  the  general  legislature,  it  would,  in  less 
than  ten  years,!  have  arrived  at  an  equality,  alike  in  the  house 
and  in  the  senate.  But  it  believed  that  swarms  of  emigrants 
were  about  to  throng  every  path  to  the  South-west,  bearing 
with  them  affluence  and  power.  It  did  not  yet  know  the 
dynamic  energy  of  freedom  in  producing  wealth,  and  attract- 
ing and  employing  and  retaining  population.  The  equality  of 
the  vote  in  the  senate,  which  Virginia  and  South  Carolina 
vehemently  resisted,  was  to  gain  and  preserve  for  the  slave- 
holding  states  a  balance  in  one  branch  of  the  legislature ;  in 
the  other,  where  representation  was  apportioned  to  population, 
the  superiority  of  the  free  commonwealths  would  increase  from 
decade  to  de<^e  till  slavery  in  the  United  States  should  be  no 

*  Gilpin,  1104 ;  Elliot,  815.  f  In  1796,  on  the  admission  of  Tennessee. 
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more.  Shrmldng  from  the  final  vote  on  the  question,  the 
house  adjourned. 

On  Monday,  the  sixteentii,  as  soon  as  the  convention  assem- 
bled, the  question  was  taken  on  the  amended  report  which 
included  an  equality  of  votes  in  flie  senate.*  The  six  south- 
em  states  were  present,  and  only  four  of  the  northern.  Four 
of  the  six  states  which  demanded  a  proportioned  representa- 
tion stubbornly  refused  to  yield.  It  was  of  decisive  influence 
on  the  history  of  the  country  that  Strong  and  Gterry,  balanc- 
ing tlie  inflexible  King  and  Gk)rham,  pledged  Massachusetts 
at  least  to  neutrality.  On  the  other  side,  Connecticut,  New 
Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Maryland  spumed  the  thought  of  sur- 
render. The  decision  was  given  by  North  Carolina,  which 
broke  from  her  great  associates  and  gave  a  majority  of  one  to 
the  smaller  states.  More  than  ten  years  before,  Jefferson  had 
most  earnestly  proposed  this  compromise,  seeking  to  proselyte 
John  Adams,  to  whom  he  wrote :  "  The  good  whigs  will  so 
far  cede  their  opinions  for  the  sake  of  union.''  f  H©  heard 
with  great  joy  that  his  prophecy  had  come  to  pass.  J 

The  large  states  accepted  the  decision  as  finaL  When,  on 
the  seventeenth,  Gouvemeur  Morris  proposed  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  resolution  of  the  former  day,  no  one  would  second 
his  motion.  "^ 

On  the  twenty-third  the  number  of  senators  for  each  state 
was  fixed  at  two,  and  each  of  these,  as  had  been  proposed  by 
Gerry  and  supported  by  Sherman,  was  personally  to  have  one 
vote.* 

From  the  day  when  every  doubt  of  the  right  of  the  smaller 
states  to  an  equal  vote  in  £he  senate  was  quieted,  they — so  I 
received  it  from  the  lips  of  Madison,  and  so  it  appears  from  the 
records — exceeded  all  others  in  zeal  for  granting  powers  to  the 
general  government  Ellsworth  became  one  of  its  strongest 
pillars.  Paterson  of  New  Jersey  was  for  the  rest  of  his  life 
a  federalist  of  federalists. 

•  GUpin,  1107-1109;  ElUot,  316,  317. 

f  Works  of  John  Adams,  iz.,  465-467.  t  JcfferaoD,  ii.,  829. 
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CHAPTER  Y. 

thb  outlinb  of  the  constitution  completed  and  eeferbed. 

Feom  the  17th  to  the  27th  op  July  1787. 

The  distribution  of  powers  between  the  general  govern- 
ment and  the  states  was  the  most  delicate  and  most  di£Seult  task 
before  the  convention.  Startled  by  the  vagaeness  of  language 
in  the  Virginia  resolve,  Sherman  on  the  seventeenth  of  July 
proposed  the  grant  of  powers  ^^  to  make  laws  in  all  cases  which 
may  concern  the  common  interests  of  the  union,  but  not  to  in- 
terfere with  the  government  of  the  individual  states  in  any 
matters  of  internal  police  which  respect  the  govemmeut  of 
such  states  only,  and  wherein  the  general  welfare  of  the  United 
States  is  not  concerned."  *  Wilson  seconded  the  amendment, 
as  better  expressing  the  general  principle.  But,  on  soannmg 
its  probable  interpretation  by  the  separate  states,  the  objection 
prevailed  that  it  would  be  construed  to  withhold  from  the  gen- 
eral government  the  authority  to  levy  direct  taxes  and  the 
authority  to  suppress  the  paper  money  of  the  states. 

Bedford  moved  to  empower  the  national  legislature  "  to 
legislate  for  the  general  interests  of  the  union,  for  cases  to 
which  the  states  are  severally  incompetent,  or  in  which  the 
harmony  of  the  United  States  might  be  interrupted  by  the 
exercise  of  individual  legislation."  f  This  Gouvemeur  Morris 
gladly  seconded ;  and,  though  Randolph  resisted,  the  current 
ran  with  such  increafiing  vehemence  for  union  that  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted  at  first  by  six  states,  and  then  by  every  state 
but  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

As  to  giving  power  to  the  national  legislature  "to  negative 

•  Gilpin,  1116;  ElUot,  8 1 9,  320.  f  G»lp»o,  1116;  Elliot,  820. 
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laws  passed  by  the  several  states,"  Gouyemenr  Morris,  opposing 
it  as  terrible  to  the  states,*  looked  where  Je&rson  invited 
Madison  to  look — ^to  the  judiciary  department  to  set  aside  a 
law  that  onght  to  be  negatiyed.f  Sherman  insisted  that  state 
laws,  contravening  the  authority  of  the  union,  j:  were  invalid 
and  inoperative  from  the  beginning.  Madison  put  forth  all 
his  strength  to  show  that  a  power  of  negativing  the  improper 
laws  of  the  states  is  the  most  mild  and  certain  means  of  pre- 
serving the  harmony  of  the  systeuL  He  was  supported  by 
Massachusetts,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina.* 

From  the  New  Jersey  plan  it  was  taken,  without  one  dis- 
sentient, that  the  laws  and  treaties  of  the  United  States  should 
be  the  supreme  law  of  the  states,  and  bind  their  judiciaries, 
anything  in  their  laws  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  |  That 
aU  power  not  granted  to  the  general  government  remained 
with  the  states  was  the  opinion  of  every  member  of  the  con- 
vention ;  but  they  held  it  a  work  of  supererogation  to  place  in 
the  constitution  an  express  recognition  of  the  reservation. 
Thus  in  one  haU  of  a  morning  the  convention  began  and  ended 
its  distribution  of  power  between  the  states  and  the  union. 
The  further  development  of  the  central  government  brought 
to  it  a  wider  scope  of  action  and  new  ascendency  over  the 
states. 

The  construction  of  the  executive  department  was  fraught 
with  bewildering  diflSculties,  of  which  a  new  set  rose  up  as 
fast  as  the  old  ones  were  overcome.  The  convention,  though 
it  devoted  many  days  in  July  to  the  subject,  did  but  acquiesce 
for  the  moment  in  the  Virginia  resolve,  with  which  its  delib- 
erations had  yet  made  it  thoroughly  discontented. 

Mason  and  the  Pinckneys  would  have  required  a  qualifi^ 
cation  of  landed  property  for  the  executive,  judiciary,  and 
members  of  the  national  legislature.-^  Gerry  approved  secur- 
ing property  by  property  provisions.  "If  qualifications  are 
proper,"  said  Gouvemeur  Morris,  "  I  should  prefer  them  in 
the  electors  rather  than  the  elected ; "  ^  and  Madison  agreed  ^ 

♦  Gilpin,  1117  ;  Elliot,  321.  |  Gilpin,  1119  ;  Elliot,  822. 
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with  him.  "I,"  said  Dickinson,  "doubt  the  policy  of  inter- 
weaving into  a  republican  constitution  a  veneration  for  wealth 
A  veneration  for  poverty  and  virtue  is  the  object  of  republican 
encouragement.  No  man  of  merit  should  be  subjected  to  dis- 
abilities in  a  republic  where  merit  is  understood  to  form  the 
great  title  to  public  trust,  honors,  and  rewards."  *  The  sub- 
ject came  repeatedly  before  the  convention;  but  it  never 
consented  to  require  a  property  qualification  for  any  office  in 
the  general  government.  In  this  way  no  obstruction  to  uni- 
versal suffrage  was  allowed  to  conquer  a  foothold  in  the  con- 
stitution, but  its  builders  left  the  enlargement  of  suffrage  to 
time  and  future  lawgivers.  They  disturbed  no  more  than  was 
needed  for  the  success  of  their  work.  They  were  not  rest- 
less in  zeal  for  one  abstract  rule  of  theoretical  equality  to  be 
introduced  instantly  and  everywhere.  They  were  like  the 
mariner  in  mid-ocean,  on  the  rolling  and  tossing  deck  of  a 
ship,  who  learns  how  to  keep  his  true  course  by  watching 
the  horizon  as  well  as  the  sun.  In  leading  a  people  across 
the  river  that  divided  their  old  condition  from  the  new, 
the  makers  of  the  new  form  of  government  anchored  the 
supporting  boats  of  their  bridge  up  stream.  The  qualifica- 
tions of  the  electors  it  left  to  be  decided  by  the  states,  each 
for  itself. 

All  agreed  "that  a  supreme  tribunal  should  be  estab- 
lished," t  and  that  the  national  legislature  should  be  empow- 
ered to  create  inferior  tribunals.  J  By  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, on  the  eighteenth,  the  judges  were  to  be  appointed  by 
the  senate.  Gorham,  supported  by  Gouvemeur  Morris,  pro- 
posed their  appointment  "  by  the  executive  with  the  consent 
of  the  second  branch " ;  a  mode,  he  said,  which  had  been 
ratified  by  the  experience  of  a  hundred  and  forty  years  in 
Massachusetts.*  The  proposal  was  gradually  gaining  favor; 
but  for  the  moment  failed  by  an  equal  division. 

The  trial  of  impeachments  of  national  officers  was  taken 
from  the  supreme  court ;  and  then,  in  the  words  of  Madison, 
its  jurisdiction  was  unanimously  made  to  "  extend  to  all  cases 
arising  under  the  national  laws,  or  involving  the  national  peace 

♦  Gilpin,  1218-1215 ;  Elliot,  371,  872.  J  Gilpin,  1187 ;  Elliot,  881. 
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and  harmony."  *  Controversies  which  began  and  ended  in  the 
several  states  were  not  to  be  removed  from  the  courts  of  the 
states. 

The  convention  had  still  to  decide  how  the  new  consti- 
tution should  be  ratified.  "  Bj  the  legislatures  of  the  states,^ 
proposed  Ellsworth,  on  the  twenty-third,  and  he  was  seconded 
by  Paterson.  "  The  legislatures  of  the  states  have  no  power  to 
ratify  it,'*  said  Mason.  "  And,  if  they  had,  it  would  be  wrong 
to  refer  the  plan  to  them,  because  succeeding  legislatures,  hav- 
ing equal  authority,  could  undo  the  acts  of  their  predecessors, 
and  the  national  government  would  stand  in  each  state  on  the 
tottering  foundation  of  an  act  of  assembly.  Whither,  then, 
must  we  resort!  To  the  people,  with  whom  aQ  power  re- 
mains that  has  not  been  given  up  in  the  constitutions  derived 
from  them." 

"One  idea,"  said  Eandolph,  "has  pervaded  all  our  pro- 
ceedings, that  opposition,  as  well  from  the  states  as  from  in- 
dividuals, will  be  made  to  the  system  to  be  proposed.  Will 
it  not,  then,  be  highly  imprudent  to  furnish  any  unnecessary 
pretext  by  the  mode  of  ratifying  it  ?  The  consideration  of  this 
subject  should  be  transferred  from  the  legislatures,  where  local 
demagogues  have  their  full  influence,  to  a  field  in  which  their 
efforts  can  be  less  mischievous.  Moreover,  some  of  the  states 
are  averse  to  any  change  in  their  constitution,  and  will  not 
take  the  requisite  steps  unless  expressly  called  upon  to  refer 
the  question  to  the  people."  f 

"The  confederation,"  said  Gterry,  "is  paramount  to  the 
state  constitutions;  and  its  last  article  authorizes  alterations 
only  by  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  states."  "  Are  all 
the  states,"  replied  his  colleague  Gorham,  "to  suffer  them- 
selves to  be  ruined,  if  Rhode  Island,  if  New  York,  should 
persist  in  opposition  to  general  measures?  Provision  ought 
to  be  made  for  giving  effect  to  the  system,  without  waiting 
for  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  states." :{: 

"  A  new  set  of  ideas,"  said  Ellsworth, "  seems  to  have  crept 
in  since  the  articles  of  confederation  were  established.  Con- 
ventions of  the  people,  with  power  derived  expressly  from 

»  GUpin,  1188;  Elliot,  832,  and  I,  210.  X  Gilpin,  1180;  EUiot,  854. 
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the  people,  were  not  then  thought  of."*  "A  reference  to 
the  authority  of  the  people  expressly  delegated  to  conven- 
tions," insisted  King,  "  is  most  likely  to  draw  forth  the  best 
men  in  the  states  to  decide  on  the  new  constitution,  and  to 
obviate  disputes  and  doubts  concerning  its  legitimacy."  f 

Madison  spoke  with  intense  earnestness.  '^  The  difference 
between  a  system  founded  on  the  legislatures  only  and  one 
founded  on  the  people  is  the  difference  between  a  treaty  and 
a  constitution.  A  law  violating  a  treaty  ratified  by  a  pre- 
existing law  might  be  respected  by  the  judges;  a  law  vio- 
lating a  constitution  established  by  the  people  themselves  would 
be  considered  by  the  judges  as  null  and  void.  A  breach  of  any 
one  article  of  a  treaty  by  any  one  of  the  parties  frees  the  other 
parties  from  their  engagements ;  a  union  of  the  people,  under 
one  constitution,  by  its  nature  excludes  such  an  interpreta- 
tion." $ 

After  a  full  debate,  the  convention,  by  nine  states  against 
Delaware,  referred  the  ratification  of  the  new  constitution  to 
an  assembly  in  each  state  to  be  chosen  specially  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  people.^ 

In  the  following  three  days  the  resolutions  of  the  federal 
convention  for  the  establishment  of  a  national  government, 
consisting  of  twenty-three  in  number,  were  finished  and  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  detail,  five  in  number,  who  were  or- 
dered to  prepare  and  report  them  in  the  form  of  a  constitution. 
With  them  were  referred  the  propositions  of  Charles  Pinckney 
and  the  plan  of  New  Jersey. 

The  federal  convention  selected  for  its  committee  of  detail 
three  members  from  the  North  and  two  from  the  South — Gor- 
ham,  Ellsworth,  Wilson,  Eandolph,  and  John  Eutledge,  of 
whom  the  last  was  the  chairman.  By  ancestry  Scotch-Irish, 
in  early  youth  carefully  but  privately  educated,  afterward  a 
student  of  law  in  the  Temple  at  London,  Eutledge  became  the 
foremost  statesman  of  his  time  south  of  Virginia.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-six  he  began  his  national  career  in  the  stamp-act  con- 
gress of  1765,  and  from  that  time  was  employed  by  his  state 
wherever  the  aspect  of  affairs  was  the  gravest.    Patrick  Henry 

♦  Gilpin,  1181 ;  Elliot,  864.  i  Gilpin,  1188,  1184 ;  EUiot,  855,  856. 

t  Gilpin,  1188 ;  Elliot,  855.  «  Gilpin,  1185  ;  EUiot,  856. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1787-       OUTUNE  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION  REFERRED..       275 

pronounced  him  the  most  eloquent  man  in  the  congrees  of 
1774 ;  his  sincerity  gave  force  to  his  words.  In  the  darkest 
hours  he  was  intrepid,  hopeful,  inventiye  of  resources,  and  reso- 
lute, so  that  timidity  and  wavering  disappeared  before  him.  To 
the  day  when  disease  impaired  his  powers  he  was,  in  war  and 
in  peace,  the  pride  of  South  Carolhia.  That  state  could  not 
have  selected  an  abler  representative  of  its  poUcy  on  the  pay- 
ment of  the  members  of  the  national  legislature  from  the 
treasuries  of  the  states,  on  the  slave-trade,  the  taxation  of  ex- 
ports, and  the  requisition  of  more  than  a  bare  majority  of  the 
legislature  to  counteract  European  restrictions  on  navigation. 

Of  his  associates,  Gorham  was  a  merchant  of  Boston,  who 
from  his  own  experience  understood  the  commercial  relations 
of  his  country,  and  knew  where  the  restrictive  laws  of  Eng- 
land, of  France,  and  of  Spain  injured  American  trade  and  ship- 
ping. Ellsworth,  who  had  just  established  harmony  between 
the  small  and  the  larger  states  by  a  wise  and  happy  compromise, 
now  found  himself  the  umpire  between  the  extreme  South  and 
the  North. 

Cotesworth  Pinckney  called  to  mind  that  if  the  committee 
should  fail  to  insert  some  security  to  the  southern  states  against 
an  emancipation  of  slaves,  and  against  taxes  on  exports,  he 
should  be  bound  by  duty  to  his  state  to  vote  against  their  re- 
port.* After  this  the  convention,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  July, 
unanimously  adjourned  till  Monday,  the  sixth  of  August,  that 
the  committee  of  detail  might  have  time  to  prepare  and  report 
the  constitution.t 

The  committee  in  joint  consultation  gave  their  unremitting 
attention  to  every  question  that  came  before  them.  ^  Their 
best  guides  were  the  constitutions  of  the  several  states,  which 
furnished  most  striking  expressions,  and  regulations  approved 
by  long  e3q)erience.  There  is  neither  record  nor  personal  nar- 
rative of  their  proceedings,  though  they  were  invested  with  the 
largest  constructive  powers;  but  the  conduct  of  its  several 
members  may  be  determined  by  light  reflected  from  their  own 
words  and  actions  before  and  after.  Meanwhile  the  interest  and 

•  Gilpin,  1187 ;  Elliot,  857.  t  GHpH  1220;  Elliot,  874,  875. 

X  Wilson  in  GUpin,  1249 ;  Elliot,  885,  and  Rutledge  in  Gilpin,  1284 ;  Elliot, 

403. 
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anxieiy  of  the  country  were  on  the  increafie.  In  May  Grayson 
had  written  to  Monroe :  "  The  weight  of  General  Wafihington 
is  very  great  in  America,  but  I  hardly  think  it  is  sufficient  to 
induce  the  people  to  pay  money  or  part  with  power."  *  "If 
what  the  convention  recommend  should  be  rejected,"  so  wrote 
Monroe  to  Jefferson  the  day  after  the  adjournment,  "they  will 
complete  our  ruin.  But  I  trust  that  the  presence  of  General 
Washington  will  overawe  and  keep  under  the  demon  of  party, 
and  that  the  signature  of  his  name  to  the  result  of  their  de- 
liberations will  secure  its  passage  through  the  union." 

*  Grayson  to  Monroe,  29  May  1787. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1786.  THE  COLONIAL  SYSTEM  OF  AMERICA.  277 


CHAPTER  VI. 

the  colonial  system  of  the  ttntted  states. 

Fbom  Janttaey  1786  to  July  1787. 

Befobe  the  federal  convention  had  referred  its  resolutions 
to  a  committee  of  detail,  an  interlude  in  congress  was  shaping 
the  character  and  destiny  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
Sublime  and  humane  and  eventful  in  the  history  of  mankind 
as  was  the  result,  it  will  take  not  many  words  to  tell  how  it 
was  brought  about.  For  a  time  wisdom  and  peace  and  justice 
dwelt  among  men,  and  the  great  ordinance,  which  could  alone 
give  continuance  to  the  union,  came  in  serenity  and  stillness. 
Every  man  that  had  a  share  in  it  seemed  to  be  led  by  an  invisi- 
ble hand  to  do  just  what  was  wanted  of  him;  all  that  was  wrong- 
fully undertaken  fell  to  the  groimd  to  wither  by  the  wayside ; 
whatever  was  needed  for  the  happy  completion  of  the  mighty 
work  arrived  opportunely,  and  just  at  the  right  moment  moved 
into  its  place. 

By  tiie  order  of  congress  a  treaty  was  to  be  held,  in  Janu- 
ary 1786,  with  the  Shawnees,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great 
IVfiaTTii.  Monroe,  who  had  been  present  as  a  spectator  at  the 
meeting  of  the  United  States  commissioners  with  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  Six  Nations  at  Fort  Stanwix,  in  1784,  desired  to 
attend  tins  meeting  with  a  remoter  tribe.  He  reached  Fort 
Pitt,  and  with  some  of  the  American  party  began  the  descent 
of  the  Ohio ;  but,  from  the  low  state  of  the  water,  he  aban- 
doned the  expedition  at  Limestone,  and  made  his  way  to 
Bichmond  through  Kentucky  and  the  wilderness.  As  the 
result  of  his  inquiries  on  the  journey,  he  took  with  him  to 
congress  the  opinion  that  a  great  part  of  the  western  territory. 
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especially  that  near  Lakes  Michigan  and  Erie,  was  miserablj 
poor ;  that  the  land  on  the  Mississippi  and  the  Illinois  consisted 
of  extensive  plains  which  had  not  a  single  bnsh  on  them,  and 
would  not  have  for  ages ;  that  the  western  settlers,  in  many 
of  the  most  important  objects  of  a  federal  government,  would 
be  either  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  old  states  or  but  lit- 
tle connected  with  them.  He  would  form  the  territory  into 
no  more  than  five  states ;  but  he  adhered  to  the  principle  of 
Jefferson,  that  they  oujght  as  soon  as  possible  to  take  part  in 
governing  themselves,  and  at  an  early  day  share  "the  sover- 
eignty, freedom,  and  independence  "  of  the  other  states. 

In  the  course  of  the  winter  the  subject  of  the  division  of 
the  western  territory  into  states  was,  on  the  motion  of  Monroe, 
referred  to  a  grand  committee.  Its  report,  which  was  pre- 
sented on  the  twenty-fourth  of  March,  traced  the  division  of 
the  territory  into  ten  states  to  the  resolution  of  congress  of 
September  1780,  by  which  no  one  was  to  contain  less  territory 
than  one  hundred  nor  more  than  one  hnndred  and  fifty  miles 
square.  This  resolution  had  controlled  the  ordinance  of  April 
1784 ;  and,  as  the  first  step  toward  a  reform,  every  part  of  that 
ordinance  which  conflicted  with  the  power  of  congress  to  di- 
;  vide  the  territory  into  states  according  to  its  own  discretion 
*  was  to  be  repealed.* 

Virginia  had  imbodied  the  resolve  of  congress  of  Septem- 
ber 1780  in  its  cession  of  its  claims  to  the  land  north-west  of 
the  Ohio.  A  further  report  proposed  that  Virginia  should  be 
asked  to  revise  its  act  of  cession.f 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  Dane  made  a  successful 
motion  to  raise  a  corrmiittee  for  considering  and  reporting  the 
form  of  a  temporary  government  for  the  western  states.  J  Its 
chairman  was  Monroe,  with  Johnson  and  King  of  New  Eng- 

*  This  first  report  of  the  grand  committee  is  fomid  in  Reports  of  Committees, 
Papers  of  Old  Congress,  zxx.,  16,  in  the  State  Department,  and  is  indorsed  as  hay- 
ing been  **read  24th  of  March  1780,  to  be  considered  Thursday,  March  SOth." 

t  This  second  report  of  the  grand  committee  is  found  likewise  in  vol  xxi.,  79, 
and  following,  of  Papers  of  Old  Congress ;  but  it  has  no  indorsement  as  to  the 
time  when  it  was  entered,  read,  or  considered. 

X  The  day  on  which  this  motion  was  made  is  not  given,  nor  is  the  motion  en- 
tered in  the  Journal  It  was  probably  in  April.  We  get  the  fact  from  page  86 
of  Yol  zzx.  of  the  Papers  of  the  Old  Congress. 
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land,  John  Kean  and  Charles  Pinckney  of  South  Carolina,  as 
his  associates.  On  the  tenth  of  May  this  committee  read  their 
report  It  asked  the  consent  of  Virginia  to  a  division  of  the 
territory  into  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  states ;  pre- 
sented a  plan  for  their  temporary  colonial  government;  and 
promised  them  admission  into  the  confederacy  on  the  princi- 
ple of  the  ordinance  of  Jefferson.  Kot  one  word  was  said  of 
a  restriction  on  slavery.  No  man  liked  better  than  Monroe  to 
lean  for  support  on  the  minds  and  thoughts  of  others.  He 
loved  to  spread  his  sails  to  a  favoring  breeze,  but  in  threaten- 
ing weather  preferred  quiet  under  the  shelter  of  his  friends. 
When  Jefferson,  in  1784,  moved  a  restriction  on  slavery  in  the 
western  country  from  Florida  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  Mon- 
roe was  ill  enough  to  be  out  of  the  way  at  the  division.  When 
King  in  the  following  year  revived  the  question,  he  was  again 
absent  at  the  vote ;  now,  when  the  same  subject  challenged  his 
attention,  he  was  silent. 

At  first  Monroe  flattered  himself  that  his  report  was  gener- 
ally approved;*  but  no  step  was  taken  toward  its  adoption. 
All  that  was  done  lastingly  for  the  West  by  this  congress  was 
the  fruit  of  independent  movements.  On  the  twelfth  of  May, 
at  the  motion  of  Grayson  seconded  by  King,  the  navigable 
waters  leading  into  the  Mississippi  and  the  St  Lawrence,  and 
the  carrying  places  between  them,  were  declared  to  be  conmion 
highways,  forever  free  to  all  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
without  any  tax,  impost,  or  duty. 

The  assembly  of  Connecticut,  which  in  the  same  month 
held  a  session,  was  resolved  on  opening  a  land  ofiice  for  the 
sale  of  six  millions  of  acres  west  of  the  Pennsylvania  line 
which  their  state  had  reserved  in  its  cession  of  all  further 
claims  by  charter  to  western  lands.  The  reservation  was  not 
excessive  in  extent ;  the  right  of  Connecticut  under  its  charter 
had  been  taken  away  by  an  act  of  the  British  parliament  of 
which  America  had  always  denied  the  validity.  The  federal 
constitution  had  provided  no  mode  of  settling  a  strife  between 
a  state  and  the  United  States ;  a  war  would  cost  more  than  the 
land  was  worth.f    Grayson  ceased  his  opposition  ;  and  on  the 

♦Monroe  to  Jefferson,  New  York,  11  May  1786. 
t  Grayson  to  Madison,  28  May  1786. 
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fourteenth  of  the  following  September  congreeB  accepted  the 
deed  of  ceesion  by  which  Connecticut  was  confirmed  in  the 
possesfiion  of  what  was  called  her  "western  reserve."  The 
compact  establishment  of  the  culture  of  New  England  in  that 
district  had  the  most  beneficent  effect  on  the  character  of  Ohio 
and  the  development  of  the  union. 

For  diminishing  the  number  of  the  states  to  be  formed  out 
of  the  western  territory,  Monroe  might  hope  for  a  favorable 
hearing.  At  his  instance  the  subject  was  referred  to  a  grand 
committee,  which  on  the  seventh  of  July  reported  in  favor  of 
obtaining  the  assent  of  Virginia  to  the  division  of  the  tenitoiy 
north-west  of  the  Ohio  into  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than 
five  states. 

With  singular  liberality  Grayson  proposed  to  divide  the 
coimtry  at  once  into  not  less  than  five  states.  He  would  ran 
a  line  east  and  west  so  as  to  touch  the  most  southern  part  of 
Lake  Michigan,  and  from  that  line  draw  one  meridian  line  to 
the  western  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash,  and  another  to 
the  western  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami,  making 
three  states  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  western  lines  of 
Yirginia  and  Pennsylvania.  The  peninsula  of  Michigan  was 
to  form  a  fourth  state ;  the  fifth  would  absorb  the  country  be- 
tween Lake  Michigan,  Lake  Superior,  and  the  line  of  water  to 
the  northern  boundary  in  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  on  the  one 
side  and  the  Mississippi  on  the  other.  This  division,  so  unfa- 
vorable to  southern  influence,  was  voted  for  by  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, Korth  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  South  Carolina  being  di- 
vided ;  the  North  did  not  give  one  state  in  its  favor ;  and  the 
motion  was  lost.  It  was  then  agreed  that  the  district  should 
ultimately  be  divided  at  least  into  three  states,  the  states  and 
individuals  being  unanimous,  except  that  Grayson  adhered  to 
his  preference  of  five.* 

The  cause  which  arrested  the  progress  of  the  ordinance  of 
Monroe  was  a  jealousy  of  the  political  power  of  the  western 
states,  and  a  prevailing  desire  to  impede  their  admission  into 
the  union.  To  Jefferson  he  explained  with  accurate  foresight 
the  policy  toward  which  congress  was  drifting. 

When  the  inhabitants  of  the  Kaskaskias  presented  a  peti- 

*  Joumalfl  of  Congress,  !▼.,  662,  668. 
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tion  for  the  organization  of  a  government  over  their  district, 
Monroe  took  part  in  the  answer,  that  congress  had  nnder  con* 
sideration  the  plan  of  a  temporary  government  for  their  dis- 
trict in  which  it  would  manifest  a  due  regard  to  their  interest* 
This  is  the  last  act  of  congress  relating  to  the  West  in  which 
Monroe  participated.  With  the  first  Monday  of  the  coming 
November  the  rule  of  rotation  would  exclude  him  from  con- 
gress. 

During  the  summer  Kean  was  absent  from  congress,  and 
his  place  on  the  committee  was  taken  by  Melancthon  Smith  f 
of  New  York.  In  September,  Monroe  and  King  went  on  a 
mission  from  Congress  to  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
their  places  were  filled  by  Henry  of  Maryland  and  Dane.  The 
conmiittee  with  its  new  members  represented  the  ruling  senti- 
ment of  the  house ;  and  its  report,  which  was  made  on  the 
nineteenth  of  September,  required  of  a  western  state  before 
its  admission  into  the  union  a  population  equal  to  one  thir-> 
teenth  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  thirteen  original  states  ac-^ 
cording  to  the  last  preceding  enumeration.  Had  this  report 
been  adopted,  and  had  the  decennial  census  of  the  population 
of  territories  and  states  alone  furnished  the  rule,  Ohio  must 
have  waited  twenty  years  longer  for  admission  into  the  union ; 
Indiana  would  have  been  received  only  after  1850 ;  Illinois 
only  after  1860 ;  Michigan  could  not  have  asked  admittance 
till  after  the  census  of  1880 ;  and  after  that  census  Wisconsin 
must  still  have  remained  a  colonial  dependency. 

The  last  day  of  September  1786  was  given  to  the  considera-\ 
tion  of  the  report ;  but  before  anything  was  decided  the  sev- 1 
enth  congress  expired. 

The  new  congress,  to  which  Madison  and  Bichard  Henry. 
Lee,  as  well  as  Grayson  and  Edward  Carrington,  were  sent  by 
Virginia,  had  no  quorum  till  February  1787,  and  then  was  oc-( 
cupied  with  preparations  for  the  federal  convention  and  with\ 
the  late  insurrection  in  Massachusetts.  But  the  necessity  of 
providing  for  a  territorial  government  was  urgent ;  and  near 
the  end  of  April  the  conmiittee  of  the  late  congress  revived 

*  Journals  of  CongresB,  iy.,  688,  689. 

f  The  name  of  Smith  as  one  of  the  committee  ocean  in  August  1786.  Journals 
of  Congress,  iy.,  688. 
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its  project  of  the  preceding  September.  On  the  ninth  of  May 
it  was  read  a  second  time ;  the  clanse  which  wonld  have  mdefi- 
nitel J  delayed  the  admission  of  a  western  state  was  cancelled ;  * 
a  new  draft  of  the  bill  as  amended  was  directed  to  be  tran- 
scribed, and  its  third  reading  was  made  the  order  of  the  next 
day,  t  when  of  a  sndden  the  farther  progress  of  the  ordinance 
was  arrested. 

Euf us  Putnam,  of  "Worcester  county,  Massachusetts,  who 
had  drawn  to  himself  the  friendly  esteem  of  the  commander- 
in-chief,  and  before  the  breaking  up  of  the  army  received  the 
conmiission  of  brigadier-general,  was  foremost  in  promoting  a 
petition  to  congress  of  ofScers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution 
for  ledve  to  plant  a  colony  of  the  veterans  of  the  army  between 
Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio,  in  townships  of  six  miles  square,  with 
large  reservations  "  for  the  ministry  and  schools."  For  him- 
self and  his  associates  he  entreated  Washington  to  represent 
to  congress  the  strength  of  the  grounds  on  which  their  petition 
rested.  $  Their  unpaid  services  in  the  war  had  saved  the  in- 
dependence and  the  unity  of  the  land ;  their  settlement  would 
protect  the  frontiers  of  the  old  states  against  alarms  of  the  sav- 
ages ;  their  power  would  give  safety  along  the  boundary  line  on 
the  north;  under  their  shelter  the  endless  procession  of  emi- 
grants would  take  up  its  march  to  fill  the  country  from  Lake 
Erie  to  the  Ohio. 

With  congress  while  it  was  at  Princeton,  and  again  after 
its  adjournment  to  Annapolis,  Washington  exerted  every  power 
of  which  he  was  master  to  bring  about  a  speedy  decision.  The 
members  with  whom  he  conversed  acquiesced  in  the  reasonable- 
ness of  the  petition  and  approved  its  policy,  but  they  excused 
their  inertness  by  the  want  of  a  cession  of  the  north-western 
lands. 

When,  in  March  1784,  the  lands  were  ceded  by  Virginia, 
Ruf  us  Putnam  again  appeals  to  Washington :  "  You  are  sensi- 
ble of  the  necessity  as  well  as  the  possibility  of  both  oflBcers 
and  soldiers  fixing  themselves  in  business  somewhere  as  soon  as 

*  ThU  appears  from  the  erasures  on  the  printed  bill,  which  is  still  prcserred. 
f  Journals  of  Congress,  iv.,  747. 

X  S.  p.  midreth,  Pioneer  Settlers  of  Ohio,  8S.    Walker,  29.    Letter  of  Rufus 
Putnam,  16  June  17S8. 
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possible ;  many  of  tbem  are  unable  to  lie  long  on  their  oars ; " 
but  congress  (Ud  not  mind  the  spnr.    In  the  next  year,  under 
the  land  ordinance  of  Grayson,  Bufus  Futnam  was  elected 
a  surveyor  of  land  in  the  western  territoiy  for  Massachu-t 
setts ;  and  as  he  could  not  at  once  enter  on  the  service,  another  \ 
brigadier-general,  Benjamin  Tupper  of  Chesterfield,  in  the 
same  state,  was  appointed  for  the  time  in  his  stead."*^    Tupper 
repaired  to  the  West  to  superintend  the  work  confided  to  him  ; 
but  disorderly  Indians  prevented  the  survey ;  without  having 
advanced  farther  west  than  Pittsburgh,  he  returned  home; 
and,  like  ahnost  eveiy  one  who  caught  glimpses  of  the  West,    ^ 
he  returned  with  a  mind  filled  with  tiie  brightness  of  its 
promise. 

Toward  the  end  of  1785,  Samuel  Uolden  Parsons,  the  son 
of  a  clergyman  in  Lyme,  Connecticut,  a  graduate  of  Harvard, 
an  early  and  a  wise  and  resolute  patriot,  in  the  war  a  brigadier- 
general  of  the  regular  army,  travelled  to  the  West  on  public 
business,  descended  the  Ohio  as  far  as  its  falls,  and,  foil  of  the  ^ 
idea  of  a  settlement  in  that  western  country,  wrote,  before  the 
year  went  out,  that  on  his  way  he  had  seen  no  place  which 
pleased  him  so  much  for  a  settlement  as  the  country  on  the 
Muskingum.f 

In  the  treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix,  in  1784,  the  Six  Nations  re- 
nounced to  the  United  States  all  claims  to  the  country  west  of 
the  Ohio.  A  treaty  of  January  1785,  with  the  Wyandotte, 
Delaware,  Chippewa,  and  Ottawa  nations,  released  the  country 
east  of  the  Cuyahoga,  and  all  the  lands  on  the  Ohio,  south 
of  the  line  of  portages  from  that  river  to  the  Great  Miami 
and  the  Maumee.  On  the  last  day  of  January  1786,  George 
Sogers  Clark,  the  conqueror  of  the  North-west,  Eichard  Butler, 
late  a  colonel  in  the  army,  and  Samuel  Holden  Parsons,  acting 
imder  commissions  from  the  United  States,  met  the  Shawnees 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami,  and  concluded  with  them  a 
treaty  by  which  they  acknowledged  the  sovereignty  of  the 
United  States  over  all  their  territory  as  described  in  the  treaty  \ 
of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  and  for  themselves  renounced  all 
claim  to  property  in  any  land  east  of  the  main  branch  of 

*  Journals  of  Congress,  Iv.,  B20,  527,  647. 

t  WiUiam  Fredeiick  Poole  In  N.  A.  Review,  liil,  881.  ' 
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the  Great  TVfiaTni.*  In  this  way  the  Indian  title  to  Bonthem 
Ohio,  and  all  Ohio  to  the  east  of  the  Cuyahoga,  was  quieted. 

Six  days  before  the  signature  of  the  treaty  with  the  Shaw- 
nees,  Bufus  Putnam  and  Benjamin  Tupper,  after  a  careful  con- 
sultation at  the  house  of  Putnam,  in  Butland,  published  in  the 
newspapers  of  Massachusetts  an  invitation  to  fcnm  ^^the  Ohio 
_  Company"  for  purchasing  and  colonizing  a  large  tract  of  land 
between  the  Ohio  and  Lake  Erie.  The  men  chiefly  engaged 
in  this  enterprise  were  husbandmen  of  Kew  England,  nurtured 
in  its  schools  and  churches,  laborious  and  methodical,  patriots 
who  had  been  further  trained  in  a  seven  years'  war  for  freedom. 
Have  these  men  the  creative  power  to  plant  a  commonwealth? 
And  is  a  republic  the  govenunent  under  which  political  oigani- 
zation  for  great  ends  is  the  most  easy  and  the  most  perfect? 

To  bring  the  Ohio  company  into  formal  existence,  all  pe^ 
sons  in  Massachusetts  who  wished  to  promote  the  scheme  were 
invited  to  meet  in  their  respective  coimties  on  Wednesday,  the 
fifteenth  day  of  the  next  February,  and  choose  delegates  to 
meet  in  Boston  on  Wednesday,  the  first  day  of  March  1786, 
at  ten  of  the  clock,  then  and  there  to  consider  and  determine 
on  a  general  plan  of  association  for  the  company.  On  the  ap- 
pointed day  and  hour,  representatives  of  eight  counties  of 
Massachusetts  came  together;  among  others,  from  Worcester 
county,  Bufus  Putnam;  from  Suffolk,  Winthrop  Sargent; 
from  Essex,  Manasseh  Cutler,  lately  a  chaplain  in  the  army, 
then  minister  at  Ipswich ;  from  Middlesex,  John  Brooks ;  from 
Hampshire,  Benjamin  Tupper.  Bufus  Putnam  was  chosen 
chairman  of  the  meeting,  Winthrop  Sargent  its  secretary.  On 
the  third  of  March,  Putnam,  Cutler,  Brooks,  Sargent,  and 
Cushing,  its  regularly  appointed  committee,  reported  an  asso- 
ciation of  a  thousand  sh^^,  each  of  one  tiiousand  dollars  in 
continental  certificates,  which  were  then  the  equivalent  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  in  gold,  with  a  further  liability 
to  pay  ten  dollars  in  specie  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  agen- 
cies.   Men  might  join  together  and  subscribe  for  one  share. 

A  year  was  allowed  for  subscription.  At  its  end,  on  the 
eighth  of  March  1787,  a  meeting  of  the  subscribers  was  held 
at  Boston,  and  Samuel  Holden  Parsons,  Bufus  Putnam,  and 

•  U.  a  Stfttutes  ftt  Large,  Til,  15, 16-18,  26. 
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Manasseli  Cutler  were  chosen  directors  to  make  application  to 
congress  for  a  pnrcliaBe  of  lands  adequate  to  the  pnrposes  of 
the  company. 

The  basis  for  the  acquisition  of  a  vast  domain  was  settled 
by  the  directors,  and  Parsons  repaired  to  New  York  to  bring 
the  subject  before  congress.     On  the  ninth  of  May  1787,  the  I 
same  day  on  which  the  act  for  the  government  of  the  North-west  I ' 
was  ordered  toa  third  reading  on  the  morrow,  the  memorial  of 
Samuel  Holden  Parsons,  agent  of  the  associators  of  the  Ohio 
company,  bearing  date  only  of  the  preceding  day,  was  presented.* 
It  interested  every  one.    For  vague  hopes  of  colonization,  here 
fitood  a  body  of  hardy  pioneers ;  ready  to  lead  the  way  to  the 
rapid  absorption  of  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States ;  se- 
lected from  the  choicest  regiments  of  the  army ;  capable  of  self- 
defence  ;  the  protectors  of  all  who  should  follow  them ;  men. 
skilled  in  the  labors  of  the  field  and  of  artisans ;  enterprising 
and  laborious ;  trained  in  the  severe  morality  and  strict  ortho- 
doxy of  the  New  England  villages  of  that  day.    All  was 
changed.    There  was  the  same  difference  as  between  sending 
out  recruiting  officers  and  giving  marching  orders  to  a  regular 
corps  present  with  music  and  arms  and  banners.    On  the  in- 
stant the  memorial  was  referred  to  a  committee  consiBting  o^ 
Edward  Carrington,  Bufus  King,  Nathan  Dane,  Madison,  an(^ 
Egbert  Benson — a  great  committee :  its  older  members  of  con-    ^ 
gress  having  worthy  associates  in  Carrington  and  Benson,  of    * 
whom  nothing  was  spoken  but  in  praise  of  their  faultless  in-    "* 
tegrity  and  rightness  of  intention. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  July  1787,  for  the  first  time  since  the 
eleventh  of  May,  congress  had  a  quorum.  There  were  present 
from  the  North,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  New  Jersey ; 
from  the  South,  Yirginia,  the  two  Carolinas,  and  Georgia,  soon 
to  be  joined  by  Delaware.  The  South  had  all  in  its  own  way. 
The  president  of  congress  being  absent,  William  Grayson  of 
Virginia  was  elected  the  temporary  president. 

*  The  momorial  of  Parsons  is  in  his  own  handwriting.  It  is  contained  in  yoL 
xll  of  Pftpers  of  the  Old  Congress,  vol.  viii.,  226,  of  the  Memorials.  It  is  faidorsed 
In  the  handwriting  of  Roger  Alden, "  Memorial  of  Samuel  H.  Parsons,  agent  of  the 
associators  for  the  purchase  of  lands  on  the  Ohio.  Read  Maj  ninth  IIBI.  Re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Dane,  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Benson.  Acted 
on  July  23, 1787.    See  committee  book.** 
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On  Friday,  the  fifth,  there  was  no  quorum.  In  the  even- 
ing arrived  Manasseh  Cutler,  one  of  the  three  agents  of  the 
Ohio  company,  sent  to  complete  the  negotiations  for  western 
lands.  On  his  way  to  New  York,  Cutler  had  visited  Parsons, 
his  fellow-director,  and  now  acted  in  full  concert  with  him. 
Carrington  gave  the  new  envoy  a  cordial  welcome,  introduced 
him  to  members  on  the  floor  of  congress,  devoted  immediate 
attention  to  his  proposals,  and  already,  on  the  tenth  of  July, 
his  report  granting  to  the  Ohio  company  all  that  they  desired 
was  read  in  congress.* 

This  report,  which  is  entirely  in  the  handwriting  of  Edward 
Carrington,  assigns  as  gifts  a  lot  for  the  maintenance  of  public 
schools  in  every  township ;  another  lot  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ligion ;  and  four  complete  townships,  ^^  which  shall  be  good  land, 
and  near  the  centre,"  for  the  purpose  of  a  university.  The  land, 
apart  from  the  gifts,  might  be  paid  for  in  loan-office  certificates 
reduced  to  specie  value  or  certificates  of  liquidated  debts  of  the 
United  States.  For  bad  land,  expenses  of  surveying,  and  in- 
cidental circumstances,  the  whole  allowance  was  not  to  exceed 
one  third  of  a  dollar  an  acre.  The  price,  therefore,  was  about 
sixty-six  cents  and  two  thirds  for  every  acre,  in  United  States 
certificates  of  debt  But  as  these  were  then  worth  only  twelve 
cents  on  the  dollar,  the  price  of  land  in  specie  was  between 
eight  and  nine  cents  an  acre. 

On  the  ninth  of  July,  Bichard  Henry  Lee  took  his  seat  in 
congress.  His  presence  formed  an  era.  On  that  same  day  the 
report  for  framing  a  western  government,  which  was  to  have 
had  its  third  reading  on  the  tenth  of  May,  was  referred  to  a 
new  conmiitteet  of  seven,  composed  of  Edward  Carrington 

*  The  business  of  congress  was  done  irith  closed  doors  and  with  rigid  secrecj. 
Hence  some  slight  misconceptions  in  the  journal  of  Cutler.  N.  A.  RcTiew,  liii^ 
884,  etc.  He  sajs  that  on  July  sixth  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  his 
proposal  The  committee  was  appointed  not  on  July  sixth,  but  on  the  ninth 
of  May,  and  was  not  changed.  Its  report  is  to  be  found  in  vol.  v.  of  the  Reports 
of  Committees,  and  in  Old  Papers  of  Congress,  xix.,  21  The  report  is  hi  the 
handwriting  of  Edward  Carrington,  and  by  his  own  hand  is  indorsed:  "Beport  of 
Committee  on  Memorial  of  S.  H.  Parsons.**  Mr.  Thomson's  hand  indorses  fu^ 
ther :  **  Report  of  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Dane,  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Benson. 
Read  July  10th,  1Y87.  Order  of  the  day  for  the  eleventh."  On  what  day  it 
was  presented  b  not  recorded. 

t  In  the  Journals  of  Congress,  iv.,  7&1,  for  the  11th  of  July,  mention  is  made 
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and  Dane,  Kichard  Heniy  Lee,  Eean  of  South  Carolina,  and 
Melancthon  Smith  of  New  York.  There  were  then  in  con- 
gress five  southern  states  to  three  of  the  North ;  on  the  com- 
mittee two  northern  men  to  three  from  the  South,  of  whom  the 
two  ablest  were  Yirginians. 

The  committee,  animated  by  the  presence  of  Lee,  went  to 
its  work  in  good  earnest.  Dane,  who  had  been  actively  em- 
ployed on  the  colonial  government  for  more  than  a  year,  and 
for  about  ten  months  had  served  on  the  committee  which  had 
the  subject  in  charge,  acted  the  part  of  scribe.  Like  Smith . 
and  Lee,  he  had  opposed  a  federal  convention  for  the  reform 
of  the  constitution.  The  three  agreed  very  well  together, 
though  Dane  secretly  harbored  the  wish  of  iinding  in  the  West 
an  ally  for  "  eastern  politics.''  They  were  pressed  for  time, 
and  found  it  necessary  finally  to  adopt  the  best  system  they 
could  get.  At  first  they  took  up  the  plan  reported  by  Mon- 
roe ;  but  new  ideas  were  started ;  and  they  worked  with  so 
much  industry  that  on  the  eleventh  of  July  their  report  of  an 
ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio  was  read  for  its  first  time 
in  congress. 

The  ordinance  imbodied  the  best  parts  of  the  work  of  their 
predecessors.  For  the  beginning  they  made  the  whole  north- 
western territoiy  one  district,  of  which  all  the  officers  appointed' 
by  congress  were  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  as  well  as  of  officej 
Jefferson,  in  his  ordinance  for  the  sale  of  lands,  had  taken  car0 
for  the  equal  descent  of  real  estate,  as  well  as  other  property^ 
to  children  of  both  sexes.  This  was  adopted  and  expressed  in 
the  forms  of  the  laws  of  Massachusetts.  The  rule  of  Jefferson 
was  followed  in  requiring  no  property  qualification  for  an  elect- 
or ;  but  was  not  extended,  as  Jefferson  had  done,  to  the  officers 
to  be  elected. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  establish  articles  of  com- 
pact, not  to  be  repealed  except  by  the  consent  of  the  original 
states  and  the  i>eople  and  states  in  the  territory.    Among  these, 

that  the  report  of  ft  committee  touching  the  temporary  govermnent  for  the  west- 
ern territory  had  been  referred  to  the  committee.  I  find  an  indorsement  in  the 
State  Department  on  one  of  the  papers  that  the  day  on  which  that  reference  was 
made  was  July  ninth. 
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as  in  Massachusetts  and  Yirginia,  were  freedom  of  religions 
worship  and  of  religious  thought ;  and  various  articles  from 
the  usual  bills  of  rights  of  the  states. 

The  next  clause  bears  in  every  word  the  impress  of  the 
mind  of  Eichard  Henry  Lee.  "  No  law  ought  ever  to  be  made 
;in  said  territory  that  shall  in  any  manner  whatever  interfere 
I  with  or  conflict  with  private  contracts  or  engagements,  honafde 
I  and  without  fraud  previously  formed."  This  regulation  re- 
I  lated  particularly  to  the  abuse  of  paper  money.* 

The  third  article  recognised,  like  the  constitution  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  like  the  letter  of  Bufus  Putnam  of  1783,t  that 
religion,  morality,  and  knowledge  are  necessary  to  good  govern- 
ment and  the  happiness  of  mankind,  and  declared  that  schools 
and  the  means  of  education  shall  forever  be  encouraged. 

The  utmost  good  faith  was  enjoined  toward  the  Indians ; 
their  lands  and  property,  their  rights  and  liberty,  were  ordered 
to  be  protected  by  laws  founded  in  justice  and  humanity ;  so 
that  peace  and  friendship  with  them  might  ever  be  preserved. 

The  new  states,  by  compact  which  neither  party  alone 
could  change,  became,  and  were  forever  to  remain,  a  part  of 
the  United  States  of  America.  The  waters  leading  into  the 
Mississippi  and  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  carrying  places  between 
them,  according  to  the  successful  motion  of  Grayson  and  King^ 
were  made  conmion  highways  and  forever  free.  The  whole 
territory  was  divided  into  three  states  only,  the  population  re- 
quired for  the  admission  of  any  one  of  them  to  the  union  was 
fixed  at  sixty  thousand ;  but  both  these  clauses  were  subject  to 
ihe  future  judgment  of  congress.    The  prayer  of  the  Ohio 

*  **  Cette  disposition  porte  particulidrement  sur  Fabas  da  papier  moimaie.'* 
Otto  to  Montmorin,  successor  of  Vergexmes  at  Versailles,  20  Julj  1787.  B.  VL 
Lee  to  George  Hason,  Chantilly,  16  Maj  1787.  Life  of  Bicbard  Henry  Lee,  ii^ 
71-78.  Lee  hated  paper  money,  and  therefore  had  entreated  his  friends  in  the 
conrention  at  Philadelphia  to  take  from  the  states  the  right  of  issuing  it.  More- 
over, he  piqued  himself  upon  the  originality  of  his  suggestion :  **  a  proposition 
that  I  have  not  heard  mentioned.*'  Compare  Lee  to  Washington,  in  Sparks's  Let- 
ters  to  Washington,  \y^  174.  More  than  forty-two  years  Uiter  Dane  claimed  for 
hhnself  "originaUty  "  in  regard  to  the  clause  against  impairing  contracts  [Mas- 
sachusette  Historical  Society  Proceedings,  1867  to  1869,  p.  479],  but  contemporary 
CTidence  pohits  to  R.  H.  Lee  as  one  with  whom  he  must  at  least  divide  the 
honor. 

t  The  proposals  presented  by  Cutler  are  in  the  handwriting  of  Parsons. 
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company  had  been  bat  this :  ^^  The  settlers  shall  be  nnder  the 
immediate  government  of  congress  in  snch  mode  and  for  snch 
time  as  congress  shall  judge  proper ; "  the  ordinance  contained 
no  allnsion  to  slaveiy ;  and  in  that  form  it  received  its  first 
reading  and  was  ord^^  to  be  printed. 

Grayson,  then  the  presiding  officer  of  congress,  had  always 
opposed  slavery.  Two  years  before  he  had  wished  success  to 
the  attempt  of  King  for  its  restriction ;  and  everything  points 
to  him  *  as  the  immediate  cause  of  the  tranquil  spirit  of  dis- 
interested statesmanship  which  took  possession  of  every  south- 
em  man  in  the  assembly.  Of  the  members  of  Virginia, 
Kichard  Henry  Lee  had  stood  against  Jefferson  on  this  veiy 
question ;  but  now  he  acted  with  Grayson,  and  from  the  states 
of  which  no  man  had  yielded  before,  every  one  chose  the  part 
which  was  to  bring  on  their  memoiy  the  benedictions  of  all 
coming  ages.  Obeying  an  intimation  from  the  South,  Nathan 
Dane  copied  from  Jefferson  the  prohibition  of  involuntary 
servitude  in  the  territory,  and  quieted  alarm  by  adding  from  the 
report  of  King  a  clause  for  the  delivering  up  of  the  fugitive 
slave.  This  at  the  second  reading  of  the  ordinance  he  moved 
as  a  sixth  article  of  compact,  and,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  July 
1787,  the  great  statute  forbidding  slavery  to  cross  the  river 
Ohio  was  passed  by  the  vote  of  Gteorgia,  South  Carolina,  North 
Carolina,  Virginia,  Delaware,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  and 
Massachusetts,  all  the  states  that  were  then  present  in  congress. 
Pennsylvania  and  three  states  of  New  England  were  absent ; 

*  WiUiam  Grayson  yotcd  for  King's  motion  of  reference,  by  which  the  prohi- 
bition of  slavery  was  to  be  immediate ;  he  expressed  the  hope  that  congress  would 
be  liberal  enough  to  adopt  King's  motion ;  he  gave,  more  than  any  other  man  in 
congress,  efficient  attention  to  the  territorial  questions ;  in  1786  he  framed  and 
carried  through  congress  an  ordinance  for  the  sale  of  western  lands ;  his  influence 
as  president  of  congress  was  great ;  his  record  as  against  slavery  is  clearer  than 
that  of  any  other  southern  man  who  was  present  in  1 787.  The  assent  of  Virginia 
being  requisite  to  the  validity  of  the  ordinance,  he  entreated  Monroe  to  obtain 
that  consent  The  consent  was  not  obtained.  Though  in  shattered  health,  he 
then  became  a  member  of  the  next  Virginia  legislature,  and  was  conspicuous  in 
obtaining  the  assent  of  Virginia.  Add  to  thb  in  the  debate  on  excluding  slavery 
from  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  Hugh  Nelson  of  Virginia  was  quoted  as  having 
ascribed  the  measure  to  Grayson.  Austin  Scott  fell  upon,  and  was  so  good  as  to 
point  out  to  me,  this  passage  in  Annals  of  Congress  for  February  1819,  column 
1226.    Thus  far  no  direct  report  of  Nelson's  speech  has  been  found. 

TOL.  VI.— 19 
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Maryland  only  of  the  South.  Of  the  eighteen  members  of 
congress  who  answered  to  their  names,  every  one  said  "  aye  " 
excepting  Abraham  Yates  the  younger  of  New  York,  who  in- 
\  sisted  on  leaving  to  all  future  ages  a  record  of  his  want  of  good 
judgment,  right  feeling,  and  conmion  sense. 

Thomas  Jefferson  first  sunmioned  congress  to  prohibit  slav- 
ery in  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States ;  Euf us  King  lifted 
up  the  measure  when  it  lay  almost  lifeless  on  the  ground,  and 
suggested  the  immediate  instead  of  the  prospective  prohibition ; 
a  congress  composed  of  five  southern  states  to  one  from  New 
England,  and  two  from  the  middle  states,  headed  by  William 
Grayson,  supported  by  Kichard  Henry  Lee,  and  using  Nathan 
Dane  as  scribe,  carried  the  measure  to  the  goal  in  the  amended 
form  in  which  King  had  caused  it  to  be  referred  to  a  committee; 
and,  as  Jefferson  had  proposed,  placed  it  under  the  sanction 
of  an  irrevocable  compact.* 

The  ordinance  being  passed,  the  terms  of  a  sale  between 
the  United  States  and  Manasseh  Cutler  and  Winthrop  Sargent, 
as  agents  of  the  Ohio  company,  were  rapidly  brought  to  a 
close,  substantially  on  the  basis  of  the  report  of  Carrington.t 

The  occupation  of  the  purchased  lands  began  immediately, 
and  proceeded  with  the  order,  courage,  and  regularity  of  men 
accustomed  to  the  discipline  of  soldiers.  '*No  colony  in 
America,"  said  Washington  in  his  joy,  "  was  ever  settled  un- 
der such  favorable  auspices  as  that  which  has  just  commenced 
at  the  Muskingum.  Liformation,  property,  and  strength  will 
be  its  characteristics.  I  know  many  of  the  settlers  personaUy, 
and  there  never  were  men  better  calculated  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  such  a  conMuunity."  $  Before  a  year  had  passed  by, 
free  labor  kept  its  sleepless  watch  on  the  Ohio. 

But  this  was  not  enough.  Virginia  had  retained  the  right 
to  a  very  large  tract  north-west  of  the  Ohio ;  and  should  she 
consent  that  her  own  sons  should  be  forbidden  to  cross  the 
river  with  their  slaves  to  her  own  lands  ? 

It  was  necessary  for  her  to  give  her  consent  before  the  or- 
dinance could  be  secure;  and  Grayson  earnestly  entreated 

♦  Nathan  Dane  to  Rufui  King,  16  July  1T87. 

t  Compare  Carrington's  rq>ort  with  lis  amended  form  in  Jouraals  of  Ooo- 
gress,  iT^  Appendix  11,  t  Sparta,  ix.,  885. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1787.  THE  COLONIAL  SYSTEM  OF  AMERICA.  291 

Monroe  to  gain  that  consent  before  the  year  should  go  out 
But  Monroe  was  not  equal  to  the  task,  and  nothing  was  accom- 
plished. 

At  the  next  election  of  the  assembly  of  Virginia,  Grayson, 
who  was  not  a  candidate  in  the  preceding  or  the  following 
year,  was  chosen  a  delegate ;  and  then  a  powerful  committee, 
on  which  were  Carrington,  Monroe,  Edmund  Randolph,  and 
Grayson,  successfully  brought  forward  the  bill  by  which  Vir- 
ginia confirmed  the  ordinance  for  the  colonization  of  all  the 
territory  then  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States  by  free- 
men alone. 

The  white  men  of  that  day  eveiywhere  held  themselves  \ 
bound  to  respect  and  protect  the  black  men  in  their  liberty 
and  property.  The  suffrage  was  not  as  yet  regarded  as  a  right 
incident  to  manhood,  and  could  be  extended  only  according  to 
the  judgment  of  those  who  were  found  in  possession  of  it 
When  in  1785  an  act  providing  for  the  gradual  abolition  of 
slavery  within  the  state  of  New  York,  while  it  placed  the  chil- 
dren bom  of  slaves  in  the  rank  of  citizens,  deprived  them  of 
the  privileges  of  electors,  the  council  of  revision,  Clinton  and 
Sloss  Hobart  being  present,  and  adopting  the  report  of  Chan- 
cellor Livingston,  negatived  the  act,  because,  ^^  in  violation  of 
the  rules  of  justice  and  against  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  con- 
stitution," it  disfranchised  the  black,  mulatto,  and  mustee  citi- 
zens who  had  heretofore  been  entitled  to  a  vote.  The  veto 
prevailed ;  *  and  in  the  state  of  New  York  the  colored  man 
retained  his  impartial  right  of  suffrage  till  the  constitution  of 
1821.  Virginia,  which  continued  to  recognise  free  negroes  as 
citizens,  in  the  session  in  which  it  sanctioned  the  north-western 
ordinance,  enacted  that  any  person  who  should  be  convicted 
of  steahng  or  selling  any  free  person  for  a  slave  shall  suffer 
death  without  benefit  of  clergy.f  This  was  the  protection 
which  Virginia,  when  the  constitution  was  forming,  extended 
to  the  black  man. 

*  Street's  New  York  Coimcil  of  Keyision,  268,  260.  f  Hening,  zil,  681 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

the  cx)n8titunon  in  detail.    the  powers  of  c0n0bes8. 

6  August  to  10  Septembee  1787. 

The  twenty-three  resolutions  of  the  convention  were  dis- 
tribated  by  the  committee  of  detail  into  as  many  articles,  which 
included  new  subjects  of  the  gravest  moment.  On  the  sixth 
of  August  1787  every  member  of  the  convention  received  a 
copy  of  this  draft  of  a  constitution,  printed  on  broadsides  in 
large  type,  with  wide  spaces  and  margin  for  minutes  of  amend- 
ments.* The  experience  of  more  than  two  months  had  in- 
spired its  members  with  the  courage  and  the  disposition  to 
make  still  bolder  grants  of  power  to  the  union. 

The  instrument  f  opens  with  the  sublime  words :  "  We,  the 
people  of  the  states,**  enumerating  New  Hampshire  and  every 
other  of  the  thirteen,  "  do  ordain,  declare,  and  establish  the 
following  constitution  for  the  government  of  ourselves  and  our 
posterity."  ^ 

When  in  1776  "  the  good  people  "  of  thirteen  colonies,  each 
having  an  organized  separate  home  government,  and  each 
hitherto  forming  an  integral  part  of  one  common  empire, 
jointly  prepared  to  declare  themselves  free  and  independent 
states,  it  was  their  first  care  to  ascertain  of  whom  they  were 
composed.    The  question  they  agreed  to  investigate  and  decide 

*  Of  these  copies  six  haro  been  examined,  including  that  of  the  president  of 
the  convention,  and,  as  is  beliered^  that  of  its  secretary. 

t  Gilpin,  1226;  EUiot,  876. 

X  **  We  the  people  of  Massachosctts— do— ordain  and  establish  the  following 
•-constitution  of  ciyll  gorenunent  for  ourselrcs  and  posterity."  Preamble  to  the 
first  constitution  of  Massachusetts. 
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by  a  joint  act  of  them  alL  For  this  end  congress  selected  from 
its  nnmbers  five  of  its  ablest  jurists  and  most  trasted  states- 
men :  John  Adams  of  Massachusetts,  Thomas  Jefferson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Edward  Eutledge  of  South  Carolina,  James  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Robert  R.  Livingston  of  New  York ;  the 
fairest  representation  that  could  have  been  made  of  New  Eng- 
land, of  the  South,  and  of  the  central  states.  The  committee 
thought  not  of  embarrassing  themselves  with  the  introduction 
of  any  new  theory  of  citizenship ;  they  looked  solely  for  exist- 
ing facts.  They  found  colonies  with  well-known  territorial 
boundaries;  and  inhabitants  of  the  territory  of  each  colony; 
and  their  unanimous  report,  unanimously  accepted  by  congress, 
was :  "  All  persons  abiding  within  any  of  the  United  Colonies, 
and  deriving  protection  from  the  laws  of  the  same,  owe  allegi- 
ance to  the  said  laws,  and  are  members  of  such  colony."* 
From  "  persons  making  a  visitation  or  temporary  stay,"  only  a 
secondary  allegiance  was  held  to  be  due. 

When  the  articles  of  confederation  were  framed  with  the 
grand  principle  of  intercitizenship,  which  gave  to  the  Ameri- 
can confederation  a  superiority  over  every  one  that  preceded 
it,  the  same  definition  of  membership  of  the  community  was 
repeated,  except  that  intercitizenship  was  not  extended  to  the 
pauper,  or  the  vagabond,  or  the  fugitive  from  justice,  or  the 
slave.  And  now  these  free  inhabitants  of  every  one  of  the 
United  States,  this  collective  people,  proclaim  their  common 
intention,  by  their  own  innate  life,  to  institute  a  general  gov- 
ernment. 

For  the  name  of  the  government  they  chose  "  The  United 
States  of  America " ;  words  which  expressed  unity  in  plural- 
ity and  being  endeared  by  usage  were  preferred  to  any  new 
description. 

That  there  might  be  no  room  to  question  where  paramount 
allegiance  would  be  due,  the  second  article  declared:  ^^The 
government  shall  consist  of  supreme  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial  powers."  f 

To  maintain  that  supremacy,  the  legislature  of  the  United 
States  was  itself  authorized  to  carry  into  execution  aU  powers 
vested  by  this  new  constitution  in  the  government  of  the  Unit- 

•  Journals  of  CoDgress  for  6,  17,  aod  24  June  1776.     f  Gilpin,  1226 ;  ElUot,  377. 
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ed  StateSi  or  in  any  of  its  departments  or  offices.*  The  name 
congress  was  adopted  to  mark  the  two  branches  of  the  legisla- 
ture, which  were  now  named  the  house  of  representatives  and 
the  senate ;  the  house  still  taking  precedence  as  the  first  branch. 
The  executive  was  henceforward  known  as  "  the  President" 

The  scheme  of  erecting  a  general  government  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  state  legislatures  was  discarded ;  and  the  states 
were  enjoined  to  prescribe  for  the  election  of  the  members  of 
each  branch  regulations  subject  to  be  altered  by  the  legislature 
of  the  United  States ;  but  the  convention  itself,  in  its  last  days, 
unanimously  reserved  to  the  states  alone  the  right  to  establish 
the  places  for  choosing  senators.t 

To  ensure  the  continuous  succession  of  the  government,  the 
legislature  was  ordered  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber in  every  year,  ^  "  unless,"  added  the  convention,  "  oongrees 
should  by  law  appoint  a  different  day." 

To  complete  the  independence  of  congress,  provision  needed 
to  be  made  for  the  support  of  its  members.  The  committee  of 
detail  left  them  to  be  paid  for  their  Services  by  their  respective 
states ;  but  this  mode  would  impair  the  self  Hsustaining  charac- 
ter of  the  government.  Ellsworth,  avowing  a  change  of  opin- 
ion, moved  that  they  should  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States.^  "  If  the  general  legislature,"  said  Dickinson, 
"  should  be  left  dependent  on  the  state  legislatures,  it  would 
be  happy  for  us  if  we  had  never  met  in  this  room."  The  mo- 
tion of  Ellsworth  was  carried  by  nine  states  against  Massachu- 
setts and  South  Carolina.  |  The  compensation  which  he  and 
Sherman  would  have  fixed  at  five  dollars  a  day,  and  the  same 
for  every  thirty  miles  of  travel,  was  left  "  to  be  ascertained  by 
kw."  ^ 

In  the  distribution  of  representatives  among  the  states  no 
change  was  made ;  but  to  the  rule  of  one  member  of  the  house 
for  every  forty  thousand  inhabitants  Madison  objected  that  in 
the  coming  increase  of  population  it  would  render  the  number 
excessive.    "The  government,"  replied  Gorham,  "will  not 

*Gnpin,1288;  Elliot,  879. 

t  Gilpin,  1229,  1279,  1281,  1232,  1646,  1608;  BlUot,  877,401,  402,  559. 
t  Gilpin,  1227 ;  Elliot,  877.  ♦  Gilpin,  981,  1826 ;  ElUot,  226,  425. 

I  GUpin,  1829  ;  ElUot,  427.  ^  GUpin,  1880 ;  Elliot,  427. 
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last  80  long  as  to  produce  this  effect.  Can  it  be  supposed  that^ 
this  vast  country,  including  the  western  territory,  will  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  hence  remam  one  nation  V^*  The  clause 
was  for  the  time  unanimously  made  to  read:  ^^  not  exceeding 
one  for  every  forty  thousand.*' 

As  the  first  qualification  for  membership  of  the  legislature, 
it  was  agreed,  and  it  so  remain^  that  the  candidate  at  the  time 
of  his  election  should  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  state  in  which  he 
should  be  chosen.  It  is  not  required  that  a  representatiye 
should  reside  in  the  district  which  he  may  be  elected  to  repre- 
sent. 

Citizenship  was  indispensable ;  and,  before  a  comer  from  a 
foreign  country  could  be  elected  to  the  house,  he  must,  accord- 
ing to  the  report,  have  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  for 
at  least  three  years ;  before  eligibility  to  the  senate,  for  at  least 
four.  "  I  do  not  choose,"  said  Mason,  "  to  let  foreigners  and 
adventurers  make  laws  for  us  and  govern  us  without  that  local 
knowledge  which  ought  to  be  possessed  by  the  representative." 
And  he  moved  for  seven-years  instead  of  threcf  To  this  all 
the  states  agreed  except  Connecticut. 

From  respect  to  Wilson,  who  was  bom  and  educated  in 
Scotland,  the  subject  was  taken  up  once  more.  Gerry,  on  the 
thirteenth,  wished  none  to  be  elected  but  men  bom  in  the 
land.  Williamson  preferred  a  residence  of  nine  years  to 
seven.  X  Hamilton  proposed  to  require  only  citizenship  and 
inhabitancy,^  and  Madison  seconded  him.  In  proof  of  the 
advantage  of  encouraging  emigration,  Wilson  cited  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  youngest  settlement  on  the  Atlantic  except  Georgia, 
yet  among  the  foremost  in  population  and  prosperity ;  almost 
all  the  general  officers  of  her  line  in  the  late  army  and  three  of 
her  deputies  to  the  convention — ^Robert  Morris,  Fitzsimons, 
and  himself — ^were  not  natives.  J  But  Connecticut,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland,  and  Virginia,  which  voted  with  Hamilton 
and  Madison,  were  overpowered  by  the  seven  other  states,  of 
which,  on  this  question.  New  Hampshire,  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia  were  the  most  stubborn.-^ 

*  Gilpin,  1268 ;  Slliot,  892.  «  Gilpin,  1299,  1 800 ;  Elliot,  411. 

t  GUpin,  1256,  125Y ;  Elliot,  389.         |  Gilpin,  1800,  1301 ;  EUiot,  412. 
i  GUpin,  1299 ;  EUiot,  411.  ^  GUpin,  1801 ;  Elliot,  412. 
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Gouvemeur  Morris  desired  that  the  proviso  of  seven  yean 
should  not  affect  any  person  then  a  citizen.  On  this  candid 
motion  New  Jersey  joined  the  four  more  liberal  states ;  but 
Entledge,  Charles  Finckney,  Mason,  and  Baldwin  spoke  with 
inveterate  tenacity  for  the  disfranchisement  against  Gorham, 
Madison,  Morris,  and  Wilson;  and  the  motion  was  lost  by  five 
states  to  six.^ 

For  a  senator,  citizenship  for  nine  years  was  required; 
Connecticut,  Fennsylvania,  and  Maryland  alone  finding  the 
number  of  years  excessivcf  Three  days  later,  power  was 
vested  in  the  legislature  of  the  United  States  to  establish  a  uni- 
form rule  of  natmtJization  throughout  the  United  States.  X 

The  committee  of  detail  had  evaded  the  question  of  a  prop- 
erty qualification  for  the  members  of  the  federal  legislature 
and  other  branches  of  the  government  by  referring  it  to  l^is- 
lative  discretion.  Charles  Finckney,  who  wished  to  require 
for  the  president  a  fortune  of  not  less  than  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  for  a  judge  half  as  much,  and  a  like  proportion  for  the 
members  of  the  national  legislature,  ventured  no  more  than  to 
move  generally  that  a  property  qualification  should  be  required 
of  them  alL^  Franklin  made  answer :  "  I  dislike  everything 
that  tends  to  debase  the  spirit  of  the  common  people.  If 
honesty  is  often  the  companion  of  wealth,  and  if  poverty  is 
exposed  to  peculiar  temptation,  the  possession  of  property 
Increases  the  desire  for  more.  Some  of  the  greatest  rogues  I 
was  ever  acquainted  with  were  the  richest  rogues.  Remember, 
the  scripture  requires  in  rulers  that  they  should  be  men  hating 
covetousness.  If  this  constitution  should  betray  a  great  par- 
tiality to  the  rich,  it  will  not  only  hurt  us  in  the  esteem  of  the 
most  liberal  and  enlightened  men  in  Europe,  but  discourage 
the  common  people  from  removing  to  this  coimtry."  |  The 
motion  was  rejected  by  a  general  "no."  The  question  was  for 
a  wliile  left  open,  but  the  constitution  finally  escaped  without 
imposing  a  property  qualification  on  any  person  in  the  public 
employ. 

Various  efforts  were  made  by  Gt>rham,  Mercer,  King,  and 

♦Gilpin,  1801-1305;  BlUot,  412-414.        *  Gilpin,  1288, 1284;  Elliot, 402, 408. 
+  Gilpin,  1805 ;  ElUot,  414.  |  Gilpin,  1284,  1285 ;  Elliot,  408. 

iEmot,i.,  246. 
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Gouvemenr  Morris  to  follow  the  precedent  of  the  British  par- 
liament, and  constitute  a  less  ntimber  than  a  majority  in  each 
house  sufficient  for  a  quorum,  lest  the  secession  of  a  few  mem- 
bers should  f ataUj  interrupt  the  course  of  public  business. 
But,  by  the  exertions  of  Wilson  and  Ellsworth,  Randolph  and 
Madison,  power  was  all  but  unanimously  given  to  each  branch 
to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner 
and  under  such  penalties  as  each  house  might  provide.  More- 
over, each  house  received  the  power,  unknown  to  the  confed- 
eracy, to  expel  a  member  with  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds 
of  those  voting.* 

What  should  distinguish  the  ^^ electors"  of  the  United 
States  from  their  citizens  t  the  constituency  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States  from  the  people  ?  The 
report  of  the  committee  ran  thus :  ^^  The  qualifications  of  the 
electors  shall  be  the  same,  from  time  to  time,  as  those  of  the 
electors  in  the  several  states  of  the  most  nxunerous  branch  of 
their  own  legislatures."  f  Gouvemeur  Morris  desired  tore- 
strain  the  right  of  suffrage  to  freeholders ;  and  he  thought  it 
not  proper  that  the  qudifications  of  the  national  legislature 
shotdd  depend  on  the  will  of  the  states.  ^^  The  states,"  said 
Ellsworth,  ^^  are  the  best  judges  of  the  circumstances  and  tem- 
per of  their  own  people."  X  "  Eight  or  nine  states,"  remarked 
Mason,  ^^  have  extended  the  right  of  suffrage  beyond  the  free- 
holders. What  will  the  people  there  say  if  any  should  be 
disfranchised  ? "  *^  "  Abridgments  of  the  right  of  suffrage," 
declared  Butler,  "  tend  to  revolution."  "  The  freeholders  of 
the  country,"  replied  Dickinson,  "  are  the  best  guardians  of 
liberty ;  and  the  restriction  of  the  right  to  them  is  a  necessary 
defence  against  the  dangerous  influence  of  those  multitudes 
without  property  and  without  principle,  with  which  our  coun- 
try, like  all  others,  will  in  time  abound.  As  to  the  unpopu- 
larity of  the  innovation,  it  is  chimericaL  The  great  mass  of 
our  citizens  is  composed  at  this  time  of  freeholders,  and  will 
be  pleased  with  it."  "  Ought  not  every  man  who  pays  a  tax," 
asked  Ellsworth,  "  to  vote  for  the  representative  who  is  to  levy 
and  dispose  of  his  money  J "  |     "  The  time,"  said  Gt>uvemeur 

♦  Gilpin,  1291 ;  Elliot,  407.  +  GUpin,  122Y ;  ElUot,  877. 

t  Gilpin,  1250;  EUiot,  886.         *  Ibid        |  GUpin,  1261 ;  EUiot,  886. 
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Morris,  "is  not  distant  when  this  country  will  abound  with 
mechanics  and  manufacturers,  who  will  receive  their  bread 
from  their  employers.  Will  such  men  be  the  secure  and  fidth- 
ful  guardians  of  Uberty — the  impregnable  barrier  against  aris- 
tocracy? The  ignorant  and  the  dependent  can  be  as  little 
trusted  with  the  public  interest  as  children.  Nine  tenths  of 
the  people  aj*e  at  present  freeholders,  and  these  will  certainly 
be  pleased  with  the  restriction."  *  "The  true  idea,"  said  Ma- 
son, "  is  that  every  man  having  evidence  of  attachment  to  the 
society,  and  permanent  common  interest  with  it,  ought  to  share 
in  aU  its  rights  and  privileges."  "  In  several  of  the  states," 
said  Madison,  "  a  freehold  is  now  the  qualification.  Yiewing 
the  subject  in  its  merits  alone,  the  freeholders  of  the  country 
would  be  the  safest  depositories  of  repubUcan  Kberty.  In 
future  times,  a  great  majority  of  the  people  will  not  only  be 
without  property  in  land,  but  property  of  any  sort  These 
will  either  combine  under  the  influence  of  their  common  dtnar 
tion,  in  which  case  the  rights  of  property  and  the  pubKc  lib- 
erty will  not  be  secure  in  their  hands,  or,  what  is  more  proba- 
ble, they  will  become  the  tools  of  opulence  and  ambition;  in 
which  case  there  will  be  equal  danger  on  another  side."t 
Franklin  reasoned  against  the  restriction  from  the  nobleness 
of  character  that  the  possession  of  the  electoral  franchise  in- 
spires. X  "  The  idea  of  restraining  the  right  of  suffrage  to  the 
freeholders,"  said  Rutledge,  "would  create  division  among  the 
people,  and  make  enemies  of  all  those  who  should  be  exclud- 
ed." *  The  movement  of  Morris  toward  a  freehold  qualifica. 
tion  gained  no  vote  but  that  of  Delaware ;  and  the  section  as 
reported  was  unanimously  approved. 

Each  state  was  therefore  left  to  fix  for  itself  within  its 
own  limits  its  conditions  of  suffrage ;  but  where,  as  in  New 
York  and  Maryland,  a  discrimination  was  made  in  different 
elections,  the  convention  appUed  the  most  liberal  rule  adopted 
in  the  state  to  the  elections  of  members  of  congress,  accepting 
in  advance  any  extensions  of  the  suffrage  that  in  any  of  the 
states  might  grow  out  of  the  development  of  republican  insti- 
tutions.   Had  the  convention  established  a  freehold  or  other 

♦  Gilpin,  1252  ;  Elliot,  886,  887.  t  Gilpin,  1254 ;  EUiot,  888. 

t  Gilpin,  1258 ;  Elliot,  887.  •  Gilpin,  1265 ;  EUiot,  888. 
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qualification  of  its  own,  it  must  have  taken  upon  itself  the 
introduction  of  this  restriction  into  every  one  of  the  states  of 
the  union.  x 

On  the  question  of  representation  the  only  embarrassment 
that  remained  grew  out  of  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  detail  which  sanctioned  the  perpetual  continuance 
of  the  slave-trade.    Everywhere,  always,  by  everybody,  in  stat- 
utes alike  of  Virginia  and  South  Carolina,  in  speeches,  in  let-   • 
ters,  slavery  in  those  days  was  spoken  of  as  an  evil.    Every-   ' 
where  in  the  land,  the  free  negro  always,  the  slave  from  the    ; 
instant  of  his  emancipation,  belonged  to  the  class  of  citizens,    { 
though  in  Yirginia,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  in  Dela-    ]} 
ware,  for  all  except  those  who  before  1787  had  already  ac- 
quired the  elective  franchise,*  color  barred  the  way  to  the 
ballot-box.    The  convention  did  nothing  to  diminish  die  rights    ' 
of  black  men ;  and,  to  the  incapacities  under  which  they  labored 
in  any  of  the  states,  it  was  careful  to  add  no  new  one.    Madi- 
son, in  the  following  February,  recommending  the  constitution 
for  ratification,  writes :  '^  It  is  admitted  that,  if  the  laws  were 
to  restore  the  rights  which  have  been  taken  away,  the  negroes 
could  no  longer  be  refnsed  an  equal  share  of  representation 
with  the  other  inhabitants."  f    The  convention  had  agreed  to 
the  enumeration  of  two  fifths  of  the  slaves  in  the  representa- 
tive population;  but  a  new  complication  was  introduced  by 
the  sanction  which  the  committee  of  detail  had  lent  to  the  per- 
petuity of  the  slave-trade. 

King  had  hoped  for  some  compromise  on  the  subject  of 
the  slave-trade  and  slavery.  "I  never  can  agree,"  said  he,  in 
the  debate  of  the  eighth,  "  to  let  slaves  be  imported  without 
limitation  of  time,  and  be  represented  in  the  national  legisla- 
ture." t 

Gouvemeur  Morris  then  moved  that  there  should  be  no 
representation  but  of  "  free  inhabitants."  "  I  never  will  con- 
cur in  upholding  domestic  slavery.  It  is  a  nefarious  institu- 
tion. It  is  the  curse  of  heaven  on  the  states  where  it  prevails. 
Compare  the  iree  regions  of  the  middle  states,  where  a  rich 
and  noble  cultivation  marks  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of 

♦  I  80  intcrppct  the  Delaware  statute  of  1787.  t  Federalist,  No.  lb. 

t  Gilpin,  1262;  EUiot,  802. 
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the  people,  with  the  misery  and  poverty  which  overepread  the 
barren  wastes  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  the  other  states 
having  slaves.    Travel  through  the  whole  continent,  and  you 
behold  the  prospect  continually  varying  with  the  appearance 
and  disappearance  of  slavery.    The  moment  you  leave  the 
eastern  states  and  enter  New  York,  the  effects  of  the  institu- 
tion become  visible.    Passing  through  the  Jerseys  and  enter- 
ing Pennsylvania,  every  criterion  of  superior  improvement 
witnesses  the  change ;  proceed  southwardly,  and  every  step 
you  take  through  the  great  regions  of  slaves  presents  a  desert 
increasing  with  the  increasing  proportion  of  these  wretched 
beings.    Upon  what  prmciple  shall  slaves  be  computed  in  the 
representation  ?    Are  they  men  t    Then  make  them  citizens, 
and  let  them  vote.    Are  they  property?    Why,  then,  is  no 
other  property  included  ?    The  houses  in  this  city  are  worth 
more  than  all  the  wretched  slaves  who  cover  the  rice-swamps 
of  South  Carolina.    The  admission  of  slaves  into  the  represen- 
tation, when  fairly  explained,  comes  to  this :  that  the  inhabit- 
ant of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  who  goes  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  in  defiance  of  the  most  sacred  laws  of  humanity 
tears  away  his  fellow-creatures  from  their  dearest  connections 
and  damns  them  to  the  most  cruel  bondage,  shall  have  more 
votes  in  a  government  instituted  for  protection  of  the  rights  of 
mankind  than  the  citizen  of  Pennsylvania  or  New  Jersey,  who 
views  with  a  laudable  horror  so  nefarious  a  practice.    I  wfll  add, 
that  domestic  slavery  is  the  most  prominent  feature  in  the  aris- 
tocratic countenance  of  the  proposed  constitution.    The  vassal- 
age of  the  poor  has  ever  been  tie  favorite  ofepring  of  aristoc- 
racy.   And  what  is  the  proposed  compensation  to  tiie  northern 
states  for  a  sacrifice  of  every  principle  of  right,  of  every  im- 
pulse of  humanity  ?    They  are  to  bind  themselves  to  march 
their  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  southern  states  against  those 
very  slaves  of  whom  they  complain.     They  must  supply  vessels 
and  seamen,  in  case  of  foreign  attack.    The  legislature  will 
have  indefinite  power  to  tax  them  by  excises  and  duties  on  im- 
ports, both  of  which  will  fall  heavier  on  them  than  on  the 
southern  inhabitants.    On  the  other  side,  the  southern  states 
are  not  to  be  restrained  from  importing  fresh  supplies  of 
wretched  Africans,  at  once  to  increase  the  danger  of  attack  and 
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the  diflScnlty  of  defence ;  naj,  they  are  to  be  encouraged  to  it 
by  an  assurance  of  havmg  their  yotes  in  the  national  govern- 
ment increased  in  proportion ;  and  are,  at  the  same  time,  to 
have  their  exports  and  their  slaves  exempt  from  all  contribu- 
tions for  the  public  service.  I  will  sooner  submit  myself  to  a 
tax  for  paying  for  all  the  negroes  in  the  United  States  than 
saddle  posterity  with  such  a  constitution."  *  Dayton  seconded 
the  motion,  that  his  sentiments  on  the  subject  might  appear, 
whatever  might  be  the  fate  of  the  amendment.!  Charles 
Pinckney  "  considered  the  fisheries  and  the  western  frontier  as 
more  burdensome  to  the  United  States  than  the  slaves.":]: 
Wilson  thought  an  agreement  to  the  clause  would  be  no  bar  to 
the  object  of  the  motion,  which  itself  was  premature.  New 
Jersey  voted  aye,  ten  states  in  the  negative.  So  ended  the 
skirmish  preliminary  to  the  stm^le  on  the  continuance  of  the 
slave-trade. 

Great  as  was  the  advance  from  the  articles  of  the  confeder- 
acy, the  new  grants,  not  less  than  the  old  ones,  of  power  to  the 
legislature  of  the  United  States  to  lay  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises,  and  collect  them ;  to  regulate  foreign  and  domes- 
tic commerce ;  alone  to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value  of 
foreign  coin;  to  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures; 
and  establish  post-offices,  were  accepted  on  the  sixteenth,  with 
little  difference  of  opinion.*^ 

No  one  disputed  the  necessity  of  clothing  the  United 
States  with  power  "  to  borrow  money."  The  committee  of  de- 
tail added  a  continuance  of  the  permission  ^^  to  emit  bills  on 
the  credit  of  the  United  States."  |  Four  years  before,  Hamil- 
ton, in  his  careful  enumeration  of  the  defects  in  the  conf eder^ 
ation,  pronounced  that  this  authority  "  to  emit  an  unfunded 
paper  as  the  sign  of  value  ought  not  to  continue  a  formal  jwui; 
of  the  constitution,  nor  ever,  hereafter,  to  be  employed ;  being, 
in  its  nature,  pregnant  with  abuses,  and  liable  to  be  made  the 
engine  of  imposition  and  fraud;  holding  out  temptations 
equally  pernicious  to  the  integrity  of  government  and  to  the 
morals  of  the  people."  ^ 

♦  Gflpln,  1263-1265 ;  ElUot,  892,  893.        •  Gilpio,  1843 ;  Elliot,  484. 
t  Gilpin,  1265;  Elliot,  898.  |  Gilpin,  1232;  Elliot,  878. 

i  GUpin,  1265,  12C6 ;  ElUot,  898-897.        ^  Hamilton's  Worlcs,  a,  271. 
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Gouvemeur  Morris  on  the  fifteenth  recited  the  history  of 
paper  emissions  and  the  perseyerance  of  the  legislative  assem- 
Llies  in  repeating  them,  though  well  aware  of  all  their  distress- 
ing  effects,  and  drew  the  inference  that,  were  the  national  legis- 
latore  formed  and  a  war  to  break  out,  this  roinous  expedient, 
if  not  guarded  against,  would  be  again  resorted  to.*  On  the 
sixteenth  he  moved  to  strike  out  the  power  to  emit  bills  on  the 
credit  of  the  United  States.  "  If  the  United  States,"  said  he, 
"have  credit,  such  bills  will  be  unnecessary ;  if  they  have  not, 
they  will  be  unjust  and  useless."  f  Butler  was  urgent  for  dis- 
arming the  government  of  such  a  power,  and  seconded  the 
motion.  1^    It  obtained  the  acquiescence  of  Madison. 

Mason  of  Virginia  "  had  a  mortal  hatred  to  paper  money, 
yet,  as  he  could  not  foresee  all  emergencies,  he  was  unwilling 
to  tie  the  hands  of  the  legislature.  The  late  war  could  not 
have  been  carried  on  had  such  a  prohibition  existed."  ^  "  The 
power,"  said  Gorham,  "  as  far  as  it  will  be  necessary  or  safe,  is 
involved  in  that  of  borrowing  money."  |  Mercer  of  Maiy- 
land  was  unwilling  to  deny  to  the  government  a  discretion  on 
this  point ;  besides,  he  held  it  impolitic  to  excite  the  opposition 
to  the  constitution  of  all  those  who,  like  himself,  were  friends 
to  paper  money.-^  "This,"  said  Ellsworth,  "is  a  favorable 
moment  to  shut  and  bar  the  door  against  paper  money,  which 
can  in  no  case  be  necessary.  The  power  may  do  harm,  never 
good.  Give  the  government  credit,  and  other  resources  will 
offer."  ^  Eandolph,  notwithstanding  his  antipathy  to  paper 
money,  could  not  foresee  all  the  occasions  that  might  arise.  J 
"  Paper  money,"  said  "Wilson,  "  can  never  succeed  while  its 
mischiefs  are  remembered ;  and,  as  long  as  it  can  be  resorted 
to,  it  will  be  a  bar  to  other  resources."  $  "Bather  than  give 
the  power,"  said  John  Langdon  of  New  Hampshire,  "  I  would 
reject  the  whole  plan."  J 

With  the  full  recollection  of  the  need,  or  seeming  need,  of 
paper  money  in  the  revolution,  with  the  menace  of  danger  in 

♦  Gilpin,  1884;  Elliot,  420.  ^  Gilpin,  1844,  1846;  Elliot,  486. 

f  Gilpin,  1848 ;  Elliot,  484.  (  Gilpin,  1S46 ;  EUiot,  436. 

t  Gilpin,  1344 ;  Elliot,  484.  J  Ibid. 

«  Ihld.  I  Ibid. 

I  GHpin,  1844  ;  ElUot,  435.  %  Gilpin,  1840  ;  Elliot,  485. 
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future  time  of  war  from  its  prohibition,  authority  to  issue  bilk 
of  credit  that  should  be  legal-tender  was  refused  to  the  general 
government  by  the  vote  of  nine  states  against  New  Jersey 
and  Maryland.  It  was  Madison  who  decided  the  vote  of  Vir- 
ginia; and  he  has  left  his  testimony  that  "the  pretext  for  a 
paper  currency,  and  particularly  for  making  the  biUs  a  tender, 
eitiier  for  public  or  private  debts,  was  cut  off."  This  is  the 
interpretation  of  the  clause,  made  at  the  time  of  its  adoption 
alike  by  its  authors  and  by  its  opponents,*  accepted  by  all  the 
statesmen  of  that  age,  not  open  to  dispute  because  too  clear  for 
argument,  and  never  disputed  so  long  as  any  one  man  who  took 
part  in  framing  the  constitution  remained  alive. 

History  can  not  name  a  man  who  has  gained  enduring 
honor  by  causing  the  issue  of  paper  money.    Wherever  such 

*  For  Madison's  narrattve  and  opinion,  see  Gilpin,  l.S4i-1346,  and  note  on 
1346 ;  Elliot,  484,  436.  The  accuracy  of  the  historical  sketch  of  Luther  Martin, 
oflBcially  addressed,  27  January  1788,  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates  of 
Maryland,  has  in  ninety-six  years  never  been  questioned.  It  may  be  found  in 
Elliot,  i.,  869,  870,  and  is  as  follows : 

*'  By  our  original  Articles  of  Confederation,  the  congress  have  power  to  borrow 
money  and  emit  bills  of  credit  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States ;  agreeable  to 
which  was  the  report  on  this  system  as  made  by  the  committee  of  detail.  When  we 
came  to  this  part  of  the  report,  a  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  words  *  to  emit 
bills  of  credit'  Against  the  motion  we  urged  that  it  would  be  improper  to  deprive 
the  congress  of  that  power ;  that  it  would  be  a  novelty  unprecedented  to  establish 
a  government  which  should  not  have  such  authority ;  that  it  was  impossible  to  look 
forward  into  futurity  so  far  as  to  decide  that  events  might  not  happen  that  should 
render  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  absolutely  necessary ;  and  that  we  doubted 
whether,  if  a  war  should  take  place,  it  would  be  possible  for  this  country  to  defend 
itself  without  having  recourse  to  paper  credit,  in  which  case  there  would  be  a 
necessity  of  becoming  a  prey  to  our  enemies  or  violating  the  constitution  of  our 
government ;  and  that,  considering  the  administration  of  the  government  would  be 
principally  in  the  hands  of  the  wealthy,  there  could  be  little  reason  to  fear  an 
abuse  of  the  power  by  an  unnecessary  or  injurious  exerdse  of  it.  But,  sir,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  convention,  being  wise  beyond  every  event,  and  being  willing  to  risk 
any  political  evil  rather  than  admit  the  idea  of  a  paper  emission  in  any  possible 
case,  refused  to  trust  this  authority  to  a  government  to  which  they  were  lavishing 
the  most  unlimited  powers  of  taxation,  and  to  the  mercy  of  whidi  they  were  will- 
ing blindly  to  trust  the  liberty  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  every  state  in  the 
union ;  and  they  erased  that  clause  from  the  system.** 

With  regard  to  the  paper  money  issued  during  the  late  dvil  war,  congress 
healed  the  difficulty  by  obtaining,  in  the  fourteenth  amendment,  from  the  whole 
country  what  may  be  regarded  as  an  act  of  indemnity ;  and,  while  the  country 
made  itself  responsible  for  the  debt  which  was  contracted,  the  amendment  pre 
served  the  original  clause  of  the  constitution  in  its  full  integrity  and  rigor. 
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paper  has  been  employed,  it  has  in  every  case  thrown  upon  its 
authors  the  burden  of  exculpation  under  the  plea  of  pressing 
necessity. 

Paper  money  has  no  hold,  and  from  its  very  nature  can  ac- 
quire no  hold,  on  the  conscience  or  affections  of  the  people. 
It  impairs  all  certainty  of  possession,  and  taxes  none  so  heavily 
as  the  class  who  earn  their  scant  possession  by  daily  labor.  It 
injures  the  husbandman  by  a  twofold  diminution  of  the  ex- 
changeable value  of  his  harvest.  It  is  the  favorite  of  those 
who  seek  gain  without  willingness  to  toil ;  it  is  the  deadly  foe 
of  industry.  No  powerful  political  party  ever  permanently 
rested  for  support  on  the  theory  that  it  is  wise  and  right  No 
statesman  has  been  thought  weU  of  by  his  kind  in  a  succeeding 
generation  for  having  been  its  promoter.* 

In  the  plan  of  government,  concerted  between  the  members 
from  Connecticut,  especially  Sherman  and  Ellsworth,  there  was 
this  further  article :  "  That  the  legislatures  of  the  individual 
states  ought  not  to  possess  a  right  to  emit  bills  of  credit  for  a 
currency,  or  to  make  any  tender  laws  for  the  payment  or  dis- 
charge of  debts  or  contracts  in  any  manner  difEerent  from  the 
agreement  of  the  parties,  or  in  any  manner  to  obstruct  or  im- 
pede the  recovery  of  debts,  whereby  the  interests  of  foreigners 
or  the  citizens  of  any  other  state  may  be  affected."t 

The  committee  of  detail  had  reported :  "  No  state,  without 
the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  the  United  States,  shall  emit 
bills  of  credit.  With  a  nobler  and  safer  trust  in  the  power  of 
truth  and  right  over  opinion,  Sherman  on  the  twenty-eighth, 
scorning  compromise,  cried  out :  "  This  is  the  favorable  crisis 
for  crushing  paper  money,"  and,  joining  Wilson,  they  two  pro- 
posed to  make  the  prohibition  absolute.    Gorham  feared  that 

♦  This  paragraph  is  a  reiy  feeble  abetract  of  the  avowed  convictions  of  the 
great  statesmen  and  jurists  who  made  the  constitution.  Their  words  are  homely 
and  direct  condemnation ;  and  they  come  not  from  one  party.  Richard  Henry 
Lee  is  as  strong  in  his  denunciation  as  Washington,  Sherman,  or  Robert  R.  Living- 
ston. WiUiam  Paterson  of  New  Jersey  wrote  in  1786  as  foUows :  "  An  facrcase 
of  paper  money,  especially  if  it  be  a  tender,  will  destroy  what  little  credit  is  left; 
will  bewilder  consdence  in  the  mazes  of  dishonest  speculations ;  will  allure  some 
and  oonstndn  others  into  the  perpetration  of  knavish  tricks ;  will  turn  vice  into  a 
legal  virtue ;  and  sanctify  iniquity  by  law,"  etc— From  the  holograph  of  William 
Paterson* 

f  Sherman's  Ute^  in  Biography  of  the  Signers,  IL,  48. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1787.  THE  POWERS  OF  CONGRESS.  305 

the  absolute  prohibition  would  rouse  the  most  desperate  oppo- 
sition ;  but  four  northern  states  and  four  southern  states,  Mary- 
land being  divided,  New  Jersey  absent,  and  Virginia  alone  in 
the  n^ative,  placed  in  the  constitution  these  unequivocal  words : 
"No  state  shall  emit  bills  of  credit*^  The  second  part  of  the 
clause,  "  No  state  shall  make  anything  but  gold  and  silver  coin! 
a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,"  was  accepted  without  a  dissen- 1 
tient  state.  So  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  is  to  be  the  end 
forever  of  paper  money,  whether  issued  by  the  several  states 
or  by  the  United  states,  if  the  constitution  shall  be  rightly  in- 
terpreted and  honestly  obeyed. 

It  was  ever  the  wish  of  Sherman  and  Ellsworth  to  prohibitl 
"  the  discharge  of  debts  or  contracts  in  any  manner  different 
from  the  agreement  of  the  parties."    Among  the  aggressions 
made  by  the  states  on  the  rights  of  other  states,  Madison,  in 
his  enumeration,^  names  the  enforced  payment  of  debts  in , 
•  paper  money,  the  enforced  discharge  of  debts  by  the  convey-  , 
ance  of  land  or  other  property,  the  instalment  of  debts,  and  the  . 
** occlusion"  of  courts.    For  the  last  two  of  these  wrongs  no  * 
remedy  was  as  yet  provided. 

King  moved  to  add,  as  in  the  ordinance  of  congress  for  the  I  . 
establishment  of  new  states,  "  a  prohibition  on  the  states  to  in-  I 
terfere  in  private  contracts." f  "This  would  be  going  too  I 
far,"  interposed  Gouvemeur  Morris.  "There  are  a  thousand 
laws  relating  to  bringing  actions,  limitations  of  actions,  and 
the  like,  which  aSect  contracts.  The  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  will  be  a  protection  in  cases  within  their  juris- 
diction ;  within  the  state  itself  a  majority  must  rule,  whatever 
may  be  the  mischief  done  among  themselves."  X  "  Why,  then, 
prohibit  bills  of  credit?"  inquired  Sherman.  Wilson  was  in 
favor  of  King's  motion.  Madison  admitted  that  inconveni- 
ences might  arise  from  such  a  prohibition,  but  thought  on  the 
whole  its  utility  would  overbalance  them.  He  conceived,  how- 
ever, that  a  n^ative  on  the  state  laws  could  alone  secure  the 
end.  Evasions  might  and  would  be  devised  by  the  ingenuity 
of  legislatures.*  His  colleague  Mason  replied:  "The  mo- 
tion "  of  Bang  "is  carrying  the  restraint  too  far.    Cases  will 

*  Madison,  I.,  821.  t  I^id. 

t  Gilpin,  1448 ;  ElUot,  485.  •  ftid. 
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happen  that  cannot  be  foreseen,  where  some  kind  of  interfe^ 
enee  will  be  proper  and  essential"  He  mentioned  the  case  of 
limiting  the  period  for  bringing  actions  on  open  account,  that 
of  bonds  after  a  lapse  of  time,  asking  whether  it  was  proper  to 
tie  the  hands  of  the  states  from  making  provision  in  snch 
cases.* 

"The  answer  to  these  objections  is,"  Wilson  explained, 
"  that  retrospective  interferences  only  are  to  be  prohibited." 
"  Is  not  that  already  done,"  asked  Madison,  "  by  the  prohibi- 
tion of  ex  post  facto  laws,  which  will  oblige  the  judges  to  de- 
clare snch  interferences  null  and  void  ? "  t  But  the  prohibL 
tion  which,  on  the  motion  of  Gerry  and  McHenry,  had  been 
adopted  six  days  before,  was  a  limitation  on  the  powers  of  con- 
gress. Instead  of  King's  motion,  Rutledge  advised  to  extend 
that  limitation  to  the  individual  states ;  %  and  accordingly  they, 
too,  were  now  forbidden  to  pass  bills  of  attainder  or  ex  post 
facto  laws  by  the  vote  of  seven  states  against  Connecticut, . 
Maryland,  and  Virginia,  Massachusetts  being  absent  So  the 
motion  of  King,  which  had  received  hearty  support  only  from 
Wilson,  was  set  aside  by  a  very  great  majority. 

The  next  morning  "  Dickinson  mentioned  to  the  house  that, 
on  examining  Blackstone's  Commentaries,  he  found  that  the 
term  ex  post  facto  related  to  criminal  cases  only ;  that  the 
words  would  consequently  not  restrain  the  states  from  retro- 
spective laws  in  civil  cases ;  and  that  some  further  provision 
for  this  purpose  would  be  requisite."  ^  Of  this  remark  the 
convention  at  the  moment  took  no  note ;  and  the  clause  of 
Butledge  was  left  in  the  draft  then  making  of  the  constitution, 
as  the  provision  against  the  "  stay  laws  and  occlusion  of  courts" 
so  much  warned  against  by  Madison,  "the  payment  or  dis- 
charge of  debts  or  contracts  in  any  manner  different  from  the 
agreement  of  the  parties,"  as  demanded  by  Sherman  and  EUs- 
worih.  I 

♦  Gilpin,  1448 ;  Elliot,  4S5.  \  Gilpin,  1899,  1444 ;  Elliot,  462,  485. 

X  Ez  pod  fado^  not  retrospectire,  was  the  form  used  bj  Rutledge.  Correct 
Gilpin,  1444,  by  the  Journal  of  the  Ck>nyention,  in  EUiot,  I,  271,  and  compare 
ElUot,  i.,  267.  •  Gilpin,  1460 ;  EUiot,  488. 

I  That  no  other  motion  in  form  or  substance  was  adopted  by  the  conTcntioii 
tUl  after  the  draft  went  into  the  hands  of  the  committee  of  style  and  revisioo,  ap- 
pears from  a  most  careful  comparison  of  the  printed  journal  of  the  oonrention,  of 
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Among  the  prohibitionB  on  the  states  which  the  committee 
of  detail  reported  on  the  twenty-eighth,  was  that  of  laying  du- 
ties on  imports.  "Particular  states,"  observed  Mason,  "may 
wish  to  encourage  by  impost  duties  certain  manufactures  for 
which  they  enjoy  natural  advantage,  as  Virginia  the  manufac- 
ture of  hemp,  etc"  *  Madison  replied :  "  The  encouragement 
of  manufactures  in  that  mode  requires  duties,  not  only  on  im- 
ports directly  from  foreign  countries,  but  from  the  other  states 
in  the  union,  which  would  revive  all  the  mischiefs  experienced 
from  the  want  of  a  general  government  o\;er  conm[ierce."t 
King  proposed  to  extend  the  prohibition  not  to  imports  only, 
but  also  to  exports,  so  as  to  prohibit  the  states  from  taxing 
either.  Sherman  added,  that,  even  with  the  consent  of  the 
United  States,  the  several  states  should  not  levy  taxes  on  im- 
portations except  for  the  use  of  the  United  States.  This  move- 
ment Qouvemeur  Morris  supported  as  a  regulation  necessary 
to  prevent  the  Atlantic  states  from  endeavoring  to  tax  the 
western  states  and  promote  their  separate  interest  by  opposing 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  which  would  drive  the  west- 
em  people  into  the  arms  of  Great  Britain.  Geoige  Clymer 
of  Pennsylvania  "  thought  the  encouragement  of  the  western 
country  was  suicide  on  the  part  of  the  old  states.  If  the  states 
have  such  different  interests  that  they  cannot  be  left  to  regu- 
late their  own  manufactures,  without  encountering  the  interests 
of  other  states,  it  is  a  proof  that  they  are  not  fit  to  compose 
one  nation."  J  King  did  not  wish  to  "  interfere  too  much  with 
the  policy  of  states  respecting  their  manufactures,"  holding 
that  such  a  policy  of  protection  in  a  separate  state  might  be 
necessary.  "  Revenue,"  he  reminded  the  house,  "  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  general  legislature."  **  By  a  large  majority  the  pro- 
hibition on  the  several  states  of  taJdng  imports  was  made  de- 
pendent on  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  the  United  States ; 

its  journal  as  prescnred  in  manuscript,  of  every  scrap  of  paper  containing  any  mo- 
tion or  sketch  of  a  motion  preserved  among  the  records  of  the  convention  in  the 
slate  department,  of  the  debntes  of  the  convention  as  reported  by  Madison,  and  of 
the  several  copies  of  the  broadside  which  were  used  for  the  entry  of  amendments 
by  Washington,  by  Madison,  by  Brearley,  by  Oilman,  by  Johnson,  and  another, 
which  seems  to  be  that  of  the  secretary,  Jackson. 

*  (lilpin,  1445  ;  Elliot,  480.  J  Gilpin,  1446,  1447 ;  Elliot,  487. 

t  Ibid.  «  Gilpin,  1447 ;  EUiot,  478. 
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and  with  this  limitation  it  was  carried  without  a  dissendent 
vote.  The  extending  of  the  prohibition  to  exports  obtained  a 
majority  of  but  one.  That  taxes  on  imports  or  exports  by  the 
states,  even  with  the  consent  of  the  United  Stat^  should  be 
exclusively  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  gained  every  state 
bat  Massachusetts  and  Maryland.  The  power  to  protect  do- 
mestic manufactures  by  imposts  was  taken  away  from  the 
states,  and,  so  far  as  it  is  incident  to  the  raising  of  revenue,  was 
confined  to  the«United  States. 

The  country  had  been  filled  with  schemes  for  a  division  of 
the  thirteen  states  into  two  or  more  separate  groups ;  the  con- 
vention, following  its  conmiittee  of  detail,  would  suffer  no 
state  to  enter  into  any  confederation,  or  even  into  a  treaty  or 
alliance  with  any  confederation.  The  restriction  was  absolute. 
To  make  it  still  more  clear  and  peremptory,  it  was  repeated 
and  enlarged  in  another  article,  which  declared  not  only  that 
'^  no  state  shall  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with  any 
foreign  power,"  but  that  "  no  state  shall  enter  into  any  agree- 
ment or  compact  with  any  other  state."  *  Each  state  was  con- 
fined in  its  government  strictly  to  its  own  duties  within  itself. 

As  to  slavery,  it  was  by  a  unanimous  consent  treated  as  a 
sectional  interest;  freedom  existed  in  all  the  states;  slavery 
was  a  relation  established  within  a  state  by  its  own  law.  Un- 
der the  sovereignty  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  the  laws  of  a 
colony  did  not  on  British  soil  prevail  over  the  imperial  law. 
In  like  manner  in  America,  a  slave  in  one  American  colony, 
finding  himself  on  the  soil  of  another,  was  subject  only  to  the 
laws  of  the  colony  in  which  he  might  be  found.  It  remained 
so  on  the  declaration  of  independence ;  not  as  an  innovation, 
but  as  the  continuance  of  an  established  fact  The  articles  of 
confederation  took  no  note  of  slavery,  except  by  withholding 
the  privileges  of  interdtizenship  from  the  slave.  The  enu- 
meration of  slaves  was  in  the  distribution  of  political  power  a 
matter  of  indifference  so  long  as  congress  voted  by  states  and 
proportioned  its  requisitions  of  revenue  to  wealth  alone. 

In  framing  a  constitution  in  which  representation  in  one 
branch  of  the  legislature  was  made  to  depend  on  population, 
it  became  the  political  interest  of  the  states  in  which  slaves 

•  Artide  xm.    Gilpin,  1239,  1447;  Elliot,  881,  481 
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abounded  to  have  them  included  in  the  enumeration  of  the 
population  equally  with  the  free  negroes  and  the  whites.  They 
so  far  succeeded  that  the  slave  inhabitants  were  held  to  be  a 
part  of  the  grand  aggregate  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  < 
and  as  such  were  entitled  to  bring  a  proportional  increase  of 
representation  to  the  state  in  which  they  abode.  For  this  pur- 
pose of  representation  the  slaves  were  by  a  compromise  allowed 
to  be  counted,  but  only  as  three  out  of  five ;  should  the  master 
see  fit  to  liberate  the  slave,  he  became  at  once  a  free  inhabitant 
and  a  citizen  with  the  right  of  intercitizenship,  and  of  being 
counted  equally  in  the  representative  population. 

Intercitizenship  was  the  life-blood  of  the  union.  The  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  detail,  changing  only  the  words  "  free 
inhabitants  "  for  "  citizens,*'  followed  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion in  declaring  that  ^^  the  citizens  of  each  state  shall  be  en- 
titled to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
states."  *  The  slave  remained  a  slave,  but  only  in  states  whose 
local  laws  permitted  it. 

After  three  weeks'  reflection,  Cotesworth  Pinckney,  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  August,  avowed  himself  not  satisfied  with  the 
article ;  he  wished  that  ^^  some  provision  should  be  included  in 
favor  of  property  in  slaves."  The  article  was  nevertheless 
adopted,  but  not  unanimously ;  South  Carolina  voted  against 
it,  and  Oeorgia  was  divided,  showing  that  discontent  with  the 
want  of  the  protection  to  slavery  was  seated  in  their  breasts, 
even  so  far  as  to  impugn  the  great  principle  which  was  a 
necessary  condition  of  union.f 

The  convention  proceeded  with  its  work,  and  proposed  that 
any  person  who  should  flee  from  justice  should  be  delivered 
up  on  the  demand  of  the  executive  of  the  state  from  which  he 
fled.  Butler  and  Charles  Pinckney  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
to  require  fugitive  slaves  to  be  delivered  up  like  criminals. 
"  This,"  answered  Wilson,  "  would  oblige  the  executive  of  tlie 
state  to  do  it  at  the  public  expense."  ^^The  public,"  said 
Sherman,  ^^  can  with  no  more  propriety  seize  and  surrender  a 
slave  or  servant  than  a  horse."  Butler  withdrew  his  motion 
and  the  article  as  proposed  was  unanimously  adopted.  X 

•  Gilpin,  1240;  EUiot,  881.  f  ^Upin,  1447;  ElUot,  487. 

t  GUpin,  1447,  1448;  ElUot,  487. 
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The  convention  wsb  not  unprepared  to  adopt  a  fugitive 
slave  law,  for  such  a  clause  formed  a  part  of  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  adopted  in  the  preceding  July  for  the  government  of 
the  north-western  territory.  On  the  twenty-ninth,  Butler,  after 
the  opportunity  of  reflection  and  consultation,  offered  a  pro- 
posal :  ^  That  the  fugitive  slaves  escaping  into  another  state 
shall  be  delivered  up  to  the  person  justly  claiming  their  ser- 
vice or  labor."  This  for  the  moment  was  agreed  to  without 
dissent^  The  trouble  and  expense  of  making  the  daim  fell 
on  the  slave-holder ;  the  language  of  the  article  did  not  clearly 
point  out  by  whom  the  runaway  slave  was  to  be  delivered  up. 

*  GUpin,  1456 ;  EUiot,  49%,    Compare  GQpin,  1658 ;  Elliot,  554. 
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CHAPTER  Vm. 

THE  CONSTmrnON  IN  DETAIL.      THE  POWEBS  OF  OONGBESS, 

coirriNnED. 
Fbom  the  Middle  to  the  End  of  Auoitst  1787. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  August,  Butledge  insisted  that  it  was 
necessary  and  expedient  for  the  United  States  to  assume  ^^  all 
the  state  debts."  A  committee  of  eleven,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  on  the  twenty-first  reported  a  grant  of  power  to 
the  United  States  to  assume  '^the  debts  of  the  several  states 
incurred  during  the  late  war  for  the  common  defence  and  gen- 
eral welfare."  But  the  states  which  had  done  the  most  toward 
discharging  their  obligations  were  unwilling  to  share  equally 
the  burdens  of  those  which  had  done  the  least ;  and  the  con- 
vention, adopting  on  the  twenty-fifth  the  language  of  Ban- 
dolph,  affirmed  no  more  than  ^at  the  engagements  of  the 
confederation  should  be  equally  valid  against  the  United  States 
under  this  constitution.^ 

The  convention,  on  the  seventeenth,  agreed  with  its  com- 
mittee in  giving  jurisdiction  to  the  United  States  over  the 
crime  of  counterfeiting  their  coins  and  over  crimes  committed 
on  the  high  seas,  or  against  the  law  of  nations.t 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  detail  gave  power  to  con- 
gress ^^  to  subdue  a  rebellion  in  any  state  on  the  application  of 
its  legislature."  Martin,  on  the  seventeenth,  approved  the 
limitation  to  which  Charles  Pinckney,  Gouvemeur  Morris,  and 
Langdon  objected.  Ellsworth  moved  to  dispense  with  the  ap- 
plication of  the  legislature  of  the  rebellious  state  when  that 
body  could  not  meet.    "  Gerry  was  against  letting  loose  the 

♦  Gilpin,  1426 ;  Elliot,  476.  f  Gi^P^ni  1849 ;  Elliot,  487. 
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myrmidoiis  of  the  United  States  on  a  state  without  its  own 
consent  The  states  will  be  the  best  jndges  in  such  cases. 
More  blood  wonld  have  been  spilt  in  Massachusetts  in  the  late 
insurrection  if  the  general  aathority  had  intenneddled."  The 
motion  of  EDsworth  ¥ras  adopted ;  but  it  weighed  down  the 
measure  itself^  which  obtained  onlj  fonr  votes  against  four.* 

We  come  to  a  r^nlation  where  the  spirit  of  repubUcanism 
exercised  its  humanest  influence.  The  world  had  been  re- 
tarded in  dyilization,  impoverished  and  laid  waste  b j  wars  of 
the  personal  ambition  of  its  kings.  The  committee  of  detail 
and  the  convention,  in  the  interest  of  peace,  intrusted  the 
power  to  declare  war,  not  to  the  executive,  but  to  the  deliber- 
ate decision  of  the  two  branches  of  the  l^islature,t  each  of 
them  having  a  n^ative  on  the  other;  and  the  executive  re- 
taining his  negative  on  them  both. 

On  the  eighteenth  Madison  offered  a  series  of  propodtums, 
granting.powers  to  dispose  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States; 
to  institute  temporary  governments  for  new  states;  to  regulate 
affairs  with  the  Indians ;  to  exerdse  exdusivelj  legislative  au- 
thority at  the  seat  of  general  government ;  to  grant  charters  of 
incorporation  where  the  public  good  might  require  them  and 
the  authority  of  a  single  state  might  be  incompetent ;  to  secure 
to  authors  iheir  copyrights  for  a  limited  time;  to  establish  a 
university ;  to  encourage  discoveries  and  the  advancement  of 
useful  knowledge.  X  In  that  and  the  next  sitting  Charles 
Pinckney  proposed,  among  other  cessions,  to  grant  immunities 
for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  commerce,  trades,  and  manu- 
factures. They  were  all  unanimously  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  detaiL 

Gerry  would  have  an  army  of  two  or  three  thousand  *  at 
the  most ;  a  number  in  proportion  to  population  greater  than 
the  present  army  of  the  United  States.  The  power  to  raise 
and  support  armies  was,  however,  accepted  unanimously,  with 
no  "  fetter  on  "  it,  except  the  suggestion  then  made  by  Mason 
and  soon  formally  adopted,  that  "no  appropriation  for  that 
use  should  be  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years.'* 

♦  Gilpin,  I860,  1851 ;  EUiot,  487,  488.  •  Gilpla,  1860 ;  EUiot,  448. 

f  Gilpin,  1851 ;  EUiot,  488.    EUiot,  i.,  247. 
%  Gilpin,  1858, 1854,  1855 ;  ElUot,  480,  440. 
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The  idea  of  a  navy  was  welcome  to  the  conntry.  Jefferson 
thought  a  small  one  a  necessity.*  The  convention  accepted 
unanimously  the  clause  giving  power  "to  build  and  equip 
fleets ; "  or,  as  the  power  was  more  fitly  defined,  "  to  provide 
and  maintain  a  navy."  f 

The  report  gave  to  the  general  government  only  power  to 
call  forth  ^e  aid  of  the  militia,  j:  Mason  moved  to  grant  the 
further  power  of  its  regulation  and  discipline,  for  "  thirteen 
states  would  never  concur  in  any  one  system " ;  ^  but  he  re- 
served "  to  the  states  the  appointment  of  the  officers."  In  the 
opinion  of  Ellsworth,  the  motion  went  too  far.  "  The  militia 
should  be  under  rules  established  by  the  general  government 
when  in  actual  service  of  the  United  States.  The  whole  au- 
thority over  it  ought  by  no  means  to  be  taken  from  the  states. 
Their  consequence  would  pine  away  to  nothing  after  such  a 
sacrifice  of  power.  The  general  authority  could  not  suffi- 
ciently pervade  the  union  for  the  purpose,  nor  accommodate 
itself  to  the  local  genius  of  the  people."  Sherman  supported 
him.  "  My  opinion  is,"  said  Dickinson,  "  that  the  states  never 
ought  to  give  up  all  authority  over  the  militia,  and  never 
will"! 

Swayed  by  Dickinson,  Mason  modified  his  original  motion, 
which  C!otesworth  Pinckney  instantly  renewed.  A  grand 
committee  of  eleven,  to  which  this  among  other  subjects  was 
referred,  on  the  twenty-first  reported'^  that  the  legislature 
should  have  power  "to  make  laws  for  organizing,  arming,  and 
disciplining  the  Tm'liti5t^  and  for  governing  such  part  of  them 
as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States." 
Ellsworth  and  Sherman,  on  the  twenty-4hird,  accepted  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  clause,  but  resisted  the  former.  "  The  disci- 
pline of  the  militia,"  answered  Madison,  "is  evidently  a  na- 
tional concern,  and  ought  to  be  provided  for  in  the  national 
constitution."  And  the  clause  was  adopted  by  nine  states 
against  Connecticut  and  Maryland.  ^ 

*  Notes  on  Virginia,  end  of  the  answer  to  query  22 ;  Jeiferson,  i.,  692,  606 ; 
ii.,  211.  218 ;  Madison,  I,  196.  •  GUpin,  1356 ;  EUiot,  440. 

t  Gilpin,  1360;  Elliot,  443.  |  Gilpin,  1361, 1862;  EUiot,  443,  444. 

i  Gilpin,  1233  ;  EUiot.  879.  ^  GUpin,  18T8 ;  ElUot,  461. 

0  Gilpin,  1406,  1407;  ElUot,  466. 
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Madison  always  wished  to  reserve  to  the  United  States  the 
appointment  of  general  officers  in  the  militia.  This  Shennan 
pronounced  absolutely  inadmissible.  ^^As  the  states  are  not 
to  be  abolished,"  said  Gerry,  "I  wonder  at  the  attempts  to 
give  powers  inconsistent  with  their  existence.  A  civil  war 
may  be  produced  by  the  conflict  between  people  who  will  sup- 
port a  plan  of  vigorous  government  at  every  risk  and  others  of 
a  more  democratic  cast"  "  The  greatest  danger,"  said  Madi- 
son, '^  is  disunion  of  the  states ;  it  is  necessary  to  guard  against 
it  by  sufficient  powers  to  the  common  government ;  the  great- 
est danger  to  liberty  is  from  large  standing  armies ;  it  is  best 
to  prevent  them  by  an  effectual  provision  for  a  good  mihtia." 
Madison  gained  for  his  motion  only  Kew  Hampshire,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia.  The  appointment  of  officers  by  the 
states  was  then  agreed  to ;  and  the  states  were  to  train  the  mi- 
litia, but  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  the  United 
States.* 

The  power  "  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  ca^ 
rying  into  execution  the  powers  vested  by  this  constitution  in 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or 
office  thereof,"  was  so  clearly  necessary  that,  without  cavil  or 
remark,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to.f 

The  definition  of  treason  against  the  United  States,  though 
made  in  language  like  that  of  the  English  law,  took  notice  of 
the  federal  character  of  the  American  government  by  defining 
it  as  levying  war  against  the  United  States  or  any  one  of 
them ;  thus  reserving  to  the  United  States  the  power  to  punish 
treason,  whether  by  war  against  the  United  States  or  by  war 
against  a  state.  Johnson  was  of  opinion  that  there  could  be  no 
treason  against  a  particular  state  even  under  the  confederation, 
much  less  under  the  proposed  system.  Mason  answered: 
"The  United  States  will  have  a  qualified  sovereignty  only; 
the  individual  states  will  retain  a  part  of  the  sovereignty." 
"A  rebellion  in  a  state,"  said  Johnson,  "would  amount  to 
treason  against  the  supreme  sovereign,  the  United  States." 
"  Treason  against  a  state,"  said  King,  "  must  be  treason  agamst 
the  United  States."  Sherman  differed  from  him,  saying: 
"Resistance  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States  is  distm- 

♦  Gilpin,  1407, 1408;  EUiot,  466,  467.  f  OUpln,  1870;  Elliot,  447. 
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gaished  from  resistance  against  the  laws  of  a  particular  state." 
Ellsworth  added:  ^^The  United  States  are  sovereign  on  one 
side  of  the  line  dividing  the  jurisdictions,  the  states  on  the 
other.  Each  ought  to  have  power  to  defend  their  respective 
sovereignties.''  *  "  War  or  insurrection  against  a  member  of 
the  union/'  said  Dickinson,  ^^must  be  so  against  the  whole 
body."  The  clause  as  amended,  evading  the  question,  spoke 
only  of  treason  by  levying  war  against  the  United  States  or 
adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  or  comfort.  Ko 
note  was  taken  of  the  falsification  of  election  returns,  or  the 
dangers  peculiar  to  elective  governments.  Martin  relates  that 
he  wished  an  amendment  excepting  citizens  of  any  state  from 
the  penalty  of  treason,  when  they  acted  expressly  in  obedience 
to  the  authority  of  their  own  state ;  but  seeing  that  a  motion 
to  that  effect  would  meet  with  no  favor,  he  at  the  time  shut 
up  the  thought  within  his  own  breastf 

The  members  of  the  convention  long  held  in  "  recollection 
the  pain  and  diflSculty  which  the  subject  of  slavery  caused  in 
that  body,"  and  which  ^^  had  well-nigh  led  southern  states  to 
break  it  up  without  coming  to  any  determination."  X  The 
members  from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  were  moved  by  the 
extreme  desire  of  preserving  the  union  and  obtaining  an  effi- 
cient government ;  but  as  their  constituents  could  not  be  rec- 
onciled to  the  immediate  prohibition  of  the  slave-trade  by  the 
act  of  the  United  States,  they  demanded  that  their  states 
should  retain  on  that  subject  the  liberty  of  choice  which  all 
then  possessed  under  the  confederation.  Unwilling  to  break 
the  union  into  fragments,  the  committee  of  detail  proposed 
limitations  of  the  power  of  congress  to  regulate  commerce.  No 
tax  might  be  laid  on  exports,  nor  on  the  importation  of  slaves. 
As  to  the  slave-trade,  each  state  was  to  remain,  as  under  the 
articles  of  confederation,  free  to  import  such  persons  as  it 
*' should  think  proper  to  admit."    The  states  might,  one  by 

♦  GUpin,  1876;  EUlot,  450. 

f  Elliot, !.,  882,  883.  I  think  Martin  did  not  make  the  motion,  as  it  is  found 
neither  in  the  journal  nor  in  Madison.  Kis  narrative  is,  perhaps,  equivocal  His 
words  are:  "I  wished  to  hare  obtained '';  and  again:  **Bnt  this  provision  was 
not  adopted."    Here  is  no  assertion  that  he  made  the  motion. 

i  Baldwin*s  Speech  in  the  House,  12  February  1790. 
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one,  each  for  itself,  prohibit  the  slave-trade ;  not  the  United 
States  by  a  general  law.  This  decision  was  coupled  with  no 
demand  of  privileges  for  the  shipping  interest  Ellsworth,  in 
the  committee,  had  consented,  unconditionally,  that  no  naviga- 
tion act  should  be  passed  without  the  assent  of  two  thirds  of 
the  members  present  in  each  house. 

On  the  twenty-first  the  prohibition  to  tax  exports  was  car- 
ried by  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  with  the  five  most 
southern  states.  Thus  absolute  free  trade  as  to  exports  became 
a  part  of  the  f  ondamental  law  of  the  United  States.  The  vote 
of  Virginia  was  due  to  Mason,  Bandolph,  and  Blair ;  Washing- 
ton and  Madison  were  always  unwilling  to  seem  to  favor  a 
local  interest,  especially  a  southern  one,  and  were  ready  to 
trust  the  subject  to  the  general  government.* 

From  Muyland  came  a  voice  against  the  slave-trade.  For 
three  reasons  Martin  proposed  to  prohibit  or  to  tax  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves :  "  The  importation  of  slaves  affects  the  ap- 
portionment of  representation,  weakens  one  part  of  the  union 
which  the  other  parts  are  bound  to  protect,  and  dishonors  the 
principles  of  the  revolution  and  the  American  character." 

Eutledge  answered :  "  Eeligion  and  humaniiy  have  nothing 
to  do  with  this  question ;  interest  alone  is  the  governing  prin- 
ciple with  nations.  The  true  question  at  present  is,  whether 
the  southern  states  shall  or  shall  not  be  parties  to  the  union? 
If  the  northern  states  consult  their  interest  they  will  not  oppose 
the  increase  of  slaves,  which  will  increase  the  commodities,  of 
which  they  will  become  the  carriers."  Ellsworth,  spealdng 
consistently  with  the  respect  which  he  had  always  shown  for 
the  rights  of  the  states,  answered  :  ^^  I  am  for  leaving  the  clause 
as  it  stands.  Let  every  state  import  what  it  pleases.  The 
morality  or  wisdom  of  slavery  are  considerations  belonging  to 
the  states  themselves.  The  old  confederation  did  not  meddle 
with  this  point ;  and  I  do  not  see  any  greater  necessity  for 
bringing  it  within  the  policy  of  the  new  one."  "  South  Caro- 
lina," said  Charles  Pinckney,  "  can  never  receive  the  plan  if  it 
prohibits  the  slave-trade." 

The  debate  was  continued  through  the  next  day.  Sherman 
was  perplexed  between  his  belief  in  the  inherent  right  of  man 

•GUpln,1888;  £mot,466. 
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to  freedom  and  the  tenet  of  the  right  of  each  state  to  settle  ' 
for  itself  its  internal  affairs,  and  said :  ^^  I  disapprove  of  the  , 
slave-trade ;  yet,  as  the  states  are  now  possessed  of  the  right  ' 
to  import  slaves,  and  as  it  is  expedient  to  have  as  few  objec- 
tions as  possible  to  the  proposed  scheme  of  govenunent,  I 
think  it  best  to  leave  the  matter  as  we  find  it." 

Mason,  compressing  the  observation  of  a  long  life  into  %^ 
few  burning  words,  replied :  "  This  infernal  traffic  originated 
in  the  avarice  of  British  merchants ;  the  British  government 
constantly  checked  the  attempts  of  Virginia  to  put  a  stop  to 
it  The  present  question  concerns  not  the  importing  states 
alone,  but  the  whole  union.  Maryland  and  Yirginia  have  at 
ready  prohibited  the  importation  of  slaves  expressly;  North 
Carolina  has  done  the  same  in  substance.  All  this  would  be 
in  vain  if  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  be  at  liberty  to  import 
them.  The  western  people  are  ahready  calling  out  for  slaves 
for  their  new  lands,  and  will  fill  that  country  with  slaves  if 
they  can  be  got  through  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  Slavery 
discourages  arts  and  manufactures.  The  poor  despise  labor 
when  performed  by  slaves.  They  prevent  the  emigration  of 
whites,  who  really  enrich  and  strengthen  a  country.  They 
produce  the  most  pernicious  effect  on  manners.  Every  master 
of  slaves  is  bom  a  petty  tyrant.  They  bring  the  jud^poient  of 
heaven  on  a  country.  As  nations  cannot  be  rewarded  or  pun- 
ished in  the  next  world,  they  must  be  in  this.  By  an  inevi- 
table chain  of  causes  and  effects.  Providence  punishes  national 
sins  by  national  calamities.  I  lament  that  some  of  our  eastern 
brethren  have,  from  a  lust  of  gain,  embarked  in  this  nefarious 
traffic.  As  to  the  states  being  in  possession  of  the  right  to 
import,  this  is  the  case  with  many  other  rights,  now  to  be  prop- 
erly given  up.  I  hold  it  essential  in  every  point  of  view,  that 
the  general  government  should  have  power  to  prevent  the  in- 
crease of  slavery."  Mason  spoke  from  his  inmost  soul,  anxious 
for  freedom  and  right,  for  the  happiness  of  his  country  and  the 
welfare  of  mankind. 

To  words  of  such  intense  sincerity  Ellsworth  answered  with 
almost  mocking  irony :  ^^  As  I  have  never  owned  a  slave  I  can- 
not judge  of  the  effects  of  slavery  on  character.  If,  however, 
it  is  to  be  considered  in  a  moral  light,  we  ought  to  go  further 
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and  free  the  slaves  already  in  the  country.     Besides,  slaves 

multiply  so  fast  in  Virginia  and  Maryland  that  it  is  cheaper 

to  raise  than  import  them,  whilst  in  the  sickly  rice-swamps 

foreign  supplies  are  necessary ;  if  we  go  no  further  than  is 

urged,  we  shall  be  unjust  toward  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

)  Let  us  not  intermeddle.    As  population  increases,  poor  labor- 

^  ers  will  be  so  plenty  as  to  render  slaves  useless.    Slavery,  in 

time,  will  not  be  a  speck  in  our  country.    Provision  is  made 

:    in  Connecticut  for  abolishing  it ;  and  the  abolition  has  already 

taken  place  in  Massachusetts." 

^^  If  the  southern  states  are  let  alone,"  said  Charles  Finck- 
ney,  "  they  will  probably  of  themselves  stop  importations.  I 
would  myself,  as  a  citizen  of  South  Carolina,  vote  for  it" 

In  the  same  vein  Cotesworth  Pinckney  remarked:  "If  I 
and  aU  my  colleagues  were  to  sign  the  constitution  and  use  our 
personal  influence,  it  would  be  of  no  avail  toward  obtaining 
the  assent  of  our  constituents.  South  Carolina  and  (Georgia 
■  cannot  do  without  slaves.  Virginia  will  gain  by  stopping  the 
importations.  Her  slaves  will  rise  in  value,  and  she  has  more 
than  she  wants.  It  would  be  unequal  to  require  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia  to  confederate  on  such  terms.  Slaves  should 
be  dutied  like  other  imports  ;  but  a  rejection  of  the  clause  is 
the  exclusion  of  South  Carolina  from  the  union."  Baldwin, 
with  opinions  on  the  rights  of  the  states  like  those  of  Ells- 
worth and  Sherman,  continued :  "  The  object  before  the  con- 
vention is  not  national,  but  local.  Georgia  cannot  purchase 
the  advantage  of  a  general  government  by  yielding  the  abridg- 
ment of  one  of  her  favorite  prerogatives.  If  left  to  herself, 
she  may  probably  put  a  stop  to  the  evil." 

"If  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,"  observed  Wilson,  "are 
themselves  disposed  to  get  rid  of  the  importation  of  slaves  in  a 
short  time,  they  will  never  refuse  to  unite  because  the  impor- 
tation might  be  prohibited."  To  this  Cotesworth  Pinckney 
made  answer:  "I  think  myself  bound  to  declare  candidly 
that  I  do  not  believe  South  Carolina  will  stop  her  importa- 
tions of  slaves  in  any  short  time,  except  occasionally  as  she 
now  does." 

"  On  every  principle  of  honor  and  safety,"  said  Dickinson, 
**it  is  inadmissible  tiiat  the  importation  of  slaves  should  be 
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anthorized  to  the  states  by  the  constitutioii.    The  trae  ques-  1 
tion  is  whether  the  national  happiness  will  be  promoted  or  { 
impeded  by  the  importation ;  and  this  question  ought  to  be 
left  to  the  national  goyemment,  not  to  the  states  particularly 
interested.   I  cannot  believe  that  the  southern  states  will  refuse 
to  confederate  on  that  account,  as  the  power  is  not  likely  to  be 
immediately  exorcised  by  the  general  government."    Here  was 
the  opening  to  a  grant  of  the  power,  coupled  with  a  prospect  ' 
of  delay  in  using  it. 

"Williamson,  himself  no  friend  of  slavery,  distinctly  inti- 
mated that  Korth  Carolina  would  go  vrith  her  two  neighbors 
on  the  south.  Cotesworth  Pinckney  now  moved  to  commit 
the  clause,  that  slaves  might  be  made  liable  to  an  equal  tax 
with  other  imports.  "If  the  convention,"  said  Eutledge, 
"  thinks  that  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia  will 
ever  agree  to  the  plan,  unless  their  right  to  import  slaves  be 
untouched,  the  expectation  is  vain ; "  and  he  seconded  the  mo- 
tion for  a  commitment.  Qouvemeur  Morris  wished  the  whole 
subject  to  be  committed,  including  the  clauses  relating  to 
taxes  on  exports  and  to  a  navigation  act.  These  things  might 
form  a  bargain  among  the  northern  and  southern  states. 
"Bather  than  to  part  with  the  southern  states,"  said  Sherman,' s 
"  it  is  better  to  let  them  import  slaves.  But  a  tax  on  slaves 
imported  makes  the  matter  worse,  because  it  implies  they  arey 
property." 

" Two  states,"  said  Bandolph,  "may  be  lost  to  the  union ; 
let  us,  then,  try  the  chance  of  a  commitment."  The  motion 
for  commitment  was  adopted  by  the  votes  of  Connecticut,  New 
Jersey,  and  the  five  southernmost  states,  against  New  Hamp- 
shire, Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware;  Massachusetts  was  ab- 
sent. 

Charles  Pinckney  and  Langdon  then  moved  to  commit  the 
section  relating  to  a  navigation  act.  "  I  desire  it  to  be  reipem- 
bered,"  said  Gorham,  remotely  hinting  at  possible  secession, 
"  the  eastern  states  have  no  motive  to  union  but  a  conmiercial 
one."  Ellsworth,  maintaining  the  position  which  he  had  de- 
liberately chosen,  answered:  "  I  am  for  taking  the  plan  as  it  is. 
If  we  do  not  agree  on  this  middle  and  moderate  ground,  I  am 
afraid  we  shall  lose  two  states  with  others  that  may  stand  aloof ; 
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and  fly,  most  probably,  into  several  confederations,  not  without 
bloodshed."  * 

I  Had  the  convention  listened  to  no  compromise  on  the 
jslave-trade,  Georgia  and  Sonth  Carolina  would  not  have  ac- 
jcepted  the  new  constitution ;  North  Carolina  would  have  clung 
to  them,  from  its  internal  condition ;  Virginia,  however  earnest 
knight  have  been  the  protest  against  it  by  Madison  and  Wash- 
ington, must  have  acted  with  North  Carolina,  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, there  would  from  the  beginning  have  been  a  fedenir 
,'tion  of  slave-holding  states.  The  committee  to  which  the 
whole  subject  of  restriction  on  the  power  over  commerce  was 
referred  consisted  of  Langdon,  King,  Johnson,  the  aged  "Will- 
iam Livingston  of  New  Jersey,  Clymer,  Dickinson,  Martin, 
Madison,  Williamson,  Cotesworth  Knckney,  and  Baldwin,t  a 
large  majority  of  them  venerable  for  uprightness  and  abiUiy. 
Their  report,  made  on  the  twenty-fourth,  denied  to  the  United 
States  the  power  ta  prohibit  the  slave-teuie  prior  to  the  year 
1800,  but  granted  the  power  to  impose  a  tax  or  duty  on  such 
migration  or  importation  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  the  average 
of  the  duties  laid  on  imports.  X 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  when  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
eleven  was  taken  up,  Cotesworth  Pinckney  immediately  moved 
to  extend  the  time  allowed  for  the  importation  of  slaves  till 
the  year  1808.  Gh>rham  was  his  second.  Madison  spoke  ea^ 
nestly  against  the  prolongation ;  ^  but,  without  further  debate, 
the  motion  prevailed  by  the  votes  of  the  three  New  England 
states,  Maryland,  and  the  three  southenmiost  states,  against 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Virginia.  | 

Sherman  once  more  resisted  the  duty  "  as  acknowledging 
men  to  be  property  "  by  taxing  them  as  such  under  the  char- 
acter of  slaves ;  and  Madison  supported  him,  saying :  "  I  think 
it  wrong  to  admit  in  the  constitution  the  idea  that  there  can 
be  property  in  men."  ^  But,  as  the  impost  which  had  been 
proposed  on  all  imported  articles  was  of  five  per  cent  and  the 
slave  was  deemed  to  have  an  average  value  of  two  hundred 
dollars,  the  rate  was  fixed  definitively  at  ten  dollars  on  every 

♦Gilpin,  1388-1896 ;  Elliot,  466-401.         *  Gilpin,  1427 ;  EHiot,  411. 
f  Gilpin,  1397;  Elliot,  461.  |  Gilpin,  1429;  Elliot,  478. 

X  GUpln,  1415 ;  ElUot,  471.  ^  GUpin,  1429,  1480 ;  BlUot,  478. 
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imported  Blave,  and  the  danse  thus  amended  was  nnanimotisly 
held  fast  as  a  discouragement  of  the  traffic. 

^^It  ought  to  be  considered,"  wrote  Madison  near  the  time, 
^as  a  great  point  gained  in  favor  of  hnmanitj,  that  a  period  of 
twenty  years  may  terminate  forever  within  these  states  a  traffic 
which  has  so  long  and  so  loudly  upbraided  the  barbarism  of 
modem  policy.  Happy  would  it  be  for  the  unfortunate  Afri- 
cans if  an  equal  prospect  lay  before  them  of  being  redeemed 
from  the  oppressions  of  their  European  brethren  1 "  * 

The  confederation  granted  no  power  to  interfere  with  the 
slave-trade.  The  new  constitution  gave  power  to  prohibit  it  in 
new  states  inmiediately  on  their  admission,  in  existing  states  at 
the  end  of  the  year  1807.  Louisiana,  by  annexation  to  the 
imion,  lost  the  license  to  receive  slaves  from  abroad.  On  the 
second  day  of  December  1806,  Thomas  Jefferson,  president  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  addressed  this  message  to  con- 
gress:! ^^I  congratulate  you,  fellow-dtizens,  on  the  approach 
of  the  period  at  which  you  may  interpose  your  authority  con- 
stitutionally to  withdraw  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
all  further  participation  in  those  violations  of  human  rights 
which  have  been  so  long  continued  on  the  unoffending  inhabit- 
ants of  Africa,  and  which  the  morality,  the  reputation,  and  the 
best  interests  of  our  country  have  long  be^  eager  to  pro- 
scribe." 

Unanimous  legislation  followed  the  words  from  the  presi- 
dent, and,  as  the  year  1808  broke  upon  the  United  States,  the 
importation  of  slaves  had  ceased.  And  did  slavery  have  as 
peaceful  an  end  ?  Philanthropy,  like  genius  and  like  science, 
must  bide  its  time.  Man  cannot  hurry  the  supreme  power,  , 
to  which  years  are  as  days. 

Two  members  of  the  convention,  with  the  sincere  integrity 
which  clears  the  eye  for  prophetic  vision,  read  the  doom  of 
slave-holding.  Mason,  fourteen  years  before,  in  a  paper  pre-  - 
pared  for  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  had  given  his  opinion 
that  as  the  natural  remedy  for  political  injustice  the  constitu- 
tion should  by  degrees  work  itself  clear  by  its  own  innate 
strength,  the  virtue  and  resolution  of  the  community;  and 
added :  "The  laws  of  impartial  Providence  may  avenge  upon 


*  The  Federalist,  Ko.  xliL  f  Journals  of  Congress,  t^  468. 
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our  posterity  the  injury  done  to  a  set  of  wretches  whom  onr 
injustice  hath  debased  almost  to  a  level  with  the  brute  creation. 
These  remarks  were  extorted  by  a  kind  of  irresistible,  perhaps 
an  enthusiastic,  impulse ;  and  the  author  of  them,  conscious  of 
his  own  good  intentions,  cares  not  whom  they  please  or  of- 
fend."* 

During  a  previous  debate  on  tlie  value  of  slaves,  Mason 
had  observed  of  them  that  they  might  in  oases  of  emergency 
themselves  become  soldiers.t  On  the  twentyHsecond  of  Au- 
gust X  he  called  to  mind  that  Cromwell,  when  he  sent  conmiis- 
sioners  to  Yirginia  to  take  possession  of  the  country,  gave  them 
power  to  arm  servants  and  slaves.  He  further  pointed  out 
that  the  British  might  have  prevailed  in  the  South  in  the  war 
of  the  revolution  had  they  known  how  to  make  use  of  the 
slaves ;  that  in  Virginia  the  royal  governor  invited  them  to 
rise  at  a  time  when  he  was  not  in  possession  of  the  country, 
and,  as  the  slaves  were  incapable  of  self -organization  and  direo- 
tion,  his  experiments  by  proclamation,  addressed  to  them  in 
regions  not  within  his  sway,  totally  failed ;  but  that  in  South 
Carolina,  where  the  British  were  in  the  full  possession  of  the 
country,  they  might  have  enfranchised  the  slaves  and  enrolled 
them  for  the  consolidation  and  establishment  of  the  royal  au- 
thority. But  the  civil  and  military  oflScers  in  those  days  of 
abject  corruption  chose  rather  to  enrich  themselves  by  ship- 
ping the  slaves  to  the  markets  of  the  West  Indies.  Five 
months  later  Madison,  in  a  paper  addressed  to  the  country,  re- 
marked :  ^^  An  unhappy  species  of  population  abounds  in  some 
of  the  states  who,  during  the  calm  of  the  regular  government, 
are  sunk  below  the  level  of  men ;  but  who,  in  the  tempestuous 
scenes  of  civil  violence,  may  emei^e  into  the  human  character, 
and  give  a  superiority  of  strength  to  any  party  with  which 
they  may  associate  themselves."**  Slave-holding  was  to  be 
borne  down  on  the  field  of  battle. 

The  dignity  and  interests  of  the  United  States  alike  de- 

•  Geoi^e  Mason's  extracts  from  the  Virginia  charters,  with  some  remarks  on 
them,  made  in  the  year  1778.  MS.  The  paper,  though  communicated  to  the 
legislature  of  Virginia,  has  not  been  found  in  its  archives.  My  copy,  which  ii, 
perhaps,  the  only  one  now  in  existence,  I  owe  to  the  late  James  M.  Mason. 

t  Gilpin,  1068 ;  Elliot,  296.  t  ^^^?^^^  ^^^^ ;  ^^^^  ^^^ 

*  Madison  in  the  Federalist,  Na  xliii.,  published  25  January  1788. 
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manded  a  grant  of  power  to  the  general  government  for  the 
regulation  of  foreign  as  well  as  domestic  trade.  Without  it  the 
navigation  of  the  country  would  have  been  at  the  mercy  of 
foreign  restrictions.  For  this  regulation  the  new  constitution 
required,  as  in  all  other  acts  of  legislation,  no  more  than  a  ma- 
jority  of  the  two  houses  of  congress.  A  strong  opposition 
started  up  in  the  South  imder  the  lead  of  Charles  Finckney 
and  Martin,  inflamed  by  Mason  and  by  Bandolph ;  but  it  was 
in  vain.  On  the  twenty-ninth,  Madison,  Spaight,  and  Butledge 
defended  the  report  of  die  eleven  like  statesmen,  free  from  local 
influences  or  prejudice.  It  was  dearly  stated  that  the  ships  of 
nations  in  treaty  with  the  United  States  would  share  in  their 
carrying  trade ;  that  a  rise  in  freight  could  be  but  temporary, 
because  it  would  be  attended  by  an  increase  of  southern  as  well 
as  of  northern  shipping ;  that  tiie  West  India  trade  was  a  great 
object  to  be  obtained  only  through  the  pressure  of  a  navigation 
act.  Cotesworth  Finckney  owned  that  he  had  been  prejudiced 
against  the  eastern  states,  but  had  found  their  delegates  as 
liberal  and  as  candid  as  any  men  whatever.  On  the  question, 
Delaware  and  South  Carolina  joined  the  united  Korth  against 
Maiyland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Georgia.  After  this 
vote  the  convention  accepted  unanimously  the  proposition 
to  grant  to  the  majority  in  the  two  branches  of  congress  full 
power  to  make  laws  regulating  commerce  and  navigation. 
Eandolph  was  so  much  dissatisfied  that  he  expressed  a  '^  doubt 
whether  he  should  be  able  to  agree  to  the  constitution.''  Mason, 
more  deeply  in  earnest,  as  yet  held  his  emotions  in  check. 

Of  new  states,  the  Virgmia  plan  knew  those  only  "  lawfully 
arising  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,"  and  for  their 
admission  vaguely  required  less  than  a  unanimous  vote ;  the    i 
committee  of  detail  demanded  the  consent  of  two  thirds  of  each  / 
house  of  congress,  as  well  as  the  concurrence  of  the  states  with-  , 
in  whose  "  limits  "  the  new  states  should  arise. 

At  this  stage  Gouvemeur  Morris  enlarged  the  scope  and  sim- 
plified the  language  of  the  article.  The  confederation  had 
opened  the  door  to  Canada  at  its  own  choice  alone,  and  to  any 
other  territory  that  could  obtain  the  consent  of  two  thirds  of  con- 
gress. It  was  no  longer  decent  to  hold  out  to  Canada  an  invi- 
tation to  annex  itself  to  the  union ;  but  the  American  mind,  in 
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the  strength  of  independence,  foresaw  its  expansion.  The 
rising  states  beyond  the  mountains  were  clamorous  for  the  un- 
obstmcted  navigation  of  the  Misfflssippi,  which  might  lead  to 
the  acquisition  by  treaty  of  all  the  land  east  of  that  river; 
and  the  boundary  on  the  south,  as  well  of  Ge(»gia  as  of 
Florida,  had  never  been  adjusted  with  Spain.  Gouvemeur 
Morris  had  at  an  early  day  desired  to  restrict  the  limits  of  the 
United  States ;  he  now  gave  his  ancient  fears  to  the  winds,  and, 
acceding  in  advance  to  the  largest  eventual  annexations,  he 
proposed  these  few  and  simple  words :  ^^New  States  may  be 
admitted  by  the  legislature  into  the  union,''  with  the  foil  un- 
derstanding and  intention  that  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation 
should  be  sufficient  by  a  bare  majority  to  introduce  foreign 
;  territoryas  a  state  into  the  union.*  This  clause  the  convention 
accepted  without  a  debate,  and  without  a  division. 

On  the  thirtieth,  Maryland,  impelled  by  a  desire  to  guard 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  back  lands,  and  to  be  the 
champion  of  Kentucky,  of  Maine,  of  Yermont,  and  of  the 
settlements  on  the  Tennessee  river  and  its  branches,  would 
have  granted  to  the  legislature  of  the  United  States  unlimited 
power  to  dismember  old  states,  but  was  supported  only  by 
Delaware  and  New  Jersey.  Vermont  might  once  have  been 
included  within  « the  limits ''  of  New  York,  but  oertamly  re- 
mained no  longer  within  its  jurisdiction.  By  changing  the 
word  "limits"  to  "jurisdiction,''  the  convention,  still  follow- 
ing Gouvemeur  Morris,  provided  for  its  future  admission  to 
the  union  without  the  consent  of  New  York.  In  regard  to  the 
south-western  settl^naits,  the  preliminary  consent  of  the  states 
of  which  they  then  formed  a  part  was  not  dispensed  with.  In 
like  manner  no  state  could  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two 
or  more  states  or  parts  thereof  without  the  concurrence  of  such 
states.  The  country  north-west  of  the  Ohio  having  aheady 
been  provided  for,  the  rule  for  the  admission  of  new  states  was 
thus  completed  for  every  part  of  the  territory  of  the  states  or 
of  the  United  States.  The  convention,  still  using  the  language 
of  Gouvemeur  Morris,  and  no  one  but  Maryland  dissenting 
assigned  to  the  legislature  the  power  to  dispose  of  and  make 

♦  GUpin,  1458 ;  BlUot,  498.    Life  and  Writings  of  GouYemeur  Morris  l^ 
Sparks,  UL,  188, 186,  290.    Gooley^s  Story,  1282,  eta 
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all  needful  rnles  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or] 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

Every  word  in  the  constitution  bearing  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  was  chosen  with  the  greatest  caution ;  every  agreement 
was  j^ously  guarded.  After  the  section  relating  to  the  slave- 
trade,  the  conunittee  of  detail  inserted :  ^^  No  capitation  tax 
shall  be  laid  unless  in  proportion  to  the  census  hereinbefore 
directed  to  be  taken.''  *  This  was  intended  to  prevent  con- 
gress from  enforcing  a  general  emancipation  by  the  special 
taxation  of  slaves.t 

*  Gilpin,  1284,  1416 ;  EUioi,  879,  471. 

t  Speedi  of  Baldwin  in  the  house  of  representatiyet,  12  Febmaiy  1790. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

THE  PSE8IDE17T. 

July,  August,  and  Septembeb  1787. 

How  to  call  forth  one  of  the  people  to  be  their  executive 
chief  for  a  limited  period  of  years,  and  how  to  clothe  him  with 
just  sufficient  powers,  long  baffled  the  convention.  Federal 
governments,  in  Greece,  in  Switzerland,  and  in  Holland,  like 
the  confederation  of  the  United  States,  had  been  without  a 
separate  executive  branch ;  and  the  elective  monarchies  of  Po- 
land, of  the  Papal  states,  and  of  Grermany,  offered  no  available 
precedents.  The  report  of  the  committee  of  detail  of  the  sixth 
of  August  introduced  no  improvement  in  the  manner  of  select- 
ing a  president ;  and  it  transferred  to  the  senate  the  power  to 
make  treaties  and  to  appoint  ambassadors  and  judges  of  the 
supreme  court*  Questions  relating  to  his  duties  long  remained 
in  doubt;  the. mode  of  his  election  was  reached  only  just  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  convention. 

The  Virginia  plan  confided  the  choice  of  the  executive  to 
the  national  legislature.  "  An  election  by  the  national  l^isla- 
ture,'*  objected  Gouvemeur  Morris,  on  the  seventeenth  of 
July,  "  will  be  the  work  of  intrigue,  of  cabal,  of  corruption, 
and  of  faction ;  it  will  be  like  the  election  of  a  pope  by  a  con- 
clave of  cardinals ;  of  a  king  by  the  diet  of  Poland;  real  merit 
vsrill  rarely  be  the  title  to  the  appointment."  He  moved  for 
an  election  by  the  "  citizens  of  the  United  States."  t  Sherman 
preferred  a  choice  by  the  national  legislature.  Wilson  insisted 
on  an  election  by  the  people ;  should  no  one  have  a  majority, 
then,  and  then  only,  the  legislature  might  decide  between  the 

«  GUpin,  1284 ;  EUiot,  S19.  f  GUpin,  1120 ;  EUiot,  322. 
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candidates.*  Charles  Pinckney  opposed  the  election  by  the 
people,  because  it  wonld  surrender  the  choice  to  a  combination 
of  the  populous  states  led  by  a  few  designing  men.t  ^^  To  refer 
the  choice  of  a  proper  character  for  a  chief  magistrate  to  the 
people,"  protested  Mason,  ^^  would  be  as  unnatural  as  to  refer  a 
trial  of  colors  to  a  blind  man."  J  "  An  election  by  the  people," 
observed  Williamson,  "is  an  appointment  by  lot."  On  the 
first  vote  Pennsylvania  stood  alone  against  nine  states.  Martin 
proposed  to  intrust  the  appointment  to  the  l^slatures  of  the 
states ;  and  was  supported  only  by  Delaware  and  Maryland. 

On  the  mode  of  choosing  the  president,  the  length  of  his 
period  of  office  and  his  re^ligibility  would  be  made  to  depend. 
The  convention,  in  committee,  had  fixed  that  period  at  seven 
years  with  a  prohibition  of  re-election.  On  the  motion  of 
William  Houston  of  Georgia,  supported  by  Sherman  and 
Gouvemeur  Morris,  this  compulsory  rotation  was  struck 
out  by  six  states,  against  Delaware,  Virginia,  and  the  two 
Carolinas.  The  executive  becoming  re-eligible,  Jacob  Broom 
of  Delaware  revived  the  idea  of  a  shorter  period  of  service. 
McClurg  held  that  the  independence  of  the  executive  was  no 
less  essential  than  the  independence  of  the  judiciary ;  that  a 
president,-  elected  for  a  smaU  nimiber  of  years  by  the  national 
legislature,  and  looking  to  that  body  for  re-election,  would  be 
its  dependent  To  escape  from  corrupt  cabals  and  yet  preserve 
a  good  officer  in  place,  he  moved  that  the  tenure  of  office  should 
be  good  behavior.  Gouvemeur  Morris  beamed  with  joy. 
Broom  found  all  his  difficulties  obviated.  "  Such  a  tenure," 
interposed  Sherman,  "is  neither  safe  nor  admissible;  re-eleo- 
tidn  will  depend  on  good  behavior."  * 

Madison,  who  to  the  last  refused  with  unabated  vigor  to  in- 
trust the  choice  of  the  national  executive  to  the  national  legis- 
lature, and  at  heart  would  not  have  been  greatly  disinclined 
to  the  longest  period  of  service  for  the  executive  if  "  an  easy 
and  effectual  removal  by  impeachment  could  have  been  set- 
tled," I  argued  from  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  executive, 
legislative,  and  judiciary  powers  independent  of  each  other, 

•  GUpin,  1121 ;  ElUoi,  823.  X  Gilpin,  1128 ;  EUioi,  824. 

t  GUpin,  1121 ;  ElUot,  823.  «  Gilpin,  1126,  1126 ;  Elliot,  825. 

I  Madi8on*B  Writings,  i,  846 ;  GBpin,  1127;  Elliot,  826. 
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that  the  tenure  of  good  behavior  for  the  executive  was  a  less 
evil  than  its  dependence  on  the  national  legislature  for  re- 
election. 

Mason  replied:  ^^An  executive  during  good  behavior  is 
only  a  softer  name  for  an  executive  for  life ;  the  next  easy 
step  will  be  to  hereditaiy  monarchj.  Should  the  motion  suc- 
ceed, I  may  myself  live  to  see  such  a  revolution.^'  "  To  pre- 
vent the  introduction  of  monarchy/'  rejoined  Madison,  ''is, 
with  me,  the  real  object  Experience  proves  a  tendency  in.  our 
governments  to  throw  all  power  into  the  l^islative  vortex. 
The  executives  of  the  states  are  in  general  littie  more  than 
ciphers ;  the  legislatures  omnipotent.  If  no  effectual  check  be 
devised  on  the  encroachments  of  the  latter,  a  revolution  will 
be  inevitable."  After  explanations  by  McClurg,  fouiLstates— 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Virginia,  Madison 
voting  with  McClurg— expressed  their  preference  for  the  ten- 
ure of  good  behavior  to  the  tenure  of  seven  years  with  a  pe^ 
petual  re-eligibility  by  the  national  legislature.^  Massachu- 
setts was  among  the  six  states  in  the  negative,  though  to  King, 
who  "relied  on  the  vigor  of  the  executive  as  a  great  security 
for  the  public  liberties,"  the  tenure  of  good  behavior  wonld 
have  been  most  agreeable,  "  provided  an  independent  and  ef- 
fectual forum  could  be  devised  for  the  trial  of  the  executive  on 
an  impeachment"  f 

This  discussion  brought  the  convention  unanimously  J  to 
the  opinion  that  if  the  eptecutive  was  to  be  chosen  by  the  nar 
tional  legislature,  he  ought  not  to  be  re-eligible.  Those,  there- 
fore, who  .agreed  with  Sherman,  that  the  statesman  who  had 
proved  himself  most  fit  for  an  office  ought  not  to  be  excluded 
by  the  constitution  from  holding  it,  were  bound  to  devise  some 
other  acceptable  mode  of  election. 

The  first  thought  was  an  immediate  choice  by  the  people. 
But  here  Madison  pointed  out  that  "  the  right  of  suffrage  was 
much  more  diffusive  in  the  northern  states  than  in  the  south- 
em  ;  and  that  the  latter  would  have  no  influence  in  the  dection 
on  tiie  score  of  the  negroes."  *  To  meet  this  difficulty,  King 
revived  Wilson's  proposition  for  the  appointment  of  the  ex- 

♦  Gilpin,  1127, 11«8, 1129 ;  EUiot,  826, 827.        J  Gilpin,  1147 ;  BUlot,  887. 
t  GUpin,  1167 ;  ElUot,  842.  •  GUpin,  1148 ;  BUiot.  887. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1787.  THE  PRESIDENT. 

ecatiye  by  electors  chosen  by  the  people  expressly  for  the  ptnv 
pose ;  *  and  Madison  promptly  accepted  it  as,  ^^  on  the  whole, 
liable  to  fewest  objections."  f  So,  too,  in  part,  thought  the 
convention,  which,  on  the  motion  of  Ellsworth,  decided,  by  six 
states  to  tlnree,  that  the  national  execatiye  should  be  appointed 
by  electors;  and,  by  eight  states  to  two,  that  the  electors  should 
be  chosen  by  the  state  legislatures.  ^  From  confidence  in  the 
purity  of  the  electoral  body  thus  established,  the  re-eligibility 
of  the  executiye  was  again  afSrmed  by  a  vote  of  eight  states 
against  the  two  Oarolinas  ;^  and,  in  consequence  of  the  re-eli- 
gibility, the  term  of  office  was,  at  Ellsworth's  motion,  reduced 
by  the  vote  of  all  the  states  but  Delaware  from  seven  years  to 
six.  I  So  the  convention  hoped  to  escape  from  the  danger  of 
a  corrupt  traffic  between  the  national  legislature  and  candidates 
for  the  executive  by  assembling  in  one  place  one  grand  elec- 
toral collie,  chosen  by  the  legislatures  <^  the  several  states  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  electing  that  officer. 

To  this  sjTstem  Caleb  Strong  of  Massachusetts  started  this 
grave  objection :  ^'  A  new  set  of  men,  like  the  electors,  will 
make  the  government  too  complex ;  nor  will  the  first  charac- 
ters in  the  state  feel  sufficient  motives  to  undertake  the  office."  ^ 
On  the  previous  day  Houston  of  €^rgia  had  directed  the 
thoughts  of  the  convention  ^^to  the  expense  and  extreme  in- 
convenience of  drawing  together  men  from  all  the  states  for 
the  single  purpose  of  eleoting  the  chief  magistrate."  ^  To  him, 
likewise,  it  now  seemed  improbable  that  capable  men  would 
undertake  the  service.  He  was  afraid  to  trust  to  it  Moved 
by  these  considerations,  but  still  retaining  its  conviction  of  the 
greater  purity  of  an  electoral  coU^^  the  convention,  by  seven 
votes  against  four,  in  the  weariness  of  vacillation,  returned  to 
the  plan  of  electing  the  national  executive  by  the  national  legis- 
lature. X  But  the  vote  was  sure  to  reopen  the  question  of 
his  re^ligibility. 

The  convention  was  now  like  a  pack  of  hoxmds  in  full  chase, 
suddenly  losing  the  trail    It  fell  into  an  anarchy  of  opinion, 

*  GUpin,  1147;  EUiot,  886.  |  Oilpin,  llfil,  1162;  ElUoi,  889. 
t  6ilpix^  114S ;  EUiot,  887.                    ^  Oilpin,  1189 ;  ElUoi,  868. 

t  Gilpin,  1160;  EUiot,  888.  0  OUpin,  1186 ;  EUiot,  867. 
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and  one  crude  scheme  trod  on  the  heels  of  another.  William- 
son,  pleading  the  essential  difference  of  interests  between  the 
northern  and  southern  states,  particularly  relating  to  the  cany- 
ing  trade,  ^'  wished  the  executive  power  to  be  lodged  in  three 
men,  taken  from  three  districts,  into  which  the  states  should 
be  divided."  *  "  At  some  time  or  other,"  said  he,  "  we  shall 
have  a  king ;  to  postpone  the  event  as  long  as  possible,  I  would 
render  the  executive  ineligible."  f 

In  the  event  of  the  ineligibility  of  the  executive,  Martin, 
forgetting  the  state  of  anarchy  and  faction  that  would  attend  a 
long  period  of  service  by  an  incompetent  or  unworthy  incum- 
bent, proposed  that  the  term  of  executive  service  should  be 
eleven  years. $  "From  ten  to  twelve,"  said  Williamson.* 
"  Fifteen,"  said  Gerry ;  and  King  mocked  them  all  by  propos- 
zing  "twenty  years,  the  medium  life  of  princes." |  Wilson, 
seeing  no  way  of  introducing  a  direct  election  by  the  people, 
made  the  motion'^  that  the  executive  should  be  chosen  by 
electors  to  be  taken  from  the  national  legislature  byjot. 

Ellsworth,  on  the  twenty-fifth,  pointed  out  that  to  secure 
a  candidate  for  re-election  against  an  improper  dependence 
on  the  legislature,  the  choice  should  be  made  by  electors.^ 
Madison  liked  best  an  election  of  the  executive  by  the  quali- 
fied part  of  the  people  at  large.  "Local  considerations,"  he 
said,  "must  give  way  to  the  general  interest.  As  an  indi- 
vidual from  the  southern  states,  I  am  willing  to  make  the 
sacrifice."  J 

And  now  came  into  consideration  an  element  which  exe^ 
cised  a  constant  bias  on  the  discussion  to  the  la£t.  Ellsworth 
complained  that  the  executive  would  invariably  be  taken  from 
one  of  the  larger  states.  "To  cure  the  disadvantage  under 
which  an  election  by  the  people  would  place  the  smaller  states," 
Williamson  proposed  that  each  man  should  vote  for  three  can- 
didates. ^  Gouvemeur  Morris  accepted  the  principle,  but  de- 
sired to  limit  the  choice  of  the  voters  to  two,  of  whom  at  least 

♦  Gilpin,  1189;  ElUot,  858.  |  GUpin,  1191 ;  EUiot,  360. 
t  Gilpin,  1189,  1190 ;  ElUot,  859.  ^  GUpin,  1196 ;  ElUot,  861 
t  Gilpin,  1191 ;  EUiot,  86a  0  Gilpin,  1198 ;  EUlot,  868. 

•  GUpin,  1190 ;  EUbt,  869.  i  Gilpin,  1201 ;  EUiot,  865. 
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one  shotild  not  be  of  his  own  state.  This  Madison  approved, 
believing  that  the  citizens  would  give  their  second  vote  with 
sincerity  to  the  next  object  of  their  choice.*  We  shall  meet 
the  proposition  again. 

Lastij,  Dickinson  said :  ^^  Insuperable  objections  lie  against 
an  election  of  the  executive  bj  the  national  legislature,  or  by 
the  legislatures  or  executives  of  the  states.  I  have  long  leaned 
toward  an  election  by  the  people,  which  I  regard  as  the  best 
and  the  purest  source.  Let  the  people  of  each  state  choose  its 
best  citizen,  and  out  of  the  thirteen  names  thus  selected  an  ex- 
ecutive magistrate  may  be  chosen,  either  by  the  national  legis- 
lature or  by  electors  appointed  by  if  f 

From  hopelessness  of  an  agreement,  Qerry  and  Butler 
were  willing  to  refer  the  resolution  relating  to  the  executive 
to  a  committee,  but  Wilson  insisted  that  a  general  principle 
must  first  be  fixed  by  a  vote  of  the  house.  X 

On  the  morning  of  the  next  day  ^  Mason  recapitulated  all 
the  seven  different  ways  that  had  been  proposed  of  electing 
the  chief  magistrate :  by  the  people  at  large ;  by  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  states ;  by  the  executives  of  the  states ;  by  electors 
chosen  by  the  people ;  by  electors  chosen  by  lot ;  by  the  legis- 
lature on  the  nomination  of  three  or  two  candidates  by  each 
several  state ;  by  the  legislature  on  the  nomination  of  one  can- 
didate from  each  state.  After  reviewing  them  all,  he  con- 
cluded that  an  election  by  the  national  legislature,  as  originally 
proposed,  was  the  best.  At  the  same  time  he  held  it  to  be  the 
veiy  palladium  of  civil  liberty,  that  the  great  officers  of  state, 
and  particularly  the  executive,  should  at  fixed  periods  return 
to  that  mass  from  which  they  were  taken.  Led  for  the  mo- 
ment by  this  train  of  thought,  the  convention  by  six  states, 
against  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  with  Yirginia 
equally  divid^,  resolved  that  a  national  executive  be  insti- 
tuted ;  to  consist  of  a  single  person ;  who  should  be  chosen  by 
the  national  legislature ;  for  the  term  of  seven  years ;  and  be 
ineligible  a  second  time.  | 

Foremost  in  undiminished  disapproval  of  the  choice  of  the 
executive  by  the  legislature  were  Washington,  Madison,  Wil- 
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son,  Gouvemenr  Morrifl,  and  Gterry ;  foremost  for  the  election 
bj  that  body  were  Sutledge,  Mason,  and,  in  a  moderate  de- 
gree, Strong.  Dnring  the  debate  Gouyemenr  Morris  had  de- 
clared :  ^'  Of  all  possible  modes  of  appointing  the  execative,  an 
election  b  j  the  people  is  the  best ;  an  election  by  the  legislar 
tnre  is  the  worst*  I  prefer  a  short  period  and  re^ligibility, 
but  a  different  mode  of  election."  f  In  this  he  spoke  the 
mind  of  Pennsylyania ;  and  he  refused  to  accept  the  decision 
of  that  day  as  finaL 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  Aogost  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  detail  relating  to  the  ezecntire  came  before  the  con- 
vention. All  agreed  that  the  executive  power  should  be  vested 
in  a  single  person,  to  be  styled :  tiie  F^dent  of  the  United 
States  of  America ;  and  none  questioned  that  his  title  might 
be:  His-fixcellency.  J  According  to  the  report,  he  was  to  be 
elected  by  ballot  by  tiie  legislature  for  a  term  of  seven  years, 
but  might  not  be  elected  a  second  time.^ 

The  strife  on  the  manner  of  his  election  revived.  Daniel 
Carroll  of  Maryland,  seconded  by  Wilson,  renewed  tiie  mo- 
tion, that  he  should  be  elected  by  the  people ;  but  tiie  house 
was  weary  or  unprepared  to  reopen  the  subject,  and  at  the 
moment  the  motion  received  only  the  votes  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Delaware.  |  Sutledge  tiien  moved  that  the  elec- 
tion of  the  president  be  made  by  the  legislature  in  ^^  joint 
ballot." 

The  conducting  of  business,  especially  of  elections,  by  tiie 
two  branches  of  the  legislature  in  joint  session  was  from  eaiiy 
days  familiar  to  the  states,  and  was  at  that  time  established  in 
every  one  of  them  which  had  prejwuied  a  constitution  of  its 
own  with  two  branches  of  the  legislature,  so  that  the  regular 
tions  for  that  mode  of  choice  were  perfectly  wdl  understood. 
New  Hampshire  had  had  the  experience  of  both  methods; 
many  of  its  ofBcers  were  chosen  annually  by  joint  ballot,  while 
its  representatives  to  congress  were  appointed  by  the  concur- 
rent vote  of  the  two  houses.  Unhappily,  throughout  this  part 
of  the  work,  the  equal  vote  of  the  smaller  states  with  the  laiger 
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ones  in  the  senate  persistently  biased  the  movements  of  the 
conyention. 

In  the  special  interest  of  the  smaller  states  Sherman  ob- 
jected to  a  vote  of  the  two  houses  in  joint  ballot^  because  it 
would  deprive  the  senate  of  a  negative  on  the  more  numerous 
branch.  ^It  is  wrong,"  said  Gorham,  ^^to  be  considering  at 
every  turn  whom  the  senate  will  represent ;  the  public  good 
is  the  object  to  be  kept  in  view ;  delay  and  confusion  will  en- 
sue if  the  two  houses  vote  separately,  each  having  a  n^ative 
on  the  choice  of  the  other."  Dayton  and  Brearley,  following 
in  the  wake  of  Sherman,  opposed  a  joint  ballot,  as  impairing 
the  power  of  the  smaller  states;*  but  Langdon  of  New 
Hampshire,  enlightened  by  experience  at  home,  dwelt  on  the 
great  difficulties  of  which  the  mode  of  separate  votes  by  the 
two  houses  was  productive ;  and,  like  a  good  patriot  as  he  was, 
he  approved  the  joint  ballot,  ^^  though  unfavorable  to  "New 
Hampshire  as  a  small  state."  Wilson  remarked  ^that  the 
senate  might  have  an  interest  in  throwing  dilatory  obstacles  in 
the  way,  if  its  separate  concurrence  should  be  required."  On 
the  same  side  spoke  Madison;  and  the  motion  of  Butledge 
prevailed  by  seven  states,  against  Connecticut,  New  Jersey, 
Maryland,  and  Georgia.! 

These  four  states,  joined  by  Delaware,  th^i  demanded  that, 
on  the  joint  ballot,  Ihe  vote  should  be  taken  by  states ;  the 
decision  turned  on  New  Hampshire ;  and  following  the  patri- 
otic opinion  of  Langdon,  it  joined  the  five  larger  states  and 
n^atived  the  proposal.  For  an  election  of  president,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  of  the  members  present  was  required,  New 
Jersey  alone  dissenting.  :|:  ^^In  case  the  votes  of  the  two 
highest  should  be  equal,"  Bead  of  Delaware,  taking  a  clause 
from  the  constitution  of  his  own  state,  moved  that  the  presi- 
dent of  the  senate  should  have  an  additional  vote ;  but  it  was 
disagreed  to  by  a  general  negative. 

At  this  moment  Gouvemeur  Morris  interposed  with  de- 
cisive effect  He  set  forth  the  danger  of  legislative  tyranny 
that  would  follow  from  leaving  the  executive  dependent  on 
the  legislature  for  his  election ;  he  dwelt  once  more  on  the 
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"  cabal  and  corruption  "  *  which  would  attach  to  that  method 
of  choice.  The  plan  of  choosing  the  president  by  electors, 
which  he  now  revived,  had  made  such  progress  that  five  states 
voted  with  him,  among  them  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  A 
reference  of  the  subject  to  a  committee  was  lost  for  the  mo- 
ment by  a  tie  vote,  Connecticut  being  divided.!  But  opinion 
ripened  so  fast  that,  on  the  thirty-first  of  August,  the  mode  of 
choosing  the  president,  his  powers,  and  the  question  of  his  re- 
eligibiUty,  was  with  other  unfinished  business  referred  to  a 
grand  committee  of  one  from  each  state.  The  Eleven,  ap- 
pointed by  ballot,  were  Gilman,  King,  Sherman,  Brearley, 
Gouvemeur  Morris,  Dicldnson,  CarroU,  Madison,  Williamson, 
Butier,  and  Baldwin.  X 

Gouvemeur  Morris  had  loudly  put  forward  his  wish  to 
make  of  the  senate  a  thoroughly  aristocratic  body,  and  of  the 
president  a  tenant  for  life.  It  agreed  with  this  view  to  repose 
the  eventual  election  of  the  president  in  the  senate.  The 
electoral  colleges,  in  the  want  of  all  means  of  rapid  intercom- 
munication, would  have  rarely  cast  a  majority  for  one  man ; 
and  the  requisition  on  the  electors  to  vote  each  for  two  men 
increased  the  chances  that  there  would  be  no  election,  and  that 
one  of  the  candidates  at  least  would  be  a  citizen  of  a  smaller 
state.  He  was  aware  that  the  outgoing  president  would  be  apt 
to  be  a  candidate  for  re-election ;  and  desired  nothing  better 
than  such  a  junction  between  the  president  and  senate  as  would 
secure  a  re-election  during  life. 

Sherman  hated  aristocracy  ;  but  he  was  specially  watchful 
of  the  equal  power  of  the  smaller  states,  and  saw  that,  on  the 
first  ballot  of  the  election,  the  large  states,  having  many  votes, 
would  always  bring  forward  their  candidates  with  superior 
strength.  To  gain  a  chance  for  electing  a  president  from  the 
small  states,  they  insisted  that,  in  case  there  should  be  no  elec- 
tion by  the  colleges,  not  less  than  five  names  should  be  reported 
as  candidates  for  the  eventual  election,  and  among  five  names 
there  was  a  great  probability  that  there  would  be  one  from  the 
smaller  states.  They  therefore  insisted  that  the  eventual  elec- 
tion should  be  made  by  the  senate ;  and  this  was  carried  by  a 
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coalition  of  airistocratio  tendencies  in  Gonvemenr  Morris  and 
others  from  the  large  states  with  the  passion  of  the  small  states 
for  disproportionate  chances  for  power. 

The  committee,  having  considered  the  subject  in  all  its 
bearings,  made  their  report  on  the  fourth  day  of  September.* 
The  term  of  the  presidency  was  limited  to  four  years ;  and  the 
election  was  confided  to  electors  to  be  appointed  in  each  state 
as  its  legislature  might  direct ;  and  to  be  equal  to  the  whole 
number  of  its  senators  and  representatives  in  congress ;  so  that 
the  electoral  colleges  collectively  were  to  be  the  exact  counter- 
part of  the  joint  convention  of  the  legislature. 

The  electors  of  each  state  were  to  meet  f  in  their  respective 
states  and  vote  by  ballot  for  two  persons,  of  whom  one,  at  least, 
should  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  state  with  themselves. 
A  certified  list  of  these  votes,  under  the  seal  of  the  electoral 
college,  was  to  be  transmitted  to  the  president  of  the  senate.  X 

"  The  president  of  the  senate,"  dischargmg  a  purely  minis- 
terial office,  ^^  shall  in  that  house  open  all  the  certificates,  and 
the  votes  shall  be  then  and  there  counted.  The  person  having 
the  greatest  nxmiber  of  votes  shall  be  the  president,  if  such 
number  be  a  majority  of  that  of  the  electors ;  and  if  there  be 
more  than  one  who  has  such  a  majority  and  an  equal  number 
of  votes — ^a  case  that  would  most  rarely,  perhaps  never,  occur — 
then  the  senate' shaU*  choose  by  ballot  one  of  them  for  presi- 
dent; but  if  no  person  has  a  majority,  then,  from  the  five 
highest  on  the  list,  *  the  senate,' "  in  which  body  the  smallest 
state  had  an  equal  vote  with  the  largest,  "  shall  choose  by  ballot 
the  president."  "  After  the  choice  of  the  president,  tiie  per- 
son having  the  greatest  number  of  votes,"  whether  a  majority 
of  them  or  not,  *' shall  be  vice-president" — an  officer  now  for 
the  first  time  introduced;  "but  if  there  should  remain  two  or 
more  who  have  equal  votes,  then  the  senate  shall  choose  from 
them  the  vice-president."  || 

Mason,  who  thought  the  insulated  electoral  colleges  would 
hardly  ever  unite  their  votes  on  one  man,  spoke  earnestly: 

*  Gilpin,  1485-1488  ;  ElUoi,  606,  507.  f  Gilpin,  1486  ;  Elliot,  507. 
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^^  The  plaa  ia  liable  to  this  strong  objection,  that  nineteen  times 
in  twenty  the  president  will  be  chosen  bj  the  senate,  m  im- 
proper body  for  the  purpose.'*  To  the  objection  of  Charles 
Fincknej,  that  electors  would  be  strangers  to  the  several  can- 
didates, and  unable  to  decide  on  their  comparatiye  merits, 
Baldwin  answered:  ^^The  increasing  intercourse  among  the 
people  of  the  states  will  render  important  characters  less  and 
less  unknown.'*  *  "  This  subject,"  said  Wilson,  "has  greafly 
divided  the  house,  and  will  divide  the  people.  It  is,  in  troth, 
the  most  difficult  of  all  on  which  we  have  had  to  decide.  I 
have  never  made  up  an  opinion  on  it  entirely  to  my  own  satis- 
faction." The  choice  by  electors  "  is,  on  the  whole,  a  valuable 
improvement  on  the  former  plan.  It  gets  rid  of  cabal  and 
corruption ;  and  continental  characters  will  multiply  as  we  . 
more  and  more  coalesce,  so  as  to  enable  the  doctors  in  eveiy 
part  of  the  union  to  know  and  judge  of  them.  It  clears  the 
way  for  a  discussion  of  the  question  of  the  re-eligibility  of  the 
president  on  its  own  merits,  which  the  former  mode  of  decr 
tion  seemed  to  forbid.  It  may,  however,  be  better  to  refer 
the  eventual  appointment  to  the  legislature  than  to  the  senate, 
and  to  confine  it  to  a  smaller  number  than  five  of  the  candi- 
dates."! 

"  I  wish  to  know,"  asked  Bandolph,  chiming  in  with  Wil- 
son, "why  the  eventual  election  is  referred  to  the  senate,  and 
not  to  the  legislature  2  I  see  no  necessity  for  this,  and  many 
objections  to  it."  J 

On  the  fifth,  Mason,  supported  by  Gterry,  attempted  to 
reduce  the  number  of  candidates  to  be  voted  for  from  five  to 
three  ;^  but  the  small  states,  who  saw  their  best  chance  of  fur- 
nishing a  president  in  the  larger  number,  were  humored  by  the 
convention,  and  to  the  last  thenumber  of  fivewas  not  changed. 

One  great  objection  of  Mason  would  be  removed  by  depriv- 
ing the  senate  of  the  eventual  election.  J  Wilson  proposed 
the  capital  amendment,  to  transfer  the  eventual  election  from 
the  senate  to  the  "  l^islature."  ^  This  change  Dickinson  ap- 
proved.   But  the  convention  was  not  yet  ripe  for  the  motion, 
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all  the  smaller  states  voting  against  it,  except  ITew  Hampshire, 
which  was  divided. 

"  The  mode  of  appointment  as  now  regulated,"  said  Mason 
at  the  close  of  the  day,  "  is  utterly  inadmissible.  I  should  pre- 
fer the  government  of  Prussia  to  one  which  will  put  all  power 
into  the  hands  of  seven  or  eight  men  " — a  majority  of  a  quorum 
of  the  senate — ^^and  fix  an  aristocracy  worse  than  absolute 
monarchy.''  * 

On  the  sixth,  Gerry,  supported  by  Kiag  and  Williamson, 
proposed  that  the  eventual  election  should  be  made  by  the 
legislature.  Sherman,  sedulously  supporting  the  chances  of 
the  small  states,  remarked,  that  if  the  legislature,  instead  of 
the  senate,  were  to  have  the  eventual  appointment  of  the  presi- 
dent, it  ought  to  vote  by  states.t 

Wilson  himself,  on  the  same  morning,  spoke  with  singular 
energy,  disapproving  alike  the  eventual  choice  of  the  presi- 
dent by  the  equal  vote  of  the  states  and  the  tendency  to  clothe 
the  senate  with  special  powers :  "  I  have  weighed  carefully  the 
report  of  the  committee  for  remodelling  the  constitution  of 
the  executive ;  and,  on  combining  it  with  other  parts  of  the 
plan,  I  am  obliged  to  consider  the  whole  as  having  a  ten- 
dency to  aristocracy,  as  throwing  a  dangerous  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  senate.  They  will  have,  in  fact,  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  president,  and,  through  his  dependence  on  them, 
the  virtual  appointment  to  oflSces — among  others,  the  oflScers 
of  the  judiciary  department ;  they  are  to  make  treaties ;  and 
they  are  to  try  all  impeachments.  The  legislative,  executive, 
and  judiciary  powers  are  all  blended  in  one  branch  of  the 
government  The  power  of  making  treaties  involves  the  case 
of  subsidies ;  and  here,  as  an  additional  evil,  foreign  influence 
is  to  be  dreaded.  According  to  the  plan  as  it  now  stands, 
the  president  will  not  be  the  man  of  the  people,  as  he  ought 
to  be,  but  the  minion  of  the  senate.  He  cannot  even  appoint 
a  tide-waiter  without  it.  I  have  always  thought  the  senate 
too  numerous  a  body  for  making  appointments  to  oflSce.  With 
all  their  powers,  and  the  president  in  their  interest,  they  will 
depress  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature,  and  aggrandize 
themselves  in  proportion.    The  new  mode  of  appointing  the 
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president  by  electors  is  a  yalnable  improvement;  but  I  can 
never  agree  to  purchase  it  at  the  price  of  the  ensuing  parts  of 
the  report*'  * 

^^  The  mutual  connection  of  the  president  and  senate,"  said 
Hamilton,  ^^  will  perpetuate  the  one  and  aggrandize  both.  I 
see  no  better  remedy  than  to  let  ihe  highest  number  of  ballots, 
whether  a  majority  or  not,  appoint  the  president.'' f  The 
same  motion  had  the  day  before  been  oflEered  by  Mason,  J  but 
the  convention,  especially  the  smaller  states,  inflexibly  required 
a  majority. 

Williamson,  to  avoid  favoring  aristocracy  in  the  senate,  and 
yet  to  secure  the  assent  of  the  small  states,  wished  to  transfer 
the  eventual  choice  to  the  legislature,  voting  by  states.  To 
the  legislature  Sherman  preferred  the  house  of  representatives, 
the  members  from  each  state  having  one  vote ;  ^  and  the  con- 
vention so  decided  by  ten  states  out  of  eleven. 

Nor  would  the  convention  intrust  the  counting  of  the 
votes  to  the  senate  alone.  By  amendments  adopted  on  the 
sixth,!  it  was  thus  finally  established:  ^^The  president  of  the 
senate  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be 
counted."  In  every  stage  of  the  proceeding  the  convention 
suffered  no  chance  for  the  failure  of  an  election,  and  had  spe- 
cially guarded  against  the  failure  of  an  election  by  the  n^;a- 
tive  of  one  house  upon  the  other,  leaving  the  rules  for  the 
conduct  of  the  electoral  colleges,  or  of  the  two  houses  when  in 
presence  of  each  other,  to  be  supplied  by  the  familiar  expe- 
rience of  the  states.  On  one  point,  and  on  one  point  only, 
the  several  states  of  that  day  differed  in  their  manner  of  count- 
ing votes.  In  Virginia  the  ballot  of  the  two  houses  was  takwi 
in  each  house  respectively,  and  the  boxes  examined  jointly  by 
a  conmiittee  of  each  house.  In  Massachusetts  the  whole  work 
was  done  by  the  senators  and  representatives  assembled  in  one 
room.  On  this  point,  therefore,  and  on  this  point  only,  there 
was  need  of  a  special  regulation ;  and,  accordingly,  the  consti- 
tution enjoined  the  counting  of  the  votes  in  the  presence  of 

♦  Gilpin,  1504,  1505;  Elliot,  610.         »  Gilpin,  1610;  ElUot,  619. 

t  Gilpin,  1607 ;  Elliot,  617.  |  Gilpin,  1609, 1518 ;  ElUot,  618,  68a 


t  GUpin,  1498,  1499 ;  EUiot,  618. 
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the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  after  the  manner  of 
Massachusetts.* 

The  language  of  this  clause  of  the  constitution  is  a  concise, 
dear,  and  imperative  command:  ^^The  votes  shall  then  be 
counted."  The  convention  is  left  with  no  one  but  itself  to  in- 
terpret its  duties  and  prescribe  its  rules  of  action.  'No  power 
whatever  over  the  counting  of  the  votes  is  devolved  on  the 
house  of  representatives  or  on  the  senate ;  whatever  is  granted 
is  granted  to  the  two  houses  ^^  in  the  presence  of  "  each  other ; 
representing  the  states  and  the  people  according  to  the  com- 
promise adopted  for  the  electoral  colleges. 

And  now  the  whole  line  of  march  to  the  mode  of  the  elec- 
tion of  the  president  can  be  surveyed.  The  convention  at  first 
reluctantly  conferred  that  office  on  the  national  legislature; 
and  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  failure  by  a  negative  of  one 
house  on  the  other,  to  the  legislature  voting  in  joint  ballot 
To  escape  from  danger  of  cabal  and  corruption,  it  next  trans- 
ferred full  and  final  power  of  choice  to  an  electoral  college 

•  Constitution  of  Vraoncu,  of  1776.  B.  P.  Poore'a  edition,  1910,  1911.  A 
goremor,  or  chief  magistrate,  shall  be  diosen  annuallj  by  joint  ballot  of  both 
houses  (to  be  taken  in  each  house  respectivelj)  deposited  in  the  conference  room ; 
the  boxes  examined  jointly  by  a  committee  of  each  house,  and  the  numbers  sever- 
ally reported  to  them  that  the  appointments  may  be  entered  (which  shall  be  the 
mode  of  taking  the  joint  ballot  of  both  houses,  in  all  oases).  .  .  . 

A  privy  council,  or  council  of  state,  consisting  of  eight  members,  shall  be 
chosen  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  assembly. 

The  delegates  for  Virginia  to  the  continental  congress  shall  be  chosen  annu^ 
ally,  or  superseded  in  the  mean  time,  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  assembly. 

The  two  houses  of  assembly  shall,  by  joint  ballot,  appdnt  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  appeals,  and  general  court,  judges  in  chanceiy,  judges  of  admiral- 
ty, secretary,  and  the  attorney-general,  to  be  oommissioned  by  the  governor,  and 
continue  in  office  during  good  behavior. 

Constitution  of  Hassachitsitts,  of  1780.  B.  P.  Poore's  edition,  967,  969.  Oh. 
n.,  Art.  II.  Nine  councillors  shall  be  annually  chosen  from  among  the  persons 
returned  for  councOlors  and  senators,  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  Hay,  by  the  joint 
ballot  of  the  senators  and  representatives  assembled  in  one  room. 

Ch.  II.,  Art  I.  The  secretary,  treasurer,  and  receiver-general,  and  the  commis- 
sary-general, notaries  public,  and  naval  officers,  shall  be  chosen  annually,  by  joint 
ballot  of  the  senators  and  representatives,  in  one  room. 

Ch.  IV.  The  del^ates  of  this  commonwealth  to  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  shall,  some  time  in  the  month  of  June,  annually,  be  elected  by  the  joint 
ballot  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  assembled  together  in  one 
room. 
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that  should  be  the  exact  counterpart  of  the  joint  convention  of 
the  two  houses  in  the  representation  of  the  states  as  units,  as 
well  as  the  population  of  the  states,  and  should  meet  at  the  seat 
of  government  Then,  fearing  that  so  laige  a  number  of  men 
would  not  travel  to  the  seat  of  government  for  that  single  pu^ 
pose,  or  might  be  hindered  on  the  way,  they  most  reluctantly 
went  back  to  the  choice  of  the  president  by  the  two  houses  in 
joint  convention.  At  this  moment  the  thought  arose  that  the 
electors  might  cast  their  votes  in  their  own  several  states,  and 
transmit  the  certificates  of  their  ballots  to  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment Accordingly,  the  work  of  electing  a  president  was  di- 
vided; the  convention  removed  the  act  of  voting  horn  the 
joint  session  of  the  two  houses  to  electoral  colleges  in  the  sev- 
eral states,  the  act  of  voting  to  be  followed  by*the  transmission 
of  authenticated  certificates  of  the  votes  to  a  branch  of  the  gen- 
eral legislature  at  the  seat  of  government ;  and  then  it  restored 
to  the  two  houses  in  presence  of  each  other  the  same  office  of 
counting  the  collected  certificates  which  they  would  have  pe^ 
formed  had  the  choice  remained  with  the  two  houses  of  the 
legislature.  Should  no  one  have  a  majority,  the  eventual  elec- 
tion of  the  president,  to  satisfy  the  rising  jealousy  of  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  senate,  was  assigned  to  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, and,  to  please  the  small  states,  to  the  representatives 
voting  by  states.  And  the  house  of  representatives  was  in  the 
clearest  language  ordered  "  immediately  *'  to  choose  by  ballot 
one  of  two,  when  their  vote  was  equal,  one  of  five  where  no 
person  had  a  majority.  In  this  way  a  collision  between  the 
two  houses,  by  a  negative  vote  of  one  on  the  other,  was  com- 
pletely guarded  against  in  every  stage  of  the  procedure.* 

*  When,  thirteen  yenn  later,  this  clause  came  op  for  consideration,  Madiscm 
and  Baldwin,  two  sorFiTing  members  of  the  grand  committee  to  whom  the  federal 
oonyention  had  referred  everything  relating  to  the  choice  of  the  president,  left  on 
record  their  interpretation  of  the  clause.  For  the  opinion  of  Madison,  see  Madison 
to  Jefferson,  4  April  1800,  in  writings  of  Madison,  ii.,  158,  where  the  name  "Ni- 
cholson's "  is  erroneously  printed  for  "Nicholas's,"  «  appears  from  a  comparison 
which  has  been  made  of  the  printed  letter  with  the  original  The  opinion  of  Bald- 
win is  found  in  "  Counting  Electoral  Votes,**  page  19.  Baldwin  gives  his  Tote 
with  Langdon  and  Pinckney,  both  of  whom  had  been  members  of  the  federal  con- 
vention,  for  the  right  of  the  Joint  oonTcntion  to  count  the  Totes.  By  the  kindness 
of  Miss  Sarah  Nicholas  Randolph,  granddaughter  of  Goremor  Wilson  Cary  Ni(^ 
las  of  Virginia,  and  great-granddaughter  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  I  have  been  tl- 
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The  almost  certain  election  of  t^  vice-president  was  secured 
by  declaring  the  candidate  having  the  most  votes  to  be  duly 
elected  In  the  extremely  improbable  case,  that  two  persons 
shonld  lead  all  the  candidates  with  an  exactly  equal  number  of 
votes,  the  election  was  to  devolve  on  the  senate. 

^^  Such  an  officer  as  vice-president,"  said  Williamson  on  the 
seventh,  ^^  is  not  wanted.''  *  To  make  an  excuse  for  his  exist- 
ence, the  convention  decreed  that  he  should  be  president  of  the 
senate.  ^^  That,"  said  Mason,  ^'  is  an  encroachment  on  the  sen- 
ate's rights ;  and,  moreover,  it  mixes  too  much  the  legislative 
and  the  executive."  It  was  seen  that  the  vice-president  brings 
to  the  chair  of  the  senate  the  dignity  of  one  of  the  two  high- 
est officers  in  the  land  chosen  by  the  whole  country ;  and  yet 
that  he  can  have  no  real  influence  in  a  body  upon  which  he  is 
imposed  by  an  extraneous  vote. 

That  the  vice-president  should,  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy, 
act  as  president,  prevents  the  need  of  a  new  election  before  the 
end  of  the  regular  term ;  but  an  immediate  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple might  give  a  later  and  truer  expression  of  its  wishes. 

While  the  method  to  be  adopted  for  the  election  of  the 
president  still  engaged  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  convention,  it 
proceeded  in  the  ascertainment  of  his  powers.    His  style  was 

lowed  to  take  from  the  holograph  of  Jefferson  a  copj  of  his  paper  on  this  subject, 
written  by  him  for  the  use  of  W.  0.  Nicholas  when  senator  from  Virginia  in  con- 
gress in  1800. 

The  question  as  voted  upon  in  congress  in  1800  was  decided  not  by  any  bear- 
ing on  the  selection  of  Jefferson  or  Burr  for  the  presidency,  for  the  party  opposed 
to  Jefferson  had  a  majority  in  each  branch,  but  on  the  unwillingness  of  the  sen- 
ate to  give  to  the  house  of  representatives  superior  weight  in  the  dedidon  of  elec- 
tions. Jefferson,  iv.,  822.  The  vice-president  was  never  charged  with  the  power 
to  count  the  votes.  The  person  who  counted  the  first  votes  for  president  and  vice- 
president  was  no  vice-president,  but  a  senator  elected  by  the  senate  as  its  presid- 
ing officer  for  that  act  under  a  special  authority  conferred  by  the  constitution  for 
that  one  occasion  when  the  constitution  was  to  be  set  in  motion. 

On  any  pretence  of  a  right  in  the  vice-president  to  count  the  votes,  compare 
the  words  spoken  in  the  senate  by  Senator  Conkling,  28  and  24  January  1877,  and 
Senator  Edmunds,  20  November  1811,  The  laws  of  historical  criticism  require 
the  historian  to  study  the  words  of  the  state  constitutions  from  whidi  the  article 
in  the  United  States  constitution  is  taken,  and  the  practice  of  the  state  legislatures 
of  that  day  under  the  original  articles  in  the  state  constitutions ;  and  these  must 
decide  on  the  right  interpretation  of  the  language  employed  in  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States.  *  Gilpin,  1517 ;  EUiot,  022. 
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declai^d  to  be  "  the  Prerident  of  the  United  States  of  America ;  ** 
the  clause  that  his  title  should  be  ^'His  Excellency"  was  still 
suffered  to  linger  in  the  draft  He  was  to  be  the  minister  to 
cany  out  the  will  of  the  legislature,  and  see  that  the  laws  are 
executed.  It  was  made  his  duty  to  give  information  of  the 
state  of  the  union ;  and  to  recommend  necessaiy  and  expedicDt 
measures.  He  could  not  prorogue  the  two  branches  of  the 
legislature  nor  either  of  them ;  nor  appeal  to  the  people  by 
dissolving  them.  They  alone  had  the  power  to  adjourn ;  but 
on  extraordinary  occasions  to  him  belonged  the  prerogative  to 
convene  them,  or  to  convene  the  senate  alone. 

Wilson  was  most  apprehensive  that  the  legislature,  by  swal- 
lowing up  all  the  other  powers,  would  lead  to  a  dissolution  of 
the  government,  no  adequate  self-defensive  power  having  been 
granted  either  to  the  executive  or  judicial  department.*  To 
strengthen  the  president  and  raise  a  strong  barrier  against  rash 
l^islation,  Gouvemeur  Morris  would  have  granted  the  presi- 
dent a  qualified  veto  on  the  repeal  of  a  law,  an  absolute  veto  on 
every  act  of  legislation.t 

In  June  the  convention  had  agreed  that  the  veto  of  the 
president  on  an  act  of  congress  could  be  overruled  by  two  thirds 
of  each  house ;  on  the  fifteenth  of  Augnst,  at  the  instance  of 
Williamson,  it  was  agreed  that  the  veto  of  the  president  could 
be  overruled  only  by  three  fourths  of  each  branch  of  congress, 
and  on  the  next  day  the  same  rule  was  applied  to  every  order, 
resolution,  or  vote  to  which  the  concurrence  of  the  two  houses 
might  be  necessary,  except  it  were  a  question  of  adjournment.^ 

Sherman,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  August,  had  proposed  that 
pardons  should  require  the  consent  of  the  senate ;  but  no  state 
except  his  own  was  willing  thus  to  restrict  the  clemency  of  the 
president.^ 

All  agreed  that  he  should  be  conmiander-in-chief  of  the 
army  and  the  navy ;  but,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  August,  at 
Sherman's  instance,  he  was  to  conmaand  the  militia  only  when 
it  should  be  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States.) 

The  men  who  made  the  constitution  had  taken  to  heartthe 

♦  Gilpin,  1886, 1887 ;  Elliot,  480.  •  GUpin,  1488 ;  EUlot,  480. 

t  GUi^  1884 ;  EUlot,  429.  |  GUpin,  1484 ;  EUiot,  48a 

i  GUpin,  1887, 1888;  EUiot,  481. 
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lesson  that  the  three  great  powers — ^legislative,  judicial,  and  ex- 
ecntive — should  be  lodged  in  different  hands.  "Executing 
the  laws  and  appointing  officers  not  appertaining  to  and  ap- 
pointed by  the  legislature,"  Wilson  had  said,  so  early  as  the 
first  of  June, "  are  strictly  executive  powers."  *  Yet  it  seemed 
needful  to  keep  watch  over  the  president,  and  Gerry  f  and 
Sherman  had  favored  the  appointment  of  an  executive  council  j: 
Charles  Pinckney  wished  the  president  to  consult  the  heads 
of  the  principal  departments.*  "A  superfluous  proposition," 
said  Hamilton,  "  for  the  president  will  at  any  rate  have  that 
right."  Mercer,  on  the  fourteenth  of  August,  suggested  "  a 
council  composed  of  members  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature 
to  stand  between  the  aristocracy  and  the  executive."  |  But  the 
thought  did  not  take  root 

The  convention  was  anxious  to  reconcile  a  discreet  watch- 
fulness over  the  executive  with  his  independence.  In  August 
Ellsworth  had  recommended  a  council  to  be  composed  of  the 
president  of  the  senate,  the  chief  justice,  and  the  ministers,  or 
secretaries  as  Gouvemeur  Morris  named  them,  of  the  foreign, 
the  interior,  war,  treasury,  and  navy  departments, "  to  advise,  but 
not  conclude  the  president."  ^  Gerry  pronounced  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  chief  justice  particularly  exceptionable.  ^  Dick- 
inson urged  that  the  great  appointments  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments should  be  made  by  the  legislature,  in  which  case  they 
might  properly  be  consulted  by  the  executive.  The  elaborate 
plan  of  a  council  of  state  which  Gouvemeur  Morris  proposed 
on  the  twentieth  differed  from  that  of  Ellsworth  mainly  in  its 
exclusion  of  the  president  of  the  senate. 

The  persistent  convention  next  consulted  its  committee  of 
detail,  which  on  the  twenty-second  reported :  that  "  the  privy 
coundl  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  consist  of 
the  president  of  the  senate,  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, the  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  and  the  prin- 
cipal officer  in  each  of  five  departments  as  they  shall  from  time 
to  time  be  established ;  their  duty  shall  be  to  advise  him  in 

*  Gilpin,  763;  EUiot,  141.  |  Gilpin,  1818;  ElUot,  421. 

t  Ibid.  A  Gilpin,  1868,  1869 ;  Elliot,  442. 

t  Gilpin,  782 ;  Elliot,  160.  ^  GUpin,  1359 ;  Elliot,  442. 

•  Giipin,  811 ;  ElUot,  166. 
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matters  which  he  shall  lay  before  them ;  but  their  advice  shall 
not  conclude  him,  nor  affect  his  responsibility."  *  The  report 
did  not  satisfy  the  convention,  which,  still  hopeful  and  perse- 
vering, referred  the  subject  to  the  grand  committee  of  the 
eleven  states. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  made  on  the  fourth  of  Sep- 
tember, did  no  more  than  permit  the  executive  to  ^^  require 
the  opinion  in  writing  of  the  principal  officer  in  each  of  the 
executive  departments,  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties 
of  his  office." t  "In  rejecting  a  council  to  the  president," 
such  were  the  final  words  of  Mason,  "we  are  about  to  tiy  an 
experiment  on  which  the  most  despotic  government  has  never 
ventured ;  the  Grand  Seignior  himself  has  his  Divan ;"  and 
he  proposed  an  executive  council  to  be  appointed  by  the  l^is- 
lature  or  by  the  senate,  and  to  consist  of  two  members  from 
the  eastern,  two  from  the  middle,  and  two  from  the  southern 
states ;  witii  a  rotation  and  duration  of  office  similar  to  those 
of  the  senate.  :|:  He  was  seconded  by  Franklin,  who  "  thought 
a  council  would  be  a  check  on  a  bad  president,  a  rehef  to  a 
good  one."  ^  Wilson  "  approved  of  a  council,  in  preference 
to  making  the  senate  a  party  to  appointments."  So  did  Dick- 
inson and  Madison ;  but  the  motion  gained  only  three  states ;  | 
and  then  by  a  unanimous  vote  the  president  was  authorized  to 
take  written  opinions  of  the  heads  of  departments,-^  who  thus 
became  his  constitutional  advisers. 

The  failure  to  establish  an  efficient  council  led  the  conven- 
tion most  reluctantly  to  vest  the  senate  with  some  control  over 
acts  of  the  executive.  On  the  seventh  it  was  agreed  "  that 
the  president  shall  have  the  power  to  make  treaties  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate."  ^  "  And  of  the  house 
of  representatives,"  Wilson  would  have  added;  saying:  "As 
treaties  are  to  have  the  operation  of  laws,  they  ought  to  have 
the  sanction  of  laws."  But  Sherman  represented  that  the  ne- 
cessity of  secrecy  forbade  a  reference  to  both  houses,  and  eveiy 
state  assented  except  Pennsylvania.  J 

*  Gilpin,  1398,  1899 ;  Elliot,  462.  |  Gilpin,  1624 ;  Elliot,  626. 
t  Gilpin,  1488 ;  Elliot,  607.                          ^  n,id. 

t  Gilpin,  1523 ;  Elliot,  626.  <>  GUpin,  1619,  Elliot,  628. 

•  Ibid.  i  Gilpin,  1619 ;  ElUot,  628. 
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It  has  already  been  related  that  to  diminish  the  temptation 
to  war,  the  power  to  declare  it  was  confided  to  the  legislature. 
In  treaties  of  peace,  Madison,  fearing  in  a  president  a  passion 
for  continuing  war,  proposed  to  dispense  with  his  concurrence. 
" The  means  of  carrying  on  the  war,''  said  Gk)rham,  "will  not 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  president,  but  of  the  legislature."  "  Ko 
peace,"  insisted  Gouvemeur  Morris,  "  ought  to  be  made  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  the  president,  who  is  the  general  guar- 
dian of  the  nation."  And  Maryland,  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia  alone  voted  for  the  amendment* 

On  the  seventh,  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate  was, 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  required  for  the  appointment  of  ambas- 
sadors, other  public  ministers,  consuls,  and  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court  ;t  and  for  all  other  officers  of  tiie  United  States 
by  nine  states  against  Pennsylvania  and  South  Carolina,  j: 
But  eight  days  later  the  legislature  was  authorized  to  vest  the 
appointment  of  inferior  officers  in  the  president  alone,  in  the 
courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  departments.** 

All  agreed  in  giving  the  president  power  to  fill  up,  tem- 
porarily, vacancies  that  might  happen  during  the  recess  of  the 
senate.  | 

Had  the  consent  of  the  senate  been  made  necessary  to  dis- 
place as  well  as  to  appoint,  the  executive  would  have  suffered 
degradation ;  and  the  relative  importance  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives a  grave  diminution.  To  change  the  tenure  of 
office  from  the  good  opinion  of  the  president,  who  is  the  em- 
ployer and  needs  efficient  agents  in  executing  the  laws,  to  the 
favor  of  the  senate,  which  has  no  executive  powers,  would 
create  a  new  fealty  alien  to  the  duties  of  an  officer  of  the 
United  States. 

"  The  three  distinct  powers,  legislative,  judicial,  and  execu- 
tive," said  Ellsworth,  as  senator,  in  1789,  explaining  the  con- 
stitution which  he  had  done  so  much  to  frame,  ^^  should  be 
placed  in  different  hands.  JTe  shall  take  oare  that  the  laws  be 
faithfvlly  executed^  are  sweeping  words.  The  officers  should 
be  attentive  to  the  president,  to  whom  the  senate  is  not  a  coxm- 

•  Gilpin,  1521, 1622 ;  Elliot,  624, 626.       •  GUpin,  1688, 1689 ;  ElUot,  650. 
f  Glipin,  1620 ;  EUlot,  52B,  524.  |  GUpin,  1620 ;  ElUot,  624. 
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ciL  To  turn  a  man  ont  of  office  is  an  exercise  neither  of 
legislative  nor  of  judicial  power.  The  advice  of  the  senate 
does  not  make  the  appointment ;  the  president  appoints :  there 
are  certain  restrictions  in  certain  cases,  but  the  restriction  is 
as  to  the  appointment  and  not  as  to  the  removal"  * 

One  question  on  the  qualifications  of  the  president  was 
among  the  last  to  be  decided.  On  the  twentynsecond  of  August 
the  committee  of  detail,  fixing  the  requisite  age  of  the  presi- 
dent at  thirt j-five,  on  their  own  motion  and  for  the  first  time 
required  that  the  president  should  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  should  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  them  for  twenty- 
one  years.t  The  idea  then  arose  that  no  number  of  years 
could  properly  prepare  a  foreigner  for  the  office  of  presi- 
dent ;  but  as  men  of  other  lands  had  spilled  their  blood  iu  the 
cause  of  the  United  States,  and  had  assisted  at  every  stage  of 
the  formation  of  their  institutions,  the  committee  of  states  who 
were  charged  with  all  unfinished  business  proposed,  on  the 
fourth  of  September,  that  "  no  person  except  a  natural-bom 
citizen,  or  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  this  constitution,  should  be  eligible  to  the  office  of 
president,"  and  for  the  foreign-bom  proposed  a  reduction  of 
the  requisite  years  of  residence  to  fourteen.  On  the  seventh 
of  September  the  modification,  with  the  restriction  as  to  the 
age  of  the  president,  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Ko  majorities  of  the  legislature  could  force  a  president  to 
retire  before  the  end  of  his  term ;  but  he  might  be  impeached 
by  the  house  of  representatives  for  treason,  bribery,  or  other 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors.  The  tribunal  for  his  arraign- 
ment was  at  first  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States ;  but 
they  would  be  few  in  number ;  the  president,  after  oondemnar 
tion,  might  be  further  amenable  to  them ;  and  besides,  they 
would  be  of  his  appointment  Hamilton  had  suggested  a 
forum  composed  of  the  chief  justice  of  each  state.  $  Contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  Madison,  the  English  precedent  was  followed, 
and  the  senate  was  made  the  court  to  try  all  officers  liable  to 
impeachment ;  and,  on  conviction  by  a  two  thirds  vote,  to  re- 
move them.    As  the  vice-president,  on  the  president's  removal, 

*  MS.  report  of  Ellsworth's  speech  bj  William  Patcrson. 

f  GUpin,  1898 ;  EUiot,  462.  t  QUpin,  892, 1168 ;  Elliot,  206, 842. 
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wonld  succeed  to  his  place,  the  chief  justice  was  dirocted  to 
preside  on  the  trial  of  the  president. 

At  so  late  a  day  as  the  fourteenth  of  September,  Butledge 
and  Gouyemeur  Morris  moved  that  persons  impeached  be  sus- 
pended from  their  offices  until  they  be  tried  and  acquitted ;  but 
Madison  defeated  the  proposition  bj  pointing  out  that  this  in- 
termediate suspension  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  one  branch 
only  to  vote  a  temporary  removal  of  the  existing  magistrate.* 

Judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment  could  extend  only  to 
removal  from  office  and  disqualification;  but  the  party  re- 
mained liable  to  indictment,  trial,  and  punishment,  according 
to  law.  The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  impeach- 
ment, could  be  only  by  juiy. 

*GUpin,  16'72;  Elliot,  012. 
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CHAPTEB  X. 

THE  FEDERAL  JUDIdABT. 

AiTGTTST  Aim  September  1787. 

The  resolution  on  the  federal  judiciary  which  went  from 
the  convention  to  the  committee  of  detail  pmT)08ely  described 
the  extent  of  its  jurisdiction  in  vague  and  general  terms.  The 
very  able  lawyers  on  that  committee,  Eutledge,  Wilson,  Ran- 
dolph, and  Ellsworth,  proceeding  with  equal  boldness  and  pre- 
cision, shrinking  from  aggressions  on  the  rights  of  the  states 
and  yet  entertaining  efficient  and  comprehensive  designs, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  caused  little  diversity  of  opmion, 
and  was  held  to  need  no  essential  amendment.  But  on  one 
point  they  kept  silence.  A  deeply-seated  dread  of  danger  from 
hasty  legislation  pervaded  the  mind  of  the  convention ;  and 
Mason,  Madison,  and  others  persistently  desired  to  vest  in  the 
supreme  court  a  revisionary  power  over  the  acts  of  congress, 
with  an  independent  negative,  or  a  negative  in  conjunction 
with  the  executive.  Though  the  measure  had  been  repeatedly 
brought  forward  and  as  often  put  aside,  Madison,  on  the  fif* 
teenth  of  August,  proposed  once  more  that  "  Every  bill  which 
shall  have  passed  the  two  houses  shall,  before  it  becomes  a  law, 
be  severally  presented  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  for  the  revision  of 
each ; "  ♦  the  veto  of  the  ju(^es  not  to  be  overthrown  by  less 
than  two  thirds,  nor,  if  the  president  joined  them,  by  less  than 
three  fourths  of  each  house.    He  was  seconded  by  Wilson. 

Charles  Pinckney  opposed  the  interference  of  the  judges  in 
legislation,  because  it  would  involve  them  in  the  conflict  of 

•GUpin,  1882;  Emot,  42S. 
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parties  and  tinge  their  opinions  before  their  action  in  conrt 
"The  judiciary,"  said  John  Francis  Mercer  of  Maryland, 
"  onght  to  be  separate  from  the  legislative  and  independent  of 
it  I  disapprove  the  doctrine  that  the  judges  should,  as  ex- 
positors of  the  constitution,  have  authority  to  declare  a  law 
void.  Laws  ought  to  be  well  and  cautiously  made,  and  then 
to  be  uncontrollable."  *  To  the  regret  of  Gouvemeur  Morris, 
the  motion  of  Madison  was  supported  only  by  Maryland,  Dela- 
ware, and  Yirginia.  Dickinson  was  strongly  impressed  with 
the  objection  to  the  power  of  the  judges  to  set  aside  the  law. 
He  thought  no  such  power  ought  to  exist,  but  was  at  a  loss  for 
a  substitute.  "  The  justiciary  of  Aragon,"  he  observed,  "  be- 
came by  degrees  the  law-giver."  f 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth  Charles  Pinckney  suIk 
mitted  numerous  propositions;  among  them  was  one  that 
"  Each  branch  of  the  legislature,  as  well  as  the  supreme  execu- 
tive, shall  have  authority  to  require  the  opinions  of  the  su- 
preme judicial  court  upon  important  questions  of  law,  and 
upon  solenm  occasions."  J  This  article,  as  well  as  the  rest,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  of  detail,  without  debate  or  consid- 
eration by  the  house,  and  was  never  again  heard  of. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  the  article  on  the  judiciary  reported 
by  the  conmuttee  of  detail  was  taken  up ;  and  it  was  agreed 
that  "  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested 
in  one  supreme  court,  and  such  inferior  courts  as  shaU,  when 
necessary,  from  time  to  time,  be  constituted  by  the  legislature 
of  the  United  States."  ^  "  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
and  of  the  inferior  courts,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good 
behavior.  They  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  their  services 
a  compensation  which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  their 
continuance  in  office."  |  Judges  of  inferior  courts  were  clothed 
with  the  same  independence  of  the  two  other  branches  of  the 
government  as  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court. 

Dickinson  thought  that  the  tenure  of  office  was  made  too 
absolute;  and,  following  the  example  of  Great  Britain  and 
Massadhusetts,  he  desired  that  the  judges  should  be  removable 

•  Gilpin,  1883  ;  Elliot,  429.  »  Gilpin,  1436  ;  ElUot,  481. 

t  Gilpin,  1334 ;  ElUot,  429.  |  Gilpin,  1437 ;  ElUot,  482. 
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by  the  execative  on  application  of  the  senate  and  the  house  of 
representatives.*  "  If  the  supreme  court,"  said  Butledge, "  is  to 
judge  between  the  United  States  and  particular  states,  this  alone 
is  an  insuperable  objection  to  the  motion."  The  clause  gamed 
no  vote  but  that  of  Connecticut,  Massachusetts  being  absent 
In  England  the  highest  judicial  officer  is  liable  to  change  with 
every  change  of  administration,  and  every  one  may  be  removed 
on  the  request  of  a  majority  in  each  house  of  parliament ; 
every  judge  of  the  United  States,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest,  is  an  officer  for  life,  unless  on  impeachment  he  should 
be  convicted  by  the  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  senate. 

The  judicial  power  was  by  a  motion  of  Johnson  extended 
to  cases  in  law  and  equity.  He  further  proposed  to  extend 
it  ^^  to  all  cases  arising  under  the  constitution ; "  and  the  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to  without  dissent,  because  in  the  opinion  of 
the  convention  the  jurisdiction  given  was  constructively  limited 
to  cases  of  a  judiciary  naturcf 

In  this  way  Madison's  scheme  of  restraining  unconstitu- 
tional legislation  of  the  states  by  reserving  to  the  legislature  of 
the  union  a  veto  on  every  act  of  state  legislation  was  finally 
abandoned ;  and  the  power  of  revising  and  reversing  a  clause 
of  a  state  law  that  conflicted  with  the  federal  constitution  was 
confided  exclusively  to  the  federal  judiciary,  but  only  when  a 
case  should  be  properly  brought  before  the  court  The  deci- 
sion of  the  court  in  all  cases  within  its  jurisdiction  is  final  be- 
tween the  parties  to  a  suit,  and  must  be  carried  into  effect  by 
the  proper  officers ;  but,  as  an  interpretation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, it  does  not  bind  the  president  or  the  legislature  of  the 
United  States.  Under  the  same  qualification  the  constitution 
gives  to  the  judges  the  power  to  compare  any  act  of  congress 
with  the  constitution.  But  the  supreme  bencJi  can  set  aside  in 
an  act  of  congress  or  of  a  state  only  that  which  is  at  variance 
with  the  constitution  ;  if  it  be  merely  one  clause,  or  even  but 
one  word,  they  can  overrule  that  word  or  that  clause,  and  no 
more.  The  whole  law  can  never  be  set  aside  unless  eveiy  part 
of  it  is  tainted  with  unconstitutionality.  X 

Rutledge  next  observed  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 

*  Gilpin,  1486 ;  EUiot,  481.  f  Gilpin,  1483,  1489  ;  EUiot,  488. 
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fihould  extend  to  treaties  made,  or  to  be  made,  mider  the 
anthority  of  the  United  States ;  and  this  proposal  was  readily 
adopted.* 

The  proposition  that  the  comis  shonld  oondnct  the  trial  of 
impeachments  was  put  aside,  and  that  duty  was  afterward  as- 
signed to  the  senate.    Two  clauses  in  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  detail,  which,  after  a  precedent  in  the  confederacy,  con- 
fided to  the  senate  the  settlement  of  all  controversies  between  : 
two  or  more  states  respecting  jurisdiction  or  territory,  and  all  i 
controversies  concerning  grante  of  the  same  lands  by  two  or  j 
more  states,  were  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  removed  from ' 
the  senate  and  made  over  to  the  federal  courts. 

In  constructing  the  judiciary,  extreme  care  was  taken  to 
keep  out  of  the  United  States  courts  all  questions  which  re- 
lated to  matters  that  began  and  ended  within  a  separate  com- 
monwealth. This  intention  is  stamped  alike  on  the  federal 
proposals  of  Virginia,  of  New  Jersey,  and  of  Connecticut ;  it 
was  carefully  respected  in  those  clauses  which  limit  the  action 
of  the  individual  states. 

The  original  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court  embraces 
only  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and 
consuls.  Cases  in  which  a  state  should  be  a  party  were  added 
for  the  single  purpose  of  authorizing  a  state  as  plaintiff  to 
seek  justice  in  a  federal  court ;  it  was  as  little  intended  to  per- 
mit individuals  to  bring  a  state  there  as  defendant  as  to  arraign 
an  ambassador.  The  appellate  power  included  cases  of  admi- 
ralty and  maritime  jurisdiction.  In  these  three  classes  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court,  original  in  two  of  them,  appellate  in  the 
third,  is  in  imperative  language  extended  ^'  to  all  cases."  But 
as  ^'  to  controversies  to  which  the  United  States  shall  be  a  party ; 
to  controversies  between  two  or  more  states ;  between  a  state 
and  citizens  of  another  state;  between  citizens  of  different 
states ;  between  citizens  of  the  same  state  claiming  lands  under 
grants  of  different  states,  and  between  a  state  or  the  citizens 
thereof  and  foreign  states,  citizens  or  subjects,"  the  judicial 
power  is  limited.  The  section  implies  that  only  a  part  of  the 
controversies  in  each  of  the  enumerated  classes  may  come  xm- 
der  the  jurisdiction  of  the  federal  courts ;  and  it  was  left  to 

^  GUpin,  1439 ;  EUiot,  488. 
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the  federal  legislature  to  make  the  discrimination  which  in  its 
judgment  public  jwKcy  might  dictate.*  Here  congress,  and 
congress  alone,  selects  the  controversies  to  which  the  appellate 
judicial  power  may  extend,  and  at  its  own  judgment  limits  the 
right  of  appeal  The  conyention  purposely  made  it  the  duty 
of  congress  to  watch  over  the  development  of  the  system,  and 
restrict  accordingly  the  appellate  jurisdiction*  By  reserving 
to  the  tribunals  of  the  states  jurisdiction  over  cases  that  may 
properly  belong  to  them,  it  may  rescue  the  federal  court  from 
the  danger  of  losing  its  efficiency  beneath  laiger  masses  of 
business  than  it  can  dispose  of. 

The  method  of  choosing  the  federal  judidaiy  was  settled 
without  strife.  The  motion  for  its  appointment  by  the  execu- 
tive, with  the  advice  and  consent  of  tibe  senate,  when  first  pro- 
posed, gained  an  equal  vote ;  and  on  the  seventh  of  September 
was  agreed  to  without  a  divi6ion.t 

The  supreme  court  was  to  be  the  "bulwark  of  a  limited 
constitution  against  legislative  encroachments."  ^  A  bench  of 
a  few,  selected  with  care  by  the  president  and  senate  from  the 
nation,  seemed  a  safer  tribunal  than  a  multitudinous  assembly 
elected  for  a  short  period  under  the  sway  of  passing  currents  of 
thought,  or  the  intrepid  fixedness  of  an  uncompromising  party. 
There  always  remains  danger  of  erroneous  judgments,  arising 
from  mistakes,  imperfect  investigation,  the  bias  of  preyions 
connections,  the  seductions  of  ambition,  or  the  instigations  of 
surrounding  opinions ;  and  a  court  from  which  there  is  no  ap- 
peal is  apt  to  forget  circumspection  in  its  sense  of  security. 
The  passage  of  a  judge  from  the  bar  to  the  bench  does  not  nec- 
essarily divest  him  of  prejudices;  nor  chill  his  relations  to  the 
particular  political  party  to  which  he  may  owe  his  advance- 
ment ;  nor  blot  out  of  his  memory  the  great  interests  which  he 
may  have  professionally  piloted  through  doubtful  straits;  nor 
quiet  the  ambition  which  he  is  not  required  to  renounce,  even 
though  his  appointment  is  for  life;  nor  cure  predilections 
which  sometimes  have  their  seat  in  his  own  inmost  nature. 

But  the  constitution  retains  the  means  of  protecting  itself 
against  the  errors  of  partial  or  interested  judgments.    In  the 

♦  Story  In  Curtla,  ill.,  669 ;  Ellsworth  In  Curtia,  I,  248. 
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first  place,  the  force  of  a  judicial  opinion  of  the  supreme  court, 
in  so  far  as  it  is  irrevenible,  reaches  only  the  particular  case  in 
dispute ;  and  to  this  society  submits,  in  order  to  escape  from 
anarchy  in  the  daily  routine  of  business.  To  the  decision  on 
an  underlying  question  of  constitutional  law  no  such  finality 
attaches.  To  endure,  it  must  be  right  If  it  is  right,  it  will 
approve  itself  to  the  uniyersal  sense  of  the  impartial  A  judge 
who  can  justly  lay  daim  to  integrity  will  never  lay  daim  to  in- 
fallibility ;  but  with  indefatigable  research  will  add,  retract, 
and  correct  whenever  more  mature  consideration  shows  the 
need  of  it*  The  court  is  itself  inferior  and  subordinate  to  the 
constitution ;  it  has  only  a  delegated  authority,  and  every  opin- 
ion contrary  to  the  tenor  of  its  commission  is  void,  except  as 
settling  the  case  on  triaL  The  prior  act  of  the  superior  must 
be  preferred  to  the  subsequent  act  of  an  inferior;  otherwise  it 
might  transform  the  limited  into  an  unlimited  constitution. 
When  laws  dash,  the  latest  law  is  rightly  held  to  express  the 
corrected  will  of  the  legislature ;  but  the  constitution  is  the 
fundamental  code,  the  law  of  laws ;  and  where  there  is  a  con- 
fiict  between  the  constitution  and  a  decision  of  the  court,  the 
original  permanent  act  of  the  superior  outweighs  the  later  act 
of  the  inferior,  and  retains  its  own  supreme  energy  unaltered 
and  unalterable  except  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  consti- 
tution itself.  To  say  that  a  court,  having  discovered  an  error, 
should  yet  ding  to  it  because  it  has  once  been  delivered  as  its 
opinion,  is  to  invest  caprice  with  inviolability  and  make  a 
wrong  judgment  of  a  servant  outweigh  the  constitution  to 
which  he  has  sworn  obedience.  An  act  of  the  legislature  at 
variance  with  the  constitution  is  pronounced  void;  an  opin- 
ion of  the  supreme  court  at  variance  with  the  constitution  is 
equally  so. 

Next  to  the  court  itself,  the  men  who  framed  the  constitu- 
tion relied  upon  the  power  and  the  readiness  of  congress  to 
punish  through  impeachment  the  substitution  of  the  personal 
will  of  the  judge  for  the  law. 

A  third  influence  may  rise  up  ^^  as  the  rightful  interpreter 
of  this  great  diarter ''  of  American  rights  and  American  power 
in  ^'  the  good  sense  "  f  of  the  land,  wiser  than  the  judges  alone, 

*  Wil0on*B  Works,  L,  29.        f  Cooley'e  Constitational  Law,  224 ;  Curtis,  ir.,  890. 
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because  it  includes  within  itself  the  wisdom  of  the  jndges  them- 
selves ;  and  this  may  lead  either  to  the  better  instruction  of  the 
court,  or  to  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  by  the  coUectiye 
mind  of  the  country. 

The  consolidation  of  the  union  was  to  be  made  visible  to 
the  nation  and  the  world  by  the  establishment  of  a  seat  of  gov- 
ernment for  the  United  States  under  their  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion ;  and  like  authority  was  to  be  exercised  over  all  places  pm^ 
chased  for  forts,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful  buildings.*  It 
was  not  doubted  that  the  government  of  the  union  should  de- 
fend each  state  against  foreign  enemies  and  concurrently  against 
domestic  violence ;  and  should  guarantee  to  every  one  of  the 
states  the  form  of  a  republicf 

Sherman  hesitated  about  granting  power  to  establish  uni- 
form laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies,  lest  they  might  be 
made  punishable  even  with  death.  "  This,"  said  Goavemeur 
Morris,  "  is  an  extensive  and  delicate  subject  I  see  no  danger 
of  abuse  of  the  power  by  the  legislature  of  the  United  States."  J 
On  the  question  the  clause  was  agreed  to,  Connecticut  alone 
being  in  the  negative. 

So  soon  as  it  was  agreed  that  the  states  should  have  an 
equal  representation  in  the  senate,  the  small  states  ceased  to  be 
jealous  of  its  influence  on  money  bills ;  finally,  on  the  eighth 
of  September,  it  was  settled  that,  while  all  bills  for  raismg 
revenue  should  originate  in  the  house  of  representatives,  the 
senate  might  propose  or  concur  with  amendments  as  on  other 
bills.<> 

On  the  same  day,  just  before  the  adjournment,  Williamson 
strove  to  increase  the  number  of  the  first  house  of  representa- 
tives ;  and  was  seconded  by  Madison.  Hamilton  spoke  with 
earnestness  and  anxiety  for  the  motion.  "I  am,"  said  he,  "a 
friend  to  a  vigorous  government ;  at  the  same  time  I  hold  it 
essential  that  the  popular  branch  of  the  government  should 
rest  on  a  broad  foundation.  The  house  of  representatives  is  on 
so  narrow  a  scale  as  to  warrant  a  jealousy  in  the  people  for  their 

♦  Gilpin,  740,  1218,  1296,  1612;  EUiot,  180,  874,  409,  661. 

t  GUpin,  784,  861,  1141,  1241,1621 ;  EUiot,  128,  190,  888,  881,  664. 
i  GUpin,  1481 ;  Elliot,  604. 

•  Gilpin,  1494,  1680,  1681 ;  Elliot,  610,  629  ;  EUiot,  L,  286,  294,  296. 
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liberties.  The  connection  between  the  president  and  the  senate 
will  tend  to  perpetnate  him  by  cormpt  influence;  on  this 
account  a  numerous  representation  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
legislature  should  be  established."  The  motion  was  lost  by  one 
majority;  Pennsylvania  and  the  four  states  nearest  her  on  the 
south  being  outvoted  by  !N'ew  Jersey  and  the  New  England  states 
at  one  extreme,  and  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  at  the  other.^ 
It  remained  to  mark  out  the  way  in  which  the  new  consti- 
tution should  be  ratified.  The  convention  had  shown  a  dis- 
incUnation  to  ask  for  it  the  approbation  of  congress.  Hamilton 
saw  in  the  omission  an  indecorum,  and  made  the  rash  motion 
that  congress,  if  they  should  agree  to  the  constitution,  should 
transmit  it  for  ratification  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
states.  Gtorry  seconded  him.f  Wilson  strongly  disapproved 
^'  the  suspending  the  plan  of  the  convention  on  the  approbation 
of  congress.''  He  declared  it  worse  than  folly  to  rely  on  the 
concurrence  of  the  Ehode  Island  members  of  congress.  Mary- 
land had  voted,  on  the  floor  of  the  convention,  for  requiring  the 
unanimous  assent  of  the  thirteen  states  to  the  change  in  the 
federal  system ;  for  a  long  time  ITew  York  had  not  been  rep- 
resented ;  deputies  from  other  states  had  spoken  against  the 
plan.  '^  Can  it  then  be  safe  to  make  the  assent  of  congress 
necessary  f  We  are  ourselves,  at  the  close,  throwing  insuper- 
able obstacles  in  the  way  of  its  success."  $  Clymer  thought 
the  proposed  mode  would  fetter  and  embarrass  congress ;  and 
"King  and  Kutledge  concurring  with  him,  Hamilton's  motion 
was  supported  only  by  Connecticut.**  It  was  then  voted,  in 
the  words  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  detail :  ^^  This  con- 
stitution shall  be  laid  before  the  United  States  in  congress 
assembled ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  convention  that  it  should 
be  afterward  submitted  to  a  convention  chosen  in  each  state, 
under  the  reconmiendation  of  its  legislature,  in  order  to  receive 
the  ratification  of  such  convention."  In  substance  this  method 
was  never  changed ;  in  form  it  was  removed  from  the  constitu- 
tion and  imbodied  in  a  directory  resolution.  | 

*  Gflpix^  1688 ;  EUiot,  580.  f  Oilpln,  1689 ;  ElUot,  688. 

X  Gilpin,  1640 ;  EUiot,  584.  «  GUpin,  1541 ;  Elliot,  684. 

I  Art.  xxil  of  draft  of  the  constitution  submitted  to  the  committee  of  revi- 
don,  September  10th.    Gilpin,  1570 ;  Elliot,  541. 
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Bandolph  now  began  to  speak  of  the  constitution  as  a  plan 
which  wonld  end  in  tyranny;  and  proposed  that  the  state  eon- 
yentions,  on  receiving  it,  ^ould  have  power  to  adopt,  i^j^ 
or  amend  it;  after  which  another  general  convention  should 
meet  with  full  power  to  adopt  or  reject  the  px)posed  altera- 
tions, and  to  establish  finally  the  government  Franklin  seo- 
onded  the  motion.*  Out  of  respect  to  its  au&ors,  the  pro- 
position was  allowed  to  remain  on  the  table ;  but  by  a  unani- 
mous vote  it  was  ordered  that  the  constitution  should  be 
established  on  its  ratification  by  the  conventions  of  nine  8tat;es.t 
Finally,  a  conmiittee  of  five  was  appointed  to  revise  its  style 
and  the  arrangement  of  its  articles. 

♦  GUpin,  1542 ;  ElUot,  635.  f  ^^9^  1571 ;  EUiot,  541. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

THE  LA8T  DATS  OF  THB  OONTENTION. 

Septkmbeb  12  TO  Septembeb  17,  1787. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  constitution  was  referred  for 
the  arrangement  of  its  articles  and  the  revision  of  its  style 
were  Johnson,  Hamilton,  Gouvemenr  Morris,  Madison,  and 
King.  The  final  draft  of  the  instroment  was  written  by  Gou- 
vemenr Morris,*  who  knew  how  to  reject  redundant  and  equiv- 
ocal expressions,  and  to  use  language  with  deamess  and  vigor ; 
but  the  convention  itself  had  given  so  minute,  long-continued, 
and  oft-renewed  attention  to  eveiy  phrase  in  every  section, 
that  there  scarcely  remained  room  for  improvement  except  in 
the  distribution  of  its  parts. 

Its  first  words  are :  "  We  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  to  establish  justice,  en- 
sure domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
promote  the  gen^ul  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty 
to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  con- 
stitution for  the  United  States  of  America."    Here  is  no  traA* 
sient  compact  between  parties :  it  is  the  institution  of  govern-  j 
ment  by  an  act  of  the  highest  sovereignty ;  the  decree  of  many  j 
who  are  yet  one ;  their  law  of  laws,  inviolably  supreme,  and  - 
not  to  be  changed  except  in  the  way  which  their  forecast  has^^t 
provided.  *    y      ' 

The  names  of  the  thirteen  states,  so  carefully  enumerated  in     jfXli  -v  '  * 
the  ^^^^**Tflti^'^"'^^^^*'*T'   '^  "^  ^  ^®  treaty  of  peace,  were     ^    /  ' 

omitted,  because  the  constitution  was  to  go  into  effect  on  its    ■/    Cj-'  >v^ 
acceptance  by  nine  of  them,  and  the  states  by  which  it  would ^  ■>^^^^   ' 

*  0.  Morris  to  T.  Pickering,  22  December  1814,  in  life  b]r  Sparks,  Sil,  828.    (j 
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be  ratified  could  not  be  foreknown.  The  depaties  in  the  con- 
vention, representing  bnt  eleven  states,  did  not  pretend  to  be 
'^the  people;"  and  conld  not  institute  a  general  government 
in  its  name.  The  instroment  which  they  framed  was  like  the 
report  of  abill  beginning  with  the  words  '4t  is  enacted,"  though 
the  binding  enactment  awaits  the  will  of  the  legislature;  or 
like  a  deed  drawn  up  by  an  attorney  for  several  parties,  and 
awaiting  its  execution  by  the  principals  themselves.  Only  by 
its  acceptance  could  the  words  ^^  we  the  people  of  the  United 
States  "  become  words  of  truth  and  power. 

The  phrase  "general  welfare,"  *  adopted  from  the  articles 
of  confederation,  though  seemingly  vague,  was  employed  in  a 
rigidly  restrictive  sense  to  signify  "  the  concerns  of  the  union 
at  laige,  not  the  particular  policy  of  any  state."  f  The  word 
"  national "  was  excluded  from  the  constitution,  because  it 
might  seem  to  present  the  idea  of  the  union  of  the  people  with- 
out at  the  same  time  bringing  into  view  that  the  one  republic 
was  formed  out  of  many  states.  Toward  foreign  powers  the 
country  presented  itseK  as  one  nation. 

The  arrangement  of  the  articles  and  sections  is  faultless; 
the  style  of  the  whole  is  nearly  so.  The  branches  of  the  l^is- 
lature  are  definitively  named  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives, the  senate,  at  last,  having  precedence ;  the  two  together 
take  the  historic  name  of  congress. 

The  veto  of  the  president  could  still  be  overruled  only  by 
three  fourths  of  each  branch  of  congress ;  the  majority  of  the 
convention,  fearing  lest  so  large  a  requisition  would  impose 
too  great  a  difficulty  in  repealing  bad  laws,  $  at  this  last  mo- 
ment substituted  the  vote  of  two  thirds. 

Williamson  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  providing  for 
juries  in  civil  cases.  "It  is  not  possible,"  said  (Jorham,  "to 
discriminate  equity  cases  from  those  in  which  juries  would  be 
proper ;  and  the  matter  may  safely  be  trusted  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people."  ^  Gerry  urged  the  necessity  of  juries 
as  a  safeguard  against  corrupt  judges.  "A  general  principle 
laid  down  on  this  and  some  otJier  points  would  be  sufficient, 

•  Gilpin,  1648;  Elliot^  568. 

t  Washington  to  WilUam  Gordon,  8  July  1788. 

t  Gilpin,  1668  ;  EUiot,  687.  *  Gilpin,  1665 ;  Elliot,  688. 
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Baid  lllasoii,  and  he  joined  with  Geny  in  moving  for  a  bill  of 
rights. 

The  declaration  of  American  independence,  by  the  truths 
which  it  annonnced,  called  forth  sympathy  in  all  parts  of  the 
world.  Could  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  have  been 
accompanied  by  a  like  solemn  declaration  of  the  principles  on 
which  it  rested,  the  states  would  have  been  held  together  by 
the  holiest  and  strongest  bonds.''^  But  the  motion  was  lost 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  ten  states,  Massachusetts  being  ab- 
sent, and  Ehode  Island  and  New  York  not  represented. 

The  style  of  the  executive,  as  silently  carried  forward  from 
the  committee  of  detail,  was  still  "  his  Excellency ; ''  this  van- 
ished in  the  committee  of  revision,  so  that  he  might  be  known 
only  as  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Following  a  precedent  of  the  first  congress,  Mason,  on  the 
thirteenth,  seconded  by  Johnson,  moved  for  a  committee  to 
report  articles  of  association  for  encouraging  economy,  fru- 
gality, and  American  manufactures.!  It  was  adopted  without 
debate  and  without  opposition.  The  proposal  was  referred 
to  Mason,  FrankUn,  Dickinson,  Johnson,  and  William  Living- 
ston ;  but  they  made  no  report 

From  the  work  of  the  committee  of  detail  the  word  "  ser- 
vitude "  survived  as  applied  to  the  engagement  to  labor  for  a 
term  of  years ;  on  the  motion  of  Kandolph  the  word  "  service  " 

*  Here  manuscripts  and  printed  texts  differ  in  an  astonishing  manner. 

Texi  of  Madiwn  in  EUiot,  t.,  806. 
It  was  moTed  and  seconded  to  appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  a  biU  of  rights ; 
which  passed  uhakiuoublt  in  the  negative. 

Jfanuaeript  of  Madison, 
On  the  question  for  a  committee  to  prepare  a  bill  of  rights — 
N.  H.  no,  Mas.  abst,  Ct.  no,  N.  J.  no,  Pa.  no,  Del.  no,  Md.  no,  Va.  no,  N.  C. 
no,  S.  C.  no,  Geo.  na 

Texi  ofMadiscm  in  Oilpin^  1666 ;  in  Mioly  688. 
On  the  question  for  a  committee  to  prepare  a  biU  of  rights — 
New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylyania,  Delaware,  aye — 6 ; 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  no— 6 ;  Massachu- 
setts, absent. 

The  manuscript  of  Madison,  which  is  plainly  written,  represents  the  motion 
as  negatiTcd  unanimously ;  the  printed  edition,  as  lost  by  a  purely  geographical 
diviiion.    The  change  remains  as  yet  a  mystery. 

f  Gilpin,  1668 ;  EUiot,  640. 
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was  unanimonsl J  substitnted  for  it,  Bervitnde  being  thonglit  to 
express  the  condition  of  slaves,  service  an  obligation  of  free 
persons.* 

On  the  same  day  Johnson,  from  the  committee  on  style, 
reported  t  resolntions  for  the  ratification  of  the  oonstitatioii 
throagh  congress  by  conventions  of  the  people  of  the  several 
states ;  and  then  for  the  election  of  senators,  representatives, 
and  electors,  and  throagh  them  of  president  Kothing  was 
omitted  to  make  it  certain  that  at  a  fixed  time  and  place  the 
government  nnder  the  constitution  would  start  into  bedng. 

On  the  fourteenth  it  was  confirmed  without  dissent  that 
congress  should  have  no  right  to  change  the  places  of  the  elec- 
tion of  senators. 

The  appointment  of  the  treasurer  as  the  keeper  of  the 
purse  had  thus  far  been  jealously  reserved  to  the  two  houses 
of  congress.  ^  It  marks  the  confidence  of  the  convention  in 
its  own  work,  that  at  this  period  the  selection  of  that  officer 
was  confided  to  the  president  and  senate. 

On  the  same  day  Franklin,  seconded  by  Wilson,  moved  to 
add,  after  the  authority  to  establish  post-offices  and  post-roads, 
a  power  "  to  provide  for  cutting  cands."  *  "  The  expense,"  ob- 
jected Sherman,  "will  fall  on  the  United  States,  and  the  bene- 
fit accrue  to  the  places  where  the  canals  are  cut."  "  Canals," 
replied  Wilson,  "  instead  of  being  an  expense  to  the  United 
States,  may  be  made  a  source  of  revenue."  Madison,  sup- 
ported by  Randolph,  suggested  an  enlargement  of  the  motion 
into  a  warrant  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation  which  might 
exceed  the  legislative  provisions  of  individual  states,  and  yet 
be  required  by  the  interest  of  the  United  States;  political 
obstacles  to  an  easy  communication  between  the  states  being 
removed,  a  removal  of  natural  ones  ought  to  follow.  The 
necessity  of  the  power  was  denied  by  King.  "  It  is  necessa- 
ry,"  answered  Wilson,  "  to  prevent  a  state  from  obstructing  the 
general  welfare."  "  The  states,"  rejoined  King,  "  will  be  di- 
vided into  parties  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation,  in  Phila- 
delphia  and  New  York  to  a  bank,  in  other  places  to  mercantile 

*  Gilpin,  1288,  1544, 1569;  Elliot,  870,  540,  559. 

f  Gilpin,  1570,  1571 ;  EUiot,  641. 

t  Gilpin,  1574 ,-  EUiot,  542.  »  Gapin,  1576 ;  EUiot,  548. 
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monopoliee."  Wilson  mentioned  the  importance  of  facilitat- 
ing by  canals  the  commnnication  with  the  western  settlements. 
The  motion,  even  when  limited  to  the  ease  of  canals,  gained 
no  votes  but  those  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  Georgia.* 

Madison  and  Charles  Pinckney  asked  for  congress  permis- 
sion to  establish  a  university  in  which  no  preferences  should 
be  allowed  on  account  of  religion.  "  The  exclusive  power  of 
congress  at  the  seat  of  government  will  reach  the  object,"  said 
Gouvemeur  Morris.  The  motion  was  sustained  only  by  Penn- 
sylvania,  Yirginia,  and  North  and  South  Carolina ;  in  Connec- 
ticut, Johnson  divided  against  Sherman.t 

In  framing  the  constitution,  Madison  kept  in  mind  that  the 
functions  of  the  general  government  should  extend  to  the 
prevention  of  ^^  trespasses  of  the  states  on  the  rights  of  each 
other."  X  ^^The  rights  of  individuals,"  he  said  in  the  conven- 
tion, ^^are  infringed  by  many  of  the  state  laws,  such  as  issuing 
paper  money,  and  instituting  a  mode  to  discdiaTge  debts  differ- 
ing from  the  form  of  the  contract."*^  It  has  already  been 
told  how  the  delegates  from  Connecticut  had  agreed  among 
themselves,  ^^  that  the  legislatures  of  the  individual  states  ought 
not  to  possess  a  right  to  make  any  laws  for  the  discharge  of 
contracts  in  any  manner  different  from  the  agreement  of  the 
parties."  |  Stringent  clauses  in  the  constitution  already  pro- 
hibited paper  money.  For  the  rest.  King,  as  we  have  seen, 
proposed  a  clause  forbidding  the  states  to  interfere  in  private 
contracts;  but  the  motion  had  been  condemned  as  reaching 
too  far ;  and  instead  of  it,  at  the  instance  of  Butledge,  the  con- 
vention denied  to  the  states  the  power  "  to  pass  bills  of  attain- 
der or  export  facto  laws."-^  In  this  manner  it  was  supposed 
that  laws  for  closing  the  courts,  or  authorizing  the  debtor  to 
pay  his  debts  by  more  convenient  instalments  than  he  had 
covenanted  for,  were  effectually  prohibited.  But  Dickinson, 
as  we  have  seen,  after  consulting  Blackstone,  mentioned  to 
the  house  that  the  term  ex  post  facto  related  to  criminal 

♦  Gilpin,  1576,  1577 ;  ElUot,  544.        \  Gilpin,  1577,  1678 ;  ElUot,  544. 
X  Madison,  i.,  821. 

«  Yiite8*B  Mtnutes,  Elliot,  i.,  424, 425.    Compare  Gilpin,  898 ;  EUiot,  20a 
I  Sherman  bj  J.  Erarta  in  Biography  of  the  Signers,  ii,  48. 
^ElUot,!..  271. 
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cases  only;  and  that  restraint  of  the  states  from  retrospeo- 
tiye  law  in  civil  cases  wonld  require  some  further  provision.* 
Before  an  explanatory  provision  had  been  made,  the  section 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  committee  on  revision  and  style. 
That  conmiittee  had  no  authority  to  bring  forward  any  new 
proposition,  but  only  to  make  corrections  of  style.  Gouve^ 
neur  Morris  retained  the  clause  forbidding  ex  post  f ado  laws; 
and,  resolute  not  ^^  to  countenance  the  issue  of  paper  money  and 
the  consequent  violation  of  contracts,"  f  he  of  himself  added 
the  words :  ^^  No  state  shall  pass  laws  altering  or  impairing  the 
obligation  of  contracts.''  The  convention  reduced  the  explan- 
atory words  to  the  shorter  form :  "No  state  shall  pass  any  law 
impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts."  :|:  In  this  manner  an 
end  was  designed  to  be  made  to  barren  land  laws^  laws  for  the 
instalment  of  debts,  and  laws  closing,  the  courts  against  suitors. 

On  the  fifteenth,  from  fresh  information,  it  appeared  to 
Sherman  that  North  Carolina  was  entitled  to  another  represen- 
tative ;  and  Langdon  moved  to  allow  one  more  member  to  that 
state,  and  likewise  one  more  to  Rhode  Island.*  "If  Rhode 
Island  is  to  be  allowed  two  members,"  said  King, "  I  can  never 
sign  the  constitution." 

Charles  Pinckney  urged  separately  the  just  claim  of  North 
Carolina ;  on  which  Bedford  put  in  a  like  claim  for  Rhode 
Island  and  for  Delaware;  and  the  original  proposition  was 
hopelessly  defeated.  | 

Randolph  and  Madison  disliked  leaving  the  pardon  for 
treason  to  the  president  alone;  but  the  convention  would  not 
suffer  the  legislature  or  the  senate  to  share  that  power.^ 

The  committee  of  revision  had  described  a  fugitive  slave  as 
"  a  person  legally  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  state."  The 
language  seemed  to  imply  that  slavery  was  a  "  legal "  condition ; 
the  last  word  of  the  convention  relating  to  the  jsub ject  defined 
the  fugitive  slave  to  be  "  a  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in 
one  state  under  the  laws  thereof,"  making  it  clear  that,  in  the 
meaning  of  the  constitution,  slavery  was  local  and  not  federal.^ 

♦  Gilpin,  1450 ;  EUiot,  488.  ♦  Gilpin,  1683 ;  EUiot,  647. 

t  G.  Morris  by  Sparks,  iu.,  828.  |  Gilpin,  1688, 1684 ;  Elliot,  647. 

X  GUpin,  1662, 1681 ;  EUiot,  646,  661.        ^  Gilpin,  1687 ;  Elliot,  649. 
^  GUpin,  1658,  1689,  1620;  EUiot,  650,  664. 
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The  conyention  gave  the  last  touches  to  the  modes  of 
amending  the  constitution.  In  August  the  committee  of  detail 
had  reported  that,  "on  the  application  of  the  legislatures  of 
two  thirds  of  the  states  in  the  union,  the  legislature  of  the 
United  States  shall  call  a  convention  for  that  purpose."  *  On 
the  thirtieth  day  of  August,  Gbuvemeur  Morris  had  suggested 
that  congress  "  should  be  at  liberty  to  call  a  conyention  when- 
eyer  it  pleased."!  "-^Ji  easier  mode  of  introducing  amend- 
ments," said  Hamilton,  reyiying  the  question,  "is  desirable. 
The  state  legislatures  will  not  apply  for  alterations  but  with  a 
yiew  to  increase  their  own  powers.  The  national  legislature 
will  be  the  first  to  perceiye  the  necessity  of  amendments ;  and 
on  the  concurrence  of  each  branch  ought  to  be  empowered  to 
call  a  conyention,  reserving  the  final  decision  to  the  people."  X 
Madison  supported  Hamilton. 

Here  Sherman  suggested  an  altemative:  the  legislature 
may  propose  amendments  directly  to  the  seversd  stat^  not  to  ; 
be  binding  until  consented  to  by  them  all.^    "  To  be  binding  ^ 
when  consented  to  by  two  thirds  of  the  several  states,"  inter- 
posed Wilson.    To  facilitate  amendments,  the  convention  au- 
thorized two  thirds  of  congress  to  introduce  amendments  to 
the  constitution ;  but,  to  prevent  hasty  changes,  required  for 
their  ratification  the  assent  of  three  fourths  of  the  legislatures/ 
or  conventions  of  the  states. 

Madison,  sunmiing  up  the  ideas  that  had  found  favor, 
moved  that  the  legislature  of  the  United  States,  upon  a  vote  of 
two  thirds  of  both  houses,  or  upon  the  application  of  two 
thirds  of  the  legislatures  of  the  states,  shall  propose  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  which  shall  be  valid  when  they  shall 
have  been  ratified  by  three  fourths  at  least  of  the  several  states 
in  their  legislatures  or  conventions,  as  one  or  the  other  mode 
of  ratification  may  be  proposed  by  the  legislature  of  the  United 
States.) 

This  motion  was  accepted,  but  not  till  it  had  been  agreed 
that  the  clauses  in  fhe  constitution  forming  special  covenants 
with  the  South  on  slavery  should  not  be  liable  to  change. 

♦  Gilpin,  1241 ;  ElUot,  881.  •  Gilpin,  16S6 ;  KUiot,  68L 

f  GUpin,  U68;  Elliot,  498.  |  n^d. 

t  Gilpin,  1084;  EUiot,  C81. 
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Five  days  later  the  fears  of  the  small  states  were  quieted  bj  a 
proviso  that  no  state  without  its  own  consent  should  ever  be 
deprived  of  its  equality  in  the  senate.^ 

Finall  jy  on  maturest  reflection,  the  proposition  of  the  oom^ 
mittee  of  detail,  obliging  congress  to  oill  a  convention  on  ap- 
plication of  two  thirds  of  the  states,  was  restored*  Am^idr 
nients  to  the  constitution  might  proceed  from  the  people  as 
represented  in  the  legislatures  of  the  states ;  or  from  the  peo- 
ple as  represented  in  congress;  or  from  the  people  as  preset 
in  a  convention ;  in  every  case  to  be  valid  only  with  the  assent 
of  three  fourths  of  the  states. 

Mason,  in  sullen  discontent  at  the  grant  of  power  to  a  bars 
majority  of  congress  to  pass  navigation  acts,  and  dreading  that 
"  a  few  rich  merchants  in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Bos- 
ton "  might  by  that  means  monopolize  the  staples  of  the  south- 
em  states  and  reduce  their  value  perhaps  &tty  per  cent,  moved 
^^  that  no  law  in  the  nature  of  a  navigation  act  be  passed  before 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eight,  without  the  consent  of 
two  thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  legislature ; "  but  he  was  sup- 
ported only  by  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Qeorgia.t 

Next,  Randolph,  whose  weight  as  governor  of  Virginia 
might  turn  the  scale  in  that  state,  declared  his  intention  to 
withhold  his  signature  from  the  constitution  that  he  might  re- 
tain freedom  as  to  his  ultimate  action ;  and,  agredng  exactly 
with  Ricliard  Heniy  Lee,  $  he  moved  "  that  state  conventions 
might  have  the  power  to  offer  to  the  constitution  which  was  to 
be  laid  before  them  as  many  amendments  as  they  pleased ;  and 
that  these  amendments,  together  with  the  constitution,  should 
be  submitted  to  another  general  convention  "  ^  for  a  final  de- 
dsion.  He  was  seconded  by  Mason,  who  said :  "  The  govern- 
ment as  established  by  the  constitution  will  surely  end  either 
in  monarchy  or  a  tyrannical  aristocracy.  As  it  now  stands,  I 
can  neither  give  it  my  support  in  Virginia,  nor  sign  it  here. 
With  the  expedient  of  another  convention  I  could  sign."  | 

"  I,  too,"  said  Charles  Pmckney,  "object  to  the  power  of 
a  majority  of  congress  over  commerce ;  but,  apprehending  the 

•  Gilpin,  1698 ;  Elliot,  652.  f  Gilpin,  1593 ;  Elliot,  652. 

t  CJomparo  R.  II.  Lee  to  ChanccUop  Pendleton,  22  May  IT 88,  in  Life,  ii^  W,  91. 

•  Gilpin,  1693  ;  Elliot,  662.  |  Gilpin,  1694 ;  ElUot,  652,  65a 
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danger  of  a  general  confosion  and  an  ultimate  decision  by  the 
crword^  I  shall  give  the  plan  my  aupport."  Then  Gerry  connted 
np  eight  objections  to  the  constitution,  ^^all"  of  which  he 
conld  yet  get  OTer,  were  it  not  that  the  legislature  had  general 
power  to  make  ^^  necessary  and  proper"  laws,  to  raise  ^'armies 
and  money  "  without  liniit^  and  to  establish  '^  a  star  chamber 
as  to  civil  cases ; "  and  he,  too,  contended  for  a  second  general 
convention. 

On  the  proposition  for  another  convention  all  the  states 
answered  ^^  No."  Washington  then  put  the  question  of  agree- 
ing to  the  constitution  in  its  present  form ;  and  all  the  states 
present  answered  ^^  Aye."  The  constitution  was  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  late  on  the  evening  of  Saturday  the  house 
adjourned.* 

One  morning  Washington,  in  a  desultory  conversation  with 
members  of  the  convention  before  the  chair  was  taken,  observed 
how  unhappy  it  would  be  should  any  of  them  oppose  the  sys- 
tem when  they  returned  to  their  states.t  On  Monday,  the 
seventeenth  of  September,  Franklin  made  a  last  effort  to  win 
over  the  dissenting  members.  ^^  Mr.  President,"  said  he,  '^  sev- 
eral  ports  of  this  constitution  I  do  not  at  present  approve,  but 
I  am  not  sure  I  shall  never  approve  them.  It  astoidshes  me  to 
find  this  system  approaching  so  near  to  perfection.  I  consent 
to  this  constitution  because  I  expect  no  better,  and  because  I 
am  not  sure  that  it  is  not  the  best.  The  opinions  I  have  had 
of  its  encfTB  I  sacrifice  to  the  public  good. 

^^On  the  whole,  sir,  Z  cannot  help  expressing  a  wish  that 
eveiy  member  of  the  convention,  who  may  still  have  objections 
to  it,  would  with  me  on  this  occasion  doubt  a  littie  of  his  own 
in&llibiliiy,  and,  to  manifest  our  unanimity,  put  his  name  to 
this  instrument"  j;  He  then  moved  that  the  constitution  be 
signed  by  the-members ;  and  he  offered  as  the  form  of  signar 
ture  a  simple  testimony  that  the  constitution  had  received  ^  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  states  present"  ^  But  this  ample 
concession  induced  neither  Mason,  nor  G^rry,  nor  Bandolph 
to  relent 

♦Gilpin,  1596;  Elliot,  668. 

t  Luther  Martin  in  Maryland  Journal  of  21  March  1788. 

t  GUpin,  1507,  1598;  EUiot,  654,  555.  «  GUf^  1598;  Elliot,  556. 
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Before  the  question  was  put,  Gorham,  obeying  an  intima- 
tion fronv  Waslungton,  proxK>sed  to  render  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives a  more  popular  body  by  allowing  one  member  for 
every  thirty  thousand  inhabitants.  He  was  warmly  seconded 
by  King  and  CarrolL* 

Bising  to  put  the  question,  the  president,  after  an  apology 
for  offering  his  sentiments,  said :  ^^  I  would  make  objections  to 
the  plan  as  few  as  possible.  The  smallnofls  of  the  number  of 
representatives  has  been  considered  by  many  members  as  in- 
sufficient security  for  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  people ; 
and  to  myself  has  always  appeared  exceptionable ;  late  as  is  the 
moment,  it  wiU  give  me  much  satisfaction  to  see  the  am^d- 
ment  adopted."  f  And  at  his  word  it  was  adopted  unani- 
mously. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  engrossed  constitution,  all 
the  states  answered  "  Aye."  $ 

Eandolph  then  apologized  for  refusing  to  sign  the  constitu- 
tion, ^^notwithstanding  the  vast  majority  and  the  venerable 
names  which  gave  sanction  to  its  wisdom  and  its  worth.  I  do 
not  mean  by  this  refusal,"  he  continued,  ^^  to  decide  that  I  shall 
oppose  the  constitution  without  doors ;  I  mean  only  to  keep 
myself  free  to  be  governed  by  my  duty,  as  it  shall  be  prescribed 
by  my  future  judgment."  * 

"  I,  too,  had  objections,"  said  Gk)uvemeur  Morris ;  "  but  con- 
sidering the  present  plan  the  best  that  can  be  attained,  I  shall 
take  it  with  all  its  faults.  The  moment  it  goes  forth,  the 
great  question  will  be :  *  Shall  there  be  a  national  government, 
or  a  general  anarchy  ?* " 

"  I  am  anxious,"  said  Hamilton,  "that  every  member  should 
sign.  A  few  by  refusing  may  do  infinite  mischief.  No  man's 
ideas  are  more  remote  from  the  plan  than  my  own  are  known 
to  be ;  but  is  it  possible  to  deliberate  between  anarchy  and 
convulsion  on  the  one  side,  and  the  chance  of  good  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  plan  on  the  other? "  | 

"  I,"  said  Gerry,  "  fear  a  civil  war.  In  Massadhusetts  there 
are  two  parties :  one  devoted  to  democracy,  the  worst,  I  think, 
of  all  political  evils ;  the  other  as  violent  in  the  opposite  ex- 

♦  Gilpin,  1699 ;  EUiot,  655.  f  GUpin»  1^9,  1600;  ElUot,  556,  656. 

t  OUpin,  1600 ;  EUiot,  666.  «  n>id.  |  GUpin,  1601 ;  EUiot,  666. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


irsr.  THE  LAST  DAYS  OF  THE  OOmTENTION.  867 

treme.  From  the  collision  of  these,  confosioii  is  greatly  to  be 
feared." 

"  I  shall  sign  the  constitution  with  a  view  to  support  it  with 
all  my  influence,"  said  Cotesworth  Pinckney,  "  and  I  wish  to 
pledge  myseK  accordingly."  *  Jared  IngersoU  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania  considered  the  signing  as  a  recommendation  of  what,  all 
things  considered,  was  the  most  eligible. 

The  form  proposed  by  Franklin  was  accepted  with  no  dis- 
sent, except  that  South  Carolina  was  impatient  at  its  want  of 
an  aflBrmative  expression  of  unhesitating  approval.  The  jour- 
nals and  papers  of  the  convention  were  confided  to  the  care  of 
the  president,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  new  government  when 
it  should  be  formed.f  Hamilton  successively  inscribed  on  the 
great  sheet  of  parchment  the  name  of  each  state  as  the  dele- 
gations one  after  the  other  came  forward  in  geographical  order 
and  signed  the  constitution.  When  it  appeared  that  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  all  the  eleven  states  present  in  convention  was 
recorded  in  its  favor,  Franklin,  looking  toward  a  sun  which 
was  blazoned  on  the  president's  chair,  said  of  it  to  those  near 
him :  "In  the  vicissitudes  of  hope  and  fear  I  was  not  able  to 
tell  whether  it  was  rising  or  setting ;  now  I  know  that  it  is  the 
rising  sun."  1^ 

The  members  were  awe-struck  at  the  result  of  their  coun- 
cils ;  the  constitution  was  a  nobler  work  than  any  one  of  them 
had  believed  it  possible  to  devise.  They  all  on  that  day  dined 
together,  and  took  a  cordial  leave  of  each  other.  Washington 
at  an  early  hour  of  the  evening  retired  "to  meditate  on  the 
momentous  work  which  had  been  executed."  * 

»  Gilpin,  1603, 1604 ;  ElUot,  657, 668.      J  GUpin,  1624 ;  ElUot,  666. 

f  Gilpin,  1606 ;  Elliot,  668.  ^  Diarj  of  Washington  for  the  day. 
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CHAPTER  L 

the  cxxnstrnttion  in  oongbess  aot)  in  tibginia. 

September  to  November  1787. 

On  the  twentieth  of  September  the  letter  of  the  president 
of  the  convention  to  the  president  of  congress,  the  full  text  of 
the  proposed  constitution,  and  the  order  of  the  convention, 
were  laid  before  congress,  and  on  the  next  day  appeared  in 
the  daily  x>apers  of  New  York. 

The  letter  of  Washington  said :  The  powers  necessary  to 
be  vested  in  "the  general  government  of  the  union"  are  too 
extensive  to  be  delegated  to  "  one  body  of  men."  "  It  is  im- 
practicable, in  the  federal  government  of  these  states,  to  secure 
all  rights  of  independent  sovereignty  to  each,  and  yet  provide 
for  the  interest  and  safety  of  all;  it  is  difficult  to  draw  with 
precision  the  line  between  those  rights  which  must  be  sur- 
rendered and  those  which  may  be  reserved ;  on  the  present 
occasion  this  difficulty  was  increased  by  a  diiSerence  among 
the  several  states  as  to  their  situation,  extent,  habits,  and  par- 
ticular interests.  We  kept  steadily  in  view  the  consolidar 
tion  of  our  union,  in  which  is  involved  our  prosperity,  felicity, 
safety,  perhaps  our  national  existence.  And  thus  the  consti- 
tution which  we  now  present  is  the  result  of  that  mutual  def- 
erence and  concession  which  the  peculiarity  of  our  political 
situation  rendered  indispensable." 

The  constitution  instantly  met  with  opposition  from  the  in- 
defatigable Bichard  Henry  Lee,*  supported  by  Nathan  Dane  f 
and  aU  the  delegates  from  New  York,  of  whom  Melancthon 


*  CarriDgton  to  Madison,  Sundaj,  28  September  1Y8Y. 
f  Gilpin,  648,  650;  ElUot,  666,  568. 
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Smith  was  the  ablest.  Till  Madison  retomed,  the  delegates 
from  Vii^ginia  were  equally  divided,  Grayson  opposing  the 
government  because  it  was  too  feeble,  and  Lee  because  it  was 
too  strong.*  Already  the  New  York  faction  was  actively 
scattering  the  seeds  of  opposition,  and  Hamilton  dauntlesslj 
opposing  them  in  the  public  papers  by  arguments  for  umon.t 

It  was  only  out  of  the  ashes  of  the  confederation  that  the 
new  constitution  could  spring  into  being ;  and  the  letter  of  the 
convention  did  indeed  invite  congress  to  light  its  own  funeral 
pyre.  On  the  twenty-sixth  it  was  first  contended  that  con- 
gress could  not  properly  give  any  positive  countenance  to  a 
measure  subversive  of  llie  confederation  to  which  they  owed 
their  existence.  To  this  it  was  answered,  that  in  Febroaiy 
congress  itseK  had  recommended  the  convention  as  ^^the  most 
probable  means  of  establishing  a  firm  national  govenunent," 
and  that  it  was  not  now  more  restrained  from  acceding  to  the 
new  plan  than  the  convention  from  proposing  it  If  the  plan 
was  within  the  powers  of  the  convention,  it  was  within  those  of 
congress ;  if  beyond  those  powers,  the  necessity  which  justified 
tlie  one  would  justify  the  other ;  and  the  necessity  existed  if 
any  faith  was  due  to  the  representations  of  congress  them- 
selves, confirmed  by  twelve  states  in  the  union  and  by  the  gen- 
eral voice  of  the  people. 

Lee  next  attempted  to  amend  the  act  of  the  convention  be- 
fore it  should  go  forth  from  congress  to  the  people.  "  Where," 
said  he,  "  is  the  contract  between  the  nation  and  the  govern- 
ment? The  constitution  makes  mention  only  of  those  who 
govern,  and  nowhere  speaks  of  the  rights  of  the  people  who 
are  governed."  ^  H®  wished  to  qualify  the  immense  power  of 
the  government  by  a  bill  of  rights,  which  had  always  been  re- 
garded as  the  palladium  of  a  free  people.  The  bill  of  rights 
was  to  relate  to  the  rights  of  conscience,  the  freedom  of  the 
press,  the  trial  by  jury  in  civil  cases  as  well  as  criminal,  the 
prohibition  of  standing  armies,  freedom  of  elections,  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  judges,  security  against  excessive  bails,  fines, 
or  punishments,  against  unreasonable  searches  or  seizure  of 

♦  Carrington  to  Jeffereon,  23  October  lIBI. 

f  Carrington  to  Madison,  28  September  1787. 

X  Minister  Otto  to  Count  Montmorin,  New  York,  23  October  1787. 
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persons,  houses,  papers,  or  property ;  and  the  right  of  petition. 
He  farther  proposed  amendments  to  the  constitution ;  a  coun- 
cil of  state  or  privy  council,  to  be  joined  with  the  president  in 
the  appointment  of  all  officers,  so  as  to  prevent  the  blending 
of  legislative  and  executive  powers ;  no  vice-president ;  an  in- 
crease of  the  number  of  the  representatives ;  and  the  requisi- 
tion of  more  than  a  majority  to  make  commercial  regulations. 

The  restraint  on  the  power  of  regulating  commerce  and 
navigation  would  have  been  fatal  to  the  wealth  and  prosperity 
of  New  York.  Nevertheless,  the  propositions  of  Lee  were 
supported  by  Melancthon  Smith,  who  insisted  that  congress 
had  the  undoubted  right  and  the  duty  to  amend  the  plan  of 
the  federal  constitution,  in  which  the  essential  safeguards  of 
Uberty  had  been  omitted.  To  this  it  was  replied  that  congress 
had  certainly  a  right  of  its  own  to  propose  amendments,  but 
that  these  must  be  addressed  to  the  legislatures  of  the  states, 
and  would  reqxiire  ratification  by  all  the  thirteen ;  but  that  the 
act  of  the  federal  convention  was  to  be  addressed  to  conven- 
tions of  the  several  states,  of  which  any  nine  might  adopt  it 
for  themselves.  So  the  first  day's  debate  ended  without  ad- 
mitting the  proposed  amendments  to  consideration.* 

The  next  day  Lee,  seconded  by  Smith,  oflfered  a  resolution 
that  congress  had  no  power  whatever  to  assist  f  in  creating  a 
"new  confederacy  of  nine"  states;  and  therefore  he  would  do 
no  more  than,  as  a  mark  of  respect,  forward  the  acts  of  the 
convention  to  the  executives  of  every  state  to  be  laid  before 
their  respective  legislatures.  On  the  instant  Abraham  Clarke 
of  New  Jersq^,  seconded  by  Nathaniel  Mitchell  of  Delaware, 
proposed  to  add :  "In  order  to  be  by  them  submitted  to  con- 
ventions of  delegates  to  be  chosen  agreeably  to  the  said  resolu- 
tions of  the  convention."  On  the  question,  Georgia  and  the 
two  Carohnas  voted  unanimously  against  Lee;  so  did  Dela- 
ware and  the  only  member  from  Maryland,  with  Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey,  Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire. 
Virginia,  on  the  return  of  Madison,  joined  them  by  the  in- 
flexible majority  of  Madison,  Carrington,  and  Henry  Lee, 

♦  Madison  to  Washington,  New  York,  80  September  1787 ;  R.  H.  Lee  to  Sam- 
nel  Adams,  New  York,  6  October  1787  ;  Life  of  R.  H.  Lee,  ii.,  74,  76. 
f  GiIpio,643;  ElUot,  666. 
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against  Grajeon  and  Bichard  Henry  Lee.  All  the  states  ex- 
cept New  York  were  for  the  motion;  and  all  except  New 
York  and  Virginia  were  nnanimonsly  so.  The  majority  in 
congress  was  impatient  to  express  its  approval  of  the  acts  of 
the  convention  in  still  stronger  language ;  Carrington  of  Vir- 
ginia, therefore,  seconded  by  Bingham  of  Pennsylvania,  pro- 
posed that  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
states  to  cause  conventions  to  be  held  as  speedily  as  may  be,  to 
the  end  that  the  same  may  be  adopted,  ratified,  and  confirmed.* 

In  this  stage  of  the  business  congress  adjourned.  The 
friends  of  the  new  constitution  desired  to  send  it  to  the  states 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  congress.  The  members  from  New 
York  would  not  consent  to  any  language  that  implied  approval 
To  win  their  vote  the  resolution  of  congress  must  be  neutraL 
On  the  other  hand,  the  idea  of  unanimity  required  the  eflhce- 
ment  of  every  motion  adverse  to  the  reference  of  the  consti- 
tution. Accordingly,  congress,  when  it  next  assembled,  ex- 
punged from  its  journal  the  proposed  amendments  of  Bichard 
Henry  Lee,  and  Uie  vote  of  the  preceding  day ;  f  and  having 
obliterated  every  record  of  opposition,  it  resolved  on  the 
twenty-eighth  unanimously,  eleven  states  being  present,  Mary- 
land having  one  delegate,  Ehode  Island  alone  being  altogether 
imreprosented,  that  the  said  report,  with  the  resolutions  and 
letter  accompanying  the  same,  be  transmitted  to  the  several 
legislatures,  in  order  to  be  submitted  to  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates chosen  in  each  state  by  the  people  thereof  in  conformity 
to  the  resolves  of  the  convention.  1^ 

Baffled  within  the  convention,  Bichard  Henry  Lee  appealed 
to  the  world  through  the  press  in  a  series  of  "  Letters  from  the 
Federal  Farmer,**  of  which  thousands  of  copies  were  scattered 
through  the  central  states.  He  acknowledged  the  necessity  of 
reforming  the  government,  but  claimed  to  discern  a  strong  ten- 
dency to  aristocracy  in  every  part  of  the  proposed  constitution, 
which  he  slighted  as  the  work  of  visionary  young  men,^  bent 
on  changing  the  thirteen  distinct  independent  republics  under 
a  federal  head  into  one  consolidated  governments^    He  way- 

*  MS.  Journals  of  Congress  in  State  Department. 

f  MS.  Journals  of  Congress.  *  Letters  from  the  Federal  Faimcr,  8. 

X  Journals  of  Congress,  i?.,  782.  ^  Letters  from  the  Federal  Fanner,  6. 
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laid  Gerry  when  bound  for  home,  and  assisted  him  in  prepar- 
ing an  official  letter  to  explain  his  refusal  to  sign  the  constitu- 
tion. He  addressed  himself  to  Samuel  Adams,  the  ^^dear 
friend  with  whom  he  had  long  toiled  in  the  vineyard  of  lib- 
erty," submitting  to  his  wisdom  and  patriotism  the  objections 
to  the  new  constitution  which  he  had  proposed  in  congress  in 
the  form  of  amendments,  but  disingenuously  substituting  other 
words  for  his  remonstrance  against  vesting  congress  with 
power  to  regulate  commerce.  He  extended  his  intrigues  to 
Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  hoping  to  delay  their  decisions. 

"  I  am  waiting  with  anxiety  for  the  echo  from  Virginia, 
but  with  very  faint  hopes  of  its  corresponding  with  my  wishes," 
wrote  Madison  from  New  York  dty  to  Washington.*  The 
party  in  power  in  New  York  was  i)aflsionately  opposed  to  the 
constitution ;  but  already  day  had  begun  to  scatter  the  dusk  of 
earliest  morning. 

In  the  first  moment  after  his  return  to  Mount  Yemon, 
"Washington  sent  a  copy  of  the  constitution  to  Patrick  Henry,t 
to  Harrison,  and  to  Nelson,  each  of  whom  had  been  governor 
of  Virginia.  In  a  propitiatory  letter  he  appealed  to  their  ex- 
perience of  the  difficulties  which  had  ever  arisen  in  attempts  to 
reconcile  the  interests  and  local  prejudices  of  the  several  states. 
"I  wish,"  he  continued, "  the  constitution  which  is  offered  had 
been  more  perfect ;  but  it  is  the  best  that  could  be  obtained  at 
this  time,  and  a  door  is  opened  for  amendments  hereafter. 
The  political  concerns  of  this  country  are  suspended  by  a 
thread.  The  convention  has  been  looked  up  to  by  the  reflect- 
ing part  of  the  community  with  a  solicitude  which  is  hardly  to 
be  conceived ;  and  if  nothing  had  been  agreed  on  by  that  body, 
anarchy  would  soon  have  ensued,  the  seeds  being  deeply  sown 
in  every  soiL" 

A  visitor  at  Mount  Yemon,  just  after  this  letter  was  sent 
out,  writes  of  Washington :  "  He  is  in  perfect  health,  and  looks 
almost  as  well  as  he  did  twenty  years  ago.  I  never  in  my  life 
saw  him  so  keen  for  anything  as  he  is  for  the  adoption  of  the 
new  form  of  government."  X   Throughout  the  whole  countiy  he 

♦  Madison  to  Washington.    Gilpin,  646  ;  Elliot,  667. 

f  Washinfcton  to  Henry,  24  September  1787.    Sparks,  ix.,  265. 

X  A.  Donald  to  Jefferson,  12  November  1787. 
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was  the  centre  of  interest ;  in  Virginia  of  power.  The  leaders 
of  opposition  answered  him  frankly,  but  with  expressions  of 
deference  and  affection. 

"  The  seeds  of  civil  discord,"  replied  Harrison, "  are  plenti- 
fully sown  in  very  many  of  the  powers  given  both  to  the  presi- 
dent and  congress.  If  the  constitution  is  carried  into  effect, 
the  states  south  of  the  Potomac  will  be  little  more  than  ap- 
pendages to  those  to  the  northward  of  it.  My  objections 
chiefly  lie  against  the  unlimited  powers  of  taxation,  the  regula- 
tion of  trade,  and  the  jurisdictions  that  are  to  be  established  in 
every  state  altogether  independent  of  their  laws.  The  sword 
and  such  powers  will,  nay,  must,  sooner  or  later  establish  a 
tyranny."  * 

Avowing  very  sincerely  "  the  highest  reverence  "  for  Wash- 
ington, Patrick  Henry  answered  positively :  "  I  cannot  bring 
my  mind  to  accord  with  the  proposed  constitution."  f 

George  Mason,  who  had  rendered  the  highest  and  wisest 
service  in  shaping  the  constitution,  now  from  wounded  pride 
resisted  his  inmost  convictions,  enumerating  to  his  old  friend 
his  objections,  of  which  the  grant  to  congress  of  power  to  rega- 
late  conmierce  by  a  bare  majority  was  the  capital  one.  X 

Next  Eichard  Henry  Lee,  professing  himself  "  compelled 
by  irresistible  conviction  of  mind  to  doubt  about  the  new  sys- 
tem for  federal  government,"  wrote :  "  It  is,  sir,  in  consequence 
of  long  reflection  upon  the  nature  of  man  and  of  government, 
that  I  am  led  to  fear  the  danger  that  will  ensue  to  civil  liberty 
from  the  adoption  of  the  new  system  in  its  present  form." 
And,  having  at  once  fixed  in  his  mind  the  plan  on  which  resist- 
ance to  its  adoption  should  be  conducted,  he  avowed  his  wish 
"  that  such  amendments  as'  would  give  security  to  the  rights  of 
human  nature  and  the  discordant  interests  of  the  different  parts 
of  this  union  might  employ  another  convention."  * 

But  the  influence  of  Washington  outweighed  them  all. 
He  was  embosomed  in  the  affections  and  enshrined  in  the  pride 
of  the  people  of  Yirginia ;  and  in  all  their  waverings  during 

♦  Sparks,  Ix.,  266,  267.    Note.  f  Sparks,  ix.,  266.    Note, 

t  George  Mason  to  Washington,  7  October  1787.    Sparks,  Ix.,  267, 268.    Note. 
»  R.  H.  Lee  to  Washington,  New  York,  11  October  1787.    Letters  to  W.,  K 
180, 181. 
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the  nine  months  following  the  federal  convention  he  was  the 
anchor  of  the  constitution.  His  neighbors  of  Alexandria  to  a 
man  agreed  with  him ;  and  Fairfax  county  imanimonsl j  in- 
structed its  representatives,  of  whom  George  Mason  was  one, 
"  that  the  peace,  security,  and  prosperity  of  Yirginia  and  of 
the  United  States  depended  on  the  speedy  adoption  of  the 
federal  constitution."  * 

In  the  close  division  of  parties  in  the  state  it  was  of  vital 
importance  to  secure  the  influence  of  Edmund  Eandolph,  its 
governor ;  and  his  old  military  chief  in  due  time  received  from 
him  an  elaborate  paper  which  he  had  prepared  in  the  form  of 
an  address  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates.  In  this 
letter,  not  yet  pledging  himself  to  the  unconditional  support 
of  the  constitution,  he  avowed  that  he  prized  the  intimate  and 
imshaken  friendship  of  Washington  and  Madison  as  among 
the  happiest  of  all  his  acquisitions;  but  added:  ^'Dreadful  as 
the  total  dissolution  of  the  union  is  to  my  mind,  I  entertain  no 
less  horror  at  the  thought  of  partial  confederacies.  The  ut- 
most limit  of  any  partial  confederacy  which  Virginia  could 
expect  to  form  would  comprehend  the  three  southern  and  her 
nearest  northern  neighbor.  But  they,  like  ourselves,  are  di- 
minished in  their  real  force  by  the  mixture  of  an  unhappy 
species  of  population."  f 

Monroe  wrote  to  Madison  that  his  "strong  objections"  to 
the  constitution  "were  overbalanced  by  the  arguments  in  its 
favor."  X 

The  legislature  of  Virginia  was  to  hold  its  regular  meeting 
on  the  third  Monday  of  October ;  this  year  there  was  a  quo- 
rum on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  wliich  had  not  happened 
since  the  revolution. 

On  the  nineteenth  the  vote  of  congress  transmitting  the 
constitution  came  before  the  house;  Patrick  Henry,  refus- 
ing to  make  an  issue  where  he  would  have  met  with  de- 
feat, declared  that  the  constitution  must  go  before  a  conven- 

*  Meeting  of  Fairfax  county,  Tuesday,  2  October  lISI,  Carey's  Museum,  ii., 
892,898. 

f  Edmund  Randolph  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  10 
October  178Y.    Elliot,  L,  48Y. 

I  Monroe  to  Madison,  18  October  1787. 
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tion,  as  it  transcended  the  power  of  the  house  to  decide  on 
it* 

But  when,  on  the  twenty-fifth,  Francis  Corbin  proposed 
'^  a  convention  to  be  called  according  to  the  recommendation 
of  congress,"  Henry  objected  that  under  that  limitation  its 
members  "  would  have  power  to  adopt  or  reject  the  new  plan, 
but  not  to  propose  amendments"  of  its  "errors  and  defeds." 
His  motion  to  give  this  power  to  the  convention  of  the  state 
was  seconded  by  Mason,  who  added  :  "  I  declare  that  from  the 
east  of  New  Hampshire  to  the  south  of  Georgia  there  is  not  a 
man  more  fully  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  establishing 
some  general  government  than  I  am ;  that  I  regard  our  perfect 
union  as  the  rock  of  our  political  salvation."  f 

After  some  debate,  John  Marshall  of  Kichmond,  conced- 
ing the  point  as  to  "  leaving  the  door  open  for  amendments,"  J 
pleaded  that  the  legislature  should  not  seem  to  disapprove  the 
new  federal  government,  and,  for  the  form  of  the  resolution, 
proposed  that  "  the  new  constitution  should  be  laid  before  the 
convention  for  their  free  and  ample  discussion."  *  This  fonn 
was  silently  accepted  by  Henry,  while  Mason  declared  "that 
the  house  had  no  right  to  suggest  anything  to  a  body  para- 
mount to  itself."  The  vote  was  unanimous,  the  form  of  the 
resolution  being  that  of  Marshall,  while  in  substance  it  yielded 
up  all  that  Henry  and  Mason  required.  |  From  "  unfriendly 
intentions  toward  the  constitution,"  ^  the  choice  of  the  conven- 
tion was  postponed  till  the  court  days  in  March,  and  its  time  of 
meeting  to  the  first  Monday  in  June.  Should  many  of  the 
states  then  be  found  against  the  constitution,  Virginia  could 
assume  the  oflSce  of  mediator  between  contending  parties,  and 
dictate  to  all  the  rest  of  the  union.  ^ 

♦  Bashrod  Washington  to  G.  W.,  19  October  IISI.    Sparks,  ix.,  278. 
t  Rqwrt  of  Debate  in  Packet,  10  Noyember  1787. 

X  Madison, !.,  ft68,  864. 

*  Report  of  the  Debate  from  Penn.  Packet,  10  November  1787. 

I  Compare  George  Maaon  to  G.  W.,  6  NoTcmber  1787,  in  Letters  to  G.  W.,  ir^ 
190.  Report  of  Debates  in  Penn.  Packet,  10  November  1787.  Bushrod  Wash- 
ington in  Sparks,  ix.,  287. 

^Edward  Carrington  to  T.  Jeflfcrson,  10  November  1787.  Bushrod  Wtsh- 
ington  was  inexperienced,  and  at  first  judged  the  disposition  of  the  legislature  too 
favorably ;  Carrington  bad  keener-eyed  correspondents. 

^  Monroe  to  Madison,  7  February  1788.    Carrington  to  lladison,  18  January 
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Since  amendments  had  been  unanimously  authorized,  it 
seemed  fair  that  any  expense  of  an  attempt  to  make  them 
should  be  provided  for  with  the  other  charges  of  the  conven- 
tion.* A  letter  from  Bichard  Henry  Lee,  a  representative 
from  Virginia  in  congress,  to  the  governor  of  the  common- 
wealth, recommended,  as  a  policy  open  to  ^^  no  objection  and 
promising  great  safety  and  much  good,"t  that  amendments 
adopted  severally  by  the  states  should  all  be  definitively  re- 
ferred to  a  second  federal  convention. 

To  carry  out  this  policy,  resolutions  were  on  the  last  day  of 
November  introduced  into  the  house,  and  supported  by  Henry 
and  Mason,  pledging  the  general  assembly  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  a  deputy  or  deputies  which  the  convention  of  the 
commonwealth  in  the  following  June  might  think  proper  to 
send  to  confer  with  a  convention  of  any  one  or  more  of  the 
sister  states,  ^^  as  well  as  the  allowance  to  be  made  to  the  depu- 
ties to  a  federal  convention,  in  case  such  a  convention  should 
be  judged  necessary."  The  friends  of  the  constitution,  who 
now  perceived  the  direction  in  which  they  were  drifting,  made 
a  rally ;  but  they  were  beaten  by  a  majority  of  about  fifteen. 
A  bill  pursuant  to  the  resolutions,  reported  by  a  committee 
composed  mainly  of  the  most  determined  ^'  malcontents,"  soon 
became  a  law.  X  Friends  of  the  constitution  who  had  been 
jubilant  at  the  first  aspect  of  the  legislature  now  doubted 
whether  it  any  longer  had  a  majority  in  its  favor ;  its  enemies 
claimed  a  decisive  victory.  Early  in  December,  Monroe  re- 
ported to  Madison :  "  The  cloud  which  hath  hung  over  us  for 
some  time  past  is  not  likely  soon  to  be  dispelled."  * 

But  on  Washington's  mind  no  cloud  rested.  On  the  last 
day  of  November  he  had  replied  to  David  Stuart  of  his  own 
state :  "  I  am  sorry  to  find  by  your  favor  that  the  opposition 
gains  strength.  If  there  are  characters  who  prefer  disunion 
or  separate  confederacies  to  the  general  government  which  is 
offered  to  them,  their  opposition  may,  for  aught  I  know,  pro- 
ceed from  principle ;  but  as  nothing,  according  to  my  concep- 
tion of  the  matter,  is  more  to  be  deprecated  than  a  disunion  or 

1788.  Washington  to  Carter,  14  December  1787,  in  Penn.  Packet  of  11  January 
1788.  *  Sparks,  ix.,  287.  f  Lec*8  Life,  ii.,  81 ;  Elliot,  i.,  505. 

X  Hening,  xii.,  462.  *  Monroe  to  Madison,  6  December.    MS 
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three  distinct  confederacies,  as  far  as  mj  voice  can  go  it  shall 
be  offered  in  favor  of  the  general  government"  * 

Nor  did  he  lose  heart  or  trust ;  on  the  fourteenth  of  De- 
cember, in  a  letter  which  soon  reached  the  people  of  Virginia 
through  the  newspapers,  he  wrote  to  Charles  Carter  of  Freder- 
icksburg :  "  I  am  pleased  that  the  proceedings  of  the  conven- 
tion have  met  your  approbation.  My  decided  opinion  on  the 
matter  is  that  there  is  no  alternative  between  the  adoption  of 
it  and  anarchy.  If  one  state,  however  important  it  may  con- 
ceive itseK  to  be,"  and  here  he  meant  Virginia,  "  or  a  minority 
of  them,"  meaning  the  five  southernmost  states,  "should  sup- 
pose that  they  can  dictate  a  constitution  to  the  union,  unless 
they  have  the  power  of  applying  the  vUima  ratio  to  good 
effect,  they  will  find  themselves  deceived.  All  the  opposition 
to  it  that  I  have  yet  seen  is  addressed  more  to  the  passions 
than  to  reason ;  and  clear  I  am,  if  another  federal  convention 
is  attempted,  that  the  sentiments  of  the  members  will  be  more 
discordant  or  less  accommodating  than  the  last.  In  fine,  they 
will  agree  upon  no  general  plan.  General  government  is  now 
suspended  by  a  thread ;  I  might  go  further,  and  say  it  is  really 
at  an  end ;  and  what  will  be  the  consequence  of  a  fruitless  at- 
tempt to  amend  the  one  which  is  offered  before  it  is  tried,  or 
of  the  delay  of  the  attempt^  does  not  in  my  judgment  need  the 
gift  of  prophecy  to  predict. 

"  I  saw  the  imperfections  of  the  constitution  I  aided  in  the 
birth  of  before  it  was  handed  to  the  public ;  but  I  am  fully 
persuaded  it  is  the  best  that  can  be  obtained  at  this  time,  th^ 
it  is  free  from  many  of  the  imperfections  with  which  it  is 
charged,  and  that  it  or  disunion  is  before  us  to  choose  from. 
If  the  first  is  our  election,  when  the  defects  of  it  are  experi- 
enced, a  constitutional  door  is  opened  for  amendments  and  may 
be  adopted  in  a  peaceable  manner,  without  tumult  or  disor- 
der." t  But  as  Virginia  has  delayed  her  convention  till  June, 
our  narrative  must  turn  to  the  states  which  were  the  first  to 
meet  in  convention. 

*  In  Sparks,  Ix.,  284,  for  "these  distinct  confederacies"  read  " Mree distinct 
confederacies.*' 

t  Washington  to  Charles  Carter,  14  December  1787,  In  Penn.  Packet  of  11 
January  1788.  The  original  draft  of  the  letter  is  prescnrcd  in  the  State  Department 
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CHAPTER  n. 

the  cx)n8tmmon  in  pennsylvania,  delawabe,  and  new 
jebsey;  and  in  oeobgia* 

FsoM  18  September  1787  to  2  Jaiojaby  1788. 

Ottb  happy  theme  leads  from  one  great  act  of  tmiyereal  in- 
terest to  another.  A  new  era  m  the  life  of  the  race  begins :  a 
people  select  their  delegates  to  state  conventions  to  prononnce 
their  judgment  on  the  creation  of  a  federal  republic. 

One  more  great  duty  to  his  f eUow-citizens  and  to  mankind 
is  to  be  fulfilled  by  Franklin ;  one  more  honor  to  be  won  by 
Philadelphia  as  the  home  of  imion ;  one  new  victory  by  Penn- 
sylvania as  the  citadel  of  the  love  of  the  one  indivisible  coim- 
try.  That  mighty  border  commonwealth,  extending  its  line 
from  Delaware  bay  to  the  Ohio,  and  holding  convenient  passes 
through  the  Alleghanies,  would  not  abandon  the  South,  nor 
the  "West,  nor  the  North ;  she  would  not  hear  of  triple  confed- 
eracies nor  of  twin  confederacies ;  but  only  of  one  government 
embracing  alL  Its  people  in  their  multifarious  congruity  had 
nothing  adverse  to  union ;  the  faithful  of  the  proprietary  party 
were  zealous  for  a  true  general  government;  so  too  was  every 
man  in  public  life  of  the  people  called  Quakers  ;*  so  was  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  Grermans ;  f  so  were  the  Bap- 
tists, as  indeed  their  synod  authoritatively  avowed  for  every 
state.  The  perfect  liberty  of  conscience  prevented  religious 
diflEerenoes  from  interfering  with  zeal  for  a  closer  union. 

In  the  first  period  of  the  confederacy  the  inhabitants  of 
Philadelphia  did  not  extend  their  plans  for  its  reform  beyond 
the  increase  of  its  powers,  but,  after  the  flight  of  congress 

*  Independent  Gazetteer,  15  January  1*788.  f  Independent  Gazetteer. 
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from  their  citj,  thej  b^on  to  saj  to  one  anothor  tiiat  ^it 
would  be  more  easj  to  build  a  new  ship  of  state  than  to  repair 
the  old  one ;"  that  there  was  need  of  a  new  constitnticHi  with 
a  l^islatnre  in  two  brandies.  Merchants,  bankeiB,  holders  of 
the  national  debt,  the  army  ofBcers,  foond  no  party  oiganized 
against  this  opinion ;  Dickinson  was  magnanimous  enough  to 
become  dissatisfied  with  the  confederation  which  he  had  chiefly 
assisted  to  frame ;  and  he  and  Mifflin  and  McEean  and  George 
01  jmer  and  Bnsh  manifested  no  opposition  to  the  policy  of 
Wilson,  Robert  Morris,  Gouvemenr  Morris,  and  Fitzomcms; 
although  remoter  counties,  and  espedaUy  the  backwoodsmen 
on  each  side  of  the  mountains,  lo^ed  their  wild  personal  hb- 
erty  too  dearly  to  welcome  a  new  supreme  control 

At  eleven  in  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  then  president  of  Pennsylvania,  more  than  fonrscore 
years  of  age,  fulfilling  his  last  great  public  service,  was  ushered 
into  the  hall  of  the  assembly,  followed  by  his  seven  ooUeagoes 
of  the  convention.  After  expressing  in  a  short  address  their 
hope  and  belief  that  the  measure  recommended  by  that  body 
would  produce  happy  effects  to  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania as  well  as  to  every  other  of  the  United  States,  he  pre- 
sented the  constitution  and  accompanying  papers.    - 

For  the  next  ten  days  the  house,  not  willing  to  forestall  the 
action  of  congress,  confined  itself  to  its  usual  business ;  but  as 
it  had  resolved  to  adjourn  sine  die  on  Saturday,  the  twenty- 
ninth,  Clymer,  on  the  morning  of  the  last  day  but  one  of  the 
session,  proposed  to  refer  the  acts  of  the  federal  convention  to 
a  convention  of  the  state.  That  there  might  be  time  for  re- 
flection, Eobert  Whitehill  of  Carlisle,  on  behalf  of  the  mino^ 
ity,  requested  the  postponement  of  the  question  at  least  until 
the  afternoon.  This  was  conceded ;  but  in  the  afternoon  the 
minority,  nineteen  in  number,  did  not  attend,  and  refused  to 
obey  the  smnmons  of  the  speaker  delivered  by  the  sergeant-at- 
arms,  so  that  no  quorum  could  be  made.  This  factious  seces- 
sion so  enraged  the  inhabitants  that  early  the  next  morning  a 
body  of  "  respectable  men  "  made  a  search  for  the  delinquents ; 
and  finding  two  of  them,  just  sufficient  to  form  a  house,  dragged 
them  into  the  assembly,  where,  in  spite  of  their  protests,  they 
were  compelled  to  stay.    Meantime  a  fleet  messenger,  sent 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1787.  THE  CONSTITUTION  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

from  New  York  by  William  Bingham,  a  delegate  in  congress 
from  Penm^lvama,  arrived  with  an  authentic  copy  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  congress  of  the  preceding  day,  nnanimonsly  recom- 
mending tbe  reference  of  the  constitution  to  conventions  of 
the  several  states ;  and  within  twenty  hours  *  from  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  the  Pennsylvania  assembly  called  a  con- 
vention of  the  state  for  the  tWrd  Tuesday  in  November.f 
The  vote  was  received  by  the  spectators  with  three  heartfelt 
cheers;  the  bells  of  the  churches  were  rung;  and  signs  of 
faith  in  the  speedy  return  of  prosperity  were  everywhere  seen. 
But  the  minorily,  trained  in  resistance  to  what  were  thought 
to  be  aristocratic  influences,  refused  to  be  reconciled,  and  be- 
came the  seed  of  a  permanent  national  party. 

Bichard  Henry  Lee  had  disseminated  in  Philadelphia  the 
objections  of  himself  and  George  Mason  to  the  constitution ; 
and  seventeen  of  the  seceding  members  imbodied  them  in  an 
appeal  to  their  constituents.  X  But  the  cause  of  the  inflamma- 
tion in  Pennsylvania  was  much  more  in  their  state  factions 
than  in  the  new  federal  system.^ 

The  efforts  of  Bichaitl  Henry  Lee  were  counteracted 
Philadelphia  by  Wilson,  whom  Washington  at  the  time  called 
^^  as  able,  candid,  and  honest  a  member  as  was  in  the  conven- 
tion." On  the  sixth  of  October,  at  a  great  meeting  in  Phila- 
delphia, he  held  up  the  constitution  as  the  best  which  the 
world  had  as  yet  seen.  To  the  objection  derived  from  its  want 
of  a  bill  of  rights,  he  explained  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  was  a  limited  government,  which  had  no  powers 
except  those  which  were  specially  granted  to  it.  The  speech 
was  promptly  reprinted  in  New  York  as  a  reply  to  the  insinu- 
ations of  Lee ;  and  through  the  agency  of  Washington  it  was 
republished  in  Bichmond.  |  But  the  explanation  of  the  want 
of  a  bill  of  rights  satisfied  not  one  state. 

Great  enthusiasm  was  awakened  among  the  people  of  Penn- 

♦  Carey's  MuBexuD,  vol.  ii.,  Chronicle,  pp.  6, 1. 

f  Lloyd's  Debates  of  PennsjlTania  Legislature,  p.  137.  P.  Bond  to  Lord  Car- 
marthen, Philadelphia,  29  September  1787. 

X  Washington  to  Madison,  10  October  1787,  in  Letter  Book  at  State  Depart, 
ment 

*  Madison  to  Jefferson,  19  February  1788,  in  Madison,  I,  877. 
I  Sparks,  is.,  271. 
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sylvania  in  the  progress  of  the  election  of  their  delegates ;  thej 
rejoiced  at  the  near  consonmiation  of  their  hopes.  The  con- 
vention was  called  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  the  twentieth  of  Ifo- 
vember ;  a  qaorom  appeared  on  the  next  day.  Before  the 
week  was  over  the  constitution  on  two  successive  days  received 
its  first  and  second  reading.  Its  friends,  who  formed  a  veiy 
large  and  resolute  majority,  were  intensely  in  earnest,  and 
would  not  brook  procrastination* 

On  Saturday,  the  twenty-fourth,*  Thomas  McKean  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, seconded  by  John  Allison  of  Franklin  county,  offered 
the  resolution  in  favor  of  ratifying  the  constitution ;  and  Wil- 
son, as  the  only  one  present  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
federal  convention,  opened  the  debate : 

"  The  United  States  exhibit  to  the  world  the  first  instance 
of  a  nation  unattacked  by  external  force,  unconvulsed  by  do- 
mestic insurrections,  assembling  voluntarily,  deliberating  fnllj, 
and  deciding  calmly  concerning  that  system  of  government 
under  which  they  and  their  posterity  should  live.  To  form  a 
good  system  of  government  for  a  single  city  or  an  inconsidera- 
ble state  has  been  thought  to  require  the  strongest  efforts  of 
human  genius ;  the  views  of  the  convention  were  expanded  to 
a  large  portion  of  the  globe. 

^^  The  difficulty  of  the  business  was  equal  to  its  magnitude. 
The  United  States  contain  already  thirteen  governments  mu- 
tually independent ;  their  soil,  chmates,  productions,  dimen- 
sions, and  numbers  are  different ;  in  many  instances  a  differ- 
ence and  even  an  opposition  subsists  among  their  interests, 
and  is  imagined  to  subsist  in  many  more.  Mutual  concessions 
and  sacrifices,  the  consequences  of  mutual  forbearance  and  con- 
ciliation, were  indispensably  necessary  to  the  success  of  the 
great  work. 

"  The  United  States  may  adopt  any  one  of  four  different 
systems.  They  may  become  consolidated  into  one  government 
in  which  the  separate  existence  of  the  states  shall  be  entirely 
absolved.  They  may  reject  any  plan  of  union  and  act  as  un- 
connected states.    They  may  form  two  or  more  confederacies. 

♦  Correct  the  date  in  Elliot,  ii.,  4\%  by  Independent  Gaiette  of  29  NoTembcr 
1787.  Especially,  Centinel  in  the  same,  4  December.  Mr.  W.  [Wilaon]  in  a 
speech  on  Saturday,  24  instant,  Pa.  Packet  of  27  November. 
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They  may  unite  in  one  federal  republic.  Neither  of  these 
Bystems  found  advocates  in  the  late  conyention.  The  remain- 
ing system  is  a  tmion  in  one  confederate  republic* 

<'  The  expanding  quality  of  a  government  by  which  several 
states  agree  to  become  an  assemblage  of  societies  that  consti- 
tute a  new  society,  capable  of  increasing  by  means  of  further 
association,  is  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  United  States.  But  this 
form  of  government  left  us  almost  without  precedent  or  guide. 
Ancient  history  discloses,  and  barely  discloses,  to  our  view 
some  confederate  republics.  The  Swiss  cantons  are  connected 
only  by  alliances ;  the  United  Netherlands  constitute  no  new 
society ;  from  the  Germanic  body  little  useful  knowledge  can 
be  drawn. 

"  Since  states  as  well  as  citizens  are  represented  in  the  con- 
stitution before  us,  and  form  the  objects  on  which  that  consti- 
tution is  proposed  to  operate,  it  is  necessary  to  mention  a  kind 
of  liberty  which  has  not  yet  received  a  name.  I  shall  distin- 
guish it  by  the  appellation  of  federal  liberty.  The  states  should 
resign  to  the  national  government  that  part,  and  that  part  only^ 
of  their  political  liberty  which,  placed  in  that  government^ 
will  produce  more  good  to  the  whole  than  if  it  had  remained 
in  the  several  states.  While  they  resign  this  part  of  their  po- 
litical liberty,  they  retain  the  free  and  generous  exercise  of  all 
their  other  faculties,  so  far  as  it  is  compatible  with  the  welfare 
of  the  general  and  superintending  confederacy. 

"  The  powers  of  the  federal  government  and  those  of  the 
state  governments  are  drawn  from  sources  equally  pure.  The 
principle  of  representation,  unknown  to  the  ancients,  is  con- 
fined to  a  narrow  comer  of  the  British  constitution.  For  the 
American  states  were  reserved  the  glory  and  happiness  of  dif-  . 
fusing  this  vital  principle  throughout  the  constituent  parts  of 
government 

"The  convention  found  themselves  embarrassed  with 
another  difficulty  of  peculiar  delicacy  and  importance ;  I  mean 
that  of  drawing  a  proper  line  between  the  national  government 
and  the  governments  of  the  several  states.  Whatever  object 
of  government  is  confined  in  its  operation  and  effects  within 
the  bounds  of  a  particular  state  should  be  considered  as  belong- 

♦  ElHot,  H.,  427,  428. 
VOL.  Ti.— 25 
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ing  to  the  government  of  that  state ;  whatever  object  of  gov- 
ernment extends  in  its  operation  or  effects  beyond  the  bounds 
of  a  particular  state  should  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States.  To  remove  discretioDaiy 
construction,  the  enumeration  of  particular  instances  in  whidi 
the  application  of  the  principle  ought  to  take  place  will  be 
found  to  be  safe,  unexceptionable,  and  accurate. 

"  To  control  the  power  and  conduct  of  the  legislature  by 
an  overruling  constitution  limiting  and  superintending  the  op- 
erations of  legislative  authority  was  an  improvement  in  the 
science  and  practice  of  government  reserved  to  the  American 
states.  Oft  have  I  marked  with  silent  pleasure  and  admiration 
the  force  and  prevalence  through  the  United  States  of  the 
principle  that  the  supreme  power  resides  in  the  people,  and 
that  they  never  part  with  it  There  can  be  no  disorder  in  the 
community  but  may  here  receive  a  radical  cure.  Error  in  the 
legislature  may  be  corrected  by  the  constitution;  error  in 
the  constitution,  by  the  people.  The  streams  of  power  ran 
in  different  directions,  but  they  all  originally  flow  from  one 
abundant  fountain.  In  this  constitution  all  authority  is  de- 
rived from  the  people." 

Already  much  had  been  gained  for  the  friends  of  the  con- 
stitution. "I  am  sensible,"  said  John  Smilie  of  Fayette 
county,  "  of  the  expediency  of  giving  additional  strength  and 
energy  to  the  federal  head."  The  question  became  on  the 
one  side  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  as  it  came  from  the 
convention ;  on  the  other,  with  amendments.  Smilie  spoke 
against  a  system  of  precipitancy  which  would  preclude  delibe^ 
ation  on  questions  of  the  highest  consequence  to  the  happiness 
of  a  great  portion  of  the  globe.  "  Is  the  object,"  he  asked, 
"  to  bring  on  a  hasty  and  total  adoption  of  the  constitution ! 
The  most  common  business  of  a  legislative  body  is  submitted 
to  repeated  discussion  upon  different  days."  Kobert  White- 
hill  of  Carlisle,  in  Cumberland  county,  fearing  a  conveyance  to 
the  federal  government  of  rights  and  liberties  which  the  peo- 
ple ought  never  to  surrender,  asked  a  reference  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole.  He  was  defeated  on  the  twenty-sixth,  by  a  vote 
of  forty-three  to  twenty-four ;  but  each  member  obtained  leave 
to  speaJc  in  the  house  qb  often  as  he  pleased.    When  it  was  oh 
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served  that  the  federal  convention  had  exceeded  the  powers 
given  to  them  by  their  respective  legislatures,  Wilson  an- 
swered :  "  The  federal  convention  did  not  proceed  at  all  upon 
the  powers  given  to  them  by  the  states,  but  upon  original 
principles;  and  having  framed  a  constitution  which  they 
thought  would  promote  the  happiness  of  their  cotmtry,  they 
have  submitted  it  to  their  consideration,  who  may  either  adopt 
or  reject  it  as  they  please."  * 

On  the  twentynseventh,  Whitehill,  acting  in  concert  with 
the  Virginia  opposition  and  preparing  the  way  for  entering  on 
the  journals  a  final  protest  against  the  proceedings  of  the  ma- 
jority, proposed  that  upon  all  questions  where  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called  any  member  might  insert  the  reason  of  his 
vote  upon  the  journal  of  the  convention.  This  was  argued 
all  the  day  long,  and  leave  waa  refused  by  a  very  large  ma- 
jority.f 

The  fiercest  day's  debate,  and  the  only  one  where  the  de- 
cision of  the  country  was  finally  in  favor  of  the  minority,  took 
place  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  November.  There  was  a  rising 
discontent  at  the  omission  of  a  declaration  of  rights.  To  prove 
that  there  was  no  need  of  a  bill  of  rights,  Wilson  said :  "  The 
boasted  Magna  Charta  of  England  derives  the  liberties  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  kingdom  from  the  gift  and  grant  of  the 
king,  and  no  wonder  the  people  were  anxious  to  obtain  bills  of 
rights ;  but  here  the  fee  simple  remains  in  the  people ;  and  by 
this  constitution  they  do  not  part  with  it.  The  preamble  to 
the  proposed  constitution,  ^  We  the  people  of  the  United  States 
do  establish,'  contains  the  essence  of  all  the  bills  of  rights  that 
have  been  or  can  be  devised.'' :{:  The  defence  was  imperfect 
both  in  sentiment  and  in  public  law.  To  the  sentiment,  Smilie 
answered :  "  The  words  in  the  preamble  of  the  proposed  sys- 
tem, however  superior  they  may  be  to  the  terms  of  the  great 
charter  of  England,  must  yield  to  the  expressions  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania biU  of  rights  and  the  memorable  declaration  of  the 
fourth  of  July  1776."  As  a  question  of  public  law,  the  an- 
swer of  Smilie  was  equally  conclusive :  "  It  is  not  enough  to 

*  Independent  Gazetteer,  29  Xovember  1787. 

f  Independent  Gazetteer  for  3  December;  and  especially  for  7  December  1787. 

X  Elliotts  Debates,  ii.,  434-439. 
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reserve  to  the  people  a  right  to  alter  and  abolish  government, 
bnt  some  criterion  should  be  established  by  which  it  can  easfly 
and  constitutionally  ascertain  how  far  the  government  may 
proceed  and  when  it  transgresses  its  jurisdiction."  "  A  bill  erf 
rights,"  interposed  McKean,  "  though  it  can  do  no  harm,  is  an 
unnecessary  instrument.  The  constitutions  of  but  five  out  of 
the  thirteen  United  States  have  bills  of  rights."  The  speaker 
was  ill  informed.  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  had  alone  de- 
clined the  opportunity  of  establishing  a  biU  of  rights;  eveiy 
state  to  the  north  of  them  had  one  except  Ehode  Island  and 
Connecticut,  which  as  yet  adhered  to  their  original  charters, 
and  New  Jersey,  which  still  adhered  to  its  government  as  es- 
tablished just  before  the  declaration  of  independence.  New 
York  had  incorporated  into  its  constitution  the  whole  of  that 
declaration. 

"Wilson  asserted  that  in  the  late  convention  the  desire  of 
"  a  bill  of  rights  had  never  assumed  the  shape  of  a  motion." 
Here  his  memory  was  at  fault ;  but  no  one  present  could  co^ 
rect  him.  "  In  civil  governments,"  he  proceeded,  "  bills  of 
rights  are  useless,  nor  can  I  conceive  whence  the  contrary  no- 
tion has  arisen.  Virginia  has  no  bill  of  rights."  Smilie  inter- 
rupted him  to  cite  the  assurance  of  Gteorge  Mason  himself  that 
Virginia  had  a  bill  of  rights ;  and  he  repeated  the  remark  that 
Mason*  had  made  in  the  convention :  "  The  laws  of  the  gen- 
eral government  are  paramount  to  the  laws  and  constitutions 
of  the  several  statos ;  and  as  there  is  no  declaration  of  rights 
in  the  new  constitution,  the  declarations  of  rights  in  the  con- 
stitutions of  the  several  states  are  no  security.  Every  stipula- 
tion for  the  most  sacred  and  invaluable  privileges  of  man  is 
left  at  the  mercy  of  government."  f 

On  Saturday,  the  first  of  December,  William  Findley,  the 
third  leading  member  of  the  opposition,  in  a  long  and  elabo- 
rate argument  endeavored  to  prove  that  the  proposed  plan  of 
government  was  not  a  confederation  of  states,  but  a  consolida- 
tion of  government  He  insisted  that  the  constitution  formed 
a  contract  between  individuals  entering  into  society,  not  a 

•Gilpin,  1666;  ElUot,  688. 

t  Independent  Gazetteer,  December  10,  13,  18,  20,  24,  27.    Review  of  the 
Constitutions  by  De  La  Croix,  English  translation,  it,  886,  note. 
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union  of  independent  states ;  that  in  the  legislature  it  estab- 
lished the  vote  by  individuals,  not  by  states ;  that  between  two 
parties  in  the  same  commanity,  each  claiming  independent 
sovereignty,  it  granted  an  unlimited  right  of  internal  taxation 
to  the  federal  body,  whose  stronger  will  would  thus  be  able  to 
annihilate  the  power  of  its  weaker  rival ;  that  it  conceded  a 
right  to  r^ulate  and  judge  of  elections ;  that  it  extended  the 
judicial  power  as  widely  as  the  legislative ;  that  it  raised  the 
members  of  congress  above  their  states,  for  they  were  paid  not 
by  the  states  as  subordinate  delegates,  but  by  iiie  general  gov- 
ernment ;  and  finally,  that  it  required  an  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  federal  government,  and  thus  made  the  allegiance  to  a 
separate  sovereign  state  an  absurdity.* 

Meantime  the  zeal  of  the  majority  was  quickened  by  news 
from  "  the  Delaware  state,"  whose  people  were  for  the  most 
part  of  the  same  stock  as  the  settlers  of  Pennsylvania,  and  had 
grown  up  under  the  same  proprietary.  On  the  proposal  for 
the  federal  convention  at  Philadelphia,  its  general  assembly 
declared  that  "  they  had  long  been  fully  convinced  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  revising  the  federal  constitution,"  "being  willing 
and  desirous  of  co-operating  with  the  commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia and  the  other  states  in  the  confederation,"  f  Now  that 
an  equality  of  vote  in  the  senate  had  been  conceded,  the  one 
single  element  of  opposition  disappeared.  The  legislature  of 
Delaware  met  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  October,  and  follow- 
ing "the  sense  and  desire  of  great  numbers  of  the  people  of 
the  state,  signified  in  petitions  to  their  general  assembly," 
"  adopted  speedy  measures  to  call  together  a  convention."  ^ 

The  constituent  body,  which  met  at  Dover  in  the  first  week 
of  December,  encountered  no  difficulty  but  how  to  find  lan- 
guage strong  enough  to  express  their  joy  in  what  had  been  done. 
On  the  sixth  "the  deputies  of  the  people  of  the  Delaware 
state  fully,  freely,  and  entirely  approved  of,  assented  to,  rati- 
fied, and  confirmed  the  federal  constitution,"  to  which  they 
all  on  the  next  day  subscribed  their  names.* 

*  Independent  Gazetteer,  6  December,  1787. 

f  Laws  of  Delaware,  page  892,  in  edition  of  1797. 
t  Packet,  17  November  17S7. 

*  Journals  cf  Congress,  iv.    Appendix,  46. 
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When  it  became  known  that  Delaware  was  leading  the 
way  at  the  head  of  the  grand  procession  of  the  thirteen  states, 
McEean,  on  Monday,  the  tenth  of  December,  announced  to 
the  Pennsylvania  convention  that  he  should  on  the  twelfth 
press  the  vote  for  ratification. 

On  the  next  day  Wilson  sunmied  np  his  defence  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  repeated:  "This  system  is  not  a  compact;  I 
cannot  discern  the  least  trace  of  a  compact ;  the  introduction 
to  the  work  is  not  an  unmeaning  flourish ;  the  system  itself 
tells  you  what  it  is,  an  ordinance,  an  establishment  of  the  peo- 
ple." *  The  opposition  followed  the  line  of  conduct  marked 
out  by  the  opposition  in  Virginia.  On  the  twelfth,  before  the 
question  for  ratification  was  taken,  Whitehill  presented  peti- 
tions from  seven  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants  of  Cumberland 
county  against  adopting  the  constitution  without  amendments, 
and  particularly  without  a  bill  of  rights  to  secure  liberty  in 
matters  of  religion,  trial  by  jury,  the  freedom  of  the  press,  the 
sole  power  in  the  individual  states  to  organize  the  militia;  the 
repeal  of  the  executive  power  of  the  senate,  and  consequent 
appointment  of  a  constitutional  council;  a  prohibition  of  re- 
pealing or  modifying  laws  of  the  United  States  by  treaties; 
restrictions  on  the  federal  judiciary  power;  a  confirmation  to 
the  several  states  of  their  sovereignty,  with  every  power,  juris- 
diction, and  right  not  expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States 
in  congress  assembled.  In  laboring  for  this  end,  he  showed  a 
concert  with  the  measure  which  Mason  and  Kandolph  had  pro- 
posed in  the  federal  convention  and  Kichard  Henry  Lee  in 
congress,  and  which  led  the  Virginia  legislature  on  that  veiy 
day  to  pass  the  act  for  communicating  with  sister  states.t 

The  amendments  which  Whitehill  proposed  were  not  suf- 
fered to  be  entered  in  the  journal.  His  motion  was  rejected 
by  fortynrix  to  twenty-three;  and  then  the  new  constitution 
was  ratified  by  the  same  majority. 

On  Thursday  the  convention  marched  in  a  procession  to  the 
court-house,  where  it  proclaimed  the  ratification.  Keturmng 
to  the  place  of  meeting,  the  forty-six  subscribed  their  names 
to  their  act.  The  opposition  were  invited  to  add  their  names 
aa  a  fair  and  honorable  acquiescence  in  the  principle  that  the 

♦  EUiot,  li.,  497,  493.  t  Henlnp,  sU.,  468. 
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majority  should  govern.  John  Harris  refused,  yet  held  himself 
bound  by  the  decision  of  the  majority.  Smilie  answered: 
"  My  hand  shall  never  give  the  lie  to  my  heart  and  tongue." 
Twenty-one  of  the  minority  signed  an  exceedingly  long  address 
to  their  constituents,  complaining  that  the  extent  of  the  coimtry 
did  not  admit  of  the  proposed  form  of  government  without 
danger  to  liberty;  and  that  the  powers  vested  in  congress 
would  lead  to  an  iron-handed  despotism,  with  unlimited  con- 
trol of  the  purse  and  the  sword. 

The  ratification  gave  unbotmded  satisfaction  to  all  Penn- 
sylvania east  of  the  Susquehanna ;  beyond  that  river  loud  muiv 
murs  were  mingled  witii  threats  of  resistance  in  arms.  On 
the  fifteenth  the  convention  dissolved  itself,  after  offering  a 
permanent  and  a  temporary  seat  of  government  to  the  United 
States. 

The  population  of  New  Jersey  at  that  time  was  almost  ex- 
clusively rural ;  in  the  west  chiefly  the  descendants  of  Quak- 
ers, in  the  east  of  Dutch  and  Scottish  Calvinists.  This  in- 
dustrious, frugal,  and  pious  people,  little  agitated  by  political 
disputes,  received  the  federal  constitution  with  joy,  and  the 
consciousness  that  its  own  sons  had  contributed  essentially  to 
its  formation.* 

On  the  twenty-sixth  of  October  its  legislature  called  a  state 
convention  by  a  unanimous  vote.  On  the  eleventh  of  Decem- 
ber the  convention  of  New  Jersey,  composed  of  accomplished 
civilians,  able  judges,  experienced  genenJs,  and  fair-minded, 
intelligent  husbandmen,  assembled  in  Trenton*  The  next  day 
was  spent  in  organizing  the  house,  all  the  elected  members 
being  present  save  one.  John  Stevens  was  chosen  president 
by  ballot ;  Samuel  Whitham  Stockton,  secretary.  The  morn- 
ing began  with  prayer.  Then  with  open  doors  the  convention 
proceeded  to  read  the  federal  constitution  by  sections,  giving 
opportunity  for  debates  and  for  votes  if  called  for ;  and,  after 
a  week's  deliberation,  on  Tuesday,  the  eighteenth,  determined 
unanimously  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  federal  constitution. 
A  committee,  on  which  appear  the  names  of  Brearley,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  federal  convention,  "Witherspoon,  Neilson,  Beatty, 
former  members  of  congress,  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the 

♦  PeniL  Journal,  7  November  1787. 
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form  of  the  ratification ;  and  the  people  of  the  state  of  New 
Jersey,  "  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  members  present, 
agreed  to,  ratified,  and  confirmed  the  proposed  constitution 
and  every  part  thereof."  * 

On  die  next  day,  the  resolve  for  ratification  having  been 
engrossed  in  duplicate  on  parchment,  one  copy  for  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  and  one  for  the  archives  of  the  state, 
every  member  of  the  convention  present  subscribed  his  name. 
In  the  shortest  possible  time,  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Xew  Jersey,  the  three  central  states,  one  by  a  majority  of  two 
thirds,  the  others  unanimously,  accepted  the  constitution. 

The  union  of  the  central  states  was  of  the  best  omen.    Be- 
fore knowing  their  decision,  Georgia  at  the  extreme  south  had 
I  independently  taken  its  part ;  its  legislature  chanced  to  be  in 
/  session  when  the  message  from  congress  arrived.    All  its  rela- 
.  lions  to  the  United  States  were  favorable ;  it  was  in  possession 
/  of  a  territory  abounding  in  resources  and  large  enough  to  con- 
I  stitute  an  empire ;  its  people  felt  the  need  of  protection  against 
1    Spain,  which  ruled  along  their  southern  frontier  from  the 
'    Mississippi  to  the  Atlantic,  and  against  the  savages  who  dwelt 
in  their  forests  and  hung  on  the  borders  of  their  settlements, 
i    A  convention  which  was  promptly  called  met  on  Christmas- 
•    day,  with  power  to  adopt  or  reject  any  part  or  the  whole  of  the 
proposed  constitution.    Assembled  at  Augusta,  its  members, 
finding  themselves  all  of  one  mind,  on  the  second  day  of  the 
new  year,  unanimously,  for  themselves  and  for  the  people  of 
Georgia,  fully  and  entirely  assented  to,  ratified,  and  adopted 
the  proposed  constitution.    They  hoped  that  their  ready  com- 
•  pliance  would  "  tend  to  consolidate  the  union  "  and  "promote 
the  happiness  of  the  common  country."    The  completing  of 
the  ratification  by  the  signing  of  the  last  name  was  announced 
by  a  salute  of  thirteen  guns  in  token  of  faith  that  every  state 
would  accede  to  the  new  bonds  of  union.f 

*  Peon.  Journal  and  Penn.  Packet,  22  and  29  December, 
t  Sterens,  Ilistory  of  Georgia,  u.,  887. 
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CHAPTER  m. 

the  oonbtitution  in  connecticut  and  massachusetts. 
From  26  September  1787  to  6  February  1788. 

On  the  twenty-sixth  of  September  Eoger  Sherman  and 
Oliver  Ellsworth,  two  of  the  delegates  from  Connecticut  to  the 
federal  convention,  transmitted  to  Samuel  Huntington,  then 
governor  of  the  state,  a  printed  copy  of  the  constitution  to  be 
laid  before  the  legislature.  In  an  accompanying  official  letter 
they  observed  that  the  proportion  of  suflErage  accorded  to  the 
state  remained  the  same  as  before ;  and  they  gave  the  assur- 
ance that  the  "  additional  powers  vested  in  congress  extended 
only  to  matters  respecting  the  common  interests  of  the  union, 
and  were  specially  defined;  so  that  the  particular  states  re- 
tained their  sovereignty  in  all  other  matters."  *  The  restraint 
on  the  l^islatures  of  the  several  states  respecting  emitting  bills 
of  credit,  making  anything  but  money  a  tender  in  payment  of 
debts,  or  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts  by  ex  post  facto 
laws,  was  thought  necessary  as  a  security  to  commerce,  in  which 
the  interest  of  foreigners  as  well  as  of  the  citizens  of  different 
states  may  be  affected.t 

The  governor  was  a  zealous  friend  of  the  new  constitution. 
The  legislature,  on  the  sixteenth  of  October,  unanimously :{: 
tailed  a  convention  of  the  state.  To  this  were  chosen  the  re- 
tired and  the  present  highest  officers  of  its  government ;  the 
judges  of  its  courts;  "ministers  of  the  Gospel;"  and  nearly 
sixty  who  had  fought  for  independence.  Connecticut  had  a 
special  interest  in  ratifying  the  constitution ;  the  compromise 

♦  Compare  the  remark  of  Wilson,  supra^  886,  886. 
t  EUiot,  i.,  491,  4tf2.  %  Mftdison,  I,  859. 
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requiring  for  acts  of  legislation  a  majority  of  tlie  states  and  a 
majority  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  had  prevailed 
through  its  own  delegates. 

In  January  1788,  the  convention,  having  been  organized  in 
the  State-house  in  Hartford,  moved  immediately  to  the  If orth 
Meeting  House,  where,  in  the  presence  of  a  multitude,  the 
constitution  was  read  and  debated  section  by  section,  under  an 
agreement  that  no  vote  should  be  taken  till  the  whole  of  it 
should  have  been  considered.* 

On  the  fourth,  Oliver  Ellsworth  explained  the  necessity  of 
a  federal  government  for  the  national  defence,  for  the  manage- 
ment of  foreign  relations,  for  preserving  peace  between  the 
states,  for  giving  energy  to  the  public  administration.  He 
pointed  out  that  a  state  like  Connecticut  was  specially  benefited 
by  the  restraint  on  separate  states  from  collecting  duties  on  fo^ 
eign  importations  made  through  their  more  convenient  harbors, 

Johnson  added :  While  under  the  confederation  states  in 
their  political  capacity  could  be  coerced  by  nothing  but  a  mili- 
tary force ;  the  constitution  introduces  the  mild  and  equal 
energy  of  magistrates  for  the  execution  of  the  laws.  "By  a 
signal  intervention  of  divine  providence,  a  convention  from 
states  differing  in  circumstances,  interests,  and  manners,  have 
harmoniously  adopted  one  grand  system ;  if  we  reject  it,  our 
national  existence  must  come  to  an  end."  t 

The  grave  and  weighty  men  who  listened  to  him  approved 
his  words ;  but  when  the  paragraph  which  gave  to  the  general 
government  the  largest  powers  of  taxation  was  debated,  James 
"Wadsworth,  who  had  served  as  a  general  oflScer  in  the  war, 
objected  to  duties  on  imports  as  partial  to  the  southern  states. 
"  Connecticut,"  answered  Ellsworth,  "  is  a  manufacturing  state ; 
it  already  manufactures  its  implements  of  husbandry  and  half 
its  clothes."  Wadsworth  further  objected,  that  authority  which 
unites  the  power  of  the  sword  to  that  of  the  purse  is  despotic. 
Ellsworth  replied :  "  The  general  legislature  ought  to  have  a 
revenue ;  and  it  ought  to  have  power  to  defend  the  state  against 
foreign  enemies;  there  can  be  no  government  without  the 
power  of  the  purse  and  the  sword."  *'  So  well  guarded  is  this 
constitution,"  observed  Oliver  Wolcott,  then  lieutenant-gov- 

*  Penn.  Packet  for  18  January  IVSS.  f  Penn.  Packet,  24  January  1738 
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emor,  ^^  it  seems  impossible  that  the  rights  either  of  the  states 
or  of  the  people  should  be  destroyed.'*  When  on  the  nintb 
the  vote  was  taken,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  appeared 
for  the  constitution ;  forty  only  against  it.* 

The  people  received  with  delight  the  announcement  of  this 
great  majority  of  more  than  three'  to  one ;  at  the  next  election 
the  "  wrong-headed "  James  "Wadsworth  was  left  out  of  the 
government ;  and  opposition  grew  more  and  more  faint  till  it 
wholly  died  away. 

The  cotmtry  from  the  St  Croix  to  the  St.  Mary's  now  fixed 
its  attention  on  Massachusetts,  whose  adverse  decision  would  in- 
evitably involve  the  defeat  of  tlie  constitution.  The  represen- 
tatives of  that  great  state,  who  came  together  on  the  seven- 
teenth of  October,  had  been  chosen  under  the  influence  of  the 
recent  insurrection  ;  and  the  constitution,  had  it  been  submit- 
ted to  their  judgment,  would  have  been  rejected.t  In  com- 
municating it  to  the  general  court,  the  governor  most  wisely 
avoided  provoking  a  discussion  on  its  merits,  and  simply  recom- 
mended its  reference  to  a  convention  from  regard  to  the  worth 
of  its  authors  and  their  unanimity  on  questions  affecting  the 
prosperity  of  the  nation  and  the  complicated  rights  of  each 
separate  state.  X 

Following  his  recommendation  with  exactness,  the  senate, 
of  which  Samuel  Adams  was  president,  promptly  adopted  a 
resolve  to  refer  the  new  constitution  to  a  convention  of  the 
commonwealth.  On  motion  of  Theophilus  Parsons,  of  New- 
buryport,  a  lawyer  destined  to  attain  in  his  state  the  highest 
professional  honors,  the  resolve  of  the  senate  was  opened  in 
the  house.     Spectators  crowded  the  galleries  and  the  floor. 

♦  Penn.  Padcet,  24  January  1788. 

t  D.  Lincoln  to  Washington,  Boston,  19  March  1788. 

;  The  conduct  of  Hancock  in  support  of  the  constitution  was  from  beginning 
to  end  consistent ;  and  so  wise  that  the  afterthought  of  the  most  skilful  caviller 
can  not  point  out  where  it  could  be  improved.  Nathaniel  Gorham,  who  had 
known  Hancock  long  and  well,  in  a  letter  to  Madison  of  27  January  1788,  the 
darkest  hour,  places  Hancock  and  Bowdoin  foremost  in  the  list  of  the  managers 
of  the  cause  of  the  constitution,  naming  them  with  equal  confidence.  Hancock, 
who  was  not  wanting  in  sagacity,  may  have  seen,  and  others  may  have  let  him 
know  that  they  too  saw,  how  much  the  support  of  the  constitution  would  strengthen 
his  position  in  public  life ;  but  at  that  time  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  rivalry 
of  Bowdoin,  who  had  definitively  retired. 
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Signs  of  a  warm  opposition  appeared ;  the  right  to  supersede 
the  old  confederation  was  denied  alike  to  the  convention  and 
to  the  people ;  the  adoption  of  a  new  constitution  by  bnt  nine 
of  the  thirteen  states  would  be  the  breach  of  a  still  valid  com- 
pact. An  inalienable  power,  it  was  said  in  reply,  resides  m 
the  people  to  amend  their  form  of  government.  An  array  of 
parties  was  avoided;  and  with  little  opposition  a  convention 
was  ordered. 

The  choice  took  place  at  a  moment  when  the  country  peo- 
pie  of  Massachusetts  were  bowed  down  by  cumulative  debts, 
and  quivering  in  the  agonies  of  a  suppressed  insurrection ;  the 
late  disturbers  of  the  peace  were  scarcely  certain  of  amnesty ; 
and  they  knew  that  the  general  government,  if  established, 
must  array  itself  against  violence.  The  election  resulted  in 
the  choice  of  at  least  eighteen  of  the  late  insurgents.  The  ru- 
ral population  were  di^clined  to  a  change.  The  people  in 
the  district  of  Maine,  which  in  territory  far  exceeded  Massa- 
chusetts, had  never  willingly  accepted  annexation ;  the  desire 
for  a  government  of  their  own  outweighed  their  willingness 
to  enter  into  the  union  as  a  member  of  Massachusetts ;  and  one 
half  of  their  delegates  were  ready  to  oppose  the  constitution. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  commercial  towns  of  Maine,  all  manu- 
f a<jturers,  men  of  wealth,  the  lawyers,  including  the  judges  of 
all  the  courts,  and  nearly  all  the  officers  of  the  late  army,  were 
in  favor  of  the  new  form  of  general  government  The  voters 
of  Cambridge  rejected  Elbridge  Gterry  in  favor  of  Francis 
Dana ;  in  Beverly,  Nathan  Dane  was  put  aside  *  for  George 
Cabot ;  the  members  from  Maine  were  exactly  balanced ;  but 
of  those  from  Massachusetts  proper  a  majority  of  perhaps  ten 
or  twelve  was  opposed  to  the  ratification  of  the  constitution. 
Among  the  elected  were  King,  Gorham,  and  Strong,  who  had 
been  of  tlie  federal  convention ;  the  late  and  present  governors, 
Bowdoin  and  Hancock ;  Heath  and  Lincoln  of  the  army ;  of 
rising  statesmen,  John  Brooks  and  Christopher  G^ore ;  The- 
ophilus  Parsons,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  John  Davis,  and  Fisher 
Ames ;  and  about  twenty  ministers  of  various  religious  de- 
nominations. So  able  a  body  had  never  met  in  Massachusetts. 
Full  of  faith  that  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  was  the 

*  Ind.  Gazetteer,  8,  9  January  llSS, 
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greatest  qaestion  of  the  age,  the  federalists  were  all  thoroughly 
in  earnest,  and  influenced  by  no  inferior  motives ;  so  that  there 
eonld  be  among  them  neither  cabab  inconndl  nornncertainty 
in  action.  They  obeyed  an  immovable  determination  to  over- 
come the  seemingly  adverse  majority.  As  a  consequence,  they 
bad  discipline  and  concerted  action. 

It  was  consistent  with  the  whole  public  life  of  Samuel  Ad- 
ams, the  helmsman  of  the  revolution  at  its  origin,  the  truest 
representative  of  the  home  rule  of  Massachusetts  in  its  town- 
meetings  and  general  court,  that  he  was  startled  when,  on  en- 
tering the  new  "  building,  he  met  with  a  national  government 
instead  of  a  federal  union  of  sovereign  states ; "  but,  in  direct 
antagonism  to  (leorge  Mason  and  Eichard  Heniy  Lee,  he  had 
always  approved  granting  to  the  general  government  the  power 
of  regulating  commerce.*  Before  he  had  declared  his  inten- 
tions, perhaps  before  they  had  fully  ripened,  his  constituents 
of  the  industrial  classes  of  Boston,  which  had  ever  been  his 
main  support,  came  together,  and  from  a  crowded  hall  a  cry 
went  forth  that  on  the  rejection  of  the  constitution  "  naviga- 
tion "  would  languish  and  ^^  skilful  mechanics  be  compelled  to 
emigrate,"  so  that  ^^  any  vote  of  a  delegate  from  Boston  against 
adopting  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  interests,  feelings,  and 
wishes  of  the  tradesmen  of  the  town." 

The  morning  betokened  foul  weather,  but  the  heavy  clouds 
would  not  join  together.  The  enterprising  and  prosperous 
men  of  Maine,  though  they  desired  separation  from  Massachu- 
setts, had  no  sympathy  with  the  late  insurrection ;  and  the 
country  people,  though  they  could  only  by  slow  degrees  ac- 
custom their  nunds  to  untried  restraints  on  their  rustic  liberty, 
never  wavered  in  their  attachment  to  the  union.  The  conven- 
tion was  organized  with  the  governor  of  the  commonwealth  as 
its  president.!  The  federalists  of  Philadelphia  had  handled 
their  opponents  roughly ;  the  federalists  of  Massachusetts  re- 

*  The  actiTitj  and  wise  and  efficient  support  of  the  constitution  by  Samuel 
Adams  I  received  from  my  friend  John  Davis,  who  was  a  member  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  who  was  singularly  skilful  in  weighing  evidence.  The  account  which  he 
gave  me  is  thoroughly  supported  by  the  official  record. 

f  Debates  and  Proceedings  in  the  Convention,  etc.,  published  by  the  legislature 
of  Massachusetts,  edited  by  B.  E.  Peirce  and  C.  Hale.  The  best  collection  on  the 
subject 
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solved  never  in  debate  to  fail  in  gentleness  and  conrtesy.  A 
motion  to  request  Elbridge  Geny  to  take  a  seat  in  the  conveQ- 
tion,  that  he  might  answer  questions  of  fact,  met  no  objection ; 
and  he  was  left  to  grow  sick  of  sitting  in  a  house  to  which  he 
had  failed  of  an  election,  and  in  whose  debates  he  could  not 
join.  On  motion  of  Caleb  Strong,  no  vote  was  to  be  taken  tiD 
the  debate,  which  assumed  the  form  of  a  free  conversation, 
should  have  gone  over  the  several  paragraphs  of  the  constitn- 
tion.* 

Massachusetts  had  instructed  its  delegates  in  the  federal 
convention  to  insist  on  the  annual  election  of  representatiTCs; 
Samuel  Adams  asked  why  they  were  to  be  chosen  for  two 
years.  Strong  explained  that  it  was  a  necessary  compromise 
among  so  many  states;  and  Adams  answered:  "I  am  satis- 
fied." t  This  remark  the  federal  leaders  entreated  him  to  re- 
peat ;  he  did  so,  when  all  gave  attention,  and  the  objection  was 
definitively  put  to  rest 

Referring  to  the  power  of  congress  to  take  part  in  r^o- 
lating  the  elections  of  senators  and  representatives,  Phineas 
Bishop  of  Rehoboth  proclaimed  "the  liberties  of  the  yeo- 
manry at  an  end."  It  is  but  "  a  guarantee  of  free  elections," 
said  Cabot  "  And  a  security  of  the  rights  of  the  people," 
added  Theophilus  Parsons.  "  Onr  rulers,"  observed  Widgeiy 
of  Maine,  "  ought  to  have  no  power  which  they  can  abuse."  J 
"All  the  godly  men  we  read  of,"  added  Abraham  White  of 
Bristol,  "  have  failed ;  I  would  not  trust  a  flock,  though  every 
one  of  them  should  be  a  Moses." 

On  the  seventeenth  an  oflicial  letter  from  Connecticut  an- 
nounced the  very  great  majority  by  which  it  had  adopted  the 
constitution ;  but  its  enemies  in  Massachusetts  were  unmoved. 
Samuel  Thompson  of  Maine  condemned  it  for  not  requiring 
of  a  representative  some  property  qualification,  saying:  *'Men 
who  have  nothing  to  lose  have  nothing  to  fear."  "  Do  you 
wish  to  exclude  from  the  federal  government  a  good  man  be- 
cause he  is  not  rich  ? "  asked  Theodore  Sedgwick.  "  The  men 
who  have  most  injured  the  country,"  said  King,  "have  com- 
monly been  rich  men." 

On  the  eighteenth  the  compromise  respecting  the  taxation 

♦  EUiot,  11,  8.  t  f  »'om  J^l^n  I^avis.  t  ElUot,  ii.,  28. 
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and  representation  of  slaves  was  cried  against.  Thomas  Dawes  ( 
of  Boston  answered :  "  Congress  in  the  year  1808  may  wholly  1 
prohibit  the  importation  of  tihem,  leaving  every  particular  state  1 
in  the  mean  time  its  own  option  totally  to  prohibit  their  intro-  I 
duction  into  its  own  territories.  Slavery  could  not  be  abol-  1 
ished  by  an  act  of  congress  in  a  moment ;  but  it  has  received  a  f 
mortal  wound."  * 

On  the  nineteenth  a  farmer  of  Worcester  county  com- 
plained :  "  There  is  no  provision  that  men  in  power  should 
have  any  religion ;  a  Papist  or  an  inAdel  is  as  eligible  as  Chris- 
tians." John  Brooks  and  Parsons  spoke  on  the  other  side; 
and  Daniel  Shute,  the  minister  of  Hingham,  said:  "No  con- 
ceivable advantage  to  the  whole  will  result  from  a  test."  Wil- 
liam Jones  of  Maine  rejoined :  "  It  would  be  happy  for  the 
United  States  if  our  public  men  were  to  .be  of  those  who  have 
a  good  standing  in  the  church."  Philip  Payson,  the  minister  • 
of  Chelsea,  retorted :  "  Human  tribunals  for  the  consciences  of 
men  are  impious  encroachments  upon  the  prerogatives  of  God. 
A  religious  test,  as  a  qualification  for  office,  would  have  been  a 
great  blemish." 

William  Jones  of  Maine  objected  to  the  long  period  of 
office  for  the  senators.  "  One  third  of  the  senators,"  observed 
Fisher  Ames,  "are  to  be  introduced  every  second  year;  the 
constitution,  in  practice  as  in  theory,  will  be  that  of  a  federal 
republic."  "  We  cannot,"  continued  Jones,  "  recall  the  sena- 
tors." "  Their  duration,"  answered  King,  "  is  not  too  long  for 
a  right  discharge  of  their  duty." 

On  the  twenty-first,  King  explained  the  nature  of  the  tran- 
sition t  from  a  league  of  states  with  only  authority  to  make 
requisitions  on  each  state,  to  a  republic  instituted  by  the  peo- 
ple with  the  right  to  apply  laws  directly  to  the  individual 
members  of  the  states.  He  showed  that  without  the  power 
over  the  purse  and  the  sword  no  government  can  give  security 
to  the  people ;  analyzed  and  defended  the  grant  of  revenue 
alike  from  indirect  and  direct  taxes,  and  insisted  that  the  pro- 
posed constitution  is  the  only  efficient  federal  government  that 
can  be  substituted  for  the  old  confederation. 

Thomas  Dawes  of  Boston  defended  the  power  of  laying 

*  Eirot,  it,  41.  f  EUiot,  ii.,  6^61. 
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imposts  and  excises  in  this  wise :  "  For  want  of  general  kws  of 
prohibition  through  the  union,  our  coasting  trade,  our  whole 
commerce,  is  going  to  ruin.  A  vessel  from  Halifax  with  its 
fish  and  whalebone  finds  as  hearty  a  welcome  at  the  southern 
ports  as  though  built  and  navigated  and  freighted  from  Salem 
or  Boston.  South  of  Delaware  three  fourths  of  the  exports 
and  three  fourths  of  the  returns  are  made  in  British  bottoms. 
Of  timber,  one  half  of  the  value — of  other  produce  shipped 
for  London  from  a  southern  state,  three  tenths — go  to  the  Brit- 
ish carrier  in  the  names  of  freight  and  charges.  This  is  money 
which  belongs  to  the  New  England  states,  because  we  can  fur- 
nish the  ships  much  better  than  the  BritisL  Our  sister  states  are 
willing  that  these  benefits  should  be  secured  to  us  by  nadonal 
laws ;  but  we  are  slaves  to  Europe.  We  have  no  uniformity 
in  duties,  imposts,  excises,  or  prohibitions.  Congress  has  no 
authority  to  withhold  advantages  from  foreigners  in  order  to 
obtain  reciprocal  advantages  from  them.  Our  manuf acturere 
have  received  no  encouragement  by  national  duties  on  foreign 
manufactures,  and  they  never  can  by  any  authority  in  the  con- 
federation. The  very  face  of  our  country,  our  numerous  feDfi 
of  water,  and  places  for  mills,  lead  to  manufactures :  have  they 
been  encouraged  t  Has  congress  been  able  by  national  laws  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  such  foreign  conmiodities  as  are 
made  from  such  raw  materials  as  we  ourselves  raise  i  The 
citizens  of  the  United  States  within  the  last  three  years  have 
contracted  debts  with  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
amount  of  near  six  millions  of  dollars.  If  we  wish  to  en- 
courage our  own  manufactures,  to  preserve  our  own  commerce, 
to  raise  the  value  of  our  own  lands,  we  must  give  congress  the 
powers  in  question."  * 

Every  day  that  passed  showed  the  doubtfubess  of  the  con- 
vention. "  The  decision  of  Massachusetts  either  way,"  wrote 
Madison  from  congress,  "  will  involve  the  result  in  New  York," 
and  a  negative  would  rouse  the  minority  in  Pennsylvania  to  a 
stubborn  resistance.  Langdon  of  New  Hampshire,  and  men 
from  Newport  and  Providence  who  came  to  watch  the  course 
of  the  debates,  reported  that  New  Hampshire  and  Khode 
Island  would  accept  the  constitution  should  it  be  adopted  by 

♦  EUiot,  U.,  57-60. 
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Massachusetts.  Gerry,  under  the  influence  of  Eichard  Henry 
Lee,  had  written  a  letter  to  the  two  houses  of  Massachusetts, 
insinuating  that  the  constitution  needed  amendments,  and 
should  not  be  adopted  till  they  were  made.  These  same  sug- 
gestions had  been  circulated  throughout  Virginia,  where,  as 
has  already  been  related,*  Washington  threw  himself  into  the 
discussion  and  advised,  as  the  only  true  policy,  to  accept  the 
constitution  and  amend  it  by  the  methods  which  the  con- 
stitution itself  had  established.  The  letter  in  which  he  had 
given  this  advice  reached  Boston  in  season  to  be  published  in 
the  Boston  "  Centinel "  of  the  twenty  third  of  January.  In 
the  convention  the  majority  still  seemed  adverse  to  the  consti- 
tution. To  win  votes  from  the  ranks  of  its  foes,  its  friends, 
following  the  counsels  of  Washington,  resolved  to  combine 
with  its  ratification  a  recommendation  of  amendments.  For 
this  end  Bowdoin  and  Hancock,  Theophilus  Parsons  and  Gor- 
ham,  Samuel  Adams,  Heath,  and  a  very  few  other  resolute  and 
trusty  men,  matured  in  secret  council  a  plan  of  action.f 

Meantime  Samuel  Thompson  could  see  no  safety  but  in  a 
bill  of  rights.  Bowdoin  spoke  at  large  for  the  new  govern- 
ment with  its  ability  to  pay  the  public  debts  and  to  regulate 
commerce.  "Power  inadequate  to  its  object  is  worse  than 
none ;  checks  are  provided  to  prevent  abuse.  The  whole  con- 
stitution is  a  declaration  of  rights.  It  will  complete  the  tem- 
ple of  American  liberty,  and  consecrate  it  to  justice.  May 
this  convention  erect  Massachusetts  as  one  of  its  pillars  on  the 
foundation  of  perfect  union,  never  to  be  dissolved  but  by  the 
dissolution  of  nature."  X 

Parsons  recapitulated  and  answered  the  objections  brought 
against  the  constitution,  and  closed  his  remarks  by  saying :  "  An 
increase  of  the  powers  of  the  federal  constitution  by  usurpa- 
tion will  be  upon  thirteen  completely  organized  legislatures 
having  means  as  well  as  inch'nation  to  oppose  it  successfully. 
The  people  themselves  have  power  to  resist  it  without  an  ap- 
peal to  arms.  An  act  of  usurpation  is  not  law,  and  therefore 
is  not  obligatory ;  and  any  man  may  be  justified  in  his  resist- 
ance.   Let  him  be  considered  as  a  criminal  by  the  general 

*  Bcc  page  880  of  thb  Yolame. 

f  King  to  lladison,  quoted  in  Madison's  Writings,  i.,  873.     X  Elliot,  ii.,  80-88. 
VOL.  Ti. — 26 
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goveniment ;  his  own  fellow-citizens  are  his  juiy ;  and  if  thej 
pronounce  him  innocent,  not  all  the  powers  of  congress  can 
hurt  him."  * 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentj-fourth,  Nason  of  Maine, 
an  implacable  enemy  of  the  constitution,  proposed  to  cease 
its  discussion  by  paragraphs  so  as  to  open  the  whole  question. 
This  attempt  "to  hurry  the  matter"  was  resisted  by  Samuel 
Adams  in  a  speech  so  effective  that  the  motion  was  n^tived 
without  a  division. 

On  the  next  day  Amos  Singletary  of  Sutton,  a  husband- 
man venerable  from  age  and  from  patriotic  service  from  the 
very  beginning  of  the  troubles  with  England,  resisted  the  con- 
stitution as  an  attempt  to  tax  and  bind  the  people  in  all  cases 
whatsoever. 

Jonathan  Smith  of  Lanesborough,  speaking  to  men  who 
like  himself  followed  the  plough  for  their  livelihood,  b^an  a 
reply  by  arguments  drawn  from  the  late  insurrection,  when  he 
was  called  to  order,  Samuel  Adams  instantly  said  with  au- 
thority :  "  The  gentleman  is  in  order ;  let  him  go  on  in  his  own 
way."  The  "  plain  man  "  then  proceeded  in  homely  words  to 
show  that  farmers  in  the  western  counties,  in  their  great  dis- 
tress during  the  insurrection,  would  have  been  glad  to  snatch 
at  anything  like  a  government  for  protection.  "  This  constitu- 
tion," he  said,  "  is  just  such  a  cure  for  these  disorders  as  we 
wanted.    Anarchy  leads  to  tyranny." 

Attention  was  arrested  by  the  clause  on  the  slave-trade. 
**My  profession,"  said  James  Neal  of  Maine,  "obliges  me  to 
bear  witness  against  anytliing  that  favors  making  merchandise 
of  the  bodies  of  men,  and  unless  this  objection  is  removed  I 
cannot  put  my  hand  to  the  constitution."  "  Shall  it  be  said," 
cried  Samuel  Thompson,  "  that  after  we  have  established  our 
own  independence  and  freedom  we  make  slaves  of  others? 
How  has  Washington  immortalized  himself  I  but  he  holds  those 
in  slavery  who  have  as  good  a  right  to  be  free  as  he  has,''  Dana 
and  Samuel  Adams  rejoiced  that  a  door  was  to  be  opened  for 
the  total  annihilation  of  the  slave-trade  after  twenty  years;  but 
hatred  of  slavery  influenced  the  final  vote.f 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first  of  January,  Hancock, 

♦  EMiot,  II,  94.  t  Elliot,  il,  107, 120. 
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who  till  then  had  been  kept  from  his  place  by  painful  illness, 
took  the  chair,  and  the  concerted  movement  began.  Conver- 
sation came  to  an  end ;  and  Parsons  proposed  ^'  that  the  con- 
vention do  assent  to  and  ratify  the  constitution."*  Heath 
suggested  that  in  ratifying  it  they  should  instruct  their  mem- 
bers of  congress  to  endeavor  to  provide  proper  checks  and 
guards  in  some  of  its  paragraphs,  and  that  the  convention 
should  correspond  with  their  sister  states,  to  request  their  con- 
currence." t 

Hancock  then  spoke  earnestly  for  the  necessity  of  adopting 
the  proposed  form  of  government;  and  brought  forward  nine 
general  amendments.  Taken  from  the  letters  of  Hichard 
Henry  Lee,  the  remonstrance  of  the  minority  in  Pennsylvam'a, 
and  the  objections  made  in  the  Massachusetts  debates,  ^^  they 
were  the  production  of  the  federaUsts  after  mature  delibera- 
tion," and  were  clad  in  terse  and  fittest  words,  which  revealed 
the  workmanship  of  Parsons.  "  All  powers  not  expressly  dele- 
gated to  congress,"  so  ran  the  most  important  of  them,  "  are 
reserved  to  the  several  states." 

"  I  feel  myself  happy,"  thus  Samuel  Adams  addressed  the 
chair,  "  in  contemplating  the  idea  that  many  benefits  will  re- 
sult from  your  Excellency's  conciliatory  proposition  to  this 
commonwaUth  and  to  the  whole  United  States.  The  objec- 
tions made  to  this  constitution  as  far  as  Virginia  are  similar. 
I  have  had  my  doubts ;  other  gentlemen  have  had  theirs ;  the 
proposition  submitted  will  tend  to  remove  such  doubts,  and 
conciliate  the  minds  of  the  convention  and  of  the  people  out- 
of-doors.  The  measure  of  Massachusetts  will  from  her  impor- 
tance have  the  most  salutary  effect  in  other  states  where  con- 
ventions have  not  yet  met,  and  throughout  the  union.  The 
people  should  be  united  in  a  federal  government  to  withstand 
the  common  enemy  and  to  preserve  their  rights  and  liberties ; 
I  should  fear  the  consequences  of  large  minorities  in  the  sev- 
eral states. 

"The  article  which  empowers  congress  to  regulate  com-/ 
merce  and  to  form  treaties  I  esteem  particularly  valuable.  Fori 
want  of  this  power  in  our  national  head  our  friends  arel 
grieved ;  our  enemies  insult  us ;  our  minister  at  the  court  of  j 

♦  Elliot,  I!.,  120.  f  EUiot,  H.,  122.  / 
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London  is  a  cipher.  A  power  to  remedy  tins  evil  should  be 
gi7en  to  congress,  and  applied  as  soon  as  possible.  I  moye 
that  the  paper  read  by  your  Excellency  be  now  taken  into  con- 
sideration." * 

Samuel  Adams,  on  the  first  day  of  February,  invited  mem- 
bers to  propose  still  further  amendments;  but  Kason  of 
Maine,  the  foremost  in  opposition,  stubbornly  refused  to  take 
part  in  supporting  a  constitution  which,  they  said,  ^^  destroyed 
the  sovereignty  of  Massachusetts."  f 

The  measure  was  referred  to  a  committee  formed  on  the 
principle  of  selecting  from  each  county  one  of  its  friends  and 
one  of  its  opponents ;  but  as  both  of  the  two  delegates  from 
Dukes  coimty  were  federalists,  only  one  of  them  took  a  place 
in  the  committee.  Thirteen  of  its  members  were  fedeialistB 
from  the  beginning.  At  the  decision,  the  committee  consisted 
of  twenty-four  members;  one  absented  himself  and  one  de- 
clined to  vote ;  so  that  in  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  the  fourth 
of  February,  Bowdoin  as  chairman  of  the  conmuttee  could  re- 
port its  approval  of  the  constitution  with  the  recommendation 
of  amendments  by  a  vote  of  fifteen  to  seven. 

At  this  result  op}>osition  flared  anew.  Thomas  Lusk  of 
West  Stockbridge  revived  complaints  of  the  slave-trade,  and 
of  opening  the  door  to  popery  and  the  inquisition  by  dispens- 
ing with  a  religious  test.  But  Isaac  Backus,  the  Baptist  min- 
'  ister  of  Middleborough,  one  of  the  most  exact  of  New  Eng- 
land historians,  replied :  '^  In  reason  and  the  holy  scriptures 
religion  is  ever  a  matter  between  God  and  individuals;  the 
imposing  of  religious  tests  hath  been  the  greatest  engme  of 
tyranny  in  the  world."  Bebuking  the  importation  of  slaves 
with  earnestness,  he  trusted  in  the  passing  away  of  slavery 
itself,  saying :  "  Slavery  grows  more  and  more  odious  to  the 
world."  I    «  This  constitution,"  said  Fisher  Ames,  on  the  fifth 

♦  Elliot,  II.,  128-125.  Let  no  one  be  misled  by  the  word*  "condiUonil 
amendments  **  In  the  report  of  Mr.  Adams's  speech.  Ho  spoke  not  of  amend- 
ments offered  as  the  condition  of  the  acceptance  of  the  constitution  bj  MasM- 
chosetts,  bat  advised  that  Hassaohusetts  should  connect  with  its  rati^cadoo  a 
recommendation  of  amendments;  the  ratification  to  be  valid  whatever  fate  might 
await  the  amendments.  This  la  exactly  the  proposition  concerted  between  Par* 
eons,  Uancock,  and  himself.  Rnf  as  King  to  Knox,  in  Drake's  Knox,  98. 
f  ElUot,  11.,  183, 184.  X  Elliot,  U.,  148-161. 
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day,  "is  comparatively  perfect ;  no  subsistiiig  governinent,  no 
government  which  1  have  ever  heard  of,  will  bear  a  compari- 
son with  it  The  state  government  is  a  beaatifol  structmre, 
situated,  however,  npon  the  naked  beach;  the  union  is  the 
dike  to  fence  out  the  flood.''  * 

John  Taylor  of  Worcester  county  objected  that  the 
amendments  might  never  become  a  part  of  the  system,  and 
that  there  was  no  bill  of  rights.  "  No  power,''  answered  Par- 
sons, "is  given  to  congress  to  infringe  on  any  one  of  the 
natural  rights  of  the  people ;  should  they  attempt  it  without 
constitutional  authority,  the  act  would  be  a  nullity  and  could 
not  be  enforced."  Gilbert  Dench  of  Middlesex,  coinciding 
with  the  wishes  of  the  opposition  in  Yii^ginia,  and  with  a  mo- 
tion of  Whitehill  in  the  convention  of  Pennsylvania,  proposed 
an  Adjournment  of  the  convention  to  some  future  day.  A 
long  and  warm  contest  ensued ;  but  Samuel  Adams  skilfully 
resisted  the  motion,  and  of  the  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
members  who  were  present,  it  obtained  but  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  votes.t 

On  the  sixth  the  oflSce  of  closing  the  debate  was  by  com- 
mon consent  assigned  to  Samuel  Stillman,  a  Baptist  minister 
of  Boston.  Bacapitulatlng  and  weighing  the  arguments  of 
each  side,  he  said,  in  the  words  of  a  statesman  of  Yiiginia : 
"  Cling  to  the  union  as  the  rock  of  our  salvation,"  and  he  sum- 
moned the  state  of  Massachusetts  "  to  urge  Virginia  to  finish 
the  salutary  work  which  hath  been  begun."  f 

Before  putting  the  question,  Hancock  spoke  words  that 
were  remembered :  "  I  give  my  assent  to  the  constitution  in 
full  confidence  that  the  amendments  proposed  will  soon  be- 
coma  a  part  of  the  system.  The  people  of  this  commonwealth 
win  quietly  acquiesce  in  the  voice  of  the  majority,  and,  where 
they  see  a  want  of  perfection  in  the  proposed  form  of  govern- 
ment, endeavor,  in  a  constitutional  way,  to  have  it  amended." 

The  question  being  taken,  the  counties  of  Dukes,  Essex, 
Suffolk,  and  Plymouth,  and  in  Maine  of  Cumberland  and 
Lincoln,  all  counties  that  touched  the  sea,  gave  majorities  in 
favor  of  the  constitution ;  !&CddIesex  and  Bristol,  the  whole  of 
Massachusetts  to  the  west  of  them,  and  the  county  of  York  in 

*  Elliot,  iL,  151-159.  f  BUiot,  U^  161,  162.  X  EUiot,  IL,  162,  170. 
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Maine,  gave  majorities  against  it.  The  majority  of  Maine  for 
the  constitution  was  in  proportion  greater  than  in  Massadnuetta. 
The  motion  for  ratifying  the  constitution  was  declared  to 
be  in  the  affirmative  by  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  votes 
against  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight*  The  bells  and  artillery 
announced  the  glad  news  to  every  part  of  the  town. 

"With  the  declaration  of  the  vote,  every  symptom  of  per- 
sistent opposition  vanished.  No  person  even  wished  for  a 
protest.  The  convention,  after  di^lving  itself,  partook  of  a 
modest  collation  in  the  senate-chamber,  where,  merging  party 
ideas  in  mutual  congratulations,  they  all  "  smoked  the  calumet 
of  love  and  union.''  "  The  Boston  people,"  wrote  Knox  to 
Livingston,  "have  lost  their  senses  with  joy."t  The  Long 
Lane  by  the  meeting-house,  in  which  the  convention  held  its 
sessions,  took  from  that  time  the  name  of  Federal  street  The 
prevailing  joy  diffused  itself  through  the  commonwealth.  In 
New  York,  at  noon,  men  hoisted  the  pine-tree  flag  with  an 
appropriate  inscription.  Six  states  had  ratified,  and  six  salutes, 
each  of  thirteen  guns,  were  fired. 

The  example  of  Massachusetts  was  held  worthy  of  imita- 
tion. "  A  conditional  ratification  or  a  second  convention,"  so 
wrote  Madison  to  Randolph  in  April,  "appears  to  me  utterly 
irreconcilable  with  the  dictates  of  prudence  and  safety.  Eeo- 
onunendatory  alterations  are  the  only  ground  for  a  coaUtion 
among  the  real  federalists."  ^ 

Jefferson,  while  in  congress  as  the  successor  of  Madison, 
had  led  the  way  zealously  toward  rendering  the  American 
constitution  more  perfect.  "  The  federal  convention,"  so  he 
wrote  to  one  correspondent  on  hearing  who  were  its  members, 
"is  really  an  assembly  of  demigods;"  and  to  another:  "It 
consists  of  the  ablest  men  in  America."  He  hoped  from  it  a 
broader  reformation,  and  saw  with  satisfaction  "  a  general  dis- 
position through  the  states  to  adopt  what  it  should  propose." 
To  Washington  he  soberly  expressed  the  opinions  from  which 
during  his  long  life  he  never  departed :  "  To  make  our  states 
one  as  to  all  foreign  concerns,  preserve  them  several  as  to  all 


• 


Emot,  il,  174-176.  181. 
t  Knox  to  LiTingaton,  18  February  1788. 
t  Madison'a  Works,  i.,  386,  and  compare  376-879. 
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merely  domestic,  to  give  to  the  federal  head  some  peaceable 
mode  of  enforcing  its  just  authority,  to  organize  that  head 
into  legislative,  executive,  and  judiciary  departments,  are  great 
desiderata."  * 

Early  in  November  Jefferson  received  a  copy  of  the  new 
constitution,  and  approved  the  great  mass  of  its  provisions.f 
But  once  he  called  it  a  kite  set  up  to  keep  the  hen-yard  in  or- 
der ;  X  and  with  three  or  four  new  articles  he  would  have  pre- 
served the  venerable  fabric  of  the  old  confederation  as  a  sacred 
relic. 

To  Madison  *  he  explained  himself  in  a  long  and  deliber- 
ate letter.  A  house  of  representatives  elected  directly  by  thd 
people  he  thought  would  be  far  inferior  to  one  chosen  by  the 
state  legislatures ;  but  he  accepted  that  mode  of  election  from 
respect  to  the  fundamental  principle  that  the  people  are  not  to 
be  taxed  but  by  representatives  chosen  immediately  by  them- 
selves. He  was  captivated  by  the  compromise  between  the 
great  and  smaller  states,  and  the  method  of  voting  in  both 
branches  of  the  legislature  by  persons  instead  of  voting  by 
states;  but  he  utterly  condemned  the  omission  of  a  bill  of 
rights,  and  the  abandonment  of  the  principle  of  rotation  in  the 
choice  of  the  president.  In  December  he  declared  himself  "  a 
friend  to  a  very  energetic  government ;"  for  he  held  that  it 
would  be  "  always  oppressive."  He  presumed  that  Virginia 
woirid  reject  the  new  constitution ;  J  for  himself  he  said :  "  It 
is  my  principle  that  the  will  of  the  majority  should  prevail ; 
if  they  approve,  I  shall  cheerfully  concur  in  the  proposed  con- 
stitution, in  hopes  they  will  amend  it  whenever  they  shall  find 
that  it  works  wrong."  ^  In  February  1788  he  wrote  to  Madi- 
son ^  and  at  least  one  more  of  his  correspondents :  "  I  wish 
with  all  my  soul  that  the  nine  first  conventions  may  accept  the 
new  constitution,  to  secure  to  us  the  good  it  contains ;  but  I 
equally  wish  that  the  four  latest,  whichever  they  may  be,  may 
refuse  to  accede  to  it  till  a  declaration  of  rights  be  annexed ; 
but  no  objection  to  the  new  form  must  produce  a  schism  in 

*  Jefferson,  i.,  849,  260,  149,  264,  260,  251. 

f  Jefferson,  i.,  79,  and  ii.,  686.      |  Jefferson,  ii.,  825. 
X  Jefferson,  0.,  819.  ^  Jefferson,  ii.,  832. 

*  Jefferson,  ii.,  828-831.  (  Jefferson  to  Madison,  6  February  1788. 
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our  nnion.''  Tliis  was  the  last  word  from  him  which  reached 
America  in  time  to  have  any  influence.  But  in  May  of  that 
year,  so  soon  as  he  heard  of  the  method  adopted  hy  Massoehih 
setts,  he  declared  that  it  wus  far  preferable  to  his  own,  and 
wished  it  to  be  followed  by  every  state,  especially  hy  Vi^ 
ginia.*  To  Madison  he  wrote  in  July :  "  The  constitution  is 
a  good  canvas  on  which  some  strokes  only  want  retouching."  f 
In  1789  to  a  friend  in  Philadelphia  he  wrote  with  perfect 
truth :  " I  am  not  of  the  party  of  federalists;  but  I  am  much 
further  from  that  of  the  anti-federalists."  :|: 

The  constitution  was  to  John  Adams  more  of  a  surprise 
than  to  Jefferson ;  but  at  once  he  formed  his  unchanging  judg- 
ment, and  in  December  1787  he  wrote  of  it  ofiBcially  to  Jay: 
^^  The  public  mind  cannot  be  occupied  about  a  nobler  object 
than  the  proposed  plan  of  government  It  appears  to  be  ad- 
mirably calculated  to  cement  all  America  in  affection  and  in- 
terest as  one  great  nation.  A  result  of  compromise  cannot 
perfectly  coincide  with  every  one's  ideas  of  perfection;  but, 
as  all  the  great  principles  necessary  to  order,  liberty,  an4  saf^ 
are  respected  in  it,  and  provision  is  made  for  amendments  as 
they  may  be  found  necessary,  I  hope  to  hear  of  its  adoption 
by  all  the  states."  ^ 

•  Jefferson,  ii.,  398,  899, 404.     f  Jefferson,  U.,  446.    t  Jefferson,  ii.,  685, 6S«. 

*  John  Adams*s  Works,  yiii.,  467 ;  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  17S3-1789, 
T.,  866. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

the  constiiution  in  new  hamp8iiire,  maeyland,  and  south 

oasolina. 

Feom  Febeuaby  to  23  May  1788. 

Lanodon,  the  outgoing  chief  magistrate  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  Sullivan,  his  succesaf  al  competitor,  vied  with  each 
other  in  zeal  for  federal  measures ;  but  when,  in  February 
1788,  the  convention  of  the  state  came  together  there  appeared 
to  be  a  small  majority  against  any  change.  In  a  seven  days' 
debate,  Joshua  Atherton  of  Amherst ;  William  Hooper,  the 
minister  of  Marbury ;  Matthias  Stone,  deacon  of  the  church  in 
Claremont ;  Abiel  Parker,  from  Jaffrey,  reproduced  the  ob- 
jections that  had  been  urged  in  the  neighboring  state ;  while 
John  Sullivan,  John  Langdon,  Samuel  lavermore,  Josiah  Bart- 
lett,  and  John  Pickering  explained  and  defended  it  with  con- 
ciliatory moderation.  When  zealots  complained  of  the  want 
of  a  religioufl  test,  Woodbury  Langdon,  lately  president  of 
Harvard  college,  but  now  a  minister  of  the  gospel  at  Hampton 
Falls,  demonstrated  that  religion  is  a  question  between  Qod 
and  man  in  which  no  civil  authoiity  may  interfere.  Dow, 
from  Weare,  spoke  against  the  twenty  years'  suflEeranco  of  the 
foreign  slave-trade;  and  to  the  explanation  of  Langdon  that 
under  the  confederation  the  power  exists  without  limit,  Ather- 
ton answered :  "  It  is  our  full  purpose  to  wash  our  hands  clear 
of  becoming  its  guarantees  even  for  a  term  of  years." 

The  friends  of  the  constitution  won  converts  enough  to 
hold  the  balance ;  but  these  were  fettered  by  instructions  from 
their  towns.  To  give  them  an  opportunity  to  consult  their 
constituents,  the  friends  of  the  constitution  proposed  an  ad- 
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joumment  till  June,  saying,  with  other  reasons,  that  it  would 
be  very  prudent  for  a  small  state  like  New  Hampshire  to  wait 
and  see  what  the  other  states  would  do.  This  was  the  aiga- 
ment  which  had  the  greatest  weight.*  The  place  of  meeting 
was  changed  from  Exeter,  a  stronghold  of  federalism,  to  Con- 
cord ;  and  the  adjournment  was  then  carried  by  a  slender  ma- 
jority.f    . 

The  assembly  of  Maryland,  in  November  1787,  summoned 
its  delegates  to  the  fedend  convention  to  give  them  informa- 
tion of  its  proceedings ;  and  Martin  rehearsed  to  them  and 
published  to  the  world  his  three  days'  arraignment  of  that 
body  for  having  exceeded  its  authority.  He  was  answered  by 
McHenry,  who,  by  a  concise  analysis  of  the  constitution,  drew 
to  himself  the  sympathy  of  his  hearers.  The  legislature  unani- 
mously ordered  a  convention  of  the  people  of  the  state;  it 
copied  the  example  set  by  Virginia  of  leaving  the  door  open 
for  amendments ;  Ij^  and  by  a  majority  of  one  the  day  for  the 
choice  and  the  day  for  the  meeting  of  its  convention  were 
postponed  till  the  next  April. 

The  long  delay  gave  opportunity  for  the  cabalings  of  the 
anti-federalists  of  Virginia.*  Richard  Henry  Lee  was  as  zeal- 
ous as  ever ;  and  Patrick  Henry  disseminated  propositions  for 
a  southern  confederacy ;  [  but  Washington,  who  felt  himself 
at  home  on  the  Maryland  side  of  the  Potomac,  toiled  fearless- 
ly and  faithfully,  with  Madison  at  his  side,  for  the  inmiediate 
and  unconditioned  ratification  of  the  constitution  by  the  South. 

In  the  three  months'  interval  before  the  election,  the  fields 
and  forests  and  towns  of  Maryland  were  alive  with  thought; 
the  merits  of  the  constitution  were  scanned  and  sifted  in  eveiy 
public  meeting  and  at  eveiy  hearth ;  and  on  the  day  in  1783 
for  choosing  delegates,  each  voter,  in  designating  the  candidate 
of  his  preference,  registered  his  own  deliberate  decision.  In 
fifteen  counties,  and  the  cities  of  Baltimore  and  Annapolis, 
there  was  no  diversity  of  sentiment.    Two  counties  only  re- 

♦  Report  in  the  Mass.  Spy,  copied  Into  Ind.  Gazetteer  of  9  April  1788. 
t  Ind.  Gazetteer,  11  March  1788. 

j  Madison  to  Jefferson,  9  December  1787 ;  Madison,  i.,  863,  864. 

*  Letters  to  Washington,  iv.,  196. 

I  This  is  repeatedly  told  of  Henry  by  Carrington.    See  also  Madison,  i^  8W 
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turned  none  but  anti-federalists ;  Harford  county  elected  three 
of  that  party  and  one  trimmer. 

The  day  before  the  convention  was  to  assemble,  Washing- 
ton, guarding  against  the  only  danger  that  remained,  addressed 
a  well-considered  letter  to  Thomas  Johnson:  "An  adjourn- 
ment of  your  convention  will  be  tantamount  to  the  rejection 
of  the  constitution.  It  cannot  be  too  much  deprecated  and 
guarded  against.  Great  use  is  made  of  the  postponement  in 
New  Hampshire,  although  it  has  no  reference  to  the  conven- 
tion of  this  state.  An  event  similar  to  this  in  Maryland  would 
have  the  worst  tendency  imaginable;  for  indecision  there 
would  certainly  have  considerable  influence  upon  South  Caro- 
lina, the  only  other  state  which  is  to  precede  Virginia ;  and  it 
submits  the  question  ahnost  wholly  to  the  determination  of  the 
latter.  The  pride  of  the  state  is  already  touched,  and  will  be 
raised  much  higher  if  there  is  fresh  cause."  * 

The  advice,  which  was  confirmed  by  similar  letters  from 
Madison,  was  communicated  to  several  of  the  members ;  so 
that  the  healing  influence  of  Virginia  proved  greater  than  its 
power  to  wound.  But  the  men  of  Maryland  of  themselves 
knew  their  duty,  and  Washington's  advice  was  but  an  encour- 
agement for  them  to  proceed  in  the  way  which  they  had 
chosen. 

On  Monday,  the  twenty-first  of  April,  a  quorum  of  the 
convention  assembled  at  Annapolis.  The  settlement  of  repre- 
sentation in  the  two  branches  of  the  federal  legislature  was 
pleasing  to  all  the  representatives  of  fifteen  counties,  and  the 
cities  of  Baltimore  and  Annapolis  agreed  with  each  other  per- 
fectly that  the  main  question  had  already  been  decided  by  the 
people  in  their  respective  counties ;  and  that  the  ratification  of 
the  constitution,  the  single  transaction  for  which  they  were 
convened,  ought  to  be  speedily  completed.  Two  days  were 
given  to  the  organization  of  the  house  and  establishing  rules 
for  its  government ;  on  the  third  the  constitution  was  read  a 
first  time,  and  the  motion  for  its  ratification  was  formally  made. 
The  plan  of  a  confederacy  of  slave-holding  states  found  not 

*  Washington  to  Thomas  Johnson,  20  April  1738 ;  T.  Johnson  to  Washing 
ton,  10  October  1788.  Compare  Washington  to  James  McIIennr,  27  April  1788  ; 
to  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  27  April  1788 ;  to  James  Madison,  2  Maj  1788. 
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one  supporter;  not  one  suggested  an  adjournment  for  the  pu^ 
pose  of  consultation  with  Virginia.  The  malcontents  oonM 
embarrass  the  convention  only  by  proposing  pernicious  amend- 
ments. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fourth,  Samuel  Chase  took 
his  seat,  and  at  the  second  reading  of  the  constitution  begin 
from  elaborate  notes  the  fiercest  opposition :  The  powers  to  be 
vested  in  the  new  government  are  deadly  to  the  cause  of  Hbo^, 
and  should  be  amended  before  adoption ;  five  states  can  now 
force  a  concession  of  amendments  which  after  the  national  goT- 
emment  shall  go  into  operation  could  be  carried  only  by  nine.* 
He  spoke  till  he  was  e^diausted,  intending  to  resume  Ids  argu- 
ment on  the  following  day. 

In  the  afternoon,  William  Paca  of  Harford  county,  a 
signer  of  the  declaration  of  independence,  appeared  for  the 
first  time  and  sought  to  steer  between  the  dating  opinions, 
saying :  "  I  have  a  variety  of  objections ;  not  as  conditions,  but 
to  accompany  the  ratification  as  standing  instructions  to  the 
representatives  of  Maryland  in  congress."  To  Johnson  the 
request  seemed  candid;  and  on  his  motion  the  convention 
adjourned  to  the  next  moming.f  The  interval  was  em- 
ployed in  preparing  a  set  of  amendments  to  the  constitution, 
which  were  adapted  to  injure  the  cause  of  federalism  in  Vi^ 
ginia.^ 

On  Friday  morning  a  member  from  each  of  eleven  several 
counties  and  the  two  cities,  one  after  the  other,  declared  "that 
he  and  his  colleagues  were  under  an  obligation  to  vote  for  the 
government ; "  and  almost  all  declared  further  that  they  had 
no  authority  to  propose  amendments  which  their  constituents 
had  never  consider^  and  of  course  could  never  have  directed. 
When  Paca  began  to  read  his  amendments,  he  was  called  to 
order  by  George  Gale  of  Somerset  county,  the  question  before 
the  house  being  still  "  on  the  ratification  of  the  constitution." 
Chase  once  more  "made  a  display  of  all  his  eloquence; 
John  F.  Mercer  discharged  his  whole  "  artillery  of  inflammable 

♦  Notes  of  Chase  on  the  constitution,  MS. ;  and  the  historical  address  of  Alf  x. 
C.  Danson,  Ma  t  Ilanson^s  MS.  narratiTe. 

X  James  McIIcnry  to  Washinp^n,  IS  May  178S. 
«  Alox.  C.  Hanson.    M3.    Elliot,  U.,  648. 
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matter;**  and  Martin  rioted  in  boisterous  "vehemence;"  "but 
no  converts  were  made ;  no,  not  one."  * 

The  friends  to  the  federal  government  "  remained  inflexibly 
silent."  The  malcontents  having  tired  themselves  out,  be- 
tween two  and  three  o'clock  on  Saturday,  the  twentynsixth,  the 
constitution  was  ratified  by  sixty-three  votes  against  eleven, 
Paca  voting  with  the  majority.  Proud  of  its  great  majority 
of  nearly  six  to  one,  the  convention  fixed  Monday,  at  three 
o'clock,  for  the  time  when  they  would  all  set  their  names  to 
the  instrument  of  ratification. 

Paca  then  brought  forward  his  numerous  amendments,  say- 
ing that  with  them  his  constituents  would  receive  the  consti- 
tution, without  them  would  oppose  it  even  with  arms.t  After 
a  short  but  perplexed  debate  he  was  indulged  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  of  thirteen,  of  which  he  himself  was  the 
chairman;  but  they  had  power  only  to  recommend  amend- 
ments to  the  consideration  of  the  people  of  Maryland.  The 
majority  of  the  committee  readily  acceded  to  thirteen  resolu- 
tions, explaining  the  constitution  according  to  the  construction 
of  its  friends,  and  restraining  congress  from  exercising  power 
not  expressly  delated.  The  minority  demanded  more ;  the 
committee  fell  into  a  wrangle ;  the  convention  on  Monday  sent 
a  summons  for  them ;  and  Paca,  taking  the  side  of  the  minori- 
ty, would  make  no  report  Thereupon  the  convention  dis- 
solved itself  by  a  great  majority. 

The  accession  of  Maryland  to  the  new  union  by  a  vote  of 
nearly  six  to  one  brought  to  the  constitution  the  majority  of 
the  thirteen  United  States,  and  a  great  majority  of  their  free 
inhabitants.  The  state  which  was  cradled  in  religious  liberty 
gained  the  undisputed  victory  over  the  first  velleity  of  the 
slave-holding  states  to  form  a  separate  confederacy.  "  It  is  a 
thorn  in  the  sides  of  the  leaders  of  opposition  in  this  state  I" 
wrote  Washington  to  Madison.  X  "  Seven  aflBrmative  without 
a  negative  would  almost  convert  the  unerring  sister.  The 
fiat  of  your  convention  will  most  assuredly  raise  the  edifice,"  * 
were  his  words  to  Jenifer  of  Maryland. 

*  Washington  to  Madison,  2  May  1788.  fllanson.    MB. 
t  Washington  to  Madison,  2  May  1788. 

*  Washington  to  Darnel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  27  April  1788. 
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In  his  hours  of  meditation  he  saw  the  movement  of  the  di- 
vine power  which  gives  unity  to  the  universe,  and  order  and 
connection  to  events :  "  It  is  impracticable  for  any  one  who 
has  not  been  on  the  spot  to  realize  the  change  in  men's  minds, 
and  the  progress  toward  rectitude  in  thinking  and  acting. 

"The  plot  thickens  fast.  A  few  short  weeks  will  d^er- 
mine  the  political  fate  of  America  for  the  present  generation, 
and  probably  produce  no  small  influence  on  the  happiness  of 
society  through  a  long  succession  of  ages  to  come.  Should 
everything  proceed  with  harmony  and  consent  according  to 
our  actual  wishes  and  expectations,  it  will  be  so  much  beyond 
anything  we  had  a  right  to  imagine  or  expect  eighteen  months 
ago  that  it  will,  as  visibly  as  any  possible  event  in  the  course 
of  human  affairs,  demonstrate  the  finger  of  Providence."  * 

In  South  Carolina  the  new  constitution  awakened  fears  of 
oppressive  navigation  acts  and  of  disturbance  in  the  ownership 
of  slaves.  The  inhabitants  of  the  upper  country,  who  suffered 
from  the  undue  legislative  power  of  the  city  of  Charleston 
and  the  lower  counties,  foreboded  new  inequalities  from  a 
consolidation  of  the  union.  A  part  of  the  low  country,  still 
suffering  from  the  war,  had  shared  the  rage  for  instalment 
laws,  paper  money,  and  payment  of  debts  by  appraised  prop- 
erty ;  and  to  all  these  the  new  constitution  made  an  end. 

The  opposition  from  Virginia  t  intrigued  for  a  southern 
confederacy,  while  Madison,  in  entire  unison  with  Washiog- 
ton,  wrote  to  his  friends  in  behalf  of  union.:]:  They  boA 
knew  that  there  was  to  be  resistance  to  the  constitution,  wi4 
Eawlins  Lowndes  for  its  spokesman  ;  and  as  he  could  by  no 
possibility  be  elected  itito  the  convention,  the  chief  scene  of 
the  opposition  could  only  be  the  legislature.* 

In  January  1788  the  senate  tmanimously  voted  thMiks  to 
the  members  from  their  state  in  the  federal  convention  for 
their  faithfulness.  On  the  sixteenth,  in  the  committee  of  the 
whole  house  of  representatives,  Charles  Pinckney  gave  a  his- 

*  Washington  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  28  May  1788. 
t  Jefferson  to  Shippen,  14  July  1788.     "  Mr.  Henry  disseminated  propositioM 
there  for  a  southern  confederacy.** 

t  Madison  to  Washington,  10  April  1788.    Works,  i.,  S84,  385. 
»  Madison, !.,  882  ;  EUiot,  iv.,  274. 
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tory  *  of  the  formation  and  the  character  of  "  the  federal  re- 
public;" which  was  to  operate  upon  the  people  and  not  upon 
the  states.  At  once  Lowndes  f  objected  that  the  interests  of 
South  Carolina  were  endangered  by  the  clause  in  the  constitu- 
tion according  to  which  a  treaty  to  be  made  by  two  thirds  of 
the  senate,  and  a  president  who  was  not  likely  ever  to  be  chosen 
from  South  Carolina  or  Georgia,  would  be  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land.  Cotesworth  Pinckney  condemned  the  reasoning  as 
disingenuous.  "Every  treaty,"  said  John  Eutledge,  "is  law 
paramount  and  must  operate,"  not  less  under  the  confederation 
than  imder  the  constitution.  J  "If  treaties  are  not  superior  to 
local  laws,"  asked  Ramsay,  "who  will  trust  them?"  Lowndes 
proceeded,  saying  of  the  confederation :  "  We  are  now  under 
a  most  excellent  constitution — a  blessing  from  heaven,  that 
has  stood  the  test  of  time,  and  given  us  liberty  and  independ- 
ence; yet  we  are  impatient  to  pull  down  that  fabric  which  we 
raised  at  the  expense  of  our  blood."  *  Now,  Eawlins  Lowndes 
had  pertinaciously  resisted  the  declaration  of  independence ;  and 
when,  in  1778,  South  Carolina  had  made  him  her  governor,  had 
in  her  reverses  sought  British  protection.  He  proceeded: 
"  When  this  new  constitution  shall  be  adopted,  the  sun  of  the 
southern  states  will  set,  never  to  rise  again.  What  cause  is 
there  for  jealousy  of  our  importing  negroes  ?  Why  confine  us 
to  twenty  years  ?  Why  limit  us  at  all  ?  This  trade  can  be 
justified  on  the  principles  of  religion  and  humanity.  They 
do  not  like  our  slaves  because  they  have  none  themselves,  and, 
therefore,  want  to  exclude  us  from  this  great  advantage."  [ 

"  Every  state,"  interposed  Pendleton,  "  has  prohibited  the 
importation  of  negroes  except  Georgia  and  the  two  Carolinas." 

Lowndes  continued:  "Without  negroes  this  state  would 
degenerate  into  one  of  the  most  contemptible  in  the  union. 
Negroes  are  our  wealth,  our  only  natural  resource;  yet  our 
kind  friends  in  the  North  are  determined  soon  to  tie  up  our 
hands  and  drain  us  of  what  we  have." 

"  Against  the  restrictions  that  might  be  laid  on  the  African 
trade  after  the  year  1808,"  said  Cotesworth  Pinckney  on  the 

♦  Elliot,  iv.,  268-268.  t  Elliot,  ir.,  267,  268. 

t  Elliot,  iv.,  265,  266.  «  Elliot,  iv.,  270-272. 

I  Elliot,  iT.,  272. 
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seyenteenth,  ^'  your  delegates  had  to  contend  with  the  religioat 
and  political  prejndioes  of  the  eastern  and  middle  states,  and 
with  the  interested  and  inconsistent  opinion  of  Yii^'nia.  It 
was  alleged  that  slayes  increase  the  weakness  of  any  state 
which  admits  them ;  that  an  invading  enemy  could  easily  turn 
them  against  ourselves  and  the  neighboring  states ;  and  that, 
as  we  are  allowed  a  representation  for  them,  our  influence  in 
government  would  be  increased  in  proportion  as  we  were  lees 
able  to  defend  ourselves.  *  Show  some  period,'  said  the  mem- 
bers from  the  eastern  states,  *  when  it  may  be  in  our  pow» 
to  put  a  stop,  if  we  please,  to  the  importation  of  this  weaJmesB, 
and  we  will  endeavor,  for  your  convenience,  to  restrain  the  re- 
ligious and  political  prejudices  of  our  people  on  this  snbjeci' 
The  middle  states  and  Virginia  made  us  no  such  propoation; 
they  were  for  an  immediate  and  total  prohibition.  A  cant 
mittce  of  the  states  was  appointed  in  order  to  accommodate 
this  matter,  and,  after  a  great  deal  of  difficulty,  it  was  settled 
on  the  footing  recited  in  the  constitution. 

"  By  this  settlement  we  have  secured  an  unlimited  impc»^ 
tation  of  negroes  for  twenty  years.  The  general  government 
can  never  emancipate  them,  for  no  such  authority  is  granted, 
and  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  general  government 
has  no  powers  but  what  are  expressly  granted  by  the  consti- 
tution. "We  have  obtained  a  right  to  recover  our  slaves  in 
whatever  part  of  America  they  may  take  refuge,  which  is  a 
right  we  had  not  before.  In  short,  considering  all  circran- 
stances,  we  have  made  the  best  terms  in  our  power  for  tlw 
security  of  this  species  of  property.  We  would  have  made 
better  if  we  could ;  but,  on  the  whole,  I  do  not  think  them 
bad."* 

"Six  of  the  seven  eastern  states,'*  continued  Lowndes, 
"  form  a  majority  in  the  house  of  representatives.  Their  inte^ 
est  will  so  predominate  as  to  divest  us  of  any  pretensions  to 
the  title  of  a  republic.  They  draw  their  subsistence,  in  a  great 
measure,  from  their  shipping ;  the  regulation  of  our  commerce 
throws  into  their  hands  the  carrying  trade  under  payment  of 
whatever  freightage  they  think  proper  to  impose.  Why 
should  the  southern  states  allow  this  without  the  consent  of 

♦ElUot,  It.,  277-286. 
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nine  states }    If  at  any  fature  period  we  should  remonstrate^ 
^  mind  your  business '  wiU  be  the  style  of  language  held  out 
toward  the  southern  states."     "The  fears  that  the  northern 
interests  will  prevail  at  all  times,"  said  Edward  Eutledge,  "  are  ' 
ill-founded.    Carry  your  views  into  futurity.    Several  of  the' 
northern  states  are  already  full  of  people;  the  migrations  tO' 
the  South  are  immense ;  in  a  few  years  we  shall  lise  high  inl . 
our  representation,  while  other  states  will  keep  their  present] 
position."  * 

The  argument  of  Lowndes  rested  on  the  idea  that  the 
southern  states  are  weak.  "  We  are  weak,"  answered  Cotes- 
worth  Pinckney ;  "  by  ourselves  we  cannot  form  a  union  strong 
enough  for  the  purpose  of  effectually  protecting  each  other. 
Without  union  with  the  other  states.  South  Carolina  must  soon 
falL  Is  there  any  one  among  us  so  much  a  Quixote  as  to  sup- 
pose that  this  state  could  long  maintain  her  independence  if 
she  stood  alone,  or  was  only  connected  with  the  southern  states  I 
I  scarcely  believe  there  is.  As,  from  the  nature  of  our  climate 
and  the  fewness  of  our  inhabitants,  we  are  undoubtedly  weak) 
should  we  not  endeavor  to  form  a  close  union  with  the  eastern 
states,  who  are  strong  ?  We  certainly  ought  to  endeavor  to 
increase  that  species  of  strength  which  will  render  them  of 
most  service  to  us  both  in  peace  and  war.  I  mean  their  navy. 
Justice  to  them  and  himianity,  interest  and  policy,  concur  in 
prevailing  upon  us  to  submit  the  regulation  of  commerce  to 
the  general  govemmentf 

Lowndes  renewed  his  eulogy  on  the  old  confederation. 
"  The  men  who  signed  it  were  eminent  for  patriotism  and  vir- 
tue ;  and  their  wisdom  and  prudence  particularly  appear  in 
their  care  sacredly  to  guarantee  the  sovereignty  of  each  state. 
The  treaty  of  peace  expressly  agreed  to  acknowledge  us  free, 
sovereign,  and  independent  states ;  but  this  new  constitution, 
being  sovereign  over  all,  sweeps  those  privileges  away."  $ 

Cotesworth  Rnckney  answered :  "  We  were  independent 
before  the  treaty,  which  does  not  grant,  but  acknowledges  our 
independence.  We  ought  to  date  that  blessing  from  an  older 
charter  than  the  treaty  of  peace;  from  a  charter  which  our 

♦  BlUot,  It.,  272,  274,  276,  277,  288. 
t  EUiot,  i%  288,  284.  f  EUiot,  It.,  287. 
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babes  shoald  be  tanght  to  lisp  in  their  cradles ;  which  onr  jouA 
should  learn  as  a  carmen  necesaarium^ an  indispeDsable  lesson; 
which  our  young  men  should  regard  as  their  compact  of  free- 
dom; and  which  our  old  shoidd  repeat  with  ejaculations  of 
gratitude  for  the  bounties  it  is  about  to  bestow  on  their  pos- 
terity. I  mean  the  declaration  of  independence,  made  in  con- 
gress the  4th  of  July  1776.  This  manifesto,  which  for  impor- 
tance of  matter  and  elegance  of  composition  stands  unriyalled, 
confutes  the  doctrine  of  the  individual  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  several  states.  The  separate  independence  and 
individual  sovereignty  of  the  several  states  were  never  thought 
of  by  the  enlightened  band  of  patriots  who  framed  this  declsr 
ration.  Tlie  several  states  are  not  even  mentioned  by  name  m 
any  part  of  it ;  as  if  to  impress  on  America  that  our  freed<Hn 
and  independence  arose  from  our  union,  and  that  without  it 
we  could  neither  be  free  nor  independent  Let  us,  then,  con- 
sider all  attempts  to  weaken  this  union  by  maintaining  that 
each  state  is  separately  and  individually  independent,  as  a  spe- 
cies of  political  heresy  which  can  never  benefit  us,  but  may 
bring  on  us  the  most  serious  distresses."  * 

Lowndes  sought  to  rally  to  his  side  the  friends  of  paper 
money,  and  asked  triumphantly:  "What  harm  has  paper 
money  done  ? "  "  What  harm  ? "  retorted  Cotesworth  Knck- 
ney.  "  Beyond  losses  by  depreciation,  paper  money  has  co^ 
rupted  the  morals  of  the  people ;  has  diverted  them  from  the 
paths  of  honest  industry  to  the  ways  of  ruinous  speculation; 
has  destroyed  both  public  and  private  credit ;  and  has  brought 
total  ruin  on  numberless  widows  and  orphans."  t 

James  Lincoln  of  Ninety-eix  pressed  the  objection  that 
the  constitution  contained  no  bill  of  rights.  Cotesworth  Pinck- 
ney  answered :  "  Bj  delegating  express  powers,  we  certainly 
reserve  to  ourselves  every  power  and  right  not  mentioned  in 
the  constitution.  Another  reason  weighed  particularly  with 
the  members  from  this  state.  Bills  of  rights  generally  begin 
with  declaring  that  all  men  are  by  nature  bom  free.  Now,  we 
should  make  that  declaration  with  a  very  bad  grace  when  a 
large  part  of  our  property  consists  in  men  who  are  actually 
bom  slaves."  X 

♦  ElUot,  iv^  801,  802.  f  BlUot,  iv.,  806.  %  BUiot,  ir.,  815, 816. 
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Lowndes,  following  the  lead  of  the  opposition  of  Virginia, 
had  recommended  another  convention  in  which  every  objection 
could  be  met  on  fair  gionnds,  and  adequate  remedies  applied.* 
The  proposal  found  no  acceptance ;  but  he  persevered  in  cavil- 
ling and  objecting.  At  last  John  Butledge  impatiently  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  Lowndes  would  find  a  seat  in  the  coming 
convention,  and  pledged  himself  there  to  prove  that  all  those 
grounds  on  which  he  dwelt  amounted  to  no  more  than  mere 
declamation ;  that  his  boasted  confederation  was  not  worth  a 
farthing ;  that  if  such  instruments  were  piled  up  to  his  chin 
they  would  not  shield  him  from  one  single  national  calamity ; 
that  the  sun  of  this  state,  so  far  from  being  obscured  by  the  new 
constitution,  would,  when  united  with  twelve  other  suns,  aston- 
ish the  world  by  its  lustre."  f 

The  resolution  for  a  convention  to  consider  the  constitution 
was  unanimously  adopted.  Li  the  rivalry  between  Charleston 
and  Columbia  as  its  place  of  meeting,  Charleston  carried  the 
day  by  a  majority  of  one  vote.  J 

The  purest  spirit  of  patriotism  and  union  and  veneration 
for  the  men  of  the  revolution  pervaded  South  Carolina  at  the 
time  of  her  choice  of  delegates.  Foremost  among  them  were 
the  venerable  Christopher  Ghtdsden  and  John  Rutledge,  Moul- 
trie and  Motte,  William  Washington,  Edward  Eutledge,  the 
three  Pinckneys,  Grimk6,  aod  Ramsay;  the  chancellor  and 
the  leading  judges  of  the  state ;  men  chiefly  of  English,  Scotch, 
Scotch-Li^,  and  Huguenot  descent ;  a  thorough  representation 
of  the  best  elements  and  culture  of  South  Carolina. 

The  convention  organized  itself  on  the  thirteenth  of  May, 
with  Thomas  Pinckney,  then  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  as 
president.  The  ablest  man  in  the  opposition  was  Edanus 
Burke ;  but  the  leader  in  support  of  the  Virginia  malcontents 
was  Sumter.  A  week's  quiet  consideration  of  the  constitu- 
tion by  paragraphs  showed  the  disposition  of  the  convention, 
when  on  the  twenty-first  Sumter,  as  a  last  effort  of  those  who 
wished  to  act  with  Virginia,  made  a  motion  for  an  adjourn- 
ment for  five  months,  to  give  time  for  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  federal  convention.  A  few  gave  way  to  the  hope 
of  conciliating  by  moderation;  but  after  debate  the  motion 

♦  EUlot,  IT.,  290.  t  EUiot,  IT.,  812.  J  ElUot,  ir.,  816,  817. 
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received  only  eighty-nine  votes  against  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five.  Three  or  four  amendments  were  recommended;  and 
then,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  twenty-third,  the 
constitution  was  ratified  by  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  votes 
against  seventy-three — ^more  than  two  to  one.^  As  the  coimt 
was  declared,  the  dense  crowd  in  attendance,  carried  away  by 
a  wild  transport  of  joy,  shook  the  air  with  their  cheers. 

When  order  was  restored,  the  aged  Christopher  Gadsden 
said :  ^^  I  can  have  but  little  expectation  of  seeing  the  happy 
eflfects  that  will  result  to  my  country  from  the  wise  decisions  of 
this  day,  but  I  shall  say  with  good  old  Simeon :  Lord,  now 
lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes  hive 
seen  the  salvation  of  my  country."  f 

The  delegates  of  South  Carolina  to  the  federal  convention 
received  a  vote  of  thanks.  Those  in  the  opposition  promised 
as  good  citizens  to  accept  the  result  In  1765  South  Carolina 
was  one  of  the  nine  states  to  meet  in  convention  for  resistance 
to  the  stamp-act ;  and  now  she  was  the  eighth  state  of  the  nine 
required  for  the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 

When  the  astonishing  tidings  reached  New  Hampshire,  her 
people  grew  restless  to  be  the  state  yet  needed  to  assure  the 
new  bond  of  union ;  but  for  that  palm  she  must  ran  a  race 
with  Virginia. 

*  ElUot,  iv.,  818,  888-840.  f  ^eiin.  Packet,  14  June  1788. 
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CHAPTEE  V. 

THE  00N8T1TUT10N  IN  VIRGINIA  AND  IN  NEW  HAHFSHIBE. 

From  May  1785  to  25  Junb  1788. 

From  Virginia  proceeded  the  southern  opposition  to  the 
consolidation  of  the  nnion.  A  strife  in  congress,  in  which  the 
North  was  too  much  in  the  wrong  to  succeed,  united  the  five 
southernmost  states  together  in  a  struggle  which  endangered 
the  constitution. 

In  May  1785,  Diego  Qurdoqui  arrived,  charged  with  the 
afi&drs  of  Spain,  and  seemingly  empowered  to  fix  the  respect- 
ive limits  and  adjust  other  points*  between  two  countries 
which  bordered  on  each  other  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  head- 
spring of  the  Mississippi.  On  the  twentieth  of  July  1785 
congress  invested  Secretary  Jay  with  full  powers  to  negotiate 
with  Qardoquijt  instructing  him,  however,  previous  to  his 
making  or  agreeing  to  any  proposition,  to  communicate  it  to 
congress.  The  commission  was  executed,  and  negotiations  im- 
mediately began.  Jay  held  the  friendship  of  Spain  most  de- 
sirable as  a  neighbor ;  as  a  force  that  could  protect  the  United 
States  from  the  piracies  of  the  Barbary  powers  and  conciliate 
the  good-will  of  Portugal  and  Italy  ;  as  a  restraint  on  the  in- 
fluence of  France  and  of  Great  Britain ;  and  as  the  ruler  of 
dominions  of  which  the  trade  offered  tempting  advantages. 
He  therefore  proposed  that  the  United  States,  as  the  price  of  a 
treaty  of  reciprocity  in  commerce,  should  forego  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi  for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years. 

On  the  third  of  August  1786,  Jay  appeared  before  congress 

*  Diplomatic  Correspondenoe,  vi.,  81-97.    Secret  Journals,  lii.,  669,  570. 
t  Secret  JoutiiaIb,  ill.,  668-670. 
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and  read  an  elaborate  paper,  in  which  he  endeavored  to  prove 

that  the  experiment  was  worth  trjing.*    The  proposal  sacrificed 

\  a  vitally  important  right  of  one  part  of  the  union  to  a  commer- 

|cial  interest  of  another;  yet  the  instruction  which  made  the 

I  right  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  an  ultimatam  in 

Ej  treaty  with  Spain  was,  after  three  weeks*  reflection,  re- 
ded by  a  vote  of  seven  northern  states  against  Marjland 
d  all  south  of  it. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  August,  Secretary  Jay  was  enjoined 
in  his  plan  of  a  treaty  with  the  king  of  Spain  to  stipulate  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  their  territorial  bounds,  and  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  from  its  source  to  the  ocean 
as  established  in  their  treaties  with  Great  Britain ;  and  neither 
to  conclude  nor  to  sign  any  treaty  with  the  Spanish  agent  untfl 
he  should  have  communicated  it  to  congress  and  received  their 
approbation.! 

The  members  of  the  southern    states  were  profoundly 
alarmed.    On  the  twenty-eighth  Charles  Pinckney,  supported 
by  Carrington,  in  their  distrust  of  Jay,  sought  to  transfer  the 
I  negotiation  to  Madrid ;  but  in  vain.    The  delegates  of  Vi^ 
I  ginia,  Grayson  at  their  head,  strove  to  separate  the  comme^ 
cial  questions  from  those  on  boundaries  and  navigation.    '^  The 
surrender  or  proposed  forbearance  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi,"  they  said,  "  is  inadmissible  upon  the  principle  of 
the  right,  and  upon  the  highest  principles  of  national  ex- 
pedience.   In  the  present  state  of  the  powers  of  congress,  eveiy 
wise  statesman  should  pursue  a  system  of  conduct  to  gain  the 
confidence  of  the  several  states  in  the  federal  council,  and 
thereby  an  extension  of  its  powers.    This  act  is  a  dismembe^ 
ment  of  the  government.    Can  the  United  States  then  dismem- 
ber the  government  by  a  treaty  of  commerce?    But  Jay, 
supported  by  the  North,  persisted.  $ 

Monroe  still  loyally  retained  his  desire  that  the  r^ulation 

of  commerce  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States,  and 

his  opinion  that  without  that  power  the  union  would  infallibly 

,  tumble  to  pieces ;  but  now  he  looked  about  him  for  means  to 

'  strengthen  the  position  of  his  own  section  of  the  country ;  and 

*  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  tL,  177.  f  Secret  Joamals,  iil,  536. 

X  Secret  Jonmals,  iv.,  87-110. 
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to  Madison  on  the  third  of  September  he  wrote :  ^^  I  earnestly  I 
wish  the  admission  of  a  few  additional  states  into  the  confed-1 
eracy  in  the  southern  scale."  *  "  There  is  danger,"  reported*  j 
Otto  to  YergenneSyf  ^^that  the  discussion  may  become  the 
germ  of  a  separation  of  the  southern  states."  Murmurs  aroso 
that  plans  were  forming  in  New  York  for  dismembering  the 
confederacy  and  throwing  New  York  and  New  England  into 
one  government,  with  the  addition,  if  possible,  of  New  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania.  ^'  Even  shoidd  the  measure  triumph  under 
the  patronage  of  nine  states  or  even  the  whole  thirteen,"  wrote 
Madison  in  October,  ^4t  is  not  expedient  because  it  is  not 
just."$  The  next  legislature  of  Virginia  unanimously  re- 
solved ^^  that  nature  had  given  the  Mississippi  to  the  United 
States,  that  the  sacrifice  of  it  would  violate  justice,  contravene 
the  end  of  the  federal  government,  and  destroy  confidence  in 
the  federal  councils  necessary  to  a  proper  enlargement  of  their 
authority." 

The  plan  could  not  succeed,  for  it  never  had  the  consent 
of  Spain ;  and  if  it  should  be  formed  into  a  treaty,  the  treaty 
could  never  obtain  votes  enough  for  its  ratification.  In  the 
new  congress.  New  Jersey  left  the  North ;  Pennsylvania,  of 
which  a  large  part  lay  in  iJie  Mississippi  valley,  became  equally 
divided;  and  Ehode  Island  began  to  doubt  But  already 
many  of  Virginia's  "most  federal"  statesmen  were  eictremely 
disturbed ;  Patrick  Henry,  who  had  hitherto  been  the  cham- 
pion of  the  federal  cause,  refused  to  attend  the  federal  conven-  , 
tion  that  ho  might  remain  free  to  combat  its  result ;  and  an 
uncontrollable  spirit  of  distrust  drove  Kentucky  to  listen  to 
Bichard  Henry  Lee,  and  imperilled  the  new  constitution. 

The  people  of  Virginia,  whose  undisputed  territory  had 
ample  harbors  convenient  to  the  oceaA,  and  no  w^tem  limit 
but  the  Mississippi,  had  never  aspired  to  form  a  separate  re- 
public They  had  deliberately  surrendered  their  daim  to  the 
north-west  territory ;  and  true  to  the  idea  that  a  state  should 
not  be  too  large  for  the  convenience  of  home  rule,  they  sec- 
onded the  desire  of  Kentucky  to  become  a  commonwealth  by 
itself.     The  opinion  of  Washington  that  the  constitution  would 

*  Monroe  to  MadiBon,  8  September  1786. 

t  Otto  to  Vergeimee,  10  September  1786.  t  MadiaoD,  i.,  260. 
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be  adopted  by  Virginia  was  not  shaken.*  Relieved  from  anx- 
iety at  home,  lie  found  time  to  watch  the  gathering  cloudB  of 
revolution  in  Europe,  and  shaped  in  his  own  mind  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  republic.  His  conclusions,  which  on  New  TeaPs 
day  1788  he  confided  to  JeSerson,  his  future  adviser  on  the 
foreign  relations  of  the  country,  were  in  substance  precisely  as 
follows :  The  American  revolution  has  spread  through  Eim)pe 
a.  better  knowledge  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  the  privil^es  of 
the  people,  and  the  principles  of  liberty  than  has  existed  in 
any  former  period ;  a  war  in  that  quarter  is  likely  to  be  kin- 
dled, especially  between  France  and  England ;  in  the  imp^- 
ing  struggle  an  energetic  general  government  most  prevent 
the  several  states  from  involving  themselves  in  the  poUtical 
disputes  of  the  European  powers.  The  situation  of  the  United 
States  is  such  as  makes  it  not  only  unnecessary  but  extremely 
imprudent  for  them  to  take  part  in  foreign  quarrels.  Let 
them  wisely  and  properly  miprove  the  advantages  which  na- 
ture has  given  them,  and  conduct  themselves  with  circmn- 
spection.  By  that  policy,  and  by  giving  security  to  property 
and  liberty,  they  will  become  the  asylum  of  the  peaceful,  the 
industrious,  and  the  wealthy  from  all  parts  of  the  civilized 
world.t 

Nor  did  Washington  cease  his  vigilant  activity  to  confirm 
Virginia  in  federal  opinions.  Especially  to  Edmund  Kan- 
dolph,  then  governor  of  Virginia  and  in  the  height  of  his  pop- 
ularity, he  addressed  himself  J  with  convincing  earnestness, 
and  yet  with  a  delicacy  that  seemed  to  leave  the  mind  of  Ean- 
dolph  to  its  own  workings. 

Madison,  likewise,  kept  up  with  Randolph  a  most  friendly 
and  persuasive  correspondence.  As  a  natural  consequence, 
the  governor,  who  began  to  see  the  impossibility  of  obtaining 
amendments  without  endangering  the  success  of  the  constitu- 
tion, soon  planted  himself  among  its  defenders;  while  Monroe, 
leaving  his  inconsistency  unexplained,  was  drawn  toward  the 
adversaries  of  Madison. 

♦  Washington  to  Lafayette,  10  Januaiy  1788. 

t  Washinjrton  to  Jeflfereon,  1  January  1788.    Compare  Washington  to  Knox, 
10  January  1788.    MS. 

t  Washington  to  Edmund  Randolph,  8  January  1788.    Sparks,  iz.,  297. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1788,  THE  CONSTITUTION  IN  VIRGINIA,  4:26 

The  example  of  Massaclmsetts  had  great  influence  by  its 
recommendation  of  amendments ;  and  still  more  by  the  avowed 
determination  of  the  defeated  party  honestly  to  support  the 
decision  of  the  majority.  But  while  the  more  moderate  of  the 
malcontents  ^^  appeared  to  be  preparing  for  a  decent  sub* 
mission,"  and  even  Bichard  Henry  Lee  set  bounds  to  his  op- 
position,* the  language  of  Henry  was :  "  The  other  states  can- 
not do  without  Virginia,  and  we  can  dictate  to  them  what 
terms  we  please."  "  His  plans  extended  contingently  even  to 
foreign  alliances."  f 

The  report  from  the  federal  convention  agitated  the  people 
more  than  any  subject  since  the  first  days  of  the  revolution, 
and  with  a  greater  division  of  opinion.  J  It  was  remarked  that 
while  in  the  seven  northern  states  the  principal  officers  of  gov- 
ernment and  largest  holders  of  property,  the  judges  and  law- 
yers, the  clergy  and  men  of  letters,  were  ahnost  without  ex- 
ception devoted  to  the  constitution,  in  Virginia  the  bar  and 
the  men  of  the  most  culture  and  property  were  divided.  In 
Virginia,  too,  where  the  mass  of  the  people,  though  accus- 
tomed to  be  guided  by  their  favorite  statesmen  on  all  new  and 
intricate  questions,  now,  on  a  question  which  surpassed  all 
others  in  novelty  and  intricacy,  broke  away  from  their  lead 
and  followed  a  mysterious  and  prophetic  influence  which  rose 
from  the  heart.  The  phenomenon  was  the  more  wonderful, 
as  all  the  adversaries  of  the  new  constitution  justified  their  op- 
position on  the  ground  of  danger  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.* 
And  over  all  discussions,  in  private  or  in  public,  there  hovered 
the  idea  that  Washington  was  to  lead  the  country  safely  along 
the  untrodden  path. 

In  the  time  preceding  the  election  the  men  of  Kentucky  > 
were  made  to  fear  the  surrender  of  the  Mississippi  by  thej 
federal  government ;  and  the  Baptists,  the  reunion  of  church  ( 
and  state.  |    The  election  of  Madison  to  the  convention  was' 

*  Compare  Cyrus  Oriffin  to  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  15  February  1Y88. 
f  Carrington  to  Madison,  18  January  1788. 

X  Monroe  to  Madison,  18  October  1787. 

*  Madison,  i.,  865,  866. 

I  James  Madison,  Sr.,  to  his  son,  80  January  178^ ;  Semple^s  Baptists  in 
Virginia,  76,  77. 
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held  to  be  indispensable.*  ^'  Ue  will  be  the  main  pillar  of  the 
constitution,"  thought  Jefferson ;  ^^but  though  an  immenselj 
powerful  one,  it  is  questionable  whether  he  can  bear  the  wei^ 
of  such  a  host"  f  But  the  plan  for  a  southern  confederacy 
was  crushed  bj  the  fidelity  of  South  Carolina ;  and  Washing- 
ton, who  had  foreseen  the  issue,  cheered  Madison  on  with  good 
words :  ^^  Eight  affirmatives  without  a  negative  cany  wei^ 
of  argument  if  not  eloquence  with  it  that  would  cause  even 
*  tlie  unerring  sister '  to  hesitate."  J 

On  the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  convention  a 
quorum  was  present  in  Kichmond.  It  was  auspicious  that  Ed- 
mund Pendleton,  the  chancellor,  was  unanimously  chosen  its 
president.  The  building  which  would  hold  the  most  hstenen 
was  made  the  place  of  meeting,  but  Henry  was  alarmed  at  the 
presence  of  short-hand  reporters  from  the  Philadelphia  press, 
as  he  wished  "  to  speak  the  language  of  his  soul "  *  without  the 
reserve  of  circumspection.  During  the  period  of  the  confeden^ 
tion,  which  had  existed  but  little  more  than  seven  years,  it  had 
become  known  that  slavery  and  its  industrial  results  divided 
the  South  from  the  North ;  and  this  conviction  exercised  a  sub- 
tle influence. 

George  Mason,  following  the  advice  of  Richard  Heniy 
Lee,  I  and  the  precedent  of  Massachusetts,  proposed  that  no 
question  relating  to  the  constitution  should  be  propounded 
until  it  should  have  been  discussed  clause  by  clause ;  and  this 
was  acquiesced  in  unanimously.  The  debates  which  ensaed 
cannot  be  followed  in  the  order  of  time,  for  Heniy  broke 
through  every  rule ;  but  an  outline  must  be  given  of  those 
which  foreshadowed  the  future. 

Patrick  Henry  dashed  instantly  into  the  battle,  saying: 
"  The  constitution  is  a  severance  of  the  confederacy.  Its  lan- 
guage, *  Wb  the  people,*  is  the  institution  of  one  great  con- 
solidated national  government  of  the  people  of  all  the  states,  in- 
stead of  a  government  by  compact  with  the  states  for  its  agents. 
The  people  gave  the  convention  no  power  to  use  their  name."^ 

♦  Washington  in  Rives,  ii.,  547. 

t  Jeflfcpson,  Randolph's  ed.,  ii.,  270;  in  Rives,  ii.,  558. 

X  Washington  to  Madison,  2  May  1788.  *  Pcnn.  Padcet,  12  June  178& 

I  R.  H.  Lee  to  O.  Mason,  7  Hay  1788.    Life  of  R.  H.  L.,  iL,  89. 

^  ElUot,  iii.,  21-28. 
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"  The  question,"  said  Eandolph,  "  is  now  between  nnion 
and  no  union,  and  I  would  sooner  lop  ofiE  my  right  arm  than 
consent  to  a  dissolution  of  the  union."*  "It  is  a  national 
goyemment,"  said  George  Mason,  losing  his  self-control  and 
becoming  inconsistent  "  It  is  ascertained  by  history  that  there 
never  was  one  government  ever  a  very  extensive  country 
without  destroying  the  liberties  of  the  people.  The  power  of 
laying  direct  taxes  changes  the  confederation.  The  general 
government  being  paramount  and  more  powerful,  the  state 
governments  must  give  way  to  it ;  and  a  general  consolidated 
government  is  one  of  the  worst  curses  that  can  befall  a  nation."  f 

"There  is  no  quarrel  between  government  and  lii)erty," 
said  Pendleton ;  "  the  former  is  the  shield  and  protector  of  the 
latter.  The  expression  ^  We  the  people '  is  a  common  one,  and 
with  me  is  a  favorite.  Who  but  the  people  can  delegate  pow- 
ers, or  have  a  right  to  form  government  ?  The  question  must 
be  between  this  government  and  the  confederation ;  the  latter 
is  no  government  at  all.  Common  danger,  union,  and  the 
spirit  of  America  carried  us  through  the  war,  and  not  the  con- 
federation of  which  the  moment  of  peace  showed  the  imbecility. 
Government,  to  be  effectual,  must  have  complete  powers,  a 
legislature,  a  judiciary,  and  executive.  Ko  gentleman  in  this 
committee  would  agree  to  vest  these  three  powero  in  one  body. 
The  proposed  government  is  not  a  consolidated  government 
It  is  on  the  whole  complexion  of  it  a  government  of  laws  and 
not  of  men."  ^ 

Madison  explained  at  large  that  the  constitution  is  in  part  a 
consolidated  union,  and  in  part  rests  so  completely  on  the 
states  that  its  very  life  is  bound  up  in  theirs.  And  on  another 
day  he  added :  "  The  powers  vested  in  the  proposed  govern- 
ment are  not  so  much  an  augmentation  of  powers  in  the  general 
government  as  a  change  rendered  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  eflBcacy  to  those  which  were  vested  in  it  before."  ^ 

The  opposition  set  no  bounds  to  their  eulogy  of  the  British 
constitution  as  compared  with  the  proposed  one  for  America. 
"  The  wisdom  of  the  English  constitution,"  said  Monroe,  "  has 
given  a  share  of  the  legislation  to  each  of  the  three  branches, 

*  BlUot,  i!L,  25-26.  t  Elliot,  UL,  29-88.  t  Elliot,  ill,  86-41. 

•  EUiot,  ill,  86-97,  and  269. 
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wUoh  enables  it  to  defend  itself  and  to  preserve  the  liberty  of  the 
people.  In  the  plan  for  America  I  can  see  no  real  checks."  * 
"We  have  not  materials  in  this  country,"  said  Grayson,  "for 
such  a  government  as  the  British  monarchy ;  but  I  would  have 
a  president  for  life,  choosing  his  successor  at  the  same  time ;  t 
senate  for  life,  with  the  powers  of  the  house  of  lords ;  and  a 
triennial  house  of  representatives,  with  the  powers  of  the  house 
of  commons  in  England."  f  "  How  natural  it  is,"  said  Hemy, 
"  when  comparing  deformities  to  beauty,  to  be  struck  with  the 
superiority  of  the  British  government  to  the  proposed  system. 
In  England  self-love,  self-interest  stimulates  the  executive  to 
advance  the  prosperity  of  the  nation.  Men  cannot  be  depended 
on  without  self-love.  Tour  president  will  not  have  the  ssune 
motives  of  self-love  to  impel  liim  to  favor  your  interests.  His 
political  character  is  but  transient.  In  the  British  government 
the  sword  and  purse  are  not  united  in  the  same  hands;  in  this 
system  they  are.  Does  not  infinite  security  result  from  a  sepa- 
ration?" $ 

Madison  on  the  fourteenth  replied :  "  There  never  was, 
there  never  will  be,  an  efficient  government  in  which  both  the 
sword  and  purse  are  not  vested,  though  they  may  not  be  given 
to  the  same  member  of  government.  The  sword  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  British  king ;  the  purse  in  the  hands  of  the  pai^ 
liament  It  is  so  in  America,  as  far  as  any  analogy  can  exist 
When  power  is  necessary  and  can  be  safelj  lo<^d,  reason 
conmiands  its  cession.  From  the  first  moment  that  my  mind 
was  capable  of  contemplating  political  subjects  I  have  had  a 
uniform  zeal  for  a  well-regulated  republican  government  The 
establishment  of  it  in  America  is  my  most  ardent  desire.  If 
the  bands  of  the  government  be  relaxed,  anarchy  will  produce 
despotism.  Faction  and  confusion  preceded  the  revolutions  in 
Germany ;  faction  and  confusion  produced  the  disorders  and 
commotions  of  Holland.  In  this  commonwealth,  and  in  every 
state  in  the  union,  the  relaxed  operation  of  the  government 
has  been  sufficient  to  alarm  the  friends  of  their  country.  The 
rapid  increase  of  population  strongly  calls  for  a  republican  o^ 
ganization.  There  is  more  responsibility  in  the  proposed  gov- 
ernment than  in  the  English.    Our  representatives  are  chosen 

♦  ElUot,  iii,  218,  219.  t  Elliot,  ill,  279.  J  EUiot,  Ul,  887,  888. 
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for  two  years,  in  England  for  seven.  Any  citizen  may  be  elected 
here ;  in  Great  Britain  no  one  without  an  estate  of  the  annual 
yalue  of  six  hundred  pounds  sterling  can  represent  a  county ; 
nor  a  corporation  without  half  as  much.  If  confidence  be  due 
to  the  government  there,  it  is  due  tenfold  here."  * 

Against  the  judiciary  as  constituted  by  the  constitution 
Henry  on  the  twentieth  exceeded  himself  in  vehemence,  fijtid- 
ing  dangers  to  the  state  courts  by  the  number  of  its  tribunals, 
by  appellate  jurisdictions,  controversies  between  a  state  and 
the  citizens  of  another  state ;  dangers  to  the  trial  by  juiy ;  dan- 
gers springing  out  of  the  clause  against  the  impairment  of  the 
obligations  of  a  contract. 

On  the  same  day  Marshall,  following  able  speakers  on  the 
same  side,  summed  up  the  defence  of  the  judiciary  system : 
"  Tribunals  for  the  decisions  of  controversies,  which  were  be- 
fore either  not  at  all  or  improperly  provided  for,  are  here  ap- 
pointed. Federal  courts  will  determine  causes  with  the  same 
fiumess  and  impartiality  as  the  state  courts.  The  federal 
judges  are  chosen  with  equal  wisdom,  and  they  are  equally  or 
more  independent.  The  power  of  creating  a  number  of  courts 
is  necessary  to  the  perfection  of  this  system.  The  jurisdiction 
of  the  judiciary  has  its  limit  The  United  States  court  cannot 
extend  to  everything,  since,  if  the  United  States  were  to  make 
a  law  not  warranted  by  any  of  the  enumerated  powers,  the 
judges  would  consider  it  as  an  infringement  of  the  constitu- 
tion. The  state  courts  are  crowded  with  suits;  if  some  of 
them  should  be  carried  to  a  federal  court,  the  state  courts  will 
still  have  business  enough.  To  the  judiciary  you  must  look 
for  protection  from  an  infringement  on  the  constitution.  No 
other  body  can  afford  it  The  jurisdiction  of  the  federal  courts 
over  disputes  between  a  state  and  the  citizens  of  another  state 
has  been  decried  with  unusual  vehemence.  There  is  a  diffi- 
culty in  making  a  state  defendant  which  does  not  prevent  its 
being  plaintiff.  It  is  not  rational  to  suppose  that  the  sovereign 
power  should  be  dragged  before  a  court.  The  intent  is  to  ena- 
ble states  to  recover  claims  against  individuals  residing  in  other 
states.    This  construction  is  warranted  by  the  words." 

On  the  clause  relating  to  impairing  tJie  obligation  of  con- 
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tracts,  Marshall  said  this :  ^^  A  suit  instituted  in  the  federal 
courts  by  the  citizens  of  one  state  against  the  citizens  of  another 
state  will  be  instituted  in  the  court  where  the  defendant  resides, 
and  will  be  determined  by  the  laws  of  the  state  where  the  con- 
tract was  made.  The  laws  which  govern  the  contract  at  its 
formation  govern  it  at  its  decision.  Whether  this  man  or  that 
man  succeeds  is  to  the  government  all  one  thing.  Congress 
is  empowered  to  make  exceptions  to  the  appellate  jurisdiction 
of  the  supreme  court,  both  as  to  law  and  as  to  fact ;  and  these 
exceptions  certainly  go  as  far  as  the  legislature  may  think 
proper  for  the  interest  and  liberty  of  the  people."  * 

The  planters  of  Virginia  were  indebted  to  British  mer- 
chants to  the  amount  of  ten  miUions  of  dollars ;  and  the  Vir- 
ginia legislature,  under  the  influence  of  Henry,  had  withheld 
from  these  creditors  the  right  to  sue  in  the  courts  of  Virginia 
until  England  should  have  fulfilled  her  part  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  by  surrendering  the  western  posts  and  by  making  com- 
pensation for  slaves  that  had  been  carried  away ;  he  now  cen- 
sured the  federal  constitution  for  granting  in  the  case  retro- 
spective jurisdiction.  Marshall  replied :  "  There  is  a  difference 
between  a  tribunal  which  shall  give  effect  to  an  existing  right, 
and  creating  a  right  that  did  not  exist  before.  The  debt  or 
claim  is  created  by  the  individual ;  a  creation  of  a  new  court 
does  not  amount  to  a  retrospective  law."  f 

Questions  as  to  the  powers  which  it  would  be  wise  to  grant 
to  the  general  government,  and  as  to  the  powers  which  hid 
been  granted,  dividod  the  convention.  The  decision  of  Mary- 
land and  South  Carolina  dashed  the  hope  of  proselyting  Vi^ 
ginia  to  propose  a  separate  southeni  confederacy ;  but  Henry 
on  the  ninth  still  said  :  "  Compared  with  the  consolidation  of 
one  power  to  reign  with  a  strong  hand  over  so  extensive  a 
country  as  this  is,  small  confederacies  are  little  evils.  Virpnia 
and  North  Carolina  could  exist  separated  from  the  rest  of 
America."  ^  But  he  limited  himself  to  proposing  that  Vi^ 
ginia,  "the  greatest  and  most  mighty  state  in  the  union,*'* 
followed  by  North  Carolina  and  by  New  York,  which  state  he 
announced  as  being  in  high  opposition,  |  should  hold  the  con- 

♦  Elliot,  m..  651-560.  t  BUlot,  Ui^  589,  546,  561. 
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stitntdon  in  suspense  until  they  had  compelled  the  other  states 
to  adopt  the  amendments  on  which  she  should  insist.  He  cited 
Jefferson  as  advising  "to  reject  the  government  till  it  should 
be  amended."  *  Eandolph  interpreted  the  letter  which  Henry 
had  cited,  as  the  expression  of  a  strong  desire  that  the  govern- 
ment might  be  adopted  by  nine  states  with  Virginia  for  one 
of  the  nine ;  f  and  two  days  later  Pendleton  cited  from  the 
same  letter  the  words  that  "  a  schism  in  our  union  would  be 
an  incurable  evil."  X 

On  the  eleventh  and  the  seventeenth  Mason  introduced  a 
new  theme,  saying:  "Under  the  royal  government  the  im- 
portation of  slaves  was  looked  upon  as  a  great  oppression ;  but 
the  African  merchants  prevented  the  many  attempts  at  its 
prohibition.  It  was  one  of  the  great  causes  of  our  separation 
from  Great  Britain.  Its  exclusion  has  been  a  principal  object 
of  this  state  and  most  of  the  states  in  this  union.  The  aug- 
mentation of  slaves  weakens  the  states.  Such  a  trade  is  dia- 
bolical in  itself  and  disgraceful  to  mankind ;  yet  by  this  con- 
stitution it  is  continued  for  twenty  years.  Much  as  I  value  a 
union  of  all  the  states,  I  would  not  admit  the  southern  states 
into  the  union  unless  they  agree  to  its  discontinuance.  And 
there  is  no  clause  in  this  constitution  to  secure  the  property  of 
that  kind  which  we  have  acquired  under  our  former  laws,  and 
of  which  the  loss  would  bring  ruin  on  a  great  many  i)eople ; 
for  such  a  tax  may  be  laid  as  will  amount  to  manumission."  ^ 

Madison  equally  abhorred  the  slave-trade  ;  but  on  the  seven- 
teenth answer^  after  reflection  and  with  reserve :  "  The  gen- 
tlemen of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  argued,  *  By  hindering 
us  from  importing  this  species  of  property  the  slaves  of  Vir- 
ginia will  rise  in  value,  and  we  shall  be  obliged  to  go  to  your 
markets.'  I  need  not  expatiate  on  this  subject ;  great  as  the  evil 
is,  a  dismemberment  of  the  union  would  be  worse.  Under  the 
articles  of  confederation  the  traffic  might  be  continued  forever ; 
by  this  clause  an  end  may  be  put  to  it  after  twenty  years. 
From  the  mode  of  representation  and  taxation,  congress  can- 
not lay  such  a  tax  on  slaves  as  will  amount  to  manumission. 
At  present,  if  any  slave  elopes  to  any  of  those  states  where 

•  Elliot,  Ui.,  162.  t  EUiot,  lii.,  804. 
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Blavos  are  free,  he  becomes  emancipated  by  their  laws ;  in  this 
constitution  a  chinse  was  expressly  inserted  to  enable  owners 
of  slaves  to  reclaim  them." 

Tyler  supported  Madison,  speaking  at  large  and  with 
warmth :  ^^  This  wicked  traffic  is  impolitic,  iniquitous,  and  dis- 
graceful. It  was  one  cause  of  the  complaints  against  Briti^ 
tyranny ;  nothing  can  justify  its  reviyal.  But  for  tins  tem- 
porary restriction,  congress  could  have  prohibited  the  African 
trade.  My  earnest  desire  is  that  it  should  be  handed  down  to 
posterity,  that  I  have  opposed  this  wicked  clause."  * 

On  the  twenty-fourth  Henry  raised  a  new  cry  on  the  dan- 
ger of  emancipation :  "  The  great  object  of  national  govere- 
ment  is  national  defence ;  the  northern  states  may  call  forth 
every  national  resource ;  and  congress  may  say,  ^  Every  black 
man  must  fight'  In  the  last  war  acts  of  assembly  set  free 
every  slave  who  would  go  into  the  army.  Slavery  is  detested ; 
we  feel  its  fatal  effects ;  we  deplore  it  with  all  the  pity  of  hu- 
manity. Let  that  urbanity  which  I  trust  will  distinguish 
Americans,  and  the  necessity  of  national  defence,  operate  on 
their  minds ;  they  have  the  power,  in  clear,  unequivocal  terais, 
to  pronounce  all  slaves  free,  and  they  will  certainly  exerdse 
the  power.  Much  as  I  deplore  slavery,  I  see  that  the  general 
government  ought  not  to  set  the  slaves  free ;  for  the  majV 
ity  of  congress  is  to  the  North  and  the  slaves  are  to  the 

South."  t 

The  governor  of  Virginia  first  showed  that  the  constitution 
itself  did  not,  even  in  the  opinion  of  South  Carolina,  menace 
enfranchisement ;  and  thus  proceeded :  "  I  hope  that  there  is 
no  one  here  who,  considering  the  subject  in  the  calm  light  of 
philosophy,  will  advance  an  objection  dishonorable  to  Viiginia; 
that,  at  the  moment  they  are  securing  the  righte  of  their  citi- 
zens, there  is  a  spark  of  hope  that  those  unfortunate  men  now 
held  in  bondage  may,  by  the  operation  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, be  made  free."  $ 

The  representative  from  Augusta  county,  Zachariah  John- 
son, complained  that  the  bill  of  rights  which  the  convention 
was  preparing  as  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  did  not  a^ 
knowledge  that  all  men  are  by  nature  equally  free  and  inde- 
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pendent    "  Gentlemen  tell  ns,"  he  said,  "  that  they  see  a  pro- 
gressive danger  of  bringing  about  emancipation.    The  total 
abolition  of  slavery  would  do  much  good.    The  principle  has  1 
b^un  since  the  revolution.    Let  ns  do  what  we  may,  it  will 
come  round."  * 

To  the  declamations  of  Henry  that  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution would  be  the  renunciation  of  the  right  to  navigate  the 
Mississippi,  Madison,  on  the  twelfth,  after  a  candid  relation  of 
what  had  transpired  in  congress,  and  giving  the  information' 
that  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  were  now  strenuous  against . 
even  any  temporary  cession  of  the  navigation  of  that  river, 
made  the  further  irrefragable  reply :  "  The  free  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi  is  onr  right.    The  confederation  is  so  weak 
that  it  has  not  formed,  and  cannot  form,  a  treaty  which  will 
secure  to  us  the  actual  enjoyment  of  it    Under  an  efficient 
government  alone  shall  we  be  able  to  avail  ourselves  fully  of 
our  right.    The  new  government  wiU  have  more  strength  to\ 
enforce  it."    "  Should  the  constitution  be  adopted,"  said  Mon- 
roe on  the  thirteenth,  "  the  northern  states  will  not  fail  to  re- 
linquish the  Mississippi  in  order  tp  depress  the  western  country  , 
and  prevent  the  southern  interest  from  preponderating."  f  \ 
"To  preserve  the  balance  of  American  power,"  continued  1 
Henry,  "  it  is  essentially  necessary  that  the  right  of  the  Missis- 1 
sippi  should  be  secnred,  or  the  Sonth  will  ever  be  a  contempti-  ' 
ble  minority."  ^ 

"  This  contest  of  the  Mississippi,"  said  Grayson  on  the  four- 
teenth, "  is  a  contest  for  empire,  in  which  Virginia,  Kentucky, 
the  southern  states  are  deeply  interested.  It  involves  this 
great  national  question,  whether  one  part  of  the  continent  shall 
govern  the  other.  From  the  extent  of  territory  and  fertility 
of  soil,  God  and  nature  have  intended  that  the  weight  of  popu- 
lation should  be  on  the  southern  side.  At  present,  for  various 
reasons,  it  is  on  the  other.  If  the  Mississippi  be  shut  up,  emi- 
grations will  be  stopped  entirely ;  no  new  states  will  be  formed 
on  the  western  waters ;  and  this  government  will  be  a  govern- 
ment of  seven  states."*  To  the  last  Grayson  said:  "The 
seven  states,  which  are  a  majority,  being  actually  in  possession, 

♦  Elliot,  UK,  648.  t  Eniot,  ill,  862. 
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wiU  never  admit  any  southern  state  into  the  union  so  as  to  lose 
that  majority.''  * 

The  power  of  the  goyemment  to  establish  a  nayigation  act 
by  a  bare  majority  was  bitterly  complained  of  by  Greo^  Ma- 
son ;  t  by  Orayson,  who  complained  that  the  interests  of  the 
carrying  states  would  govern  the  producing  states ;  J  by  Tyler, 
who  mourned  over  his  own  act  in  having  proposed  to  cede  the 
regulation  of  commerce  to  the  confederation,  since  it  had  led 
ta  the  grant  of  powers  too  dangerous  to  be  tmsted  to  any 
set  of  men  whatsoever.^  Complaint  was  further  made  that 
treaties  were  to  go  into  effect  without  regard  to  the  opin- 
ion of  the  house  of  representatives ;  and  especially  that  there 
was  no  bill  of  rights,  and  that  there  was  no  explicit  reserva- 
tion of  powers  not  delegated  to  the  general  government  In 
some  parts  of  the  country  the  settlers  were  made  to  dread  a 
resuscitation  of  old  land  companies  through  the  federal  judi- 
ciary. 

The  prohibition  on  the  states  to  issue  paper  money  weighed 
on  the  minds  of  the  debtor  class ;  but  it  was  not  much  dis- 
cussed, for  on  that  point  George  Mason  and  Richard  Heniy 
Lee  were  the  great  leaders  in  favor  of  the  suppression  of  paper 
money  "  as  founded  upon  fraud  and  knavery."  [  And  Mason 
had  forced  the  assembly  of  Virginia  in  their  last  session  to 
adopt  a  series  of  resolutions  declaring  that  paper  cnrrency 
created  scarcity  of  real  money,  and  substituted  for  the  real 
standard  of  value  a  standard  variable  as  the  conunodities  them- 
selves, ruining  trade  and  commerce,  weakening  the  morals 
of  the  people,  destroying  public  and  private  credit  and  all  faith 
between  man  and  man,  and  aggravating  the  very  evils  which 
it  was  intended  to  remedy.^  And  yet  there  were  those  in  the 
convention  whose  votes  wwe  swayed  by  the  consideration  that, 
if  the  constitution  should  be  established,  there  would  be  an  end 
of  inconvertible  bills  of  credit  forever.  But  that  which  af- 
fected the  decision  more  than  anything  else  was  that  the  con- 
stitution would  bring  with  it  to  British  creditors  a  right  to 

♦  ElUot,  lil,  585.  t  ElUot,  iH.,  S04. 
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recoyer  through  tho  federal  courts  claims  on  Yirginia  planters 
for  about  ten  millions  of  dollars. 

The  discussions  had  been  temperately  conducted  till  just 
at  the  last,  when  for  a  moment  pretending  that  the  acceptance 
of  the  constitution  would  make  an  end  of  the  trial  hj  jury, 
Henry  said,  on  the  twentieth :  ^^  Old  as  I  am,  it  is  probable  I 
may  yet  have  the  appellation  of  rebel.  But  my  neighbors 
will  protect  me."*  This  daring  drew  out  the  reply  that 
Virginia  would  be  in  arms  to  support  the  constitution ;  and 
on  the  twenty-fifth  James  Innes  of  Williamsburg,  quoting 
against  him  his  own  words,  said :  ^^  I  observe  with  regret  a 
general  spirit  of  jealousy  with  respect  to  our  northern  brethren. 
If  we  had  had  it  in  1775  it  would  have  prevented  that  unani- 
mous resistance  which  triumphed  over  our  enemies ;  it  was  not 
a  Virginian,  a  Carolinian,  a  Pennsylvanian,  but  the  glorious 
name  of  an  American,  that  extended  from  one  end  of  the  con- 
tinent to  the  other."  f  But  the  feeling  was  soon  pacified,  and 
the  last  words  of  Henry  himself  were :  '^  If  I  shall  be  in  the 
minority,  I  shall  yet  be  a  peaceable  citizen,  my  head,  my  hand, 
and  my  heart  hemg  at  liberty  to  remove  the  defects  of  the 
system  in  a  constitutional  way."  j:  The  last  word  was  from 
the  governor  of  Virginia :  "  The  accession  of  eight  states  re- 
duces our  deliberations  to  the  single  question  of  union  or  no 
union."  ^ 

For  more  than  three  weeks  the  foes  of  the  constitution  had 
kept  up  the  onset,  and  day  after  day  they  had  been  beaten 
back  as  cavalry  that  tries  in  vain  to  break  the  ranks  of  in- 
fantry. For  more  than  three  weeks  Henry  and  Orayson  and 
Mason  renewed  the  onslaught,  feebly  supported  by  Monroe, 
and  greatly  aided  by  the  weight  of  character  of  Benjamin 
Harrison  and  John  Tyler ;  day  by  day  they  were  triumphantly 
encountered  by  Madison,  on  whom  the  defence  of  the  con- 
stitution mainly  rested;  by  Pendleton,  who,  in  spite  of  in- 
creased infirmities,  was  moved  even  more  deeply  than  in  the 
beginning  of  the  revolution  ;  and  by  the  popular  eloquence  of 
Bandolph.    These  three  champions  were  well  seconded  by 

♦  Elliot,  iil.,  64«.  t  Elliot,  Ul.,  651 
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George  Nicholas,  Jolm  Marehall,  James  Lmes,  Heniy  Lee, 
and  Francis  Corbin.* 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  after  debates  for  three  weeks,  the  mal- 
contents had  no  heart  for  farther  resistance.    The  conventifln 
was  willing  to  recommend  a  bill  of  rights  in  twenty  sections, 
with  twenty  other  more  questionable  amendments.    The  firet 
motion  was:  ^^Oaght  the  declaration  of  rights  and  amend- 
ments of  the  constitution  to  be  referred  by  this  convention  to 
the  other  states  in  the  American  confederacy  for  their  con- 
sideration previous  to  the  ratification  of  the  new  constitution 
of  government  ?'*    It  was  lost,  having  only  eighty  voices 
against  eighty-eight    Then  the  main  question  was  put,  that 
the  constitution  be  ratified,  referring  all  amendments  to  the 
first  congress' under  the  constitution.    The  decision  wonld  be 
momentous,  not  for  America  only,  but  the  whole  worii 
Without  Virginia,  this  great  country  would  have  been  shivered 
into  fragmentary  confederacies,  or  separate  independent  states. 
The  roll  was  called ;  and  eighty-nine  delegates,  chiefly  from 
the  cities  of  Bichmond  and  Williamsburg,  from  counties  near 
the  ocean,  from  the  northern  neck,  from  the  north-western 
border  counties,  and  from  the  counties  between  the  Blue  Eidge 
and  the  Alleghanies,  voted  for  the  constitution.    Seventy-nine, 
mainly  from  other  central  and  southern  border  counties,  and 
from  three  fourths  of  the  counties  of  Kentucky,  cried  No. 

The  committee  for  reporting  the  form  of  ratification  were 
Bandolph,  Nicholas,  Madison,  Marshall,  and  Corbin — all  from 
among  the  stanchest  supporters  of  the  constitution. 

In  the  form  which  was  adopted  they  connected  with  the 
ratification  "a  few  declaratory  truths  not  aflfecting  the  validity 
of  the  act ; "  f  and  shielded  the  rights  of  the  states  by  the  as- 
sertion "  that  every  power  not  granted  by  the  constitution  re- 
mains for  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  at  their  wilL"t 
After  the  vote  was  taken,  the  successful  party  were  careful 
not  to  ruffle  their  opponents  by  exultation.  Henry  showed  his 
genial  nature,  free  from  all  malignity.  He  was  like  a  billow 
of  the  ocean  on  the  first  bright  day  after  the  storm,  dashing 
itself  against  the  rocky  clif^  and  then,  sparkling  with  light,  re- 

♦  Coroptre  Rlres, !!.,  661. 

t  HadlMD  to  Washington,  in  Riyes,  ii.,  608.  }  EUiot,  HI,  M. 
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treating  to  its  home.  It  was  more  difficult  for  Mason  to  calm 
the  morbid  sensibility  of  his  nature  and  to  heal  his  sorrow  at 
haying  abandoned  one  of  the  highest  places  of  honor  among 
the  fathers  of  the  constitution  wliich  he  had  done  so  mnch  to 
initiate,  to  form,  and  to  improve.  He  was  pacified  by  words 
from  Harrison  and  from  Tyler,  who  held  it  the  duty  of  good 
citizens  to  accept  the  decision  of  the  majority,  and  by  precept 
and  example  to  promote  harmony  and  order  and  union  among 
their  fellow-citizens.  But  that  which  did  most  to  soothe  the 
minority  was  their  trust  in  Washington.  "  For  the  president," 
said  Mason,  ^^  there  seldom  or  never  can  be  a  majority  in  favor 
of  one,  except  one  great  name,  who  will  be  unanimously  elect- 
ed." *  "  Were  it  not  for  one  great  character  in  America," 
said  Grayson,  "  so  many  men  would  not  be  for*  this  govern- 
ment. We  do  not  fear  while  he  lives ;  but  who  beside  him 
can  concentrate  the  confidence  and  affections  of  all  Amer- 
ica? "f  -A.nd  Monroe  reported  to  Jefferson:  "Be  assured, 
Washington's  infiuence  carried  this  government."  J 

Nor  was  that  infiuence  confined  to  Virginia  alone.  The 
country  was  an  instrument  with  thirteen  strings,  and  the  only 
master  who  could  bring  out  all  their  harmonious  thought  was 
Washington.  Had  he  not  attended  the  federal  convention,  its 
work  would  have  met  a  colder  reception  and  more  strenuous 
opponents.  Had  the  idea  prevailed  that  he  would  not  accept 
the  presidency,  it  would  still  have  proved  fatal.^ 

Yirginia  lost  the  opjKjrtunity  of  being  the  ninth  state  to 
constitute  the  union.  While  the  long  winter  of  New  Hamp- 
shire intercepted  the  labors  of  husbandry,  the  fireside  of  the 
freeholders  in  its  hundreds  of  townships  became  the  scene  for 
discussing  the  merits  of  the  federal  constitution  with  the  dele- 
gates of  their  choice  and  with  one  another.  Their  convention 
reassembled  in  June.  Four  days  served  them  to  discuss  the 
constitution,  to  prepare  and  recommend  twelve  articles  of 
amendment,  and,  by  fifty-seven  voices  against  forty-six,  to 
ratify  the  constitution.  They  took  care  to  insert  in  their 
record  that  their  vote  was  taken  on  Saturday,  the  twenty-first 

♦  Elliot,  iii.,  498 ;  and  compare  1S4.  f  EUiot,  Ui.,  616. 
i  Monroe  to  Jefferson,  12  Julj  1788. 

♦  Life  of  Morris  by  Sparks,  L,  289,  290. 
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of  Jtme,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  that  Virginia  by  a 
YOte  at  a  later  hour  of  the  same  day  might  not  dispnte  with 
them  the  honor  of  giving  life  to  the  constitution.* 

By  their  decision,  accompanied  by  that  of  Virginia,  the 
United  States  of  America  came  formally  into  existence.  As 
the  glad  tidings  flew  through  the  land,  the  heart  of  its  people 
thrilled  with  joy  that  at  last  the  tree  of  union  was  firmly 
planted.  Never  may  its  trunk  be  riven  by  the  lightning ;  dot 
its  branches  crash  each  other  in  the  maddening  storm;  nor  ita 
beauty  wither ;  nor  its  root  decay. 

*  Tobias  Lear  to  WashiDgton,  22  June  178S.    Letters  to  Washington,  ir^  225. 
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CHAPTEE  I. 

THE  CONBTITUTION. 

1787. 

"  The  American  constitution  is  the  most  wonderful  work 
ever  struck  ofiE  at  a  given  time  by  the  brain  and  purpose  of 
man ; "  but  it  had  its  forerunners. 

England  had  suffered  the  thirteen  colonies,  as  free  states, 
to  make  laws  each  for  itself  and  never  for  one  of  the  others ; 
and  had  established  their  union  in  a  tempered  subordination  to 
the  British  crown.  Among  the  many  guides  of  America, 
there  had  been  Winthrop  and  Cotton,  Hooker  and  Haynes, 
Greorge  Fox  and  William  Penn,  Roger  Williams  and  John 
Clarke ;  scholars  of  Oxford  and  many  more  of  Cambridge ; 
Gustavus  Adolphus  and  Oxenstiem;  the  merchants  of  the 
United  Netherlands;  Southampton  and  Baltimore,  with  the 
kindliest  influences  of  the  British  aristocracy;  Shaftesbury 
with  Locke,  for  evil  as  well  as  for  good ;  all  the  great  slave- 
traders  that  sat  on  thrones  or  were  fostered  by  parliament ;  and 
the  philanthropist  Oglethorpe,  who  founded  a  colony  exclu- 
sively of  the  free  on  a  territory  twice  as  large  as  France,  and 
though  he  had  to  mourn  at  the  overthrow  of  his  plans  for 
liberty,  lived  to  see  his  plantation  independent. 

There  were  other  precursors  of  the  federal  government; 
but  the  men  who  framed  it  followed  the  lead  of  no  theoretical 
writer  of  their  own  or  preceding  times.  They  harbored  no  de- 
sire of  revolution,  no  craving  after  untried  experiments.  They 
wrought  from  the  elements  which  were  at  hand,  and  shaped 
them  to  meet  the  new  exigencies  which  had  arisen.  The  least 
possible  reference  was  made  by  them  to  abstract  doctrines 
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they  moulded  their  design  by  a  creative  power  of  their  own, 
bnt  nothing  was  introduced  that  did  not  already  exist,  or  wis 
not  a  natural  development  of  a  well-known  principle.  The 
materials  for  building  the  American  constitution  were  the  gifts 
of  the  ages. 

Of  old)  the  family  was  the  rudiment  of  the  state.  Of  the 
Jews,  the  organization  was  by  tribes.  The  citizens  of  the  com- 
monwealths of  the  Hellenes  were  of  one  blood.  Among  the 
barbarous  tribes  of  the  fourth  continent,  the  govemmeDts  and 
the  confederacies  all  rested  on  consanguinity.  Nations,  as  the 
word  implied,  were  but  large  communities  of  men  of  one  kin; 
and  nationalities  survive  to  this  day,  a  source  of  strength  in 
their  unity,  and  yet  of  strife  where  two  or  more  of  them  exist 
in  their  original  separateness  and  are  nevertheless  held  in  sob- 
jection  under  one  ruler.  Bome  first  learned  to  cherish  dw 
human  race  by  a  common  name  and  transform  the  vanquished 
into  citizens. 

The  process  of  .asaimilation  which  Bome  initiated  by  war 
received  its  perfect  development  in  the  land  where  the  Dutch 
and  the  Swedes,  and  in  the  country  north-west  of  the  Ohio  the 
French,  competed  in  planting  colonies ;  where  the  English,  the 
Irish,  the  Scotch  for  the  most  part  came  over  each  for  himself, 
never  reproducing  their  original  nationality ;  and  where  from 
the  first  fugitives  from  persecution  of  all  nations  found  a  safe 
asylum.  Though  subjects  of  the  English  king,  all  were  pres- 
ent in  America  as  individuals. 

The  English  language  maintained  itself  without  a  rival,  not 
merely  because  those  speaking  it  as  their  mother  tongue  veiy 
greatly  outnumb^^d  all  others,  and  because  all  acknowledged 
English  6ui»%macy ;  but  for  the  simplicity  of  its  structure ;  its 
logical  order  in  the  presentment  of  thought;  its  suitablenees 
for  the  purposes  of  every-day  life ;  for  the  discussion  of  ab- 
stract truths  and  the  i^pr^ension  of  Anglo-Saxon  political 
ideas ;  for  the  instrument  of  the  common  law ;  for  science  and 
observation ;  for  the  debates  of  public  life ;  for  every  kind  of 
poetry,  from  humor  to  pathos,  from  descriptions  of  nature  to 
the  action  of  the  heart  and  mind. 

But  the  distinctive  character  of  the  new  people  as  a  whole, 
their  nationality,  so  to  say,  was  the  principle  of  individuality 
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which  prevailed  among  Ihem  as  it  had  nowhere  done  before. 
This  individuaKty  was  strengthened  by  the  struggles  with  Na- 
ture in  her  wildness,  bj  the  remoteness  from  the  abodes  of  an- 
cient institutions,  by  the  war  against  the  traditions  of  absolute 
power  and  old  superstitions,  till  it  developed  itself  into  the 
most  perfect  liberty  in  thought  and  action ;  so  that  the  Ameri- 
can came  to  be  marked  by  the  readiest  versatility,  the  q>irit  of 
enterprise,  and  the  faculty  of  invention.  In  the  declaration  of 
independence  the  representatives  of  the  United  States  called 
themselves  "  the  good  people  of  these  colonies.*'  The  states- 
men who  drew  the  law  of  citizenship  in  1776  made  no  distinc- 
tion of  nationalities,  or  tribes,  or  ranks,  or  occupations,  or  faith, 
or  wealth,  and  knew  only  inhabitants  bearing  allegiance  to  the 
governments  of  the  several  states  in  union. 

Again,  this  character  of  the  people  appeared  most  clearly 
in  ike  joint  action  of  the  United  States  in  the  federal  conven- 
tion, where  the  variant  prejudices  that  still  dung  to  separate 
states  eliminated  each  other. 

The  constitution  establishes  nothing  that  interferes  with 
equality  and  individuality.  It  knows  nothing  of  differences 
b^  descent,  or  opinions,  of  favored  classes,  or  legalized  religion, 
or  the  political  power  of  property.  It  leaves  the  individual 
alongside  of  the  individual.  No  nationality  of  character  could 
take  form,  except  on  the  principle  of  individuality,  so  that  the 
mind  might  be  free,  and  every  faculty  have  the  unlimited  op- 
portunity for  its  development  and  culture.  As  the  sea  is  made 
up  of  drops,  American  society  is  composed  of  separate,  free, 
and  constantly  moving  atoms,  ever  in  reciprocal  action,  advanc- 
ing, receding,  crossing,  struggling  against  each  other  and  with 
each  other ;  so  that  the  institutions  and  laws  of  the  country  rise 
out  of  the  masses  of  individual  thought,  which,  like  the  waters 
of  the  ocean,  are  rolling  evermore. 

The  rule  of  individuality  was  extended  as  never  before. 
The  synod  of  the  Presbyterians  of  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia, a  denomination  inflexibly  devoted  to  its  own  creed,  in 
their  pastoral  letter  of  May  1783,  published  their  joy  that "  the 
rights  of  conscience  are  inalienably  secured  and  interwoven 
with  the  very  constitutions  of  the  several  states.'*  EeUgion 
was  become  avowedly  the  attribute  of  man  and  not  of  a  cor- 
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poratioiu  In  the  earliest  states  known  to  histoiy,  goyemmeiJ 
and  religion  were  one  and  indivisible.  Each  state  had  its 
special  deity,  and  of  these  protectors  one  after  another  might 
be  overthrown  in  battle,  never  to  rise  again.  The  Peloponne- 
sian  war  grew  out  of  a  strife  about  an  oracle.  Eome,  as  it 
adopted  into  citizenship  those  whom  it  vanquished,  sometima 
introduced,  and  with  good  logic  for  that  day,  the  worship  of 
their  gods.  No  one  thought  of  vindicating  liberty  of  reli^cm 
for  the  conscience  of  the  individual  till  a  voice  in  Judea,  break- 
ing day  for  the  greatest  epoch  in  the  life  of  humanity  by  estab- 
lishing for  all  mankind  a  pure,  spiritual,  and  universal  religion, 
enjoined  to  render  to  Caesar  only  that  which  is  Caesar's.  The 
rule  was  upheld  during  the  infancy  of  this  gospel  for  all  men. 
"No  sooner  was  the  religion  of  freedom  adopted  by  the  chief  of 
the  Roman  Empire,  than  it  was  shorn  of  its  character  of  uni- 
versality and  enthralled  by  an  unholy  connection  with  the  unholy 
state ;  and  so  it  continued  till  the  new  nation — ^the  least  defiled 
with  the  barren  scofllngs  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  most 
sincere  believer  in  Christianity  of  any  people  of  that  age,  the 
chief  heir  of  the  reformation  in  its  purest  form — when  it  came 
to  establish  a  government  for  the  United  States,  refused  to  treat 
faith  as  a  matter  to  be  regulated  by  a  corporate  body,  or  having 
a  headship  in  a  monarch  or  a  state. 

Vindicating  the  right  of  individuality  even  in  reljgon,  and 
in  religion  above  all,  the  new  nation"iaared  to  set  the  example 
of  accepting  in  its  relations  to  God  the  principle  first  divinely 
ordained  in  Judea.  It  left  the  management  of  temporal  things 
to  the  temporal  power ;  but  the  American  constitution,  in  hzr- 
mony  with  the  people  of  the  several  states,  withheld  from  the 
federal  government  the  power  to  invade  the  home  of  reasoD, 
the  citadel  of  conscience,  the  sanctuary  of  the  saul ;  and  not 
from  indifference,  but  that  the  infinite  spirit  <  if  eternal  truth 
might  move  in  its  feedom  and  purity  and  power. 

With  tliis  perfect  individuality  extending  to  conscience, 
freedom  should  have  belonged  to  labor.  What  though  skrery 
existed  and  still  exists  in  the  older  states  known  to  history,  in 
Egypt,  in  China,  coming  down  continuously  from  an  unknown 
date ;  what  though  Aristotle  knew  no  mode  of  instituting  a 
republican  household  but  with  a  slave ;  and  Julius  Cflesar, 
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when  Italy  was  perishing  by  the  vastness  of  its  slave  estates, 
crowded  them  with  new  hordes  of  captives  ?  What  though 
the  slave-trade  was  greedily  continued  under  the  passionate 
encouragement  of  the  British  parliament,  and  that  in  nearly 
all  of  the  continent  of  Europe  slavery  in  some  of  its  forms 
prevailed  ?  In  America,  freedom  of  labor  was  the  moral  prin- 
ciple of  the  majority  of  the  people ;  was  established,  or  moving 
toward  immediate  establishment,  in  a  majority  of  the  states ; 
was  by  the  old  confederation,  with  the  promptest  and  oft- 
repeated  sanction  of  the  new  government,  irrevocably  ordained 
in  all  the  territory  for  which  the  United  States  could  at  that 
time  make  the  law.  The  federal  convention  could  not  inter- 
fere with  the  slave  laws  of  the  separate  states ;  but  it  was  care- 
ful to  impose  no  new  incapacitation  on  free  persons  of  color ; 
it  maintained  them  in  all  the  rights  of  equal  citizenship ;  it 
granted  those  rights  to  the  emancipated  slave ;  and  it  kept  to 
itself  the  authority  to  abolish  the  slave-trade  instantly  in  any  ter- 
ritory that  might  be  annexed ;  in  all  other  states  and  lands,  at 
the  earliest  moment  for  which  it  had  been  able  to  obtain  power. 
The  tripartite  division  of  government  into  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicial,  enforced  in  theory  by  the  illustrious  f 
Montesquieu,  and  practiced  in  the  home  government  of  every  \ 
one  of  the  American  states,  became  a  part  of  the  constitution  | 
of  the  United  States,  which  derived  their  mode  of  instittiting  / 
it  from  their  own  happy  experience.  It  was  established  by  [ 
the  federal  convention  with  a  rigid  consistency  that  went  be-^ 
yond  the  example  of  Britain,  where  one  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature was  still  a  court  of  appeal.  Each  one  of  the  three  de- 
partments proceeded  from  the  people,  and  each  is  endowed 
with  all  the  authority  needed  for  its  jast  activity.  The  presi- 
dent may  reconmiend  or  dissuade  from  enactments,  and  has  a 
limited  veto  on  them ;  but  whatever  becomes  a  law  he  must 
execute.  The  power  of  the  legislature  to  enact  is  likewise  un- 
controlled except  by  the  paramount  law  of  the  constitution. 
The  judiciary  passes  upon  every  case  that  may  be  presented, 
and  its  decision  on  the  case  is  definitive  ;  but  without  further 
authority  over  the  executive  or  the  legislature,  for  the  conven- 
tion had  wisely  refused  to  make  the  judges  a  coimcil  to  either 
of  them. 
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Tripartite  division  takes  place  not  only  in  the  threefold 
powers  of  government ;  it  is  established  as  the  mode  of  l^is^ 
lation.  There,  too,  three  powers,  proceeding  from  the  people, 
mnst  concur,  except  in  cases  provided  for,  before  an  act  <rf 
legislation  can  take  place.  This  tripartite  division  in  the  power 
of  legislation — so  at  the  time  wrote  Madison,  so  thought  all  the 
great  builders  of  the  constitution,  so  asserted  John  Adams 
with  vehemence  and  sound  reasoning — is  absolutely  eesental 
to  the  success  of  a  federal  republic ;  for  if  all  legislative  pow- 
ers are  vested  in  one  man  or  in  one  assembly,  there  is  despot* 
ism ;  if  in  two  branches,  there  is  a  restless  antagonism  between 
the  two ;  if  they  are  distributed  among  three,  it  will  be  hard 
to  unite  two  of  them  in  a  fatal  strife  with  the  third.  But  the 
executive,  and  each  of  the  two  chambers,  must  be  so  ch(»en  as 
to  have  a  character  and  strength  and  popular  support  of  its 
own.  The  government  of  the  United  States  is  thoroughly  a 
government  of  the  people.  Dj  the  English  aristocratic  revo- 
lution of  1688,  made  after  the  failure  of  the  popular  attempt 
at  reform,  the  majority  of  the  house  of  commons  was  in  sub- 
stance composed  of  nominees  of  the  house  of  lords,  so  that  no 
ministry  could  prevail  in  it  except  by  the  power  of  that  house; 
and  as  the  prime  minister  and  cabinet  depend  on  the  majesty 
in  the  house  of  commons,  the  house  of  lords  directly  controlled 
the  government  not  only  in  its  own  branch  but  in  the  com- 
mons, and  through  the  commons  in  the  nomination  of  the  min- 
istry. All  three  branches  of  the  government  were  in  harmony, 
for  in  those  days,  before  the  house  of  commons  had  entered 
successfully  upon  its  long  struggle  for  reform  of  the  mode  of 
its  election,  all  three  branches  represented  the  aristocracy.  In 
the  United  States,  on  the  other  hand,  all  the  branches  of  powtf 
— ^president,  senators,  and  representatives — proceed  directly  or 
indirectly  from  the  people.  The  government  of  the  United 
States  is  a  government  by  the  people,  for  the  people. 

To  perfect  the  system  and  forever  prevent  revolution, 
power  is  reserved  to  the  people  by  amendments  of  thdr  con- 
stitution to  remove  every  imperfection  which  time  may  lay 
bare,  and  adapt  it  to  unforeseen  contingencies.  But  no  change 
can  be  hastily  made.  An  act  of  parliament  can  at  any  time 
alter  the  constitution  of  England;  no  similar  power  is  dele- 
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gated  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  which,  like  parlia- 
ment, may  be  swayed  by  the  shifting  majorities  of  party.  As 
to  the  initiation  of  amendments,  it  conld  not  be  intrusted  to 
the  president,  lest  it  might  lead  him  to  initiate  changes  for  his 
own  advantage  ;  still  less  to  a  judiciary  holding  office  for  life, 
for,  such  is  human  nature,  a  tribunal  so  constituted  and  decid- 
ing by  a  majority,  by  whatever  political  party  its  members 
may  have  been  named,  cannot  safely  be  invested  with  so  tran- 
scendent a  power.  The  legislatures  of  the  states  or  of  the 
United  States  are  alone  aUowed  to  open  the  ^^  constitutional 
door  to  amendments;"  and  these  can  be  made  valid  only 
through  the  combined  intervention  of  the  state  legislatures 
and  of  congress,  or  a  convention  of  all  the  states  elected  ex- 
pressly for  the  purpose  by  the  people  of  the  several  states.  In 
this  way  no  change  of  the  constitution  can  be  made  in  haste  or 
by  stealth,  but  only  by  the  consent  of  three  quarters  of  the 
states  after  a  full  and  free  and  often-repeated  discussion* 
There  is  no  legal  road  to  amendm^it  <^  the  constitution  but 
through  the  consent  of  the  people  given  in  the  form  prescribed 
by  law.  America,  being  charged  with  the  preservation  of  lib- 
erty, has  the  most  conservative  polity  in  the  world,  both  in  its 
government  and  in  its  people. 

The  new  nation  asserted  itseK  as  a  continental  republic 
The  discovery  was  made  that  the  time  had  passed  for  little 
commonwealths  of  a  single  city  and  its  environs.  The  great 
Frederick,  who  had  scoffed  at  the  idea  of  attempting  to  gov- 
ern an  imperial  domain  without  a  king,  was  hardly  in  his 
grave  when  a  commonwealth  of  more  than  twenty  degrees  in 
each  direction,  containing  from  the  first  an  area  six  or  seven 
times  as  large  as  the  whole  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  fifty 
or  sixty  times  as  great  as  the  Neth^lands  or  Switzerland,  able 
to  include  more  than  a  thousand  confederacies  as  large  as  the 
Achaian,  and  ready  to  admit  adjoining  lands  to  fellowship, 
rose  up  in  the  best  part  of  the  temperate  zone  on  a  soil  that 
had  been  collecting  fertility  for  untold  centuries.  The  day  of 
the  Greek  commonwealth  had  passed  forever ;  and,  after  the 
establishment  of  the  representative  system,  it  was  made  known 
that  a  republican  government  thrives  best  in  a  vast  territory. 
Monarchy  had  held  itself  a  necessity  for  the  formation  of  large 
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Btates ;  but  now  it  was  found  out  that  even  in  them  monarcfaj 
can  be  dispensed  with ;  and  the  world  was  summoned  to  gtze 
at  the  spectacle  of  a  boundless  society  of  republican  states  in 
union. 

The  United  States  of  America  are  not  only  a  republic,  ihcy 
are  "  a  society  of  societies,"  "  a  federal  republic"  *  Toward 
foreign  powers  the  country  has  no  seam  in  its  garment ;  it 
exists  in  absolute  unity  as  a  nation,  with  full  and  undisputed 
national  resources.  At  home  it  is  "  a  union,"  or  "one  out  of 
many ; "  within  its  own  sphere  supreme  and  self-supporting. 
For  this  end  it  has  its  own  legislature  to  make  enactments ;  its 
own  functionaries  to  execute  them ;  its  own  courts ;  its  own 
treasury ;  and  it  alone  may  have  an  army  and  a  navy.  AB- 
sufficient  powers  are  so  plainly  given  that  there  is  no  need  of 
striving  for  more  by  straining  the  words  in  which  they  are 
granted  beyond  their  plan  and  natural  import. 

The  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States  made  in 
pursuance  of  it,  and  all  treaties  framed  by  their  authority,  are 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  binding  the  judges  in  every  state 
even  if  need  be  in  spite  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  the 
state  ;  and  all  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  officers,  both 
of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several  states,  are  to  be  sworn 
to  its  support.  The  constitution  provides  within  itself  for  the 
redress  of  every  wrong.  The  supreme  court  offers  relief  in  a 
"  case "  of  injustice  or  conflict  with  the  constitution ;  the 
remedy  for  a  bad  law  is  to  be  sought  through  the  freedom  and 
frequency  of  elections ;  a  fault  in  the  constitution  by  its 
amendment. 

Except  for  the  powers  granted  to  the  federal  government, 
each  state  is  in  all  things  supreme,  not  by  grace,  but  of  right 
The  United  States  may  not  interfere  with  any  ordinance  or  hw 
that  begins  and  ends  within  a  state.  This  supremacy  of  the 
states  in  the  powers  which  have  not  been  granted  is  as  essen- 
tially a  part  of  the  system  as  the  supremacy  of  the  general 
government  in  its  sphere.  The  stites  are  at  once  the  guard- 
ians of  the  domestic  security  and  the  happiness  of  the  in- 
dividual, and  they  are  the  parents,  the  protectors,  and  the  stay 
of  the  union.    The  states  and  the  United  States  are  members 

*  Words  ascd  by  HoDtesquien,  Esprit  dcs  Lois,  Hrre  ix.,  ck  L 
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of  one  great  whole ;  and  the  one  is  as  needful  as  the  oth3r. 
The  powers  of  goyemment  are  not  divided  between  them; 
thej  are  distributed ;  so  that  there  need  be  no  collision  in  their 
exercise.  The  union  without  self-existent  states  is  a  harp  with- 
out strings ;  the  states  without  union  are  as  chords  that  are  un- 
strung. But  for  state  rights  the  union  would  perish  fronoi  the 
paralysis  of  its  limbs.  The  states,  as  thej  gave  life  to  the 
union,  are  necessary  to  the  continuance  of  that  life.  Within 
their  own  limits  they  are  the  guardians  of  industry,  of  proper- 
ty, of  personal  rights,  and  of  liberty.  But  state  rights  are  to 
be  defended  inside  of  the  nnion ;  not  from  an  outside  citadel 
from  which  the  union  may  be  struck  at  or  defied.  The  states 
and  the  United  States  are  not  antagonists ;  the  states  in  union 
form  the  federal  republic ;  and  the  system  can  have  life  and 
health  and  strength  and  beauty  only  by  their  harmonious  ac- 
tion. In  short,  the  constitution  knows  nothing  of  United 
States  alone,  or  states  alone ;  it  adjusts  the  parts  harmoniously 
in  an  organized  unity.  Impair  the  relations  or  tlie  vigor  of 
any  part,  and  diBease  enters  into  the  veins  of  the  whole.  That 
there  may  be  life  in  the  whole,  there  must  be  healthy  life  in 
every  part  The  United  States  are  the  states  in  union ;  these  * 
are  so  inwrought  into  the  constitution  that  the  one  cannot  per- 
ish without  the  other. 

Is  it  asked  who  is  tie  sovereign  of  the  United  States? 
The  words  "  sovereign"  and  "subjects"  are  unknown  to  the 
constitution.  There  is  no  place  for  princes  with  unlimited 
power,  or  conquering  cities,  or  feudal  chiefs,  or  privileged  aris- 
tocracies, ruling  absolutely  with  their  correlative  vassals  or 
subjects. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  have  declared  in  their  con- 
stitution that  the  law  alone  is  supreme ;  and  have  defined  that 
supreme  law.  Is  it  asked  who  ai*e  the  people  of  the  United 
States  that  instituted  the  "  general  government "  t  The  fed- 
eral convention  and  the  constitution  answer,  that  it  is  the  con- 
curring people  of  the  several  states.  The  constitution  is  con- 
stantly on  its  guard  against  permitting  the  action  of  the 
aggregate  mass  as  a  unit,  lest  the  whole  people,  once  accus- 
tomed to  acting  together  as  an  individual,  might  forget  the 

existence  of  the  states,  and  the  states  now  in  imion  succumb  to 
TOi.  VI. — 29 
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centrah'zation  and  absolutism.  The  people  of  the  states  de> 
manded  a  federal  convention  to  form  the  constitatiou;  the 
congress  of  the  confederation,  voting  by  states,  authorized  thit 
federal  convention ;  the  federal  convention,  voting  likewise  bj 
states,  made  the  constitution ;  at  the  advice  of  the  federal  con- 
vention the  federal  congress  referred  that  constitution  severailj 
to  the  people  of  each  state ;  and  by  their  united  voice  taken 
severally  it  was  made  the  binding  form  of  government  The 
constitution,  as  it  owes  its  life  to  the  concurrent  act  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  several  states,  permits  no  method  of  amending  itself 
except  by  the  several  consent  of  the  people  of  the  states;  and 
within  the  constitution  itself  the  president,  the  only  officer 
who  has  an  equal  relation  to  eveiy  state  in  the  union,  is  elected 
not  by  the  aggregate  people  of  all  the  states,  but  by  the  sepa- 
rate action  of  the  people  of  the  several  states  according  to  the 
number  of  votes  allotted  to  each  of  them. 

Finally,  there  is  one  more  great  and  happy  feature  in  the 
constitution.  Eome,  in  annexing  the  cities  around  itself,  had 
not  given  them  equal  influence  with  itself  in  proportion  to 
their  wealth  and  numbers,  and  consequently  there  remained  a 
cause  of  dissatisfaction  never  healed.    America  has  provided 

/  for  admission  of  new  states  upon  equal  terms,  and  only  upon 

I  equal  terms,  with  the  old  ones. 

I         For  Europe  there  remained  the  sad  necessity  of  revolution. 

For  America  the  gates  of  revolution  are  shut  and  barred  and 

bolted  down,  never  again  to  be  thrown  open ;  for  it  has  found 

a  legal  and  a  peaceful  way  to  introduce  every  ameUoratioo. 

/Peace  and  interdtizenship  and  perfect  domestic  free-trade  are 

/  to  know  no  end.  The  constitution  is  to  the  American  people 
a  possession  for  all  ages ;  it  creates  an  indissoluble  union  of  ini- 
perishable  states. 

/        The  federal  republic  will  carry  tranquillity,  and  freedom, 

J  and  order  throughout  its  vast  domain.  Will  it,  within  less 
than  a  century,  extend  its  limits  to  the  capes  of  Florida,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  to  the  region  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
to  California,  to  Oregon,  to  San  Juan?  Will  it  show  all  the 
Spanish  colonies  how  to  transform  themselves  into  independ- 
ent republics  stretching  along  the  Pacific  till  they  turn  Cape 
Horn?    Will  it  be  an  example  to  France,  teaching  its  great 
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benefactor  how  to  gain  free  institations?  In  the  oonntiy 
from  which  it  broke  away  will  it  ajBsist  the  liberal  statesmen  to 
bring  parliament  more  nearly  to  a  representation  of  the  peo- 
ple ?  Will  it  help  the  birthplace  of  the  reformation  to  gather 
together  its  scattered  members  and  become  once  more  an  em- 
pire, with  a  government  so  entirely  the  child  of  the  nation 
that  it  shall  have  bnt  one  hereditary  functionajy,  with  a  fed- 
eral oonncil  or  senate  representing  the  several  states,  and  a 
honse  elected  directly  by  nniversal  snflEraget  Will  it  teach 
England  herself  how  to  give  peace  to  her  gronps  of  colonies, 
her  greatest  achievement,  by  establishing  for  them  a  federal 
republican  dominion,  in  one  continent  at  least  if  not  in  more  ? 
And  will  America  send  manxmutted  dark  men  home  to  their 
native  continent,  to  introduce  there  an  independent  republic 
and  missions  that  may  help  to  civilize  the  races  of  Africa? 

The  philosophy  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  was 
neither  that  of  optimism  nor  of  despair.  Believing  in  the 
justice  of  "  lie  Great  Governor  of  the  world,*'  and  conscious 
of  their  own  honest  zeal  in  the  cause  of  freedom  and  mankind, 
they  looked  with  astonishment  at  their  present  success  and  at 
the  future  with  unclouded  hope. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

THE    LINGESINa    STATES. 

1787  TO  2  August  1788. 

When  the  constitution  was  referred  to  the  states  HamiltOT 
revived  a  long-cherished  plan,  and,  obtaining  the  aid  of  Jay 
and  Madison,  issued  papers  which  he  called  The  Federalist,  to 
prepare  all  the  states  and  the  people  for  accepting  the  deter 
minations  of  the  federal  convention.  Of  its  eighty-five  num- 
bers, Jay  wrote  five,  Madison  twenty-nine,  and  Hamilton  fifty- 
one.*    They  form  a  work  of  enduring  interest,  because  they  are 

*  Mr.  Madison*8  list  of  the  aathon  of  The  Federalist  : 
Number  1  by  A.  H.  No.  2,  J.  J.     No.  8,  J.  J.     No.  4,  J.  J.    No.  6,  J.  J. 

No.6,A.n.  No.rA.H.  No.8,A.n.  No.9,A.n.  No.  10, J. M.  No.  11, A. tt 
No.  12,  A.  n.  Na  18,  A.  H.  No.  14,  J.  M.  No.  15,  A.  H.  No.  1«,  A.  H.  No.  17,  A  tt 
No.  18,  J.  M.  No.  19,  J.  M.  No.  20,  J.  M.  No.  21,  A.  H.  No.  22,  A.  H.  Na  23,  A  a 
No.  24,  A.  H.  No.  25,  A.  H.  No.  26,  A.  H.  No.  27,  A.  H.  No.  28,  A.  H.  No.  29,  A.  TL 
No.  80,  A.  H.  No.  81,  A.  H.  No.  82,  A.  H.  No.  88,  A.  H.  No.  84,  A.  H.  Ko.  S5,  A  H. 
No.  86,  A.  H.  No.  87,  J.  M.  No.  88,  J.  M.  No.  89,  J.  M.  No.  40,  J.  M.  Na  41,  J.  M. 
No.42,  J.M.  No.43,J.M.  No.  44,  J.  M.  No.  45,  J.  M.  No.  46,  J.  M.  Na  47,  J.  M. 
No.  48,  J.  M.  No.  49,  J.  M.  No.  60,  J.  M.  No.  51,  J.  M.  No.  52,  J.  M.  Na  58,  J.  M. 
Na  54,  J.  M.  No.  66,  J.  M.  Na  66,  J.  M.  Na  67.  J.  M.  No.  68,  J.  M.  Na  69,  A.  H. 
No.  60,  A.  n.  Na  61,  A.  H.  No.  62,  J.  M.  Na  68,  J.  M.  Na  64,  J.  J.  Na  65,  A.  U. 
Na  66,  A.  H.  Na  67,  A.  H.  Na  68,  A.  H.  Na  69,  A.  H.  Na  7«\  A.  H.  Na  71,  A.  H. 
Na72,A.H.  No.  78,  A.  H.  Na74,A.H.  No  75,  A.  H.  Na  76,  A.  H.  Na  77,  A.  IL 
Na  78,  A.  H.  Na  79,  A.  H.  Na  80,  A.  H.,  and  to  the  end. 
JVo/tf  in  Mr.  Madi$tm*8  own  hand, 

"Na  18  U  attributed  to  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Madison  jointly.  A.  U.  had 
drawn  np  something  on  the  subjects  of  tWs  (No.  18)  and  the  two  next  Nos.  (W 
and  20).  On  finding  that  J.  M.  was  engaged  in  them  with  larger  materials,  sod 
with  a  view  to  a  more  precise  delineation,  he  put  what  he  had  written  into  the 
hands  of  J.  BI.  It  is  possible,  though  not  recollected,  that  soroethmij  in  ths 
draught  may  have  been  incorporated  into  the  numbers  as  printed.  But  it  «• 
certainly  not  of  a  nature  or  amount  to  affect  the  impression  left  on  the  mind  «f 
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the  earliest  commentary  on  the  new  experiment  of  mankind  in 
establishing  a  republican  government  for  a  country  of  bound- 
less dimensions ;  and  were  written  by  Madison,  who  was  the 
chief  author  of  the  constitution,  and  Hamilton,  who  took  part 
in  its  inception  and  progress. 

Hamilton  dwelt  on  the  defects  of  the  confederation ;  the 
praiseworthy  energy  of  the  new  federal  government;  its  rela- 
tions to  the  public  defence ;  to  the  functions  of  the  executive ; 
to  the  judicial  department,  to  the  treasury ;  and  to  commerce. 
Himself  a  friend  to  the  protection  of  manufactures,  he  con- 
demned ^^  exorbitant  duties  on  imported  articles,"  because  they 
"  beget  smuggling,"  are  "  always  prejudicial  to  the  fair  trader, 
and  eventually  to  the  revenue  itself;"  tend  to  render  "other 
classes  of  the  community  tributary  in  an  improper  degree  to 
the  manufacturing  classes,"  and  to  "  give  them  a  premature 
monopoly  of  the  markets ; "  to  "  force  industiy  out  of  its  meet 
natural  channels,"  and  to  "  oppress  the  merchant."  * 

Madison  commented  with  severe  wisdom  on  its  plan ;  its 
conformity  to  republican  principles;  its  powers;  its  relation 
to  slavery  and  the  slave-trade ;  its  mediating  oflfce  between  the 
union  and  the  states ;  its  tripartite  separation  of  the  depart- 

J.  M.,  from  whose  pen  the  papers  went  to  the  press,  that  they  were  of  th^  class 
written  by  him.  As  the  historical  materials  of  A.  II.,  as  far  as  they  went,  were 
doubtless  similar,  or  the  same  with  those  proYided  by  J.  M.,  and  as  a  like  applica- 
tion of  thcro  probably  occurred  to  both,  an  impression  might  be  left  on  the  mind 
of  A.  H.  that  the  Kos.  in  question  were  written  jointly.  These  remarks  are  made 
as  well  to  account  for  a  statement  to  that  effect,  if  made  by  A.  H.,  as  in  justice  to 
J.  M.,  who,  always  rcgardinf^  them  in  a  different  light,  had  so  stated  them  to  an 
inquiring  friend,  long  before  it  was  known  or  supposed  that  a  different  impres- 
sion existed  anywhere.  (Signed)  J.  M.** 

Thore  exists  no  list  of  the  authors  of  The  Federalist  by  the  hand  of  Hamilton. 
There  exists  no  authentic  copy  of  any  list  that  may  have  been  made  by  Hamilton. 
It  is  a  great  wrong  to  Hamilton's  memory  to  insist  that  he  claimed  the  authorship 
of  papers  which  were  written  for  him  at  his  request  by  another,  and  which  the 
completcst  evidence  prores  that  he  could  not  have  written.  The  list  of  the  au- 
thors of  the  seyeral  papers  given  above  rests  on  the  written  authority  of  Madison. 
From  this  list  Bladison  has  never  been  known  to  vary  in  the  slightest  degree.  The 
correctness  of  his  statement  is  substantiated  beyond  room  for  a  cavil  by  various 
evidence.  Meeting  an  assertion  that  Madison  in  some  paper  in  the  department  of  I 
state  had  changed  one  figure  in  his  list,  I  requested  a  former  secretary  of  state 
to  order  a  search  to  be  made  for  it,  A  search  was  made,  and  no  such  paper  was 
found.  *  The  Federalist,  xxxv. 
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ments ;  and  its  mode  of  conBtracting  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. Hamilton  b^an  the  work  by  sajing  that  a  wrong  deci- 
sion would  not  only  be  *'  the  dismemberment  of  the  union," 
but  ^^  the  general  misfortune  of  mankind ; "  *  he  closed  widi 
the  words :  ^^  A  nation  without  a  national  government  is  in 
awful  spectacle.  The  establishment  of  a  constitution,  in  time 
of  profound  peace,  by  the  voluntary  consent  of  a  whole  people, 
is  a  prodigy,  to  the  completion  of  which  I  look  forward  with 
trembling  anxiety."  f  During  the  time  in  which  the  consti- 
tution was  m  jeopardy  Hamilton  and  Madison  cherished  for 
each  other  intimate  and  affectionate  relations,  differing  in  tem- 
perament, but  one  in  purpose  and  in  action.  To  the  day  of 
their  death  they  both  were  loyally  devoted  to  the  cause  of 
union. 

New  York,  having  the  most  convenient  harbor  for  world- 
wide commerce,  rivers  flowing  directly  to  the  sea,  to  Delaware 
bay,  to  the  Chesapeake,  to  the  Mississippi,  and  to  the  wate^ 
course  of  the  St  Lawrence,  and  having  the  easiest  line  of  com- 
munication from  the  ocean  to  the  great  West,  needed,  m(»e 
than  any  other  state,  an  efficient  general  government;  and  yet 
of  the  tiiirteen  it  was  the  most  stubborn  in  opposition.  More 
than  half  the  goods  consumed  in  Connecticut,  in  New  Jersey, 
in  Vermont,  and  the  western  parts  of  Massachusetts,  were 
bought  within  its  limits  and  paid  an  impost  for  its  use.  J  Dar- 
ing the  war  it  agreed  to  give  congress  power  to  collect  a  five 
per-cent  impost ;  as  soon  as  it  regained  possession  of  the  city 
it  preferred  to  appropriate  the  revenue  to  its  own  purposes; 
and,  as  a  consequence,  the  constitution  called  forth  in  New 
York  the  fiercest  resistance  that  selfish  interests  could  organize. 

To  meet  the  influence  of  The  Federalist,  the  republicans 
published  inflammatory  tracts,  and  circulated  large  editions  of 
the  Letters  from  the  Federal  Farmer  by  Richard  Henry  Lee. 
They  named  themselves  federal  republicans.  Their  election- 
eering centre  was  the  New  York  custom-house,  then  an  insti- 
tution of  the  state  with  John  Lamb  as  collector.  After  the 
fashion  of  the  days  of  danger  they  formed  a  committee  of 
correspondence  and  sought  connections  throughout  the  land. 

•  The  Federalist,  I.  f  The  Federalist,  Ixxxr. 

X  WUllamson  to  Iredell,  1  July  178S.    McBee*B  Iiedell,  it,  227,  228. 
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They  sent  their  own  emissaries  to  attend  the  proceedings  of 
the  Massachusetts  convention,  and,  if  possible,  to  frustrate  its 
acceptance  of  the  union.  Their  letters  received  answers  from 
Lowndes,  from  Henry  and  Grayson,  from  Atherton  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  from  Richard  Henry  Lee,  who  told  them  that 
<<  the  constitution  was  an  elective  despotism." 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  legislature  in  January  1788, 
Clinton  recommended  the  encouragement  of  commerce  and  of 
manufactures,  but  sent  in  the  proceedings  of  the  federal  con- 
vention without  remark.*  All  others  remaining  silent  for 
twenty  days,  Egbert  Benson,  on  the  last  day  of  January,  pro- 
posed a  state  convention  in  the  precise  mode  recommended  by 
congress.  Schoonmaker  offered  a  preamble,  condemning  the 
federal  convention  for  having  exceeded  its  powers.  Benson 
conducted  the  debate  with  rare  ability,  and  the  amended  pre- 
amble gained  but  twenty-five  votes  against  twenty-seven.  Li 
the  senate  the  motion  to  postpone  the  question  mustered  but 
nine  votes  against  ten.  The  convention  was  ordered ;  but  in 
its  choice  the  constitutional  qualifications  of  electors  were 
thrust  aside,  and  every  free  male  citizen  of  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  though  he  had  been  a  resident  but  for  a  day,  might  be 
a  voter  and  be  voted  for. 

According  to  the  wish  of  the  Virginia  opposition,  the  time 
for  the  meeting  of  the  convention  was  delayed  till  the  seven- 
teenth of  June.  Of  its  sixty-fivo  members,  more  than  two 
thirds  were  enemies  to  the  constitution.f  But  it  was  found 
that  the  state  was  divided  geographically.  The  seat  of  oppo- 
sition was  in  Ulster  county,  the  home  of  Governor  Clinton,  and 
it  extended  to  the  coimties  above  it.  The  southern  counties 
on  the  Hudson  river  and  on  Long  Island,  and  the  city  of  New 
York,  were  so  unanimously  for  union  as  to  encourage  the  rumor 
that  they  would  at  all  events  adhere  to  it.  Clinton  himself 
began  to  think  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  state  should  in 
some  form  secure  a  representation  under  the  new  constitution. 

The  greater  number  of  his  friends  were,  like  him,  averse 
to  its  total  rejection ;  but,  while  some  were  willing  to  be  con- 
tent with  recommendatory  amendments,  and  others  with  ex- 
planatory ones,  to  settle  doubtful  constructions,  the  majority 

*  Ind.  Gazetteer,  19  Janoary  1788.  f  namilton,  i.,  464. 
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seemed  unwilling  to  be  reconciled  with  less  than  previooi 
amendments.  All  the  while  the  people  of  the  state  were  drift- 
ing toward  union.* 

On  the  seventeenth  of  Jmie,  fifteen  days  after  the  arpm- 
zation  of  the  Virginia  convention,  that  of  New  York  met  it 
Poughkeepsie  and  unanimouslj  elected  Clinton  as  its  president 
Among  the  delegates  of  the  city  of  New  York  were  Jay,  Chief- 
Justice  Morris,  Hobart,  Livingston,  then  chancellor  of  the  state, 
Duane,  and  Hamilton.  On  the  other  side  the  foremost  men 
were  George  Clinton,  the  governor ;  Yates  and  Lansing,  who 
had  deserted  the  federal  convention  under  the  pretence  that  it 
was  exceeding  its  power ;  Samuel  Jones,  a  member  of  the  Itew 
York  bar,  who  excelled  in  clearness  of  intellect,  moderation,  and 
simplicity  of  character ;  and  Melancthon  Smith,  a  man  of  a 
religious  cast  of  mind,  familiar  with  metaphysical  discussions,  of 
undaunted  courage,  and  gifted  with  the  power  of  moderation.t 

On  the  nineteenth  the  chancellor  opened  the  debate,  low- 
ing the  superiority  of  a  republic  to  a  confederacy.  Without  a 
strong  federal  government  and  union  New  York  was  incapable 
of  self-defence,  and  the  British  posts  within  the  limits  of  the 
state  would  continue  to  form  connections  with  hostile  tribea 
of  Lidians,  and  be  held  in  defiance  of  the  most  solemn  treatiee. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  every  objection  that  bad 
been  made  to  the  constitution  either  in  Massachusetts  or  in 
Virginia  was  strongly  stated ;  and  replied  to.  Lansing,  adhov 
ing  to  the  system  of  the  confederation,  loved  union ;  but  pro- 
fessed to  love  liberty  more.  $  Melancthon  Smith  declared  him- 
self most  strongly  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  union,  and 
refused  to  say  fliat  the  federal  constitution  was  at  war  with 
public  liberty.  Hamilton,  speaking  in  the  spirit  of  gentlenees 
and  wisdom,  contrasted  the  method  of  requisitions  to  be  en- 
forced by  coercion  of  the  states,  with  general  laws  operating 
directly  on  individuals ;  and  he  showed  how  greatly  the  new 
system  excelled  in  simplicity,  in  eflSciency,  in  respect  for  pe^ 
sonal  rights,  in  the  protection  of  the  pubUe  liberty,  and,  above 
all,  in  humanity. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  swift  riders,  dispatched  by  Langdon, 

*  Compare  Jay's  Jay,  I.,  26S. 

t  Thompson'a  LoHg  Island,  il,  504,  605,  495.  t  EUiot,  U^  208-216,  21». 
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bronglit  to  Hamilton  the  tidings  that  New  Hampshire  as  the 
ninth  state  had  assented  to  the  constitution ;  yet  the  vote  did 
not  decide  New  York.  "  Our  chance  of  success  depends  upon 
you,"  wrote  Hamilton  to  Madison.  **  Symptoms  of  relaxation 
in  some  of  the  leaders  authorize  a  gleam  of  hope  if  you  do 
well,  but  certainly  I  think  not  otherwise."  * 

Clinton  claimed  that  he  and  his  own  partisans  were  ^^  the 
friends  to  the  rights  of  mankind;"  their  opponents  'Hhe  ad- 
vocates of  despotism;"  "the  most  that  had  been  said  by  the 
new  government  men  had  been  but  a  second  edition  of  The 
Federalist  well  delivered^  One  of  the  New  York  delegates," 
meaning  Hamilton,  "  had  in  substance,  though  not  explicitly, 
thrown  off  the  mask,  his  arguments  tending  to  show  the  neces- 
sity of  a  consolidated  continental  government  to  the  exclusion 
of  any  state  government." 

On  the  twenty-seventh  Hamilton  replied  by  a  full  declara- 
tion of  his  opinions.  "  The  establishment  of  a  republican  gov- 
ernment on  a  safe  and  solid  basis  is  the  wish  of  every  honest 
man  in  the  United  States,  and  is  an  object,  of  all  others,  the 
nearest  and  most  dear  to  my  own  heart  This  great  purpose 
requires  strength  and  stability  in  the  organization  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  vigor  in  its  operations.  The  state  governments 
are  essentially  necessary  to  the  form  and  spirit  of  the  general 
system.!  With  the  representative  system  a  very  extensive 
country  may  be  governed  by  a  confederacy  of  states  in  which 
the  supreme  legislature  has  only  general  powers,  and  the  civil 
and  domestic  concerns  of  the  people  are  regulated  by  the  laws 
of  the  several  states.  State  governments  must  form  a  leading 
principle.  They  can  never  lose  their  powers  till  the  whole 
people  of  America  are  robbed  of  their  liberties." :{: 

In  answer  to  Hamilton  on  this  and  two  other  occasions, 
Clinton  carefully  set  forth  the  principles  on  which  he  reposed. 
During  the  war  he  had  wished  for  a  strong  federal  govern- 
ment ;  he  still  wished  a  federal  republic  for  the  mutual  pro- 
tection of  the  states  aijid  the  security  of  their  equal  rights.    In 

♦  Hamilton's  Worke,  i.,  462. 

f  Elliot,  ii.,  801,  804.     For  HoroiUon^B  brief  of  his  speeches  in  Jane  [not  of 
those  in  July],  see  Hamilton,  ii.,  463-466. 
}  Elliot,  ii.,  852-855. 
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such  a  confederacy  there  should  be  a  perfect  representation; 
but  of  that  representation  "  the  states  are  the  creative  princi- 
ple," and,  having  equal  rights,  ought  for  their  protection  to  be 
equally  represented.  The  delegates  and  the  senators  of  a  state 
should  be  subject  to  its  instructions  and  liable  to  be  recalled  at 
its  pleasure,  for  the  representation  should  be  an  exact  and  con- 
tinuous representation  of  its  reflection  and  judgment  and  will 
Moreover,  the  senators  should  vote  in  their  place  not  as  indi- 
viduals, but  collectively,  as  the  representation  of  the  state. 
He  vrould  further  have  the  members  of  congress  depend  on  the 
states  for  support.  Above  all,  he  abhorred  the  idea  of  redudng 
the  states  to  the  degraded  situation  of  petty  corporations  and 
rendering  them  liable  to  suits.  "  The  sovereignty  of  the  states 
he  considered  the  only  stable  security  for  the  liberties  of  the 
people  against  the  encroachments  of  power."  * 

On  the  third  of  July,  while  the  convention  was  still  engaged 
in  considering  the  constitution,  and  noting  the  propositions  of 
amendments,  the  decisive  news  of  the  unconditional  ratification 
of  the  constitution  by  Virginia  broke  on  its  members;  and 
from  that  moment  it  was  certain  that  they  would  not  ventore 
to  stand  alone  against  the  judgment  of  every  state  in  New 
England  except  Ehode  Island,  and  every  other  state  except 
North  Carolina.  The  question  at  first  became  whether  the 
constitution  should  be  accepted  with  or  without  previous 
amendments.  On  the  tenth  Lansing  offered  a  bill  of  rights,  to 
which  no  one  objected ;  and  numerous  amendments,!  of  which 
the  class  relating  to  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace,  direct 
taxes,  the  militia,  and  elections  to  congress  were  made  con- 
ditions of  the  ratification.  After  they  were  read,  the  conven- 
tion, on  the  proposal  of  Lansing,  adjourned,  leaving  an  informal 
committee  of  equal  numbers  of  both  parties  to  bring  the  busi- 
ness by  compromise  to  a  quick  and  friendly  decision.  In  the 
committee  Jay  declared  that  the  word  "conditional"  must  be 
erased  before  any  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  amendments. 
As  this  point  was  refused,  the  committee  was  dissolved ;  but 

♦  This  suminarj  of  three  speeches  made  by  Clinton,  one  in  June,  two  In  July 
after  Vii^nia  had  been  heard  from,  is  compiled  from  the  manuscripts  of  Clinton 
preserred  in  the  state  Ubrary  at  Albany. 

t  Pcnn.  Packet,  18  July  1738;  Ind.  Gazetteer,  18  July  1788. 
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already  Melancthon  Smith  and  Samael  Jones  showed  signs  of 
relenting. 

On  the  eleventh  Jay,  taking  the  lead,  moved  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  constitution  and  the  recommendation  of  amend- 
ments. After  a  long  debate,  Melancthon  Smith  interposed 
with  a  resolution  which  meant  in  substance  that  New  York 
would  join  the  union,  reserving  the  right  to  recede  from  it  if 
the  desired  amendments  should  not  be  accepted.  Against  this 
motion  Hamilton,  after  vainly  proposing  a  form  of  ratifica- 
tion *  nearly  similar  to  that  of  Virginia,  spoke  on  Saturday, 
the  nineteenth,  with  such  prevailing  force  that  Smith  con- 
fessed himself  persuaded  to  relinquish  it.  At  this  Lansing 
revived  the  proposition  to  enter  the  union,  but  only  with  a  re- 
served right  to  withdraw  from  it ;  and  on  the  following  Mon- 
day the  question  might  be  taken.f  Madison  having  resumed 
his  place  in  congress,  Hamilton  wrote  in  all  haste  for  his  ad- 
vice. On  Sunday,  Madison  speeded  an  answer  to  Poughkeep- 
sie,  and  on  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  twenty-first,  Hamilton 
read  to  the  convention  its  words,  which  were  as  follows : 

**  My  opinion  is,  that  a  reservation  of  a  right  to  withdraw, 
if  amendments  be  not  decided  on  under  the  form  of  the  con- 
stitution within  a  certain  time,  is  a  conditional  ratification ; 
that  it  does  not  make  New  York  a  member  of  the  new  union, 
and,  consequently,  that  she  could  not  be  received  on  that 
plan.  The  constitution  requires  an  adoption  in  toio  and  for- 
ever. It  has  been  so  adopted  by  the  otlier  states.  An  adop- 
tion for  a  limited  time  would  be  as  defective  as  an  adoption  of 
some  of  the  articles  only.  In  short,  any  condition  whatever 
must  vitiate  the  ratification.  The  idea  of  reserving  a  right 
to  withdraw  was  started  at  Bichmond,  and  considered  as  a 
conditional  ratification,  which  was  itself  abandoned  as  worse 
than  a  rejection."  % 

The  voice  of  Virginia,  heard  through  Madison,  was  effect- 
ive. Following  the  example  of  Massachusetts,  and  appro- 
priating the  words  of  its  governor,  on  the  twenty-third  Samuel 

♦Hamnton,  11,467-471. 

f  For  the  latter  part  of  tho  conyention  there  is  need  to  resort  to  the  Pcnn. 
Packet  and  the  Independent  Oazetteer  for  July  1788,  where  details  are  given. 
X  IIamllton*8  Works,  L,  466. 
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JoDes,  sapportcd  by  Melancthon  Smith,  proposed,  like  Qui- 
cock,  to  make  no  ^^  condition  "  and  to  ratify  the  constitatioQ 
^^  in  fall  confidence  "  of  the  adoption  of  all  needed  amend- 
ments. Lansing's  motion  for  conditions  was  negatived  in 
committee  by  a  vote  of  thirty-one  to  twenty-eight,  and  on 
Friday,  the  twenty-fifth,  the  convention  agreed  to  the  report 
of  its  committee  of  the  whole  in  favor  of  the  form  of  Samad 
Jones  and  Melancthon  Smith  by  thirty  yeas  to  twenty-five 
nays,  the  largest  vote  on  any  close  division  dm*ing  the  whole 
session.  This  vote  was  purchased  at  the  price  of  coosentiiig 
to  the  unanimous  resolution,  that  a  circular  letter  be  prepared 
to  be  laid  before  the  different  legisUtures  of  the  United  States 
recommending  a  general  convention  to  act  upon  the  proposed 
amendments  of  the  different  legislatures  of  the  United  Statea 
On  Saturday,  the  twenty-sixth,  tho  form  of  ratification  of  the 
constitution  was  agreed  to  by  a  vote  of  thirty  against  twen^ 
seven.  More  persons  were  absent  from  the  vote  than  would 
have  been  necessary  to  change  it.  On  the  following  Mondaj 
New  York  invited  the  governors  of  the  several  states  in  tho 
union  to  take  immediate  and  effectual  measures  for  calling  a 
second  federal  convention  to  amend  the  constitution.  "We 
are  unanimous,"  said  Clinton,  ^'in  thinking  this  measore 
very  conducive  to  national  harmony  and  good  government" 
Madison,  as  he  read  the  letter,  called  the  proposal  a  pestilent 
one,  and  Washington  was  touched  with  sorrow  at  the  thon^t 
that  just  as  the  constitution  was  about  to  anchor  in  harbor  it 
might  be  driven  back  to  sea. 

But  the  city  of  New  York  set  no  bounds  to  its  gladness  at 
the  acceptance  of  the  constitution ;  the  citizens  paraded  in  t 
procession  unrivalled  in  splendor.  The  miniature  ship  which 
was  drawn  through  the  streets  bore  the  name  of  Hamilton. 
For  him  this  was  his  happiest  moment  of  imclouded  tn- 
umph. 

North  Carolina  held  its  ccmvention  before  the  result  in 

New  York  was  known.    The  state  wanted  geographical  unity. 

.  A  part  of  its  territory  west  of  the  mountains  had  an  irregular 

[Separate  organization  under  the  name  of  Frankland.    Of  the 

'rest  there  was  no  natural  centre  from  which  a  general  opinion 

could  emanate ;  besides,  toward  the  general  government  the 
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state  was  delinquent,  and  it  had  not  yet  shaken  from  itself  the 
bewildering  influence  of  paper  money. 

**  In  this  crisis,"  wrote  Washington,  "  the  wisest  way  for 
North  Carolina  will  be  to  adjourn  imtil  the  people  in  some 
parts  of  the  state  can  consider  the  magnitude  of  the  question 
and  the  consequences  involved  in  it,  more  coolly  and  delib- 
erately." *  The  convention,  whidi  consisted  of  two  hundred 
and  eighty-four  members,  assembling  on  the  twenty-flrst  of 
July,  elected  as  its  president  Johnston,  then  governor  of  the 
state,  organized  itself  with  tranquillity  and  dignity,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  discuss  the  constitution  in  committee,  clause  by 
clause.  The  convention  employed  eight  days  in  its  able  de- 
bates, of  which  very  full  and  fair  accounts  have  been  pre- 
served. 

First  among  the  federalists,t  and  the  master  mind  of  the 
convention,  was  James  Iredell,  who,  before  he  was  forty  years 
old,  was  placed  by  Washington  on  the  supreme  bench  of  the 
United  States.  He  was  supported  by  William  Richardson 
Davie,  who  had  gained  honor  in  the  war  and  at  the  bar,  and 
afterward  held  high  places  in  North  Carolina  and  in  the  union ; 
by  Samuel  Johnston,  Archibald  Maclaine,  and  Elcliard  Dobbs 
Spaight. 

The  other  side  was  led  by  Willie  Jones  of  Halifax,  noted 
for  wealth  and  aristocratic  habits  and  tastes,  yet  by  nature  a 
steadfast  supporter  of  the  principles  of  democracy.  X  He  was 
sustained  by  Samuel  Spencer  of  Anson,  a  man  of  candor  and 
moderation,  and  as  a  debater  far  superior  to  his  associates ;  by 
David  Caldwell  from  Guilford,  a  Presbyterian  divine,  fertile 
in  theories  and  tenacious  of  them ;  and  by  Timothy  Bloodworth, 
a  former  member  of  congress,  who  as  a  preacher  abounded  in 
offices  of  charity,  as  a  politician  dreaded  the  subjection  of 
southern  to  northern  interests. 

The  friends  of  the  constitution  had  the  advantage  of  spread- 
ing their  arguments  before  the  people;  on  the  other  side 
Willie  Jones,  who  held  in  his  hand  the  majority  of  the  con- 
vention, citing  the  wish  of  Jefferson  that  nine  states  might 

♦Sparkfsix.,  890,  891. 

f  McRee'B  Iredell,  ii.,  1 80-183;  for  instruction  an  inraluable  work. 

t  McRec's  Iredell,  ii.,  282 ;  Moore's  N.  C,  i.,  884. 
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ratify  the  constitution,  and  the  rest  hold  aloof  for  amendmenta, 
answered  in  this  wise :  ^^  We  do  not  determine  on  the  constt- 
tution  ;  we  neither  reject  nor  adopt  it ;  we  leave  onrselves  at 
liberty;  there  is  no  donbt  we  shall  obtain  onr  amendments 
and  come  into  the  union,'* 

At  his  word  the  convention  on  the  first  of  Augnst  deferred 
the  ratification  of  the  constitution,  and  proposed  amcndmails 
by  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  votes  against  eighty-four. 
But  harmony  between  the  state  and  the  new  federal  govern- 
ment was  pre-established  by  a  rule  adopted  on  the  next  daj, 
that  any  impost  which  congress  might  ordain  for  the  union 
should  be  collected  in  North  Carolina  by  the  state  "for  the  nse 
of  congress/' 

The  scales  were  ready  to  drop  from  the  eyes  of  Ehode 
Island.  That  state,  although  it  had  taken  no  part  in  the  fed- 
eral convention  and  for  a  year  and  more  had  neglected  to  at- 
tend in  congress,  watched  without  disapprobation  the  great 
revolution  that  was  taking  place.  Neither  of  the  two  states 
which  lingered  behind  remonstrated  against  the  establishment 
of  a  new  government  before  their  consent ;  nor  did  they  ask 
the  United  States  to  wait  for  them.  The  worst  that  can  be 
said  of  them  is,  that  they  were  late  in  arriving. 
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CHAPTER  m. 

THE  FEDBBAL   OOYEENMENT  OF  THE   UNITED  STATES. 

1788  TO  5  May  1789. 

It  was  time  for  America  to  be  known  abroad  as  a  nation. 
The  statesmen  of  France  reproached  her  unsparingly  for  fail- 
ing in  her  pecnniarj  engagements.  Boatmen  who  bore  the 
flag  of  the  United  States  on  the  father  of  rivers  were  fearlessly 
arrested  by  Spain,  while  Don  Gardoqni,  its  agent,  in  private 
conversation  tempted  the  men  of  Kentucky  "  to  declare  them- 
selves independent "  by  the  assurance  that  he  was  authorized 
to  treat  with  them  as  a  separate  power  respecting  commerce 
and  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.''^ 

The  colonists  in  Kova  Scotia  were  already  absorbing  a  part 
of  south-eastern  Maine,  and  inventing  false  excuses  for  doing 
so.  Great  Britain  decUned  to  meet  her  own  obligations  with 
regard  to  the  slaves  whom  she  had  carried  away,  and  who 
finally  formed  the  seed  of  a  British  colony  at  Sierra  Leone. 
She  did  not  give  up  her  negotiations  with  the  men  of  Vei^ 
mont  She  withheld  the  interior  posts,  belonging  to  the  United 
States ;  in  the  commission  for  the  government  of  Upper  Canar 
da  she^  kept  out  of  sight  the  line  of  boundary,  in  order  that  the 
commanding  officer  might  not  scrapie  to  crowd  the  Americans 
away  from  access  to  their  inland  water-line,  and  thus  debar 
them  from  their  rightful  share  in  the  fur-trade.  She  was  all 
the  while  encouraging  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  bounds  of 
New  York  and  to  the  south  of  the  western  lakes  to  assert  their 
independence.  Hearing  of  the  discontent  of  the  Kentuckians 
and  the  men  of  west  North  Carolina,  she  sought  to  foment  the 

*  Letters  to  WaBhington,  iv.,  248. 
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passions  which  might  hnrrj  them  out  of  the  unioiiy  as  far  as  it 
could  be  doDO  without  promising  them  protection. 

In  England  John  Adams  had,  in  1786,  vainly  explained  ti» 
expectation  of  congress  that  a  British  plenipotentiary  minister 
should  be  sent  to  the  United  States.*  The  bills  reguU^ing  New- 
foundland and  intercourse  with  America  were  under  the  lead- 
ership of  the  same  Jenkinson  who  had  prepared  the  stamp  act; 
and,  with  the  acquiescence  of  Pitt,  the  men  and  the  principles 
which  had  governed  British  policy  toward  America  for  most 
of  the  last  twenty  years  still  prevailed-f  In  February  1788 
the  son  of  George  G-renville,  speaking  for  the  ministry  in  the 
house  of  commons,  said  :  "  Great  Britain,  ever  since  the  pease, 
has  condescended  to  favor  the  United  States.'':^  Moreover, 
the  British  government  would  take  no  notice  of  American 
remonstrances  against  the  violations  of  the  treaty  of  peace. 
Self-respect  and  patriotic  pride  forbade  John  Adams  to  re- 
main. 

Adams  and  Jefferson  had  exchanged  with  each  other  thdr 
portraits,  as  lasting  memorials  of  friendship ;  and  Adams,  on 
leaving  Europe,  liad  but  two  regrets :  one,  the  opportmiity  of 
research  in  books ;  the  other,  that  immediate  correspondence 
with  Jefferson  which  he  cherished  as  one  of  the  most  agreeable 
events  in  his  life.  '*  A  seven  months'  intimacy  with  him  here 
and  as  many  weeks  in  London  have  given  me  opportunities  of 
studying  him  closely,"  wrote  Jefferson  to  Madison.  "  He  is 
vain,  irritable,  and  a  bad  calculator  of  the  force  and  probable 
effect  of  the  motives  which  govern  men.  This  is  all  the  ill 
which  can  possibly  be  said  of  him.  Ho  is  disinterested,  pro- 
found in  his  views,  and  accurate  in  his  judgment,  except 
where  knowledge  of  the  world  is  necessary  to  form  a  judg- 
ment He  is  so  amiable  that  you  will  love  him,  if  ever  you 
become  acquainted  with  him.''  * 

In  America  the  new  constitution  was  rapidly  conciliating 
the  affections  of  the  people.  Union  had  been  held  dear  ever 
since  it  was  formed ;  and  now  that  the  constitution  was  its 

*  Adams  to  CanDarthcn,  6  February  17S6. 
t  Adams  to  Jay,  27  February  1780. 

}  Speech  of  GrenTlIlo,  11  February  1788.    Almon's  Parliamentary  Bcglstcii 
28,  p.  179.  •  Jefferson,  il,  107. 
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snrest  guarantee,  no  party  conld  sacceed  whicli  did  not  inscribe 
union,  and  with  union  the  constitution,  on  its  banner.  In 
S^tember  1788  the  dissidents  of  Pennsylvania  held  a  con- 
fer^ice  at  Harrisbnig.  With  the  delegates  from  beyond  the 
mountains  came  Albert  Gallatin,  a  native  of  Geneva,  and  edu- 
cated there  in  a  republic  of  a  purely  federal  form.  Their  pro- 
ceedings bear  the  marks  of  his  mind.  They  resolved  for 
themselves  and  recommended  to  all  others  to  acquiesce  in  the 
organization  of  the  government  under  ^^the  federal  constitu- 
tion, of  which  the  ratification  had  formed  a  new  era  in  the 
American  world ; "  they  asked,  however,  for  its  speedy  revision 
by  a  general  convention.  All  their  actions  were  kept  within 
the  bounds  of  legality.* 

In  Yirginia  there  had  been  a  great  vibration  of  opinion. 
Its  assembly,  which  met  on  the  twentieth  of  October  1788, 
was  the  first  to  take  into  consideration  the  proposal  for  another 
federal  convention.  The  enemies  to  the  government  formed  a 
decided  majority  of  the  legislaturcf  Ko  one  of  its  members 
was  able  to  encounter  Patrick  Henry  in  debate,  and  his  edicts 
were  registered  without  opposition.  X  He  had  only  to  say, 
^^  Let  this  be  law,"  and  it  became  law.  Taking  care  to  set  forth 
that  so  far  as  it  depended  on  Yirginia  the  new  plan  of  govern- 
ment would  be  carried  into  immediate  operation,  the  assembly, 
on  the  thirtieth,  proposed  a  second  federal  convention,  and  in- 
vited the  concurrence  of  eveiy  other  state.^  Madison  was 
the  fittest  man  in  the  union  to  be  of  the  senate  of  the  United 
States :  Henry,  on  the  eighth  of  November,  after  pouring  forth 
a  declamation  against  his  federal  principles,  |  nominated  Bich- 
ard  Henry  Lee  and  Grayson  for  the  two  senators  from  Vir- 
ginia, and  they  were  chosen  at  his  bidding.  He  divided  the 
state  into  districts,  cunningly  restricting  each  of  them  to  its 
own  inhabitants  in  the  choice  of  its  representative,  and  taking 
care  to  compose  the  district  in  which  Madison  would  be  a 
candidate  out  of  counties  which  were  thought  to  be  unfriendly 

*  Life  of  Gallatin  bj  Hemy  Adams,  77 ;  EUiot,  11.,  644. 
t  Madison,  i,  486,  487. 

t  Washington  to  Madison,  17  Noyember  1788.  Tobias  Lear  to  Langdon,  81 
January  1789. 

•  Kives's  Ma^Bson.  ii.,  646.  i  Madison,  L,  448,  444. 
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to  federalism.  Assnred  by  these  iniquitous  preparations)  Uon- 
Toe,  without  scrapie,  took  the  field  against  Madison. 

In  Connecticut,  in  October,  the  circular  letter  of  "New  Toik 
had  a  reading  among  other  public  communications,  but  ^no 
anti-f ederalist  had  hardiness  enough  to  call  it  up  for  consideiB- 
tion  or  to  speak  one  word  of  its  subject"  * 

The  legislature  of  Massachusetts  concurred  with  Hancock, 
the  governor,  that  an  immediate  second  federal  conventioo 
might  endanger  the  union.f  The  legislature  of  FennsylYanii 
put  the  question  at  rest  by  saying :  "  The  house  do  not  potseiTe 
this  constitution  wanting  in  any  of  those  fundamental  prindpleB 
which  are  calculated  to  ensure  the  liberties  of  their  countiy. 
The  happiness  of  America  and  the  harmony  of  the  union  depoid 
upon  sufiering  it  to  proceed  undisturbed  in  its  operation  bj 
premature  amendments.  The  house  cannot,  consistently  wiA 
their  duty  to  the  good  people  of  this  state  or  with  their  affection 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  large,  concur  with  Yiiginii 
in  their  application  to  congress  for  a  convention  of  the  states." 
This  vote  Mifflin,  the  governor,  early  in  March  1789,  com- 
municated to  the  governor  of  Virginia,  J  and  the  subject  ww 
heard  of  no  more. 

Congress,  as  early  as  the  second  of  July  1788,  was  notified 
that  the  constitution  had  received  the  approval  of  nine  states; 
but  they  wasted  two  months  in  wrangling  about  the  peraiar 
nent  seat  of  the  federal  government,  and  at  last  could  agree 
only  on  New  York  as  its  resting-place.  Not  till  the  thirtewith 
of  September  was  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  following  Janu- 
ary appointed  for  the  choice  of  electors  of  president  in  the 
several  states ;  and  the  first  Wednesday  in  March,  which  in 
that  year  was  the  fourth,  for  commencing  proceedings  under 
the  constitution.  The  states,  each  for  itsd^  appointed  the 
times  and  places  for  electing  senators  and  representatiTes. 

The  interest  of  the  elections  centred  in  New  York,  Vir- 
ginia, and  South  Carolina.  In  four  districts  out  of  the  ox 
into  which  New  York  waa  divided  the  federalists  elected  their 

♦  TnunbuU  to  Washington,  28  October  1788.    Letters  to  Washingtoo,  it, 
238. 

t  New  York  Daily  Gazette  of  17  February  1789. 
i  FennaylTania  Ai^hives,  zL,  657,  558. 
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candidates.  Having  in  the  state  legislatnre  bnt  a  bare  ma- 
jority in  the  senate,  while  their  opponents  outnumbered  them 
in  the  house,  each  branch  made  a  nomination  of  senators ;  but 
the  senate  refused  to  go  into  a  joint  ballot  For  this  there 
was  the  excuse  that  the  time  for  a  new  election  was  close  at 
hand.  But  the  senate  further  refused  to  meet  the  house  for 
the  choice  of  electors  of  president,  and  this  was  an  act  of  fac- 
tion. 

The  star  of  Hamilton  was  then  in  the  ascendant,  and  he 
controlled  the  federalists ;  but  only  to  make  his  singular  in- 
capacity to  conduct  a  party  as  apparent  as  his  swiftness  and 
power  of  thought  He  excluded  the  family  of  the  living- 
stons  from  influence..  To  defeat  CUnton's  re-election  as  gov- 
ernor, he  stepped  into  the  camp  of  his  opponents,  and  with 
Aaron  Burr  and  other  anti-federalists  selected  for  tiieir  candi- 
date Bobert  Yates,  who  had  deserted  his  post  in  the  federal 
convention,  but  had  since  avowed  the  opinion  which  was  held 
by  every  one  in  the  state  that  the  new  constitution  should  be 
supported.  New  York  at  the  moment  was  thoroughly  federal, 
yet  Clinton  escaped  defeat  through  the  attachment  of  his  own 
county  of  Ulster  and  the  insigniiicance  of  his  opponent,  while 
the  federalists  were  left  without  any  state  organization.  In 
the  new  legislature  both  branches  were  federal,  and,  at  the  be- 
hest of  Hamilton,  against  the  remonstrances  of  Morgan  Lewis 
and  others,  Bufus  King,  on  his  transfer  of  residence  from 
Massachusetts  to  New  York,  received  the  unexampled  wel- 
come of  an  immediate  election  with  Schuyler  to  the  senate. 

In  Virginia,  Madison  went  into  the  counties  that  were  re- 
lied on  to  defeat  him,  reasoned  with  the  voters  face  to  face, 
and  easily  won  the  day.  Of  the  ten  delegates  from  the  state, 
seven  were  federalists,  of  whom  one  was  from  Kentucky. 
South  Carolina  elected  avowed  anti-federaUsts,  except  Butler, 
of  the  senate,  who  had  conceded  many  points  to  bring  about 
the  union,  and  yet  very  soon  took  the  alarm  that  "  the  southern 
interest  waa  imperilled."  * 

Under  the  constitution  the  house  of  representatives  formed 
a  quorum  on  the  first  of  April  1789.  The  senate  on  the  sixth 
chose  John  Langdon  of  New  Hampshire  its  president  The 
*  neroe  Butler  to  Ii^dell,  in  Life  of  Iredell,  ii.,  264,  266. 
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house  of  representatdveB  was  immediately  summoned,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  two  branches  he  opened  and  connted  the  TotesL 
Every  one  of  the  sixty-nine,  cast  by  the  ten  states  which  took 
part  in  the  election,  was  for  Washington.  John  Adams  hid 
thirty-four  votes ;  and  as  no  other  obtained  more  than  nine,  he 
was  declared  to  be  the  vice-president  The  house  devolyed 
upon  the  senate  the  ofSce  of  conmiunicating  the  result  to  tfuse 
who  had  been  chosen ;  and  proceeded  to  business. 

^I  foresee  contentions,"  wrote  Madison,  ''first  between 
federal  and  anti-federal  parties,  and  then  between  northern  and 
sonthem  parties,  which  give  additional  disagreeableneas  to  the 
prospect"  ♦  The  events  of  the  next  seventy  years  cast  thdr 
shadows  before.  Madison  revived  the  bill  which  he  had  pre- 
sented to  congress  on  the  eighteenth  of  March  1783,  for  duties 
on  imports,  adding  to  it  a  discriminating  duty  on  tonnage. 
For  an  immediate  pnbUc  revenue,  Lawrence  of  New  York 
proposed  a  general  duty  ad  valorem.  England  herself,  by  re- 
straining and  even  prohibiting  the  domestic  industry  of  the 
Americans  so  long  as  they  remained  in  the  condition  of  colonial 
dependence,  had  trained  them  to  consider  the  establishment  of 
home  manufactures  as  an  act  of  patriotic  resistance  to  tyranny. 
Fitzsimons  of  Pennsylvania  disproved  of  a  uniform  ad  valo- 
rem duty  on  all  imports.  He  said :  "  I  have  in  contemplation 
to  encourage  domestic  manufactures  by  protecting  duties." 
Tncker  of  South  Carolina  enforced  the  necessity  of  great  de- 
liberation by  calling  attention  to  the  antagonistic  interests  of 
the  eastern,  middle,  and  sonthem  states  in  the  article  of  ton- 
nage. Bondinot  of  JSTew  Jersey  wished  glass  to  be  taxed,  for 
there  were  already  several  manufactures  of  it  in  the  country. 
*^  We  are  able,"  said  Hartley  of  Pennsylvania,  "to  furnish 
some  domestic  manufactures  in  sufficient  quantity  to  answer 
the  consumption  of  the  whole  union,  and  to  work  up  our  stock 
of  materials  even  for  exportation.  In  these  cases  I  take  it  to 
be  the  policy  of  free,  eiilightened  nations  to  give  their  manu- 
&ctures  that  encouragement  necessary  to  perfect  them  without 
oppressing  the  other  parts  of  the  conmiunity." 

"  We  must  consider  the  general  interests  of  the  union," 
said  Madison,  "as  much  as  the  local  or  state  interest    My 

*  Madison,  L,  450,  461. 
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general  principle  is  that  commerce  onght  to  be  free,  and  labor 
and  industry  left  at  large  to  find  their  proper  object.''  But  he 
admitted  that  ^  the  interests  of  the  states  which  are  ripe  for 
manufactures  ought  to  have  attention,  as  the  power  of  protect- 
ing and  cherishing  them  has  by  the  present  constitution  been 
taken  from  the  states  and  its  exercise  thrown  into  other  hands* 
Begulations  in  some  of  the  states  have  produced  establishments 
which  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  perish  from  the  alteration 
which  has  taken  place,  while  some  manufactures  being  once 
formed  can  adyance  toward  perfection  without  any  adventitious 
idd.  Some  of  the  propositions  may  be  productive  of  revenue 
and  some  may  protect  our  domestic  manufactures,  though  the 
latter  subject  ought  not  to  be  too  confusedly  blended  with  the 
former."  "I,"  said  Tucker,  "am  opposed  to  high  duties  be- 
cause they  will  introduce  and  establish  a  system  of  smuggling, 
and  because  they  tend  to  the  oppression  of  citizens  and  states 
to  promote  the  benefit  of  other  states  and  other  classes  of  citi- 
zens." * 

The  election  to  the  presidency  found  "Washington  prepared 
with  a  federal  policy,  which  was  the  result  of  long  meditation. 
He  was  resolved  to  preserve  freedom,  never  transcending  the 
powers  delegated  by  the  constitution ;  even  at  the  cost  of  life 
to  uphold  the  union,  a  sentiment  which  in  him  had  a  tinge  of 
anxiety  from  his  thorough  acquaintance  with  what  Grayson 
called  "the  southern  genius  of  America ; "  to  restore  the  pub- 
lic finances ;  to  establish  in  the  foreign  relations  of  the  country 
a  thoroughly  American  system ;  and  to  preserve  neutrality  in 
the  impending  conflicts  between  nations  in  Europe. 

Across  the  Atlantic  AJfieri  cried  out  to  him :  "  Happy  are 
you,  who  have  for  the  sublime  and  permanent  basis  of  your 
glory  the  love  of  country  demonstrated  by  deeds." 

On  the  fourteenth  of  April  he  received  the  ofScial  an- 
nouncement of  his  recall  to  the  public  service,  and  was  at  ten 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth  on  his  way.  Though 
reluctant  "  in  the  evening  of  life  to  exchange  a  peaceful  abode 
for  an  ocean  of  diflSculties,"  he  bravely  said :  "  Be  the  voyage 
long  or  short,  although  I  may  be  deserted  by  aU  men,  integrity 
and  firmness  shall  never  forsake  me." 

*  Annals  of  CJongress,  i.,  291. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


470  THE  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT.         b.t.;oh.iil 

Bnt  for  him  the  country  could  not  have  achieved  its  inde- 
pendence ;  bnt  for  him  it  could  not  have  formed  its  nm<m; 
and  but  for  him  it  could  not  have  Bet  the  federal  governing 
in  successful  motion.  His  journey  to  Kew  York  was  one  ccm- 
tinned  march  of  triumph.  All  the  way  he  was  met  with  ad- 
dresses from  the  citizens  of  various  towns,  from  societies,  nni- 
versitieB,  and  churches. 

His  neighbors  of  Alexandria  crowded  round  him  wilh  the 
strongest  personal  affection,  saying :  ^^  Farewell,  and  make  a 
grateful  people  happy ;  and  may  the  Being  who  maketh  and 
unmaketh  at  his  will,  restore  to  us  again  the  best  of  men  and 
the  most  beloved  fellow-citizen.''  * 

To  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  Washington  said :  '^  I  hold  it 
of  little  moment  if  the  close  of  my  life  shall  be  embittered, 
provided  I  shall  have  been  instrumental  in  securing  the  HW 
ties  and  promoting  the  happiness  of  the  American  people."! 

He  assured  the  society  for  promoting  domestic  manufac- 
tures in  Delaware  that  "  tiie  promotion  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures may  naturally  be  expected  to  flow  from  an  energetic 
government ; ''  and  he  promised  to  give  "  a  decided  preference 
to  the  produce  and  fabrics  of  America."  ^ 

At  Philadelphia,  "  ahnost  overwhelmed  with  a  sense  of  the 
divine  mxmificence,"  he  spoke  words  of  hope:  "The  most 
gracious  Being,  who  has  Utherto  watched  over  the  interests 
and  averted  the  perils  of  the  United  States,  will  never  suffer 
so  fair  an  inheritance  to  become  a  prey  to  anarchy  or  despot- 
ism." * 

At  Trenton  he  was  met  by  a  party  of  matrons  and  their 
daughters,  dressed  in  white,  strewing  flowers  before  him,  and 
singing  an  ode  of  welcome  to  "the  mighty  chief"  who  had 
rescued  them  from  a  "mercenary  foe." 

Embarking  at  Elizabeth  Point  in  a  new  bai^,  manned  by 
pilots  dressed  in  white,  he  cleaved  his  course  swiftly  across  the 
bay,  between  gayly  decorated  boats,  filled  with  gazers  who 
cheered  him  with  instrumental  music,  or  broke  out  in  songs. 
As  he  touched  the  soil  of  New  York  he  was  welcomed  by  the 
two  houses  of  congress,  by  the  governor  of  the  state,  by  the 

*  Sparks,  zil,  180,  note.  |  Sparks,  ziL,  141. 

t  Sparks,  xil,  140, 141.  «  Sparks,  ziL,  145. 
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magistrates  of  the  city,  bj  its  people ;  and  so  attended  he  pro- 
ceeded on  foot  to  the  modest  mansion  lately  occupied  by  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  confederate  congress.  On  that  day  he 
dined  with  Clinton;  in  the  evening  the  city  was  illmninated. 
The  senate,  under  die  influence  of  John  Adams  and  the  per- 
sistency of  Bichard  Henry  Lee,  would  hare  given  him  the  title 
of  " Highness;'*  but  the  house,  supported  by  the  true  repub- 
lican simplicity  of  the  man  whom  they  both  wished  to  honor, 
insisted  on  the  simple  words  of  the  constitution,  and  prevailed. 

On  the  thirtieth,  the  day  appointed  for  the  inauguration, 
Washington,  being  fiftynseven  years,  two  months,  and  eight 
days  old,  was  ceremoniously  received  by  the  two  houses  in  the 
hall  of  the  senate.  Stepping  out  to  the  middle  compartment 
of  a  balcony,  which  had  been  raised  in  front  of  it,  he  found 
before  him  a  dense  throng  extending  to  Broad  street,  and  fill- 
ing Wall  street  to  Broadway.  All  were  hushed  as  Livingston, 
the  chancellor  of  the  state,  administered  the  oath  of  office ;  but 
when  he  cried :  "Long  live  George  Washington,  President  of 
the  United  States !"  the  air  was  rent  with  huzzas,  which  were 
repeated  as  Washington  bowed  to  the  multitude. 

Then  returning  to  the  senate-chamber,  with  an  aspect  grave 
ahnost  to  sadness  and  a  voice  deep  and  tremulous,  he  addressed 
the  two  houses,  confessing  his  distrust  of  his  own  endowments 
and  his  inexperience  in  civil  administration.  The  magnitude 
and  difficulty  of  the  duties  to  which  his  country  had  called  him 
weighed  upon  him  so  heavily  that  he  shook  as  he  proceeded : 
"  It  would  be  peculiarly  improper  to  omit,  in  this  first  official 
act,  my  fervent  supplications  to  that  Almighty  Being  who 
presides  in  the  councils  of  nations,  that  his  benediction  may 
consecrate  to  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  a  government  instituted  by  themselves.  No 
people  can  be  bound  to  acknowledge  the  invisible  hand  which 
conducts  the  affidrs  of  men  more  than  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Every  step  by  which  they  have  advanced  to 
the  character  of  an  independent  nation  seems  to  have  been 
distinguished  by  some  token  of  providential  agency.  There 
exists  in  the  economy  of  nature  an  indissoluble  union  between 
an  honest  and  magnanimous  policy  and  public  prosperity. 
Heaven  can  never  smile  on  a  nation  that  disregards  the  eternal 
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roles  of  order  and  right.  The  preservation  of  liberty,  and  the 
destiny  of  the  republican  model  of  government,  are  justly  ooo- 
sidered  as  deeply,  perhaps  as  finally,  staked  on  the  experimest 
introsted  to  the  American  people." 

At  the  close  of  the  ceremony  the  president  and  bo& 
branches  of  congress  were  escorted  to  the  dimxdi  of  St  Fin], 
where  the  chaplain  of  the  senate  read  prayers  suited  to  lie 
occasion,  after  which  they  all  attended  the  presid^t  to  his 
ntiansion. 

^^  Every  one  without  exception,"  so  reports  the  Fiendi 
minister  to  his  government,*  ^^  appeared  penetrated  with  vea- 
eration  for  the  illustrious  chief  of  the  republic  The  hnmhleit 
was  proud  of  the  virtues  of  the  man  who  was  to  govern  him. 
Tears  of  joy  were  seen  to  flow  in  the  haU  of  the  senate,  at 
church,  and  even  in  the  streets,  and  no  sovereign  ever  rdgned 
more  completely  in  the  hearts  of  his  subjects  than  Washing- 
ton in  the  hearts  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Nature,  whieh  had 
given  him  the  talent  to  goyem,  distinguished  him  from  all  othen 
by  his  appearance.  He  had  at  once  the  soul,  the  look,  and 
the  figure  of  a  hero.  He  never  appeared  embarrassed  at  hoia- 
age  rendered  him,  and  in  his  manners  he  had  the  advantage 
of  joining  dignity  to  great  simplicity." 

To  the  president's  inaugural  speech  one  branch  of  the 
legislature  thus  responded:  ^^  The  senate  will  at  all  times  ch6e^ 
fully  cooperate  in  every  measure  which  may  strengths  Ae 
union  and  perpetuate  tiie  liberties  of  this  great  oonfedeiated 
republic." 

The  representatives  of  the  American  people  likewise  ad- 
dressed him :  "  With  you  we  adore  the  invisible  hand  which 
has  led  the  American  people  through  so  many  difSeoltieB;  and 
we  cherish  a  conscious  responsibility  for  the  destiny  of  repnb- 
lican  liberty.  We  join  in  your  fervent  supplication  for  our 
country ;  and  we  add  our  own  for  the  choicest  blessings  of 
heaven  on  the  most  beloved  of  her  citizens." 

In  the  same  moments  of  the  fifth  day  of  May  1789,  when 
these  words  were  reported,  the  ground  was  trembling  beneath 
the  arbitrary  goyemments  of  Europe  as  Louis  XVL  pro- 
ceeded to   open  the  states-general  of  France.    The  day  of 

*  KoQ8tier*B  report  on  the  Inftnguratfon  of  the  president  of  the  United  States. 
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wrath,  against  which  Leibnitz  had  warned  the  monarchs  of 
Enrope,  was  beginning  to  break,  and  its  judgments  were  to 
be  the  more  terrible  for  the  long  delay  of  its  coming.  The 
great  Frederick,  who  alone  of  them  all  had  lived  and  toiled 
for  the  good  of  his  land,  described  the  degeneracy  and  insig- 
nificance of  his  fellow-rulers  with  cynical  scorn.  Not  one  of 
them  had  a  sormise  that  the  only  sufficient  reason  for  the  ex- 
istence of  a  king  lies  in  his  usefulness  to  the  people.  Nor  did 
they  spare  one  another.  The  law  of  morality  was  never  suf- 
fered to  restrain  the  passion  for  conquest  Austria  preyed 
upon  Italy  until  Alfieri  could  only  say,  in  his  despair,  that 
despotic  power  had  left  him  no  country  to  serve ;  nor  did  the 
invader  permit  the  thought  that  an  Italian  could  have  a  right 
to  a  country.  The  heir  in  the  only  line  of  protestant  kings 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  too  blind  to  see  that  he  would  one 
day  be  stripped  of  the  chief  part  of  his  own  share  in  the 
spoils,  joined  with  two  other  robbers  to  divide  the  country  of 
Kosciuszko.  In  Holland  dynastic  interests  were  betraying  the 
welfare  of  the  republic.  All  faith  was  dying  out ;  and  self, 
in  its  eagerness  for  pleasure  or  advantage,  stifled  the  voice  of 
justice.  The  atheism  of  the  great,  who  lived  without  God 
in  the  world,  concealed  itself  under  siiperstitious  observances 
which  were  enforced  by  an  inquisition  that  sought  to  rend  be- 
liefs from  the  soul,  and  to  suppress  inquiry  by  torments  which 
surpassed  the  worst  cruelties  that  savages  could  invent  Even 
in  Great  Britain  all  the  branches  of  government  were  con- 
trolled by  the  aristocracy,  of  which  the  more  liberal  party  could 
in  that  generation  have  no  hope  of  being  summoned  by  the 
kiTig  to  frame  a  cabinet  The  land,  of  which  every  member 
of  a  clan  had  had  some  share  of  ownership,  had  been  for  the 
most  part  usurped  by  the  nobility ;  and  the  people  were  starv- 
ing in  the  midst  of  the  liberality  which  their  own  hands  ex- 
torted from  nature.  The  monarchs,  whose  imbecility  or  ex- 
cesses had  brought  the  doom  of  death  on  arbitrary  power,  were 
not  only  unfit  to  rule,  but,  while  their  own  unlimited  sovereign- 
ty was  stricken  with  death,  they  knew  not  how  to  raise  up 
statesmen  to  take  their  places.  Well-intentioned  firiends  of 
mankind  burned  with  indignation,  and  even  the  wise  and  pru- 
dent were  incensed  by  the  bitterest  consciousness  of  wrong ; 
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;wlule  the  lowly  classes,  donded  by  despair,  were  driren  boiii^ 

!  times  to  admit  the  terrible  thought  that  religion,  which  is  Ik 

poor  man's  consolation  and  defence,  might  be  but  an  instn- 

r  ment  of  government  in  the  hands  of  their  oppressors.    Thae 

'  was  no  relief  for  the  nations  but  through  revolution,  and  tbeir 

masters  had  poisoned  the  weapons  which  revolution  most  me. 

In  America  a  new  people  had  risen  up  without  king  <? 

princes,  or  nobles,  knowing  nothing  of  tithes  and  littk  of 

landlords,  the  plough  being  for  the  most  part  in  the  hands  of 

free  holders  of  the  soil.    They  were  more  sincerely  religioBi, 

better  educated,  of  serener  minds,  and  of  purer  morab  dm 

the  men  of  any  former  republic.    By  calm  meditation  isd 

"friendly  councils  they  had  prepared  a  constitution  which,  is 

.^e  union  of  freedom  with  strength  and  order,  excelled  eTCiy 

one  known  before ;  and  which  secured  itself  against  yiolence 

and  revolution  by  providing  a  peaceful  method  for  evefj 

needed  reform.    In  the  happy  morning  of  their  existence  u 

one  of  the  powers  of  the  world,  they  had  chosen  justice  fcff 

their  guide ;  and  while  they  proceeded  on  their  way  with  a 

well-founded  confidence  and  joy,  all  the  friends  of  mankind 

invoked  success  on  their  unexampled  endeavor  to  govern  states 

and  territories  of  imperial  extent  as  one  federal  republic. 
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OONSTITUTIOH^ 


or  THl 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 


Wb  thb  People  of  the  United  States,  in  Order  to  form  a  more 
perfect  Union,  establish  Justice,  insure  domestic  Tranqaility, 
proyide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  Wel- 
fare, and  secure  the  Blessings  of  Liberty  to  ourselves  and 
our  Posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution  for 
the  United  States  of  America. 

ARTICLR  I. 

Section.  1.  All  legislative  Powers  herein  granted  shall  be 
vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  consist  of 
a  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

Section.  2»  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  com- 
posed of  Members  chosen  every  second  Year  by  the  People  of 
the  several  States,  and  the  Electors  in  each  State  shall  have  the 
Qualifications  requisite  for  Electors  of  the  most  numerous 
Branch  of  the  State  Legislature. 

No  Person  shall  be  a  Representative  who  shall  not  have 
attained  to  the  Age  of  twenty-five  Years,  and  been  seven  Years 
a  Citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected, 
be  an  Lihabitant  of  that  State  in  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

Representatives  and  direct  Taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among 
the  several  States  which  may  be  included  within  this  Union,  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  Numbers,  which  shall  be  determined 
by  adding  to  the  whole  Number  of  free  Persons,  including  those 
bound  to  Service  for  a  Term  of  Years,  and  excluding  Lidians 
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not  taxed,  three  fifths  of  all  other  Persons.  The  actual  Eb- 
meration  shall  be  made  within  three  Years  after  the  first  Heel- 
ing of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  within  every  ^ 
seqnent  Term  of  ten  Years,  in  sach  Manner  as  they  shidl  by  Lit 
direct.  The  Number  of  Representatives  shall  not  exceed  ok 
for  every  thirty  Thousand,  but  each  State  shall  have  at  han 
one  Representative  ;  and  until  such  enumeration  shall  be  made, 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire  shall  be  entitled  to  chuse  three, 
Massachusetts  eight,  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantatkai 
one,  Connecticut  five.  New  York  six.  New  Jersey  four,  P«msyl- 
vania  eight,  Delaware  one,  Maryland  six,  Virginia  ten,  Noitk 
Carolina  five.  South  Carolina  five,  and  Georgia  three. 

When  yacancies  happen  in  the  Representation  from  any  State, 
the  Executive  Authority  thereof  shall  issue  Writs  of  Election  to 
fill  such  Vacancies. 

The  House  of  Representatives  shall  chuse  their  Speaker  nd 
other  Officers ;  and  shall  have  the  sole  Power  of  Impeachment 

SEcmoN.  3.  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  <sm- 
posed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State,  chosen  by  the  LegifiUtnre 
thereof,  for  six  Years ;  and  each  Senator  shall  have  one  Vote 

Immediately  after  they  shall  be  assembled  in  Consequence  of 
the  first  Election,  they  shall  be  divided  as  equally  as  may  be  into 
three  Classes.  The  Seats  of  the  Senators  of  the  first  Class  shiO 
be  vacated  at  the  Expiration  of  the  second  Year,  of  the  seoood 
Class  at  the  Expiration  of  the  fourth  Year,  and  of  the  third  Cltfi 
at  the  Expiration  of  the  sixth  Year,  so  that  one  third  may  be 
chosen  every  second  Year ;  and  if  Vacancies  happen  by  Resig- 
nation, or  otherwise,  during  the  Recess  of  the  Legislature  of  anj 
State,  the  Executive  thereof  may  make  temporary  Appointmatt 
until  the  next  Meeting  of  the  Legislature,  which  shall  then  fill 
such  Vacancies. 

No  Person  shall  be  a  Senator  who  shall  not  have  attained  to 
the  Age  of  thirty  Years,  and  been  nine  Years  a  Citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  Inhabitant 
of  that  State  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  Presitot  of 
the  Senate,  but  shall  have  no  Vote,  unless  they  be  equally  divided. 

The  Senate  shall  chuse  their  other  Officers,  and  also  a  Presi- 
dent pro  tempore,  in  the  Absence  of  the  Vice  President,  or  when 
he  shall  exercise  the  Office  of  President  of  the  United  States. 
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The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  Power  to  try  all  Impeach- 
ments. When  sitting  for  that  Purpose,  they  shall  be  on  Oath 
or  Affirmation.  When  the  President  of  the  United  States  is 
tried,  the  Chief  Justice  shall  preside :  And  no  Person  shall  be 
convicted  without  the  Concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the  Members 
present 

Judgment  in  Cases  of  Impeachment  shall  not  extend  further 
than  to  removal  from  Office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  and  en- 
joy any  Office  of  honor,  Trust  or  Profit  under  the  United  States : 
but  the  Party  convicted  shall  nevertheless  be  liable  and  subject  to 
Indictment,  Trial,  Judgment  and  Punishment,  according  to  Law. 

Secthon.  4.    The  Times,  Places  and  Manner  of  holding  Elec- 
tions for  Senators  and  Representatives,  shall  be  prescribed  in- 
each  State  by  the  Legislature  thereof ;  but  the  Congress  may  at 
any  time  by  Law  make  or  alter  such  Regulations,  except  as  to 
the  Places  of  chusing  Senators. 

The  Congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in  every  Year,  and 
such  Meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  December,  unless 
they  shall  by  Law  appoint  a  different  Day. 

Section.  5.  Each  House  shall  be  the  Judge  of  the  Elections, 
Returns  and  Qualifications  of  its  own  Members,  and  a  Majority 
of  each  shall  constitute  a  Quorum  to  do  Business ;  but  a  smaller 
Number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorized 
to  compel  the  Attendance  of  absent  Members,  in  such  Manner, 
and  under  such  Penalties  as  each  House  may  provide. 

Each  House  may  determine  the  Rules  of  its  Proceedings, 
punish  its  Members  for  disorderly  Behaviour,  and,  with  the  Con- 
currence of  two  thirds,  expel  a  Member. 

Each  House  shall  keep  a  Journal  of  its  Proceedings,  and 
from  time  to  time  publish  the  same,  excepting  such  Parts  as  may 
in  their  Judgment  require  Secrecy  ;  and  the  Yeas  and  Nays  of 
the  Members  of  either  House  on  any  question  shall,  at  the  De- 
sire of  one  fifth  of  those  Present,  be  entered  on  the  Journal 

Neither  House,  during  the  Session  of  Congress,  shall,  without 
the  Consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor 
to  any  other  Place  than  that  in  which  the  two  Houses  shall  be 
sitting. 

SEcrnoK.  6.  The  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  receive 
a  Compensation  for  their  Services,  to  be  ascertained  by  Law,  and 
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paid  ont  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  They  shall  m 
all  Cases,  except  Treason,  Felony  and  Breach  of  the  Peace,  be 
privileged  from  Arrest  daring  their  Attendance  at  the  Session 
of  their  respective  Houses,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  ^[xm 
the  same  ;  and  for  any  Speech  or  Debate  in  either  House^  thej 
shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  Place. 

Ko  Senator  or  Representative  shall,  during  the  Time  for 
which  he  was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  Office  under  the 
Authority  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  have  been  created, 
or  the  Emoluments  whereof  shall  have  been  encreased  during 
such  time  ;  and  no  Person  holding  any  Office  under  the  United 
States,  shall  be  a  Member  of  either  House  during  his  Continu- 
anpe  in  Office. 

Sbction.  7.  All  Bills  for  raising  Revenue  shall  originate  in 
the  House  of  Representatives ;  but  the  Senate  may  propose  or 
concur  with  Amendments  as  on  other  Bills. 

Every  BUI  which  shall  have  passed  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  the  Senate,  shall,  before  it  become  a  Law,  be  presented 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  ;  If  he  approve  he  shall 
sign  it,  but  if  not  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  Objections  to  that 
House  in  which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the 
Objections  at  large  on  their  Journal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider 
it.  If  after  such  Reconsideration  two  thirds  of  that  House  shall 
agree  to  pass  the  Bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  the  Objec- 
tions, to  the  other  House,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsid- 
ered, and  if  approved  by  two  thirds  of  that  House,  it  shaU  be- 
come a  Law.  But  in  all  such  Cases  the  Votes  of  both  Housefl 
shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  Nays,  and  the  Names  of  the 
Persons  voting  for  and  against  the  Bill  shall  be  entered  on  the 
Journal  of  each  House  respectively.  If  any  Bill  shall  not  be 
returned  by  the  President  within  ten  Days  (Sundays  excepted) 
after  it  shaU  have  been  presented  to  him,  the  Same  shall  be  a 
Law,  in  like  Manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  Congress 
by  their  Adjournment  prevent  its  Return,  in  which  Case  it  shall 
not  be  a  Law. 

Every  Order,  Resolution,  or  Vote  to  which  the  Concurrence 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  may  be  necessary 
(except  on  a  question  of  Adjournment)  shall  be  presented  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  ;  and  before  the  Same  shall  take 
Effect)  shall  be  approved  by  him,  or  being  disapproved  by  him, 
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shall  be  repassed  by  two  thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives,  according  to  the  Rules  and  Limitations  prescribed 
in  the  Case  of  a  Bill. 

Section.  8.  The  Congress  shall  have  Power  To  lay  and  col- 
lect TazeSy  Duties,  Imposts  and  Excises,  to  pay  the  Debts  and 
provide  for  the  common  Defence  and  general  Welfare  of  the 
United  States ;  but  all  Duties,  Imposts  and  Excises  shall  be  uni- 
form throughout  the  United  States  ; 

To  borrow  Money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States ; 

To  regulate  Commerce  with  foreign  Nations,  and  among  the 
several  States,  and  with  the  Indian  Tribes ; 

To  establish  an  uniform  Rule  of  Naturalization,  and  uniform 
Laws  on  the  subject  of  Bankruptcies  throughout  the  United 
States ; 

To  coin  Money,  regulate  the  Value  thereof,  and  of  foreign 
Coin,  and  fix  the  Standard  of  Weights  and  Measures ; 

To  provide  for  the  Punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  Securi- 
ties and  current  Coin  of  the  United  States ; 

To  establish  Post  Offices  and  post  Roads ; 

To  promote  the  Progress  of  Science  and  useful  Arts,  by  se- 
curing for  limited  Times  to  Authors  and  Inventors  the  exclusive 
Right  to  their  respective  Writings  and  Discoveries ; 

To  constitute  Tribunals  inferior  to  the  supreme  Court ; 

To  define  and  punish  Piracies  and  Felonies  committed  on  the 
high  Seas,  and  Offences  against  the  Law  of  Nations  ; 

To  declare  War,  grant  Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal,  and 
make  Rules  concerning  Captures  on  Land  and  Water ; 

To  raise  and  support  Armies,  but  no  Appropriation  of  Money 
to  that  Use  shall  be  for  a  longer  Term  than  two  Years ; 

To  provide  and  maintain  a  Navy ; 

To  make  Rules  for  the  Government  and  Regulation  of  the 
land  and  naval  Forces  ; 

To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  Militia  to  execute  the  Laws 
of  the  Union,  suppress  Insurrections  and  repel  Invasions ; 

To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining,  the  Mili- 
tia, and  for  governing  such  Part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in 
the  Service  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  States  respect- 
ively, the  Appointment  of  the  Officers,  and  the  Authority  of 
training  the  Militia  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by 
Congress; 

VOL.  Tl. — 81 
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To  exercise  exolnsive  Legislation  in  all  Cases  whalsoerer, 
oyer  snch  District  (not  exceeding  ten  Miles  square)  as  may,  bj 
Cession  of  particular  States,  and  the  Acceptance  of  Congren, 
become  the  Seat  of  the  Goyemment  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
exercise  like  Authority  oyer  all  Places  purchased  by  the  C<Mi0eiit 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the  Same  AaH  be,  for 
the  Erection  of  Forts,  Magazines,  Arsenals,  dook-Tards,  and 
other  needful  Buildings  ; — ^And 

To  make  all  Laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  Execution  the  foregoing  Powers,  and  s31  other 
Powers  yested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Gbyemment  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  any  Department  or  Officer  thereof. 

SsonoK.  9.  The  Migration  or  Importation  of  such  Perwoi 
as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit, 
shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  Tear  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  but  a  Tax  or  duty  may  be 
imposed  on  such  Lnportation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  esch 
Person. 

The  Priyilege  of  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  shall  not  be  sus- 
pended, unless  when  in  Cases  of  Rebellion  or  Liyasion  the  public 
Safety  may  require  it. 

No  Bill  of  Attainder  or  ex  post  facto  Law  shall  be  passed. 

No  Capitation,  or  other  direct.  Tax  shall  be  laid,  unless  in 
Proportion  to  the  Census  or  Enumeration  herein  before  directed 
to  be  taken. 

No  Tax  or  Duty  shall  be  laid  on  Articles  exported  from  any 
State. 

No  Preference  shall  be  giyen  by  any  Regulation  of  Com- 
merce or  Reyenue  to  the  Ports  of  one  State  oyer  those  of  an- 
other :  nor  shall  Vessels  bound  to,  or  from,  one  State,  be  obliged 
to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  Duties  in  another. 

No  Money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  but  in  Conse- 
quence of  Appropriations  made  by  Law ;  and  a  r^fular  State- 
ment and  Account  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  all  pab- 
lio  Money  shall  be  published  from  time  to  time. 

No  Title  of  Nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  United  States : 
And  no  Person  holding  any  Office  of  Profit  or  Trust  under  them, 
shall,  without  the  Consent  of  the  Congress,  accept  of  any  pres- 
ent, Emolument,  Office,  or  Title,  of  any  kind  whateyer,  from  any 
King,  Prince,  or  foreign  State. 
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SscrnoK.  10.  No  State  shall  enter  into  any  Treaty,  Alliance, 
or  Confederation ;  grant  Letters  of  Marqae  and  Reprisal ;  coin 
Money ;  emit  Bills  of  Credit ;  make  any  Thing  but  gold  and 
silver  Coin  a  Tender  in  Payment  of  Debts;  pass  any  Bill  of 
Attainder,  ex  post  facto  Law,  or  Law  impairing  the  Obligation 
of  Contracts,  or  grant  any  Title  of  Nobility. 

No  State  shall,  without  the  Consent  of  the  Congress,  lay  any 
Imposts  or  Duties  on  Imports  or  Exports,  except  what  may  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  executing  it^s  inspection  Laws :  and  the 
net  Produce  of  all  Duties  and  Imposts,  laid  by  any  State  on  Im- 
ports or  Exports,  shall  be  for  the  Use  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  all  such  Laws  shall  be  subject  to  the  Re- 
vision and  Controul  of  the  Congress. 

No  State  shall,  without  the  Consent  of  Congress,  lay  any 
Duty  of  Tonnage,  keep  Troops,  or  Ships  of  War  in  time  of 
Peace,  enter  into  any  Agreement  or  Compact  with  another  State, 
or  with  a  foreign  Power,  or  engage  in  War,  unless  actually  in- 
vaded, or  in  such  imminent  Danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay. 

ARTICLE,  n. 

Section.  1.  The  executive  Power  shall  be  vested  in  a 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America.  He  shall  hold  his 
Office  during  the  Term  of  four  Tears,  and,  together  with  the 
Vice  President,  chosen  for  the  same  Term,  be  elected,  as  fol- 
lows 

Each  State  shall  appoint,  in  such  Manner  as  the  Legislature 
thereof  may  direct,  a  Number  of  Electors,  equal  to  the  whole 
Number  of  Senators  and  Representatives  to  which  the  State  may 
be  entitled  in  the  Congress :  but  no  Senator  or  Representative, 
or  Person  holding  an  Office  of  Trust  or  Profit  under  the  United 
States,  shall  be  appointed  an  Elector. 

The  Electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  States,  and  vote 
by  Ballot  for  two  Persons,  of  whom  one  at  least  shall  not  be  an 
Inhabitant  of  the  same  State  with  themselves.  And  they  shall 
make  a  List  of  all  the  Persons  voted  for,  and  of  the  Number  of 
Votes  for  each ;  which  List  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and 
transmit  sealed  to  the  Seat  of  the  Gk)vemment  of  the  United 
States,  directed  to  the  P^sident  of  the  Senate.  The  President 
of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the  Presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  open  all  the  Certificates,  and  the  Votes  shall 
then  be  counted.    The  Person  having  the  greatest  Number  of 
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Votes  shall  be  the  President,  if  sach  Nmnher  be  a  Majoritj  of 
the  whole  Number  of  Electors  appointed ;  and  if  there  be  more 
than  one  who  have  snch  Majority,  and  have  an  equal  Numba  of 
Votes,  then  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  immediitdy 
chuse  by  Ballot  one  of  them  for  President ;  and  if  no  Penoa 
have  a  Majority,  then  from  the  five  highest  on  the  list  the  sui 
House  shall  in  like  Manner  chuse  the  President  But  in  chnsing 
the  President,  the  Votes  shall  be  taken  by  States,  the  Rej^e- 
sentation  from  each  State  having  one  Vote ;  A  quorum  for  thk 
Purpose  shall  consist  of  a  Member  or  Members  from  two  thirds 
of  the  States,  and  a  Majority  of  all  the  States  shall  be  necessary 
to  a  Choice.  In  every  Case,  after  the  Choice  of  the  President, 
the  Person  having  the  greatest  Number  of  Votes  of  the  Electon 
shall  be  the  Vice  President.  But  if  there  should  remain  two  or 
more  who  have  equal  Votes,  the  Senate  shall  chuse  from  than 
by  Ballot  the  Vice  President. 

The  Congress  may  determine  the  Time  of  chusing  the  Elec- 
tors, and  the  Day  on  which  they  shall  give  their  Votes ;  which 
Day  shall  be  the  same  throughout  the  United  States. 

No  Person  except  a  natural  bom  Citizen,  or  a  Citizen  of  the 
TJnited  States,  at  the  time  of  the  Adoption  of  this  Constitutioo, 
shall  be  eligible  to  the  Office  of  President ;  neither  shall  any 
Person  be  eligible  to  that  Office  who  shall  not -have  attained  to 
the  Age  of  thirty  five  Years,  and  been  fourteen  Tears  a  Besi- 
dent  within  the  United  States. 

In  Case  of  the  Removal  of  the  President  from  Office,  or  of 
his  Death,  Resignation,  or  Inability  to  discharge  the  Powers  and 
Duties  of  the  said  Office,  the  Same  shall  devolve  on  the  Vice 
President,  and  the  Congress  may  by  Law  provide  for  the  Case 
of  Removal,  Death,  Resignation  or  Inability,  both  of  the  Prei- 
dent  and  Vice  President,  declaring  what  Officer  shall  then  act  as 
President,  and  such  Officer  shall  act  accordingly,  until  the  Dis- 
ability be  removed,  or  a  President  shall  be  elected. 

The  President  shall,  at  stated  Times,  receive  for  his  Services^ 
a  Compensation,  which  shall  neither  be  encreased  nor  dimin- 
ished during  the  Period  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected, 
and  he  shall  not  receive  within  that  Period  any  other  Emolu- 
ment from  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them. 

Before  he  enter  on  the  Execution  of  his  Office,  he  shall  Uke 
the  following  Oath  or  Affirmation  :— "  I  do  solemnly  swear  (or 
affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  Office  of  President  of 
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the  TJnited  States,  and  will  to  the  best  of  my  Ability,  preserve, 
protect  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States*^ 

SEonoN.  2.  The  President  shall  be  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Militia  of 
the  several  States,  when  called  into  the  actual  Service  of  the 
United  States ;  he  may  require  the  Opinion,  in  writing,  of  the 
principal  Officer  in  each  of  the  executive  Departments,  upon  any 
Subject  relating  to  the  Duties  of  their  respective  Offices,  and  he 
shall  have  Power  to  grant  Reprieves  and  Pardons  for  Offences 
against  the  United  States,  except  in  Cases  of  Impeachment. 

He  shall  have  Power,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  make  Treaties,  provided  two  thirds  of  the  Sen- 
ators present  concur  ;  and  he  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with 
the  Advice  and  Consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  Ambassa- 
dors, other  public  Ministers  and  Qonsuls,  Judges  of  the  supreme 
Court,  and  aU  other  Officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  Ap- 
pointments are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  which 
shall  be  established  by  Law :  but  the  Congress  may  by  Law  vest 
the  Appointment  of  such  inferior  Officers,  as  they  think  proper, 
in  the  President  alone,  in  the  Courts  of  Law,  or  in  the  Heads  of 
Departments. 

The  President  shall  have  Power  to  fill  up  all  Vacancies  that 
may  happen  during  the  Recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting  Com- 
missions which  shall  expire  at  the  End  of  their  next  Session. 

Seotiok.  3.  He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  Congress 
Information  of  the  State  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their 
Consideration  such  Measures  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  ex- 
pedient; he  may,  on  extraordinary  Occasions,  convene  both 
Houses,  or  either  of  them,  and  in  Case  of  Disagreement  between 
them,  with  Respect  to  the  Time  of  Adjournment,  he  may  ad- 
journ them  to  such  Time  as  he  shall  think  proper ;  he  shaJl  re- 
ceive Ambassadors  and  other  public  Minbters ;  he  shall  take 
Care  that  the  Laws  be  faithfully  executed,  and  shall  Commission 
aU  the  Officers  of  the  United  States. 

Section'.  4.  The  President,  Vice  President  and  all  civil 
Officers  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  removed  from  Office  on 
Impeachment  for,  and  Conviction  of.  Treason,  Bribery,  or  other 
high  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors. 
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ARTICLE  in. 

Seotiok.  1.  The  judicial  Power  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  vested  in  one  supreme  Court,  and  in  such  inferior  Courts  u 
the  Congress  may  from  time  to  time  ordain  and  establish.  The 
Judges,  both  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  Courts,  shall  hold  their 
Offices  during  good  Behaviour,  and  shall,  at  stated  Times,  re* 
ceive  for  their  Services,  a  Compensation,  which  shall  not  be 
diminished  during  their  Continuance  in  Office. 

.  Section.  2.  The  judicial  Power  shall  extend  to  all  Cases,  ui 
Law  and  Equity,  arising  under  this  C<mstitution,  the  Laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  Treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made, 
under  their  Authority; — to  all  Cases  affecting  Ambassadon, 
other  public  Ministers  and  Consuls  ; — ^to  all  Cases  of  admirdtj 
and  maritime  Jurisdiction;  —  to  Controversies  to  which  the 
United  States  shall  be  a  Party ; — ^to  Controversies  between  two 
or  more  States ; — ^between  a  State  and  Citizens  of  another  State ; 
— ^between  Citizens  of  different  States, — ^between  Citizens  of  the 
same  State  claiming  Lands  under  Grants  of  different  States,  and 
between  a  State,  or  the  Citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  States,  Citi- 
zens or  Subjects. 

In  all  Cases  affecting  Ambassadors,  oth^  public  Mmistes 
and  Consuls,  and  those  in  which  a  State  shall  be  Party,  the 
supreme  Court  shall  have  original  Jurisdiction.  In  ifl  the 
other  Cases  before  mentioned,  the  supreme  Court  shall  hsTe 
appellate  Jurisdiction,  both  as  to  Law  and  Fact,  with  snch 
Exceptions,  and  under  such  Regulations  as  the  Congress  shall 
make. 

The  Trial  of  all  Crimes,  excq)t  in  Cases  of  Impeachment, 
shall  be  by  Jury ;  and  such  Trial  shall  be  held  in  the  State 
where  the  said  Crimes  shall  have  been  committed ;  but  when  not 
committed  within  any  State,  the  Trial  shall  be  at  such  Place  or 
Places  as  the  Congress  may  by  Law  have  directed. 

Section.  8.  Treason  against  the  United  States,  shall  consist 
only  in  levying  War  against  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  Ene- 
mies, giving  them  Aid  and  Comfort.  No  Person  shall  be  con- 
victed of  Treason  unless  on  the  Testimony  of  two  Witnesses  to 
the  same  overt  Act,  or  on  Confession  in  open  Court 

The  Congress  shall  have  Power  to  declare  the  Punishment  of 
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Treason,  bnt  no  Attainder  of  Treason  shall  work  Cormption  of 
Blood|  or  Forfeiture  except  daring  the  Life  of  the  Person  at- 
tainted. 

ARTICLE.  IV. 
Section.  1.  Full  Faith  and  Credit  shall  be  given  in  each 
State  to  the  public  Acts,  Records,  and  judicial  Proceedings  of 
every  other  State.  And  the  Congress  may  by  general  Laws  pre- 
scribe the  Manner  in  which  such  Acts,  Records  and  Proceedings 
shall  be  proved,  and  the  Effect  thereof. 

SsonoN.  2.  The  Citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  Privileges  and  Immunities  of  Citizens  in  the  several  States. 

A  Person  charged  in  any  State  with  Treason,  Felony,  or 
other  Crime,  who  shall  flee 'from  Justice,  and  be  found  in  an- 
other State,  shall  on  Demand  of  the  executive  Authority  of  the 
State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the 
State  having  Jurisdiction  of  the  Crime. 

No  Person  held  to  Service  or  Labour  in  one  State,  under  the 
Laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  Consequence  of 
any  Law  or  Regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from  sudi  Service 
or  Labour,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  Claim  of  the  Party  to 
whom  such  Service  or  Labour  may  be  due. 

Sbotion.  8.  New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
into  this  Union ;  but  no  new  State  shall  be  formed  or  erected 
within  the  Jurisdiction  of  any  other  State ;  nor  any  State  be 
formed  by  the  Junction  of  two  or  more  States,  or  Parts  of  States, 
without  the  Consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  concerned 
as  well  as  of  the  Congress. 

The  Congress  shall  have  Power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all 
needful  Rules  and  Regulations  respecting  the  Territory  or  other 
Property  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  and  nothing  in  this 
Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  Prejudice  any  Claims'of 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State. 

Section.  4.  The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every 
State  in  this  Union  a  Republican  Form  of  Gbvemment,  and 
shall  protect  each  of  them  against  Invasion ;  and  on  Application 
of  the  Legislature,  or  of  the  Executive  (when  the  Legislature 
cannot  be  convened)  against  domestic  Violence. 
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ARTICLE.  V. 

The  Congress,  whenever  two  thirds  of  both  Houses  flhaU 
deem  it  necessary,  shall  propose  Amendments  to  this  Constita- 
tion,  or,  on  the  Application  of  the  Legislatures  of  \wo  thirds  of 
the  several  States,  shall  call  a  Convention  for  proposing  Amend- 
ments, which,  in  either  Case,  shall  be  valid  to  all  Intents  and 
Purposes,  as  part  of  this  Constitution,  when  ratified  by  the  Legis- 
latures of  three  fourths  of  the  several  States,  or  by  ConventioM 
in  three  fourths  thereof,  as  the  one  or  the  other  Mode  of  Ratifi- 
cation may  be  proposed  by  the  Congress ;  Provided  that  no 
Amendment  which  may  be  made  prior  to  the  Year  One  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight  shall  in  any  Manner  affect  the  first  and 
fourth  Clauses  in  the  Ninth  Section  of  the  first  Article ;  and 
that  no  State,  without  its  Consent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal 
Suffrage  in  the  Senate. 

ARTICLE.  VL 

All  Debts  contracted  and  Engagements  entered  into,  before 
the  Adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against  the 
United  States  under  this  Constitution,  as  under  the  Confedera- 
tion. 

This  Constitution,  and  the  Laws  of  the  United  States  which 
shall  be  made  in  Pursuance  thereof ;  and  all  Treaties  made,  or 
which  shall  be  made,  under  the  Authority  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  the  supreme  Law  of  the  Land  ;  and  the  Judges  in  every 
State  shall  be  bound  thereby,  any  Thing  in  the  Constitution  or 
Laws  of  any  State  to  the  Contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  Senators  and  Representatives  before  mentioned,  and  the 
Members  of  the  several  State  Legislatures,  and  all  executive  and 
judioiai  Officers,  both  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several 
States,  shall  be  bound  by  Oath  or  Affirmation,  to  support  this 
Constitution ;  but  no  religious  Test  shall  ever  be  required  as 
a  Qualification  to  any  Office  or  public  Trust  under  the  United 
States. 

ARTICLE.  VIL 

The  Ratification  of  the  Conventions  of  nine  States,  shall  be 
sufficient  for  the  Establishment  of  this  Constitution  between  the 
States  so  ratifying  the  Same. 

DoKE  in  Convention  by  the  Unanimous  Consent  of  the  States 
present  the  Seventeenth  Day  of  September  in  the  Tear  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 


489 


our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Eighty  seven 
and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  Twelfth  In  Witness  whereof  We  have  hereunto 
subscribed  our  Names, 

G^:  WASHINGTON— 
JPreaidt.  and  deptayfrom  Virginia 
j  John  Langdon      ) 
(  Nicholas  Gilman  \ 

(  NATHAinEL   GOBHAM 
(  RUFUS  KiKQ 

j  Wm.  Saml.  Johnson 
( BoQEB  Sherman 

New  York Albxandeb  Hamilton 

Wil:  Livingston 
David  Bbeablbt. 
Wm.  Patebson. 
Jona:  Dayton 

B  Fbanklin 
Thomas  Mifflin 
Bobt.  Mobbis. 
Geo.  Clymeb 
Thos.  Fttzsimons 
Jabed  Inosbsoll 
James  Wilson 
gouv  mobbis 


New  Hampshire 


Massachusetts. 


Connecticut. 


NeiD  Jersey. 


JPensylvania . 


Delaware ^ 


Geo  :  Bead 

Gunning  Bedfobd  Jun 

John  Dickinson 

BiCHABD   BaSSETT 

Jaco  :  Bboom 


Maryland. 


{James  McHenby 
Dan  of  St  Thos.  Jenifbb 
Danl.  Cabboll 

(  John  Blaib — 

(  James  Madison  Jr. 

{Wm.  Blount 
Bichd.  Dobbs  Spaight 
Hu  Williamson 


Virginia. 
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Sotith  Carolina. 


J.   BUTLBDOB 

Charles  Cotsswobth  Fiscksti 

ChABLSS  PmCKNET 
PiBBCE  BUTLEB. 

fi        •  j  WnxiAM  Few 

^    (  Abb  Baldwin 

Attest  WILLIAM  JACKSON  SeerOary 

The  Word,  "the'*,  being  interlined  between  the  seventh ind 
eighth  Lines  of  the  first  Page,  The  Word  "  Thirty'*  being  partly 
written  on  an  Erazure  in  the  fifteenth  Line  of  the  first  Page, 
The  Words  "is  tried"  being  interlined  between  the  thirty  wo- 
ond  and  thirty  third  Lines  of  the  first  Page  and  the  Word 
"the  "  being  interlined  between  the  forty  third  and  forty  fourth 
Lines  of  the  second  Page. 

[Note  by  the  Depabtment  of  State. — ^The  foregoing  ex- 
planation in  the  original  instrument  is  placed  on  the  left  of  the 
paragraph  beginning  with  the  words,  "Done  in  Convwitioii,'' 
and  therefore  precedes  the  signatures.  The  interlined  and  re- 
written words,  mentioned  in  it,  are  in  this  edition  printed  ia 
their  proper  places  in  the  text.] 
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XX  ADDITXON  TO,  ASD  AlHiroillNT  Of 

THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

rSOPOBED  BT  00HORES8, 

AND  EATIFIED  BT  THE  LEGISLATURES  OP  THE  SEYERAL  STATES.  PURSUANT 
TO  THE  Finn  ARTICLE  OE  THE  ORIGINAL  CONSTITUTION. 


[ARTICLE  L] 

Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of 
religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof ;  or  abridging 
the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press ;  or  the  right  of  the  people 
peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  Gbvemment  for  a  re- 
dress of  grievances. 

[ARTICLE  XL] 

A  well  regulated  MiHtia,  being  necessary  to  the  security  of  a 
free  State,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  Arms,  shall 
not  be  infringed. 

[ARTICLE  m.] 

No  Soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace  be  quartered  in  any  house, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a 
manner  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

[ARTICLE  IV,] 

The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses, 
papers,  and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures, 
shall  not  be  violated,  and  no  Warrants  shall  issue,  but  upon  prob- 
able cause,  supported  by  Oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly 
describing  the  place  to  be  searched,  and  the  persons  or  things  to 
be  seized. 
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[ARTICLE  v.] 

No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital,  or  otherwifle 
infamous  crime,  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  Grand 
Jury,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  m  the 
Militia,  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  War  or  public  danger ; 
nor  shaU  any  person  be  subject  for  the  same  offence  to  be  twice 
put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb  ;  nor  shall  be  compelled  in  any 
Criminal  Case  to  be  a  witness  against  himself,  nor  be  deprived 
of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of  law ;  nor 
shall  private  property  be  tsJcen  for  public  use,  without  just  com- 
pensation. 

[ARTICLE  VL] 

In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right 
to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  State 
and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed,  which 
district  shall  have  been  previously  ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be 
informed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation ;  to  be  con- 
fronted with  the  witnesses  against  him ;  to  have  compulsory 
process  for  obtaining  Witnesses  in  his  favor,  and  to  have  the 
Assistance  of  Counsel  for  his  defence. 

[ARTICLE  VH] 

In  suits  at  common  law,  where  the  value  in  controversy  shall 
exceed  twenty  dollars,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  pre- 
served, and  no  fact  tried  by  a  jury  shall  be  otherwise  re-exam- 
ined in  any  Court  of  the  United  States,  than  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  common  law. 

[ARTICLE  Vin.] 

Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  im- 
posed, nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted. 

[ARTICLE  IX.] 
The  enumeration  in  the  Constitution,  of  certain  rights,  shall 
not  be  construed  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the 
people. 

[ARTICLE  X.] 

The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Con- 
stitution, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the 
States  respectively,  or  to  the  people. 
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[ARTICLE  XL] 

The  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  any  snit  in  law  or  eqxntj,  commenced  or 
prosecuted  against  one  of  the  United  States  by  Citizens  of  an- 
other State,  or  by  Citizens  or  Subjects  of  any  Foreign  State. 

[ARTICLE  Xn.] 

The  Electors  shall  meet  in  their  respectiye  states,  and  vote 
by  ballot  for  President  and  Vice-President,  one  of  whom,  at 
least,  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  state  with  them- 
selves ;  they  shall  name  in  their  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as 
President,  and  in  distinct  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  Vice- 
President,  and  they  shall  make  distinct  lists  of  all  persons  voted 
for  as  President,  and  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  Vice-President, 
and  of  the  number  of  votes  for  each,  which  lists  they  shall  sign 
and  certify,  and  transmit  sealed  to  the  seat  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  directed  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  ; — ^The 
President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  open  aU  the  certificates  and  the  votes 
shall  then  be  counted  ; — ^The  person  having  the  greatest  number 
of  votes  for  President,  shall  be  the  President,  if  such  number  be 
a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors  appointed ;  and  if 
no  person  have  such  majority,  then  from  the  persons  having  the 
highest  numbers  not  exceeding  three  on  the  list  of  those  voted 
for  as  President,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  choose  im- 
mediately, by  ballot,  the  President.  But  in  choosing  the  Presi- 
dent, the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  states,  the  representation  from 
each  state  having  one  vote ;  a  quorum  for  this  purpose  shall  con- 
sist of  a  member  or  members  from  two-thirds  of  the  states,  and 
a  majority  of  all  the  states  shall  be  necesswry  to  a  choice.  And 
if  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  not  choose  a  President 
whenever  the  right  of  choice  shall  devolve  upon  them,  before 
the  fourth  day  of  March  next  following,  then  the  Vice-President 
shall  act  as  President,  as  in  the  case  of  the  death  or  other  con- 
stitutional disability  of  the  President.  The  person  having  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  as  Vice-President,  shall  be  the  Vice- 
President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
Electors  appointed,  and  if  no  person  have  a  majority,  then  from 
the  two  highest  numbers  on  the  list,  the  Senate  shall  choose  the 
Vice-President ;  a  quorum  for  the  purpose  shall  consist  of  two- 
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thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  Senators,  and  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  But  no  person 
constitutionally  ineligible  to  the  office  of  President  shall  be  eligi- 
ble to  that  of  Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 

ARTICLE  XHL 

Sbction  1.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  ex- 
cept as  a  punbhment  for  crime  whereof  the  party  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted,  shall  exist  within  the  Fnited  States,  or  any 
place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction. 

Section  2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article 
by  appropriate  legislation. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

Section  1.  All  persons  bom  or  naturalized  in  the  United 
States,  and  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  thereof^  are  citizens  of  the 
United  States  and  of  the  State  wherein  they  reside.  No  State 
shall  make  or  enforce  any  law  which  shall  abridge  the  privileges 
or  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  nor  shall  any 
State  deprive  any  person  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without 
due  process  of  law ;  nor  deny  to  any  person  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion the  equal  protection  of  the  laws. 

Section  2.  Representatives  shall  be  apportioned  among  the 
several  States  according  to  their  respective  numbers,  counting 
the  whole  number  of  persons  in  each  State,  excluding  Indians 
not  taxed.  But  when  the  right  to  vote  at  any  election  for  the 
choice  of  electors  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  Representatives  in  Congress,  the  Executive  and  Judicial 
officers  of  a  State,  or  the  members  of  the  Legislature  thereof,  is 
denied  to  any  of  thelnale  inhabitants  of  such  State,  being  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age,  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any 
way  abridged,  except  for  participation  in  rebellion,  or  other 
crime,  the  basis  of  representation  therein  shall  be  reduced  m  the 
proportion  which  the  number  of  such  male  citizens  shall  bear  to 
the  whole  number  of  male  citizens  twenty-one  years  of  age  in 
such  State. 

Section  3.  No  person  shall  be  a  Senator  or  Representative 
in  Congress,  or  elector  of  President  and  Vice  President,  or  hold 
any  office,  civil  or  military,  under  the  United  States,  or  under 
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any  State,  whO|  haying  previonsly  taken  an  oath,  as  a  member  of 
Congress,  or  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  or  as  a  member 
of  any  State  legislature,  or  as  an  execative  or  judicial  officer  of 
any  State,  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
shall  have  engaged  in  insurrection  or  rebellion  against  the  same, 
or  given  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  thereof.  But  Congress 
may  by  a  yote  of  two*thirds  of  each  House,  remove  such  dis- 
ability. 

Section  4.  The  validity  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United 
States,  authorized  by  law",  including  debts  incurred  for  payment 
of  pensions  and  bounties  for  services  in  suppressing  insurrection 
or  rebellion,  shall  not  be  questioned.  But  neither  the  United 
States  nor  any  State  shall  assume  or  pay  any  debt  or  obligation 
incurred  in  aid  of  insurrection  or  rebellion  against  the  United 
States,  or  any  claim  for  the  loss  or  emancipation  of  any  slave  ; 
but  all  such  debts,  obligations  and  claims  shall  be  held  illegal 
and  void. 

Section  5.  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce,  by 
appropriate  legislation,  the  provisions  of  this  article. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

Section  1.  The  right  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to 
vote  shall  not  be  denied  or  abridged  by  the  United  States  or  by 
any  State  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of 
servitude. 

Section  2.  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this 
article  by  appropriate  legislation. 
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The  borrower  must  return  ^fais  item  on  or  before 
the  last  date  stamped  below.  If  another  user 
places  a  recall  for  this  item,  the  borrower  will 
be  notified  of  the  need  for  an  earlier  return. 

Non-receipt  of  overdue  notices  does  not  exempt 
the  borrower  from  overdue  fines. 
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